
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study Knowing God’s 
Will by the Holy Spirit. If you are a believer God Himself dwells within you. This should 
give us great confidence that we will know God’s will. John 16 makes evident the 
Christo-centric nature of God’s will as it relates to God’s Spirit.  

Introduction: The story is told of a park ranger who was leading a group of hikers on a 
tour. He loved giving tours and would get wrapped up in telling the tourists about the 
flowers and animals of the area. On one particular day his two-way radio kept going off 
and distracting him from his talk, so he switched it off. As the group continued their hike 
they were met by another ranger, who was rather excited and troubled. He had heard 
reports that a grizzly bear had been stalking their group and the authorities were trying 
to warn them of danger. Had he not heard all those messages?  

The same is true of the Spirit speaking to us—especially through the Bible. When we 
turn off his voice we are susceptible to much danger. In John 16, Jesus shows us the 
great value the Spirit gives to our lives. If you want to know the will of God you need to 
know the Spirit of God.  

1. The Spirit identifies God’s will regarding sin 
In 1789 William Wilberforce gave a riveting speech and demonstration of the horrors of 
the slave trade. At tail end of the speech he said these words: “You may choose to look 
the other way but you can never say again that you did not know.” While this has 
always been true in regards to God making himself evident through Creation it is 
especially true now that He has sent His Holy Spirit.  

In John 16, Jesus promised that he would send the Spirit who would convict the world 
of righteousness. We see this played out in Acts 2 when the Spirit comes. What 
happens immediately? People are convicted and their hearts are torn up because of 
sin.  

The Spirit does this in our own lives as well. He brings conviction. We cannot say that 
“we didn’t know” God’s will in regards to sin and holiness. 

2. The Spirit identifies God’s will regarding the Son 
The promises given in John 16 are fulfilled in part by the fact that we have a trustworthy 
New Testament. As the disciples testified of God’s Son, God’s Spirit led them into all 
truth concerning His Son. The Spirit continually proclaims God’s will in regards to His 
Son. JI Packer calls this the Spirits spotlighting ministry:  
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When floodlighting is well done, the floodlights are so placed that you do not see 
them; you are not in fact supposed to see where the light is coming from; what 
you are meant to see is just the building on which the floodlights are trained. The 
intended effect is to make it visible when otherwise it would not be seen for the 
darkness, and to maximize its dignity by throwing all its details into relief so that 
you see it properly. This perfectly illustrates the Spirit’s new covenant role. He is, 
so to speak, the hidden floodlight shining on the Savior. 

Or think of it this way. It is as if the Spirit stands behind us, throwing light over our 
shoulder, on Jesus, who stands facing us. The Spirit’s message is never, “Look 
at me; listen to me; come to me; get to know me,” but always “Look at him, and 
see his glory; listen to him, and hear his word; go to him, and have life; get to 
know him, and taste his gift of joy and peace.” 

Jesus said the Spirit would guide the disciples (and us) into all truth. That means that 
He will make certain we know God’s will.  

3. The Spirit identifies God’s will regarding our story 
Jesus also told the disciples that it was for their good that he would depart and that the 
Spirit be given to them. This seems shocking to us. How in the world could it possibly 
be a good thing to not have Jesus physically present? But this is because of the needed 
transformative work of the Spirit in bringing us into complete salvation and making us fit 
for our consummated union with Christ.  

The Spirit helps us see what God is doing in history and also our place in history. D.A. 
Carson helps us to see that it is good for us to be at this stage in God’s story of 
redemption:  

Before the triumphant in-breaking of God’s saving reign, before the inauguration 
of the new covenant, millions ignored the claims of the true God. Pentecost 
transformed that limitation, and millions have been brought to happy submission 
to the Lord Jesus Christ and to growing obedience by the power of the Spirit 
whom he bequeathed.  

Conclusion:  

There is much talk these days about the work of the Spirit and wanting the Spirit to be 
present in our services. That is well and good. But we ought never separate the Spirit 
from His Christ-exalting role. The Spirit reveals God’s will to us but that’s chiefly in 
relationship to Jesus Christ. Charles Spurgeon explains:  

…the Holy Ghost will only bless in conformity with His own set purpose. Our Lord 
explains what that purpose is: "He shall glorify me." He has come forth for this 
grand end, and he will not put up with anything short of it. If, then, we do not 
preach Christ, what is the Holy Ghost to do with our preaching? If we do not 
make the Lord Jesus glorious; if we do not lift him high in the esteem of men, if 
we do not labour to make him King of kings, and Lord of lords; we shall not have 
the Holy Spirit with us. Vain will be rhetoric, music, architecture, energy, and 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

social status: if our one design be not to magnify the Lord Jesus, we shall work 
alone and work in vain. 

It’s not that the Spirit isn’t concerned with day-to-day decisions and our everyday 
operations. But He is far more concerned with what we do with Jesus than what we do 
with lunch. Everything the Spirit says and does is seen through the lens of Jesus Christ.  
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