Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor
To be used with Session 2: What Does Love Look Like?
Sermon Title Possibilities: The Attributes of Love
Scripture: 1 Corinthians 13:1-13
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “How to Love Your Neighbor,” this sermon teaches us what love looks like according to Scripture. It reminds us that the love we are to strive to embody and express is grounded in the character of God. The Word teaches that “the one who does not love does not know God, because God is love” (1 John 4:8). 
Introduction: The culture around us uses the term love flippantly. We say we love our dogs, love our cars, love our jobs, and love any and everything else that we seem to enjoy immensely. But love that we are called to possess is something far deeper than our desires and our delight. First Corinthians 13 teaches that we should have a foundational love (v. 1-3), a functional love (v. 4-7), and a faithful love (v. 8-13). Today, let’s learn from this chapter, “The Priority of Love,” “The Practice of Love,” “The Permanence of Love,” and “The Preeminence of Love.”
1. Recognize the Priority of Love (vv. 1-3) 
The apostle Paul suggests that our speaking, prophesying, understanding, knowing, believing, and giving is all worthless if we do not have love. In the Christian faith, everything rises and falls on love. The husband can only love his wife as Christ loved the church to the extent that he loves Christ (Eph. 5:25-32). The wife can only submit to her husband as unto Christ to the extent that she loves Christ (Eph. 5:22-24). The Christian can only do good to those in need to the extent that he/she loves Christ (Matt. 25:31-46). God is love, and we must prioritize Him and the love that He wants to instill in us and express through us.

2. Reflect the Practice of Love (vv. 4-7)
In verses 4-7, the apostle Paul tells us how we ought be by revealing to us what love looks like. The way Paul describes love constitutes the way the Lord demands that we love our neighbors. On the positive side: we should be patient, and kind, we should bear, believe, hope, and endure all things, and we should rejoice in the truth. On the negative side: we should not be envious, boastful, arrogant, rude, self-seeking, irritable, unforgiving, record-keeping, and we shouldn’t take any pleasure in unrighteousness. In other words, devotionally we must live in the love of God and practically we must live out the love of God.

3. Respect the Permanence of Love (v. 8)
The church at Corinth were glorying in their spiritual gifts. They—like we do sometimes—were putting more emphasis on their labor for God than their love for God. Paul told them—and reminds us—that prophecy, tongues, and knowledge will end, but love will never end. Love has an eternal quality that makes it trump any form of service that we can render in the body of Christ. Jeremiah says that the Lord has loved us with an everlasting love and has drawn us to Himself with lovingkindness (Jer. 31:3). Paul reminds us that absolutely nothing can separate us from the love of God (Rom. 8:35-39). It is this kind of constant and unconditional love with which the Lord wants to fill and form our hearts. 

4. Regard the Preeminence of Love (vv. 9-13)
In the last portion of the chapter, Paul gets at how love is the chief thing because it is what matures us into the likeness of Christ. He essentially declares that loving the gifts of the Spirit more than we love the Giver of the Spirit is a mark of spiritual immaturity. But as we grow in love we learn to put away childish thinking and actions. We learn to love God the way He loves us and to love others the way God loves them.
Finally, Paul mentions these three chief graces of the Christian faith: Faith, Hope, and Love. Faith is important because without faith you can’t be saved nor satisfy God (Eph. 2:8; Hebrews 11:6). Hope is important because hope in what we are going through is what sustains us to get through what we are going through (1 Pet. 3-9). But love is the greatest of these because it was love that motivated God to send and sacrifice His Son for our salvation (John 3:16). Additionally, in heaven, there will be no need for faith and hope, but love will last throughout eternity.

Conclusion: May the Lord help you and me to “Recognize the Priority of Love” by always cultivating our relationship with Christ. May He help us to “Reflect the Practice of Love” by always treating people the way Christ would treat them. May He help us to “Respect the Permanence of Love” by loving Him more than we love what we do for Him. And may the Lord help us to “Regard the Preeminence of Love” by always sharing the good news of Christ.
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