Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor
To be used with Session 3: Pray for Your Neighbor.
Sermon Title Possibilities: The Activity of Love
Scripture: 1 Timothy 2:1-8
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “How to Love Your Neighbor,” this sermon challenges us to make prayer a priority. It teaches us to guard ourselves from making prayer our last resort, and instead make prayer our first response. As we navigate through the current pandemic and witness the turmoil in the world, our response should be faithful fervent prayer.
Introduction: This passage comes from Paul’s first letter to his protégé Timothy. In this letter Paul is providing Timothy with some holy helpful hints on how to lead the people of God, with the Word of God, so that they may function faithfully in the church of God. In these eight verses Paul gives to Timothy—and to us—an exhortation towards peacefulness, an exhortation towards prayerfulness, and an exhortation towards propriety. In doing so, we glean the instructions to: “Pray for People with Variety,” “Pray for People in Authority,” and “Pray for People with Humility.”
1. Pray for People with Variety (v. 1) 
Paul urges Timothy to practice prayer as a pastor and to teach the people he serves to do the same. He speaks of prayer in four ways. He says that Timothy ought to be talking to God with petitions, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgiving on the behalf of all men. Petitions are requests, prayers are expressions of dependence, intercessions are requests for the well-being of others, and thanksgiving is praise. You and I should pray for our neighbors with this kind of variety. We ought to be asking for God’s hand, help, and healing in their lives and thanking Him when we see Him work.

2. Pray for People in Authority (vv. 2-7)
The apostle Paul urges Timothy—and us—to pray for those who are in authority. Paul says that when we pray for police chiefs, mayors, governors, presidents, and prime ministers it lends to us leading a quiet and godly life in all dignity. We are to fight the wickedness in our world with our witness and on our knees. Marches, protests, boycotts, sit-ins, strikes, and voting may have their place, but we are commanded to pray. The weapons of our warfare are spiritual (2 Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 6:10-18). When it comes to law enforcement, the criminal justice system, the congress, senate, supreme court justices, and all the social ills and evils we face today, our primary means of fighting ought to be praying to our God who controls all things.

3. Pray for People with Humility (v. 8)
To be clear, I am not suggesting that we pray for humble people. I am suggesting that we are humble when we pray for people. Paul says that we should pray while lifting up holy hands without anger or argument. Our God is a gracious God, and we ought to pray with a spirit of grace. Our God is a merciful God, and we ought to pray with a heart of mercy. Our God is a holy God, and we ought to pray with a mind-set of holiness.
We ought to give ourselves to prayer because prayer cultivates our relationship with God (James 4:8), because God is moved by our prayers (Heb. 4:16), and because prayer avails much (James 5:16).


Conclusion: One of the premiere preachers in the African American Church—Dr. Frank E. Ray Sr.—is known for holding off on praying a benedictory prayer until the last night in revival services. He simply dismisses crowd after asking them to repeat after him. He says, “No Prayer—No Power; Little Prayer—Little Power; Much Prayer—Much Power.” May the Lord help us to love our neighbors and help change our nation through much prayer.
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