Sermon Series: How to Love Your Neighbor
To be used with Session 1: Who Is Your Neighbor?
Sermon Title Possibilities: The Attitude of Love
Scripture: Luke 10:25-37
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “How to Love Your Neighbor,” this sermon teaches us how to embody the love of Christ and embrace others with the love of Christ. The challenge for us is to be a neighbor to every human being in need.
Introduction: In the tenth chapter of the gospel of Luke, the author shows us through the ministry of Christ what to share, what to shout about, and what to show. He illustrates that we should share the good news—we see this in Christ’s sending out of the seventy-two to be witnesses to the lost towns (Luke 10:1-16). He also shows us what to shout about when he reports how Christ told the disciples to “rejoice that your names are written in heaven” (Luke 10:17-20). Then, in our passage, he shows us through Christ’s parable what to show (Luke 10:27-35). We are to show the love of Christ to all who are in need. In this passage, we are challenged to “Be Obeying under the Commandment to the Saints,” “Be Operating with the Compassion of the Saints,” and “Be Outstanding in the Commitment of the Saints.”
1.  Be Obeying under the Commandment to the Saints (vv. 25-28) 
The expert of the law quotes The Great Commandment. This commandment is also found in Matthew 22:35-40, where Christ—according to Kenneth Boa—is commanding that every believer “love God completely, love others compassionately, and love ourselves correctly.”1 My dears, as you excel in your love for God, you are more able to express love towards others. Friends, it is imperative for us to live under this command, so that we can live out this command and be a neighbor to all those who cross our paths.

2. Be Operating with the Compassion of the Saints (vv. 29-35)
The expert in the law moves from trying to trick Jesus to trying to justify himself, he asks Him, “who is my neighbor?” Jesus in turn tells him “The Parable of the Good Samaritan.” In the story the religious reject, the wounded, and the rejected responds to the wounded with grace. We must be careful not to mimic the priest and the Levite in the story. They were religious, but not responsive. The Samaritan on the other hand—whom the Jews saw as abominable and sinful—saw the wounded, served the wounded, and supplied the wounded with what he needed. This is how saints are supposed to respond to others in need. Jesus said that we are to love our neighbors in the same way we love ourselves, and Paul said we are to do good unto all men, “especially for those who belong to the household of faith” (Gal. 6:10).

3. Be Outstanding in the Commitment of the Saints (vv. 36-37)
In these last two verses, we find an interrogative and some instructions from the Lord Jesus Christ. Jesus asks the expert in the law, which of the three proved to be the wounded man’s neighbor. The man answered, “the one who showed mercy to him” (v.37a). Jesus gives the imperative, “Go and do the same” (v.37b). The Samaritan demonstrates the commitment of the saints. Faithful followers of Jesus Christ are committed to adding value to and alleviating pain from the lives of all human beings. The challenge for you and me is to live in such a way that we inclined to and invested in showing the love of Christ towards other people.

Conclusion: In 1995 Rick Warren published a book called The Purpose Driven Church: Every Church Is Big in God’s Eyes. Therein, he argues that what makes a great Christian and a great congregation is “A great commitment to the Great Commandment and the Great Commission.” My prayer today is that the Lord would help you and to not only make disciples for Christ, but to also serve others with the love of Christ.

Reginald D. Taylor is a graduate of Crichton College, Union University, Capital Seminary, and is currently pursuing the Ph.D. degree at Midwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He is the Senior Pastor of The Rock Church in Southaven, MS, and Assistant Professor/Director of Urban Theological Studies at MCUTS @ Union University in Memphis. He and his wife, Tarra, have one son, Reginald D. II, and two grandchildren Micah and Yara.









1. Kenneth Boa, Preaching Resources, Spring 1996, p. 71.
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