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Introduction 
When I was small, we lived in a beautiful, lumbering-era house on the banks of the 
Saginaw River. There was a small orchard of apple trees in the back yard and a wide 
ribbon of lawn that ran from the house down to the river. My earliest memories are 
of the river in spring, swollen with snowmelt. 

I remember watching the brackish waters rush past with a sense of awe. Across the 
river was Ojibwa Island, an island of mystery to me. Had Ojibwa Indians really lived 
there? Where were they now? 

Sometimes on Sundays, my family and I went across the river into town to the Log 
Mark Hotel to have dinner with Nana, my father’s mother. I remember still the fresh, 
white linen on the tables, the walls decorated with black and white photos of loggers 
standing with pyramids of cut lumber. Hung about the restaurant were crosscut saws, 
axes, and cast-iron branding rods; the “log marks” that identified ownership of each 
log. I often asked about the pictures and memorabilia. My father enjoyed telling the 
stories about the loggers. Often, one story led to another and I would hear of the 
voyageurs, the Ojibwa, and the hardy German or Irish settlers who came to the 
region. 

Since those early days, I have traveled and lived all over the state of Michigan; east, 
west, south, and north, especially north. I found stories everywhere I went and I 
enjoyed them all. This study guide is a result of my love affair with Michigan. My 
hope is that through the stories, legends, and true-life accounts of Michigan’s rich 
past and present you will come to love her as I do and discover there is always more 
to learn and to love. 

Sheila Carroll 
Mount Pleasant, Michigan 
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Getting the most out of The LBC Guide to 
Michigan History Through Literature 

 

Enjoying Michigan history 
Students can and should enjoy history, especially the history of the state in which 
they live. Dates and dry facts do not inspire a love of one’s home state; experiencing 
real-life people surviving the drama and intensity of their times does. Michigan’s 
history is jam-packed with people and events that changed the world. These stories 
are best told through good literature because good literature makes the dates and 
facts memorable and understandable. 

This study guide is intended to build an understanding of Michigan history, era by era, 
through the lives of the people who lived it. The study guide recommends three kinds 
of literature: biographies, non-fiction, and historical fiction. It is important to have a 
balance of all three in order to keep interest high and history accurate. 

 

Schedule for teaching The LBC Guide to Michigan History 
Through Literature 
I recommend taking 2-3 years to complete the study of Michigan history. This allows 
for taking field trips and going more deeply into a particular time period, if there is 
interest. However, devoting this much time may not always be possible. The study 
guide can be completed in one calendar school year of 36 weeks. At LBC we break 
these weeks down into four terms to aid in planning. The first eight weeks are for 
instruction, and week nine is a flex week for finishing work and assessing learning. 

 
Suggested Schedule 
Term I  Week 1  Getting Started Activities 
  Weeks 2-9  Eras 1 and 2  
Term II  Weeks 10-18  Eras 3, 4, and 5 
Term III  Weeks 19-28  Eras 6 and 7 
Term IV  Weeks 29-36  Era 8, Natural Resources of Michigan, and  
    Michigan Government 
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Support materials 
The State of Michigan has published a number of items that will be helpful during 
your study of Michigan history. In addition to the specific titles listed below, 
additional publications can be found at <capitol.michigan.gov/Publications>. 

Introducing Michigan’s Past: An overview for teachers 
<www.lionsdistrict11a2.org/Mi_Hist/Files/Michigans%20Past.pdf> 
A full color booklet; 33 pp.; 480 KB by Michigan History Magazine; covers from 
prehistoric to modern Michigan in 12 segments, with some teaching ideas. 

Getting to Know Michigan 
<legislature.mi.gov/Publications/GTKM-complete.pdf> 
A black and white booklet; 33 pp.; 804 KB; a coloring book with lots of information, 
dates and pictures. 

Michigan’s State Symbols 
<www.michigan.gov/documents/mhc_mhm_statesymbols2002_47909_7.pdf> 
A two-page color brochure with pictures explaining the state symbols, such as flower, 
bird, soil, tree, fossil, gem, etc. 

Michigan’s Natural Resources and Environment: A citizen’s guide 
<www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/publications/NaturalResources.pdf> 
A black and white booklet; 41 pp.; 316 KB; a thorough look at the environment and 
natural resources of Michigan. 

