Sermon Series: Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives
To be used with Session 3: Indwelt by the Spirit
Sermon Title Possibilities: We Are Family
Scripture: Romans 8:9-17
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives,” this sermon encourages believers to stop dwelling on the sins of their past and start living their best life relying on the Spirit of God. 
Introduction: Sir Edwin Landseer was one of the most famous painters of the Victorian era. His talent developed early, and he had the first showing of his work at the Royal Academy when he was just thirteen years old. He was commissioned to do several official portraits of the royal family, and even gave private drawing lessons to Queen Victoria and Prince Albert. But he was best known for his depictions of the natural settings and life in the Scottish Highlands.
One day as he was visiting a family in an old mansion in Scotland, one of the servants spilled a pitcher of soda water, leaving a large stain on the wall. While the family was out for the day, Landseer remained behind. Using charcoal, he incorporated the stain into a beautiful drawing. When the family returned, they found a picture of a waterfall surrounded by trees and animals. He used his skill to make something beautiful out of what had been an unsightly mess.
If God forgives sins, then why should a child of God insist on holding on to their past. We have been made new and made alive in Christ. 
1. Our Past Is Dead (vv. 9-11) 
Paul uses the words “flesh” and “spirit” not to designate two parts of human nature but rather to represent two ways of living. Life pursued according to flesh is the life influenced by rebellion and idolatry. Life in the Spirit, on the other hand, is life set free from bondage to self and sin, and therefore also from law. If we walk in the Spirit, we will not fulfill the desires of our flesh (Gal. 5:16). This is the power of being indwelled with the Spirit. The Holy Spirit reminds us that we are dead to sin. The “old you” has died. 

2. Our Present Debt (vv. 12-13)
While we are not saved by our works, we are saved for good works. Ephesians 2:8-10 says, “For you are saved by grace through faith, and this is not from yourselves; it is God’s gift—not from works, so that no one can boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared ahead of time for us to do.” 

The late Fred B. Craddock, professor of Preaching and New Testament at Candler School of Theology in Atlanta says that this Ephesian text answers the question, “what does it mean to become a Christian?” He said: “The language is vivid: You were dead.” This is to say, you were caught in a futile way of life obedient to desires of the flesh, seeking the approval of your culture, heeding every inclination that led away from God, aimless and helpless to extricate yourself. But God, rich in love and mercy, by free unmerited favor quickened your life and set you in a safe place in the constant presence of Christ. You are now alive, but not simply in order to enjoy God’s grace. You have been created again as God’s masterpiece for two purposes: to show what God can do through Jesus Christ, and to serve human need, engaging in good works which reflect the nature of God as gracious love. We have been made alive, but not simply in order to enjoy God’s grace. You have been created again as God’s masterpiece for two purposes: to show what God can do through Jesus Christ, and to serve human need, engaging in good works which reflect the nature of God as gracious love.

This is the gist of what Paul is saying to the Roman believers. We are not debtors to the flesh, living our lives according to the flesh. Our debt is to Jesus Christ for the suffering he voluntarily endured for our sins. He paid a debt He did not owe. However, He paid a debt we could not pay. Because of this, we should live our lives honoring that sacrifice.

3. Our Passionate Dad (vv. 14-17)
In 1979, the song, “We Are Family” was released. You might remember the lyrics. The song reminded us that regardless of how we are judged because of our race, economic status, or religion, we are family. To be a member of a family confers upon a person certain privileges and responsibilities toward other members of that family which are among the closest of any human ties. To be a member of a family means one shares with others a common life shared in mutual interrelationship. When we received Jesus Christ, we became members of another family—God’s family. God through the indwelling of the Spirit treats us just like family. 

Conclusion: 
We are family because of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit It is only the Holy Spirit, not our works, which affirms our relationship with God. We have been sealed with the Spirit until the day of redemption (Eph. 4:30). Therefore, it is important that we live our lives as children of our heavenly Father. Welcome to the family. 
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