Sermon Series: Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives
To be used with Session 6: United Through the Spirit
Sermon Title Possibilities: Better Together
Scripture: I Corinthians 12:4-14


[image: Diagram

Description automatically generated with medium confidence]

Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives,” this sermon explores how Christians can stand together. While there is so much that divides the church, God has given us the Holy Spirit to help unite the church. 
Introduction: One of my favorite movies in which Denzel Washington stars is Remember the Titans. It is much more than a story about a high school football team. It is a true story about two men who overcame their differences and helped an entire town deal with frustration, anger, and mistrust. Herman Boone, the character Denzel Washington played, is the head coach of the football team at a black high school, while Bill Yoast, played by Will Patton, is the head coach of the football team at a white high school. In 1971 the high schools were integrated, and Coach Boone was chosen as the head coach of the football team, while Coach Yoast was demoted to assistant coach. It is a movie with bitter and bold racial overtones. It is a movie that reminds us of how far we have come; and, yet, how far we still have to go. 
During half time of the final game of the season, with unfair referees and a harsh crowd, Coach Boone tells the team: “It's all right. We're in a fight. You boys are doing all that you can do. Anybody can see that. Win or lose . . . We’re gonna walk out of this stadium tonight with our heads held high. Do your best. That's all anybody can ask for. The Julius Cambell character, played Wood Harris, replied and responded to this sincere pep talk with these words: “No, it ain't Coach. With all due respect, uh, you demanded more of us. You demanded perfection. Now, I ain't saying that I'm perfect, 'cause I'm not. And I ain't gonna never be. None of us are. But we have won every single game we have played till now. So, this team is perfect. We stepped out on that field that way tonight. And, uh, if it's all the same to you, Coach Boone, that's how we want to leave it.”
So much can be said about this movie. First, it suggests that we each have individual imperfections. But secondly, it suggests that our individual imperfections are overcome when we perform as players on a team. What Julius was suggesting, and it is the heart of this sermon, is that playing as a team meant more than playing for a trophy. 
If there is any topic that has been identified as divisive in congregations and denominations, it is concerning spiritual gifts. 


1. We Are Educated about Spiritual Gifts (vv. 1-3) 
The Greek word for spiritual gift (charisma) is obviously related to grace, for charis means “grace;” thus a spiritual gift is due to grace. A spiritual gift may be defined as a God-given ability for service. Its origin is from God; it is an ability; whether natural or spiritual; and it is given for the purpose of service.
What is not meant?
A. A spiritual gift is not primarily a place of service. The gift is the ability, not where that ability is exercised.
B. A spiritual gift is not primarily a particular age group ministry. Children, young adults, and seniors benefit from the gift. 
C. A spiritual gift is not primarily a particular specialty of ministry. There is no gift of writing or Christian education in Scripture. However, this may be a ministry where the gift of teaching is exercised.

2. We Have Examples of Spiritual Gifts (vv. 4-10)
There is one Spirit that imparts gifts to the believer. The main issue, however, is that we understand that spiritual gifts are for the common good of the community of believers.  We should strive “to excel in the building up of the church” (I Cor. 14:12). Paul’s concern here was to offer a considerable list so that the church would stop being singular in their own emphasis. We should not place more emphasis on any spiritual gift. 

3. We Are Enriched by Spiritual Gifts (vv. 11-14)
The building up of the community of believers is the basic reason for corporate worship settings, the gifts of the Spirit, and the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. The presence of the Holy Spirit in power and gifts is not the ultimate criterion of the Holy Spirit’s activity. The ultimate criterion of the Holy Spirit’s activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord. Whatever takes away from that, even if legitimate expressions of the Holy Spirit, begins to move away from Christ to just a fascination with spiritual activity. 


Conclusion: 
There is a story about two friends who were from childhood named Margaret and Ruth. Both were skilled piano players. At one point, Margaret suffered a stroke, which left her paralyzed on the right side. A month later, Ruth also suffered a stroke, which left her paralyzed on the left side. They were soon placed in a convalescent home. The director of the home discovered they were both former skilled musicians. He purchased a piano with a bench and announced that the two ladies would give a concert. How?
The direct put Margaret on the left side of the bench because she was paralyzed on her right. He put Ruth on the right side of the bench because she was paralyzed on her left. And together, they began to play. He put their paralyzed parts together. So that they could do together what they could not do by themselves. They were better together.
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