Portraits of Michigan 
<legislature.mi.gov/Publications/PortraitsofMI.pdf> 
A black and white booklet; 52 pp.; 868 KB; history and facts of Michigan; with lots 
of pictures. 

Michigan State Capitol 
<legislature.mi.gov/Publications/MichiganStateCapitol.pdf> 
A full-color booklet; 28 pp.; 444 KB; includes an historic “tour” of the state capitol 
building; with lots of historic and modern pictures and drawings. 

Recycling Coloring Book 
<legislature.mi.gov/Publications/RecyclingColoring.pdf> 
A black and white booklet; 20 pp.; 120 KB; a whimsical coloring and activity book; a 
good resource for teaching about recycling. 
  

http://capitol.michigan.gov/Publications
http://www.lionsdistrict11a2.org/Mi_Hist/Files/Michigans%20Past.pdf
http://www.lionsdistrict11a2.org/Mi_Hist/Files/Michigans%20Past.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/GTKM-complete.pdf
https://www.michigan.gov/documents/mhc_mhm_statesymbols2002_47909_7.pdf
http://www.michigan.gov/documents/mhc_mhm_statesymbols2002_47909_7.pdf
https://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/publications/NaturalResources.pdf
http://www.legislature.mi.gov/documents/publications/NaturalResources.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/PortraitsofMI.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/MichiganStateCapitol.pdf
http://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/RecyclingColoring.pdf
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Citizen’s Guide to State Government 
<legislature.mi.gov/Publications/CitGuide-2018_WEB.pdf> 
A full-color booklet; 84 pp.; 804 KB; a thorough reference to elected officials, judges, 
and a how-to for citizen participation in matters of state government. 

 

Steps for teaching each era 
1. Read the “Overview” materials in each section before beginning your study of 

that time period. 
2. Select the books you wish to use. You will not use all the books listed, as some 

are for older children and some for younger. 
3. Plan regular time for reading aloud and silent reading. Allow time each week for 

work in the My Michigan Notebook. 
4. Use the narration questions to assess learning. The narration questions are meant 

to be examples of the types of questions you may want to ask. To learn how to 
teach your child this important skill in your study of Michigan, see “Telling Back: 
The Art of Narration.” 
<s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf> 

 

Abbreviations 
Each book cited in this study guide is followed by one or more abbreviations. This 
coding system is used to help you select the book which fits the needs and the age of 
the student. The meaning of each abbreviation is explained below. 

B Biography 
CFA Childhood of Famous Americans series 
EL Elementary (Grades 3-8) 
EL/RA For older elementary students, can be read aloud to younger children 
F Fiction 
NF Non-fiction 
PB Picture Book 
RA Read Aloud 
YA Young Adult matter (14 and up) 
YA/RA Young Adult reading level but subject suitable for elementary students. 
  

http://legislature.mi.gov/Publications/CitGuide-2018_WEB.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
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Hard to find and out-of-print books 
Several of the books used throughout this guide are hard to find and/or out-of-print. 
Your library may have some of these in their collection, if not, ask your librarian for 
help getting them through MelCat (Michigan eLibrary) or interlibrary loan. If you 
would like to purchase a used copy, you can check online at used bookseller such as 
ABE Books <www.abebooks.com>, Alibris <www.alibris.com>, ThriftBooks 
<www.thriftbooks.com>, or Amazon <www.amazon.com>. 

 

Getting started activities 
Mapping Michigan 
• Relief Map 

Build a relief map of Michigan, including the Great Lakes. Take a heavy board of 
at least 20”x 40,” outline the map and lakes with a pencil. Then mix 1 part salt to 
2 parts flour; add water to create a sticky but not too wet dough. Apply to the 
outline of the map on the board. After the dough has dried (2-3 days), paint the 
map and label key areas (e.g., lakes, Lansing, Detroit). 

• Outline Maps 
Appendix B of the study guide includes outline maps of Michigan and the United 
States. Use them to make copies for different activities. 

• DOT Map 
A Department of Transportation map should be obtained. Michigan maps are free 
at Michigan Visitors Centers, or you can purchase a map at most gas stations. Put 
the map on the wall for ready reference throughout your study. 

