Sermon Series: Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives
To be used with Session 5: Walking with the Spirit
Sermon Title Possibilities: You Bring Out the Best in Me
Scripture: Galatians 5:16-25
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives,” this sermon encourages us to live a life so submitted to the Holy Spirit, that people will see the best in us and not the worst in us. 
Introduction: In 2011, the R&B singer Tyrese released the song, “Best in Me.” The song spoke about how a certain relationship brought out the best in him. It is a true that people can either bring out the best in us or the worst in us. What has been brought out of you because of certain people in your life? God has indwelled us with the Holy Spirit, so that at all times individuals might see the best in us and not the worst in us. 

1. Our Responsibility (vv. 16-18) 
I love to watch military performances, such as those included in the funerals of Presidents of the United States. These performances enthrall us because of the discipline and cadence of the military. Even though the soldiers represent different branches of the military, staying in step must be followed by each one, if they are to carry out their duties, including a military performance, with elegance and reverence.

This is the thrust of what this passage is revealing to us. Paul is instructing us to keep in step with the Holy Spirit as we walk with Him. Walking in the Spirit means submitting ourselves to the presence and person of the Holy Spirit. It means allowing the Holy Spirit to be our lead and our guide. To do the opposite of this, is to allow our flesh to lead and guide us. We have the responsibility to stay in step with the Spirit and not with our flesh.

2. Our Ruin (vv. 19-21)
How do we know when we are out of step with the Holy Spirit? We are out of step with the Holy Spirit when people see the worst of us and not the best of us. The works of the flesh that are listed in these verses describe the actions of an individual who is out of step with the Spirit. The worst of us—sexual immorality, moral impurity, promiscuity, idolatry, sorcery, hatreds, strife, jealousy,  outbursts of anger, selfish ambitions, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing—each come from a life of disobedience.



3. Our Renown (vv. 22-25)
God has given us the Holy Spirit to bring out the best of us. The best of us is a life that yields the fruit of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The true evidence of our spirituality is the fruit we bear. 

Jesus reminds us of this truth in Luke 13:6-9, when He shares “The Parable of the Barren Fig Tree.” How much of your time is spent on the worthy and the worthwhile? The parable of the fig tree invites us to work on the barrenness or fruitlessness of our lives. When we live our lives exhibiting the fruit of the Spirit, we live our lives as if it were a gift from God. However, we cannot produce the fruit of the Spirit until we allow our lives to be crucified. Less of me and more of the Spirit is the key to the best of me. 


Conclusion: 
On May 13,1981 the late Pope John Paul II was seriously wounded while passing through Saint Peter’s Square in an open car. He was shot by 23-year-old escaped Turkish murderer Mehmet Ali Agca. The Pope was rushed by ambulance to Rome’s Gemelli Hospital, where he underwent more than five hours of surgery for life threatening injuries to his abdomen. Two years later the Pope visited Agca in his prison cell. There, holding the hands of the man who pulled the trigger of the gun that wounded him, the Pope prayed and expressed an attitude of forgiveness toward Agca. Mehmet Ali Agca’s actions did not bring out the worst in Pope John Paul II, His actions brought out the best in the Pope. 
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