
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study God’s Will and 
the Bible. There are many voices out there claiming to tell us God’s Will. Only one of 
them is absolutely certain.  

Introduction: The story is told of a man who lost a precious watch while at work in an 
icehouse. Icehouses, which were used to preserve food before refrigerators, had thick 
walls and no windows. Often they would cut out large blocks of ice in the frozen lakes 
and then haul them to the icehouses covered in sawdust. The man figured he’d lost his 
valuable watch somewhere in the sawdust.  

He had searched diligently for it and never could find it. He even recruited other workers 
into the search. Nobody could find it. Until a small boy, who had heard of the search, 
slipped into the icehouse and moments later came out with the watch. Amazed, the 
men asked him how he found it.  

“I closed the door, lay down in the sawdust, and kept very still. Soon I heard the watch 
ticking.”  

God’s Word makes God’s will abundantly clear. Yet, all the other voices often drown out 
what God is saying to us. We end up looking for God’s answers everywhere except the 
one place He has guaranteed to meet us and show Himself to us; namely, His Word. 
Paul outlines this for Timothy. He shows two ways of doing life and ministry, one is the 
path of Jannes and Jambres the other is the path of the humble proclaimer of God’s 
Word. 

1. The world will always have rival voices to God’s voice 
2 Timothy 3:5 is the key verse in a long list: “having the appearance of godliness but 
denying its power”. Paul is employing a writing technique where you give a list and end 
it with a zinger—then you’d expand on the zinger. That’s what Paul is doing here. 
Jannes and Jambres were likely the names of the magicians in Exodus 7 who parroted 
the signs of Moses and Aaron. They could parrot the gospel but they couldn’t actually 
perform. They parrot the gospel of forgiveness and grace and all these wonderful things 
to help lift the burden of sin, but they also deny its power because rather than actually 
confront sin (like greed) they coddle it and tell folks what their itching ears want to hear 
(2 Timothy 4:3). 

We are most susceptible to false teaching when we are feeling the weight and burden 
of sin without the desire to actually engage in repentance for that darling sin. We want 
to keep our darling lust without the consequence of our harlotry. And we’ll sign up for 

Sermon Series:  Knowing God’s Will 
To be used with:  Session 2 
Sermon Title Possibilities:  What Voice Do You Hear?, God’s Sufficient 

Word 
Scripture: 2 Timothy 3—4:6 



©LifeWay Christian Resources www.biblestudiesforlife.com  
  

any false teaching that gives us this promise. There will always be rival voices to God’s 
voice—and many will claim to be outlining God’s will.  

2. God’s Word is sufficient to please God 
I know many Christians who are stressed out about whether they are living in the center 
of God’s will. They are rightly concerned with pleasing God but are looking in the wrong 
places to find His pleasure. I appreciate these words of Kevin DeYoung:  

The conventional approach to the will of God—where God’s will is like a corn maze 
with only one way out and lots of dead ends, or like a bull’s-eye with the center of 
God’s will in the middle and second best everywhere else, or like a magic 8-ball that 
we are supposed to shake around until some generic-answer floats to the top—is 
not helpful. It is not good for decision making. It is not good for our sanctification. 
And sometimes it is frankly dishonoring to Christ.  

2 Timothy 3:16 helps us see that God has clearly revealed to us in His Word what we 
need to please God. Ultimately God’s pleasure is connected to His Son Jesus. God’s 
Word is sufficient to tell us what is needed to please God.  

3. God’s Word is sufficient to proclaim God 
Doing ministry can be difficult work. There are always questions which aren’t clearly 
outlined in Scripture. There isn’t a section in Holy Writ outlining carpet colors, whether 
or not to spend money on solar panels, or whether to do your backyard Bible club in 
section A or section B. But God’s Word is clear about our task. God’s Word is sufficient 
to tell us our message and our task.  

Preach the Word. In season and out of season. This means when it is popular and 
when it isn’t. When you’ve got a ready audience and when you don’t. When it’s 
convenient for you and even when it isn’t. Reprove, rebuke, and exhort (we’ll spend 
more time on those in the coming weeks so I won’t spend time on it now). And do all of 
this with patience.  

We don’t have to be crippled by not knowing what God wants us to be doing. We might 
be a bit unclear as to specifics but we know that no matter where we are or what we are 
doing our task is to be ambassadors of Christ and proclaim God’s Word. It’s really that 
simple.  

Conclusion:  

Our efforts in trying to discover God’s hidden and secret will can often be a 
smokescreen for disobedience to His revealed will. God’s has given us enough in His 
Word to know what we are to proclaim and to know how to please Him. It’s often empty 
speculation which drives us into listening to rival voices. John Calvin understood this 
some 500 years ago: 

Indeed, vanity joined with pride can be detected in the fact that, in seeking God, 
miserable men do not rise above themselves as they should, but measure him by 
the yardstick of their own carnal stupidity, and neglect sound investigation; thus 
out of curiosity they fly off into empty speculations. They do not therefore 
apprehend God as he offers himself, but imagine him as they have fashioned 
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him in their own presumption. When this gulf opens, in whatever direction they 
move their feet, they cannot but plunge headlong into ruin. 

Give your life to obeying the known word of God and He will certainly make clear to us 
the things that aren’t quite as clearly spelled out.  
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