Getting to Know Michigan 
This booklet from the State of Michigan is downloadable (see Support Materials p. 7) 
and contains quizzes, puzzles, and pages to color, relating to Michigan’s history. It is 
a great “starter” for a study of Michigan, especially for younger children. 

My Michigan Notebook 
A key feature of this study guide, besides the use of good literature, is creating a My 
Michigan Notebook. The notebook should be divided into ten sections, as is the study 
guide. The notebook then becomes a place to keep written narrations, stories, quotes, 
research, and information. Encourage creativity and personal involvement. Regular 
work in the notebook will result in a treasure that can be added to for the rest of your 
student’s life. It is also an effective tool for you to assess learning. 
  

http://www.abebooks.com/
http://www.alibris.com/
http://www.alibris.com/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/
https://www.thriftbooks.com/
https://www.amazon.com/
https://www.amazon.com/
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The ideas for work in the notebook are meant to be suggestive of types of activities. 
You may have other ideas and your student may also. Be sure to include these. If you 
have any ideas to share with Living Books Curriculum, we would love to see them. 
Email us at charlottemasonhomeschooling@gmail.com. 

To prepare the notebook, purchase a three-ring binder, ten divider tabs, and plastic 
sheet protectors. Have the student decorate the cover. The plastic sheet protectors are 
meant to hold pictures, bulky samples, and souvenirs of field trips. Label the divider 
tabs Era 1, Era 2, etc. 

 

Ongoing activities 
Timeline 
Keeping a timeline helps the learner put events in context. There are many ways to 
make a timeline. One easy way is to take sheets of light-colored construction paper or 
colored bond, three-hole punch the 11” side, insert it into the My Michigan Notebook 
and label it “Era 1.” Each time a new era is added, tape a new piece of construction or 
colored paper to the previous paper. When not in use, fold the papers. When 
completed with all 8 eras, it should open outward like an accordion. Note: for 
comparison, there is a timeline in Portraits of Michigan, p. 24 (see Support Materials 
p. 7) 

Michigan History Museum 
<www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html> 
The Michigan History Museum tells Michigan’s story from the earliest times to 1900, 
through permanent exhibits on its second floor. Exhibits about Michigan in the 20th 
century fill the third floor. Special exhibits in a first-floor gallery change yearly and 
have focused on collections and themes ranging from underwater archaeology to Civil 
War flags. Plan a visit to the museum or explore the exhibits online. 

 

Michigan history library 
The books recommended in this study guide are only a few of the many, many great 
books available. I highly recommend starting a Michigan history library. As you 
travel to an interesting spot in Michigan, look over the books in a gift shop or 
bookstore. Small local presses publish some of the treasures I have found. The other 
source is out-of-print books. Look for books at library sales or in used bookstores. 
Other sources for out-of-print books are listed in the “Hard to find and out-of-print 
books” section on p. 9. 
  

mailto:charlottemasonhomeschooling@gmail.com
https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html
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Narration questions 
“Narrating is an art, like poetry-making or painting, because it is there in 
every child’s mind, waiting to be discovered, and is not the process of 
disciplinary education.” –Charlotte Mason, Home Education 

Throughout the study guide, examples of narration questions are included. The Living 
Books Curriculum uses narration as a tool of learning. Most children delight in telling 
you what they know about a subject if it interests them. Charlotte Mason, an 
educational reformer of the last century whose methods we use, believed that this love 
of telling could be used as a foundation for self-education. 

Narration is retelling in one’s own words what has just been read (either aloud or 
silently). It is a natural way to demonstrate and organize what one has learned from 
the reading. Charlotte Mason’s idea of narration as a tool for education and 
assessment was far broader in intent than mere “parroting back” of information. It 
involves really knowing the thing that has been read. If your student is new to 
narration, begin by allowing him/her to practice with short paragraphs of high interest. 
A story or a description of Native Americans or voyageurs is a good choice. Before 
reading the selection, say, “I am going to read this one time. I would like you to listen 
and tell me back in your own words what it says.” Then, read the passage and allow 
the student to narrate without interruption from you. This whole process should last 
no longer than 5-10 minutes. Repeat this consistently each day for a few weeks, and 
then lengthen the selection. You will be amazed at how much is retained when using 
this method. For more information on narration, read “Telling Back: The Art of 
Narration.” <s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf> 

 

Annotated bibliography 
The annotated bibliography at the end of this study guide provides you with detailed 
information about the books cited in each era. The purpose of the bibliography is to 
provide you with enough background to make an informed choice as to whether a 
given book will suit your needs. For ordering through interlibrary loan or for purchase, 
we have included title, author and ISBN number. 

