Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor
To be used with Session 5: Forgive Your Neighbor.
Sermon Title Possibilities: The Appreciation of Love
Scripture: Matthew 18:21-35
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “How to Love Your Neighbor,” this sermon teaches us to have a love that is marked by a Christlike forgiveness towards those who have sinned against us. For most of us, forgiveness is not easy, but for all of us in Christ, forgiveness is possible. We can forgive others as God has forgiven us.
Introduction: The eighteenth chapter of Matthew is filled with the teachings of Christ through parables. In this chapter, Christ gives a word about greatness (vv. 1-5), a word about godliness (vv. 6-9), a word about gospel witness (vv. 10-14), and a word about graciousness (vv. 15-35). The first word about grace concerns how to confront and restore a brother that has sinned against you. The second word about grace speaks to how God answers prayer and dwells in the midst of those who come together in believing prayer. It is a third word about grace that our text focuses on, and it speaks to how our appreciation for the love of God leads us to forgive those who have wronged us. The passage challenges us to “Have Love Without Records,” “Have Love Without Restrictions,” and “Have Love that is Reciprocal.”
1.  Have Love Without Records (vv. 21-22) 
The passage opens with Peter asking Jesus how many times we should forgive our brother if he sins against us. In Peter-fashion he suggests the answer, “seven times.” Jesus uses Peter’s words and says, “seventy times seven.” It’s clear that Christ is calling for a love that does not keep a ledger and does not have limits. Christ does not want us to have a record-keeping love, He wants us to have a radical love. When Christ died for us, He did not put a cap on how many sins He would die for. He determined to take on all our sins so that we could have all His righteousness (2 Cor. 5:21). Just as Christ has bore and forgiven our sins against God, we must be like Christ and forgive others’ sins against us.

2. Have Love Without Restrictions (vv. 23-34)
The next movement in the passage consists of Christ telling a story. The master demands payment of the servant. The servant can’t pay. The master demands that he, his wife, his children, and all his possessions be sold to settle the debt. He cries for mercy and the master dissolves the debt and forgives him of the whole large sum that he owed. The forgiven servant goes out and finds a fellow-servant who owes him, and grabs, chokes, and ultimately imprisons the fellow-servant who couldn’t afford to pay him. The master receives the report of what happened, revoked his forgiveness, and threw the first indebted servant in prison to be tortured until he could pay all that he owed.
The parable gives us a picture of God’s forgiveness—it is without restrictions. Anybody can be forgiven of God no matter how much they’ve done. The parable also gives us a picture of ungratefulness—the ungrateful person never considers nor is motivated positively by the grace of God towards him or her. Our love should not only be without records, but it should also be without restrictions—we should be willing and able to forgive anybody.

3. Have Love That’s Reciprocal (v. 35)
The final movement in the passage calls for the reciprocation of love. Scripture tells us that we ought to love as Christ loved (John 13:34-35) and to forgive in the same manner that God has forgiven us (Col. 3:14-15). In the text, Christ says that those who act like the unforgiving servant will receive an unbearable punishment. Furthermore, He says that this kind of forgiveness comes from the heart. So, may the Lord fix and form our hearts so that we may have a love that does not keep records, that does not have restrictions, and a love that reciprocates the love and forgiveness we receive from Christ to others.


Conclusion: Forgiveness can be hard. The way to gain the strength to forgive is by thinking about all the things you have done to offend God. As you consider how much He has forgiven you of, you will gain the strength and motivation to forgive those who hurt, offended, or sinned against you. Remember Christ on the cross and then release the compassion of Christ towards them that cross you.
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