Sermon Series: Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives
To be used with Session 2: Born Again by the Spirit
Sermon Title Possibilities: Filling the Holes in Our Hearts
Scripture: John 3:1-8
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Connection with Unit Theme:  To complement the small group study “Never Alone: The Holy Spirit in our Lives,” this sermon reminds us that the Holy Spirit is the only person that can fill our voids. 
Introduction: An atrial septal defect is a birth defect of the heart in which there is a hole in the wall (septum) that divides the upper chambers (atria) of the heart. Many cardiologists recommend surgery to repair a medium to large atrial septal defect that has been diagnosed during childhood or adulthood to prevent future complications. Like infants born with an atrial septal defect, many individuals have a spiritual hole in their hearts. Though we may look to other persons, our accomplishments, or other means of repairing that hole, only the Holy Spirit can fill the holes in our hearts.
1. The Futility of Religion (v. 1) 
Nicodemus was serious about religion. He was a ruler in Israel, of a ruling body called the Sanhedrin. They were responsible for the most important decisions made about religious life in Israel. He was serious about obeying every command of Scripture. However, regardless of how complete he was according to the law, he was still lacking.

Nicodemus coming to Jesus by night is a reminder to us that religion is empty. Quoting Scripture verses but having no relationship with the God of Scripture only leaves us empty. How often do we find that our achievements and accomplishments only provide for us temporary satisfaction? Our titles will not get us into heaven.

2. The Frustration of Religion (vv. 2-4)
Nicodemus was frustrated because his religion prevented him from understanding the words of Jesus Christ. Paul reminds us that, “For who knows a person’s thoughts except his spirit within him? In the same way, no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God” (1 Cor. 2:11). Jesus is speaking about spiritual things, yet Nicodemus can only understand it naturally. Why? Because religion always leads us to a dead end.

3. The Fulfilment of our Relationship (vv. 5-8)
Being born again is a spiritual birth. It is the act of allowing our natural man to die to sin and being raised to new life in Christ through the Spirit. The only way to experience and enjoy the kingdom of God is through a relationship with Jesus Christ. You must be born-again. What Nicodemus needed most was not a natural birth but a spiritual birth. What Nicodemus was searching for, was right before him, yet he walked away with a hole in his heart still. 

Conclusion: 
Many theologians throughout history have said that the God of love and grace, justice and community is found in the margins, in the darkness. No matter where humanity resides, God is found when we finally acknowledge the poverty, the grief, and the thirst of our souls. I am trying to suggest that only the love of God can patch the hole in your heart.
James Rowe penned these words:
“I was sinking deep in sin, far from the peaceful shore.
Very deeply stained within, sinking to rise no more;
But the Master of the sea heard my despairing cry,
From the waters lifted me – Now safe am I
Love lifted me, love lifted me, when nothing else could help, love lifted me.”1
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