 

Questions or suggestions 
We will continue to update this study guide in order to make it the best possible 
source for a literature approach to Michigan history. We welcome your suggestions, 
questions, and comments. Email us at charlottemasonhomeschooling@gmail.com. 

https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
https://s3.amazonaws.com/CMH_Weekly/Telling_back_art_of_narration.pdf
mailto:charlottemasonhomeschooling@gmail.com
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Era 1: Native Americans in Michigan 
Prehistory-1600 

 

“Toward calm and shady places I am walking on the Earth.” 
 - Ojibwa Song 

 

People, places, and events 
• Hopewell (BC 300-AD 500) 
• Migration of the People of the Three Fires 
• Early Viking explorations (1362) 

 

Overview 
Note: For information on overview materials cited in each era, see Support 

Materials in “Getting the Most Out of The LBC Guide to Michigan History Through 
Literature” (p. 6 of this guide). Occasionally, I supplement the information given in 
Introducing Michigan’s Past. 

Read Introducing Michigan’s Past: An overview for teachers, pp. 6-7. 

 

Hopewell 
The Hopewell were one of the first indigenous people to live in Michigan. They 
made great use of rare metals, such as copper, and established a trading network, 
which extended as far south as the Gulf of Mexico. By A.D. 500 there is no more 
archaeological evidence of the Hopewell. 

The Hopewell are known most for their large burial mounds. The largest of these is 
Norton Mounds near Grand Rapids. The Norton Mounds consist of thirteen conical-
shaped earthen mounds, the largest of which is 15 feet high and 80 feet in diameter. 
They are clearly visible along the flat flood plain of the Grand River, southwest of 
downtown Grand Rapids. The mounds are preserved within Millennium Park, which 
when complete will be one of the nation’s largest urban parks, measuring nearly 2-
1/2 times larger than New York’s Central Park, 
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Three Fires 
The people of the Three Fires migrated to the Michigan area well before the early 
French explorations. The oral tradition of the Anishnawbe, as these native people 
call themselves, tells how they lived on the shores of the Atlantic Ocean or the Great 
Salt Sea, as part of the Algonquin Nation. The Algonquin called themselves “The 
Seven Fires” because of the seven loosely associated tribal groups. A saying has 
come down through the Anishnawbe elders that the people were so powerful and 
numerous that one could stand on the highest mountain, look in all directions, and 
still not see the end of the people of the Seven Fires. 

A prophet of the First Fire had a vision that a “light-skinned race” would come and 
destroy them all unless they left their home on the Great Salt Sea. He said they must 
follow the waterways until they came to the “place of the turtle.” Six of the seven 
“fires” or groups left the Great Salt Sea and began the migration. The Abnaki, or 
Daybreak People, stayed behind. Very little remains of these people today. It is 
thought that early contact with Europeans exposed them to measles, smallpox, and 
tuberculosis, from which they died in large numbers. 

The other tribal groups traveled along the St. Lawrence Seaway. Warring tribes and 
differing interpretations of the prophecy resulted in many groups starting permanent 
settlements along the way. The three remaining Fires— Potawatomi, Ojibwa and 
Odawa—entered Michigan and traveled along the shores of Lake Huron until they 
reached what is now the Straits of Mackinac. There, by tradition, they saw a small 
island that appeared to be in the shape of a turtle. They called the place 
Michilimackinac, or “the Place of the Turtle.” Today we know the area as Mackinac 
Island. In the decades that followed with explorers, voyageurs, British soldiers, and 
American settlers, this island and the Straits of Mackinac have proven to be a critical 
stopping-off place in Michigan history. 

Many of the Odawa and Potawatomi settled in various parts of the Lower Peninsula. 
The Ojibwa, living around the upper Great Lakes, tell of the continuation of the 
migration to the Madeleine Islands in Lake Superior. 

They say it was the final stopping place for the Anishnawbe people. 

Early Viking Explorations 
It is generally accepted that Leif Erickson landed on the shores of Newfoundland, 
Canada around A.D. 1000. Little is known of the subsequent explorations into the 
interior of North America. A persistent theory asserts that Vikings traveled to the 
Great Lakes and came as far northwest as Kensington, Minnesota. In 1898 a farmer 
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clearing a field found a rune stone measuring thirty-one inches high and weighing 
202 pounds. The runic script on the rune stone read: 

“8 Goths and 22 Norwegians on exploration journey from Vinland over the west. We 
camp by 2 skerries one day-journey from this stone. We were [here] and fished one 
day. After we came home, 10 men red with blood and tortured. Hail Virgin Mary, 
save from evil. Have 10 men by the sea to look after our ship, 14 day-journeys from 
this island year 1362.” 

 

Books for study 
• Nishnawbe: The story of Indians in Michigan, Lynn Deur; (EL, NF) 
• Birchbark House, Louise Erdrich (EL/RA, F) 
• Hiawatha, Henry Wordsworth Longfellow, Susan Jeffers (EL, F) Abridged 

version. 

 

Supplementary reading 
• Walk-In-Peace: Legends and stories of Michigan Indians, Simon Otto (EL, F) 
• Indian School, Gloria Whelan (EL, F) 

 

Activities 
Marbles Ojibwa-style 
Find spherical stones similar to marbles or use marbles. Dig enough holes to equal 
the number of stones. The holes should resemble the stones in size and dimension. 
The stones are then cast sideways into the holes. The winner is the one who gets the 
most stones into the holes with a single throw. 

Ojibwa Poetry 
The Ojibwa have created wonderful poems and songs. In the past they composed 
lines about a hero, an event, or a creature in nature. Here’s an activity that resembles 
the process of observing natural events and writing an expressive work to celebrate it. 

Step 1. Read the poem “Fire-Fly Song” in Nishnawbe (p. 31) one time, then read it 
again with listener’s eyes closed. Ask the listener to describe what they see 
in their minds when the poem is read. 
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Step 2. Go on a nature walk. Discover an interesting plant or insect. Spend time 
talking about the appearance (its color, size, shape), what it does, how it 
looks in its setting, how it makes the student feel when he/she looks at it. 

Step 3. Write a nature cinquain (a five-line poem) using the subject that was chosen. 
Draw on the following pattern as a guide: 

Title Robin 
Line one: one word, a noun Mother 
Line two: two words, adjectives or adverbs Intently, earnestly 
Line three: three words, verbs Finding, capturing, feeding, 
Line four: four words that show feeling She works so hard 
Line five: one word, a synonym for line one Robin 

Variation: If a walk outdoors isn’t an option, bring some very special animal or plant 
(such as a snake or Venus flytrap) indoors to observe. 

Michigan’s Native Peoples Today 
Look at the “Map of Michigan Indian Reservations” in Appendix B. Consider the 
fact that originally all lands in Michigan belonged to native people. How large are 
the reservations today? Discuss how that would affect their way of life and their 
traditions. 

My Michigan Notebook 
• Update timeline. 
• On a map of the United States trace the journey of the Three Fires from the 

Atlantic into the Great Lakes and up to the Madeleine Islands. Next, make a 
guess as to the route the Vikings might have taken to reach Minnesota. 

• Illustrate the nature poem and add to your notebook. 
• Enter the written narration of the migration of the Three Fires people, with 

illustrations, if desired. 
• Choose 10-20 Ojibwa terms from “Glossary of Ojibwa Terms,” p. 241 in 

Birchbark House or from the other two works listed and make an Ojibwa 
dictionary of favorite terms. 

• Trace or draw freehand the picture of the Ojibwa wigwam (p. 15) and the 
Odawa longhouse (p. 19) in Nishnawbe. Include a description of how and of 
what they were constructed. An alternative is to construct a model of a wigwam 
or a longhouse. 
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• Memory work 
Memorize the introduction in The Song of Hiawatha, lines 1-35; or, Canto XXII: 
“Hiawatha’s Departure,” lines 1-29. 

 

Sample narration questions 
• Tell the story of the migration of the people of the Three Fires. Note: For older 

children, make it a written narration; for younger children, transcribe the 
narration for them, then enter in My Michigan Notebook. 

• Name five qualities of character that Longfellow attributes to Hiawatha and 
explain with an example from the poem. (Note: There are many possible 
answers, including courage, wisdom, cleverness, respect for elders, and 
selflessness). 

• In the book Birchbark House, Omakaya and her family contracted small pox. 
Tell the story of how that happened and why. 

• Today, the people of the Three Fires have gambling casinos throughout the state 
that bring in large sums of money for each tribe. Some people feel this is a 
benefit and some feel this is a problem? Do you know why this would be so? If 
you have visited a casino, describe what you did and saw there. 

 

Vocabulary 
• Tribe: A group of people made up of many families or clans 
• Clan: A family group made up of many extended members 
• Algonquin: Refers to the tribal group of North American Indians who share a 

similar language 
• Megwetch: (Mee-gwetch) Ojibwa for “Thank you” 
• Boozhoo: (Boo-shoe) Ojibwa greeting 
• Rune stone: A letter, or character, belonging to the written language of the 

ancient Norsemen 
• Skerries: small rocky reef or island 

See the “Glossary of Ojibwa Terms,” p. 241, in Birchbark House for more 
vocabulary 
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Field trips 
Ziibiwing Center of Anishnawbe Culture & Lifeways 
<www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing> 
Located in Mt. Pleasant, the Ziibiwing Center was created to enlighten and educate 
all communities in the rich culture, heritage, and history of the Anishnawbe people 
of the Great Lakes. It features Diba Jimooyung: Telling Our Story, a permanent 
exhibit, changing exhibits, lectures, and educational opportunities. 

Michigan History Museum 
<www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html> 
Located in Lansing, the museum has a very informative collection of exhibits of 
Michigan’s past, including an explanation of the Native People of Michigan. The 
LBC Guide to Michigan History Through Literature uses the same era divisions as 
the History Museum. A virtual tour of the museum is available on their website. 

Powwow 
Many of the tribes in Michigan have an annual powwow that includes traditional 
dancing, food, and crafts. Use the “Map of Michigan Indian Reservations” in 
Appendix B to determine the tribe nearest you. Then, inquire when their next 
celebration occurs. 

Sanilac Petroglyphs 
<www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87298-493500--,00.html> 
Located near Cass City, the Sanilac Petroglyphs rock carvings were rediscovered 
after massive forest fires swept the Lower Peninsula in 1881. Native Americans 
created this artwork 300 to 1,000 years ago. 

 

Links 
The Kensington Rune Stone 
<www.thekensingtonrunestone.com> 

 

Notes 
Rune stones 
The Norsemen had an alphabet, consisting of sixteen letters, or characters, called 
runes. The meaning of the word rune is “mystery,” which alludes to the fact that 
originally only a few were acquainted with the use and meaning of these marks. 

http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing/
http://www.sagchip.org/ziibiwing
https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87196---,00.html
https://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87298-493500--,00.html
http://www.michigan.gov/mhc/0,9075,7-361-85147_87298-493500--,00.html
https://www.thekensingtonrunestone.com/
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Pronunciation of Ojibwa words 
Ojibwa is an oral language. Attempts were made to write it down beginning with the 
Jesuits and early missionaries. Because it is an oral language pronunciation varies. 
Anishnawbe, for example, is the name that this people group calls itself. They are 
also called Anishinabek and Nishnawbe. 

Chippewa vs. Ojibwa 
There is confusion about the name “Chippewa.” The Chippewa are the Anishnawbe 
people, as are the Ojibwa. The name Chippewa is a corruption of Ojibwa, which 
means, “to roast until puckered.” This phrase refers to the process of roasting their 
newly sewn moccasins until they pucker. Ojibwa is the name that this people group 
uses when speaking to others about themselves. 

What happens next? 

After the initial contact with Europeans, the way of life of the people of the Three 
Fires was altered. Attempts were made to wipe them out altogether. In Eras 2, 3, 4, 
and 7, the continuing saga of the Ojibwa is chronicled through the literature cited. 
Call attention to this emerging destiny as you continue your studies of Michigan 
history. 

Song of Hiawatha 
The Song of Hiawatha is based on the life of the Algonquin chieftain De-kanah-wi-
da, legends, and stories of the Ojibwa Indians of northern Michigan originally 
collected by Henry Rowe Schoolcraft. Jeffers’ version is abridged and appropriate 
for lower elementary students. 

For upper elementary children, I recommend reading the poem in its entirety over a 
period of 2-3 weeks. You can download the complete text of Song of Hiawatha, by 
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow at <www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/The-Song-Of-
Hiawatha.pdf>. (F, YA/RA) An audio version is available at LibriVox 
<librivox.org/the-song-of-hiawatha-by-henry-wadsworth-longfellow/>. 
 

https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/The-Song-Of-Hiawatha.pdf
https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/The-Song-Of-Hiawatha.pdf
https://www.fulltextarchive.com/pdfs/The-Song-Of-Hiawatha.pdf
https://librivox.org/the-song-of-hiawatha-by-henry-wadsworth-longfellow/
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Era 2: French in Michigan 1600-1763 
 

People, places, and events 
• Etienne Brulé, first explorer to Great Lakes (1620) 
• Peré Marquette founded first permanent settlement in Sault Ste. Marie (1668) 
• Sieur de la Salle built first ship to sail Great Lakes (1678) 
• Fur trade and the voyageurs (1600-1780) 
• Ojibway relations with Europeans 
• Antoine de Mothe Cadillac founds Detroit (1701) 

 

Overview 
Read: Introducing Michigan’s Past: An overview for teachers, pp. 8-9. 

 

Books for study 

• First Lady of Detroit: The story of Marie-Thérèse Guyon, Mme. Cadillac, Karen 
E. Bush (YA/RA, B) 

• LaSalle of the Mississippi, Ronald Syme (EL, B), especially recommended for 
study 

• LaSalle, Jeff Donaldson-Forbes (EL, B), alternate book 
• The Voyageur, Grace Lee Nute (EL/YA, NF) 
• The Illustrated Voyageur, Howard Sivertson (EL, NF) 
• With Pipe, Paddle and Song, Elizabeth Yates (YA, F) 

 

Supplementary reading 
• Calling the Griffin, Janie Lynn Panagopoulos (EL, F) 
• Traders in Time, Janie Lynn Panagopoulos (EL, F) 
• Marquette and Joliet: Voyagers on the Mississippi, Ronald Syme (EL, B) 
• Legends of Le Detroit, Marie C. Hamlin (EL/RA, F) 
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Activities 
Bartering—Indian and Voyageur Style 
Traders and Indians did not use money. Instead, the value of a beaver pelt became 
the standard. Each beaver pelt was worth a “plus.” The worth of all other pelts was 
judged according to the value of the beaver. An 1804 traders’ book listed a beaver 
pelt as equal to ten muskrat pelts; therefore, both were recorded as one “plus.” With 
this banking system (from the same journal) a “looking glass” (mirror) was worth 
one “plus,” and a person could trade one beaver, or ten muskrats, for one mirror. 
Typically, the voyageurs traded with the Indians for things the Indians wanted, then 
took the pelts to the trading post and were paid in the form of glass beads or trade 
goods. 

Materials: 
• Make small squares of “fake fur” 
• Beads of differing sizes 
• Useful objects to barter that the Indians would not have, such as iron pots, steel 

knives, coats, blankets 

Directions: 
The activity requires at least two people. Give the “furs” to one (Ojibwa) and the 
useful objects to the other (voyageur). Then let them decide how many “furs” a 
single object is worth. When the trade is done, have the two traders smoke a pipe 
together. Then, the voyageur goes to the fort trading post to exchange his newly 
gotten furs for beads or trade goods. 

Voyageur meal 
Make a meal of pea soup, bacon (called lard by the voyageur) and tea. Then tell 
stories of the voyageurs. 

Language of the Fan 
In First Lady of Detroit: The story of Marie-Thérèse Guyon, Mme. Cadillac, part of 
Marie-Thérèse’s training as a young lady of fine breeding was to learn the “language 
of the fan.” Reread Chapter 5. Then take two 8 ½ x 11 sheets of paper and fold them 
accordion-fashion to make a fan. With a partner, “talk” as Marie-Thérèse did. 

Montreal Canoe 
The canot du maitre or Montreal Canoe was 35 to 40 feet long, held fourteen men 
and several tons of goods and supplies. Read Chapter III in The Voyageur to learn 
more. 
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Use masking tape or rope and mark out the shape of a Montreal canoe. If there is 
time and interest, create a makeshift interior with boards and boxes for seats. Create 
paddles with scrap lumber and/or cardboard. Then, dressed in stocking caps and 
sashes at the waist go voyaging to get a feel for what it must have been like. When 
finished, have a voyageur meal (see above). 

My Michigan Notebook 
• Update timeline. 
• Using an outline map of the U.S. in Appendix B, trace LaSalle’s journey from 

Montreal to the mouth of the Mississippi. Indicate where the forts were and what 
towns he named. 

• Include any written narrations in notebook. 
• Add to timeline dates indicated and any others that are relevant. 
• Photocopy the pictures of Mme. Cadillac, voyageurs, and any others of interest. 

Color and add to notebook. 
• For older students: Research the early days of Detroit. Write a description of 

what it was like, and how the people lived and traveled. The Detroit Historical 
Society <detroithistorical.org/about-us/online-resources> has online resources to 
help with research. 

 

Sample narration questions 
• After reading The Illustrated Voyageur or The Voyageur, discuss what kinds of 

European goods the Indians became dependent upon. Did the fur trade change 
the native people’s way of interacting with the natural world? Explain your 
answer. 

• Tell how the voyageur lived and used his canoe. 
• •Describe the events before and during the ball when Marie-Thérèse met 

Cadillac in First Lady of Detroit: The story of Marie-Thérèse Guyon, Mme. 
Cadillac. 

• •LaSalle of the Mississippi describes how LaSalle had a grand plan to win all of 
North America for France. Describe that plan and the role the waterways played. 
What changed the plan? 

  

https://detroithistorical.org/about-us/online-resources
https://detroithistorical.org/about-us/online-resources
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Field trips 
Sarett Nature Center 
<www.sarett.com> 
Sarett Nature Center in Benton Harbor has many types of voyageur canoes, which 
are used for excursions and demonstrations.  

 

Links 
French-Canadian Heritage Society of Michigan 
<habitantheritage.org> 
This site contains resources on “New France,” with an emphasis on the history 
and culture of the Great Lakes and in particular, on the people and communities 
of Fort St. Joseph (present-day Niles, Michigan), Michilimackinac, and the 
Detroit River Region. 

The Cadillac Convoy / Le Convoi de Cadillac 
<www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=33687> 
A list of the names of the brave voyageurs that brought Antoine de Lamothe Cadillac 
to establish the first permanent settlement at Le Détroit du Lac Érié (present-day 
Detroit). 
 

http://www.sarett.com/
http://www.sarett.com/
https://habitantheritage.org/
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=33687
https://www.hmdb.org/m.asp?m=33687


The LBC Guide to Michigan History Through Literature ERA 
5: Statehood and Civil War 1835-1865 

23 
ERA 5 

© Living Books Curriculum, all rights reserved. No reproduction is permitted without written permission. 
WWW.LIVINGBOOKSCURRICULUM.COM 

Era 3: British in Michigan 1763-1796 
 

People, places, and events 
• British occupation 
• Pontiac’s Rebellion (1763) 
• Proclamation of 1763 
• Fortifications at Mackinac Island (1779-1781) 

 

Overview 
Read: Introducing Michigan’s Past: An overview for teachers, pp. 10-11. 

 

Books for study 
• Pontiac: Young Ottawa leader, Howard H. Peckham (EL, B), or check your 

local library for other biographies of Pontiac. 
• Once On This Island, Gloria Whelan, (YA, F) 

 

Supplementary reading 

• A Spy in Old Detroit, Ann Emery (EL, F) 

 

Activities 
My Michigan Notebook 
• Update timeline. 
• Create a separate timeline for 1763 and beyond of events leading up to the 

Rebellion and Pontiac’s eventual murder. 
• Create a map of old Detroit. For reference, a variety of maps of old Detroit are 

available at <http://historydetroit.com/places/maps.php>.  

Travel brochures 
Visit a Michigan Visitors Centers and collect brochures on Fort Michilimackinac, 
Mackinac Island and other sites explored in the stories. Add them to your My 
Michigan Notebook. 

http://historydetroit.com/places/maps.php



