Sample from the LBC Teaching Guide
Dear Homeschooling Parent,
This sample of the week-by-week portion of our teaching guide will give you an
idea of the type of lessons and reading your child might do each week. However,
since Living Books Curriculum is based on Charlotte Mason’s methods for educating
children, the lessons or reading assignments are a part of a larger picture of
learning. “Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life,” as Miss Mason put it.
Imagine this week’s sample work and the flex-week that follows as based on a
home setting that supports learning, directs in the discipline of good habits, and
guides the student to take up ideas that lead to a lifelong love of learning.
Planning for Learning™
LBC has created a 36-week schedule divided into four terms. Each term is eight
weeks of instruction, with the ninth as a “flex” week. The flex week permits the
student to complete unfinished work, the teaching parent to assess learning
through end-of-term narration questions, and also allows time for field trips. You
can begin and end each term as best fits your schedule.
End-of-Term Narration Questions
Each term is an eight-week period with the ninth week as a flex week to finish any
unfinished work and to do “end-of-term narrations” with your child in order to
assess learning.
The questions provided are meant to be suggestive; you may want to formulate
questions that more closely reflect the work your child has done during the term.
We include end-of-term narrations for two reasons. First, our research of Charlotte
Mason’s syllabi for the Parents National Education Union, used for over eighty
years, showed that each term ended with “narrations” as a means of assessing
student progress. Second, teaching parents who are using Living Books Curriculum
have asked for assessment tools for their own planning and to demonstrate
learning where necessary to state and local school officials.
To learn more about Living Books Curriculum or to order:
http://www.livingbookscurriculum.com/

LI
VI
NGBOOKSCURRI
CULUMTM

GRADESI
X
Teachi
ng Gui
de

Grade Six Booklist
Teacher Resources
Grade Six Teaching Guide and Resource CD, Living
Books Curriculum
Christian Studies
Our Island Saints, Amy Steedman
Language Arts
Poetry
Best Remembered Poems, Martin Gardner
Shakespeare
The Merchant of Venice, William Shakespeare
Grammar
Intermediate Language Lessons-Part3, Emma Serl

World History (cont.)
Struggle for Sea Power, M.B. Synge
William Wilberforce the Freedom Fighter, Derick
Bingham
Treasure Island, Robert Louis Stevenson
Eric Liddel: Something greater than gold, Janet
Benge
Winged Watchman, Hilda Van Stockum

Nature Study
Handbook of Nature Study, Anna B. Comstock*

American History
Children of the Dust Bowl, Jerry Stanley
The Good Fight: How World War II Was Won,
Stephen Ambrose
Rascal, Sterling North
Titanic Tragedy, Vincent McDonnell
Amelia Earhart: Flying solo, John Burke
Admiral Richard Byrd: Alone in the Antarctic, Paul
Rink
Eleanor Roosevelt: Fighter for social justice, Ann Weil
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred Taylor
John F. Kennedy: Voice of hope, Marie Hodge
Miracles on Maple Hill, Virginia Sorenson
Franklin Delano Roosevelt, Russell Freedman
I Have a Dream: The story of Martin Luther King,
Margaret Davidson
The Watson's Go to Birmingham—1963, Christopher
Paul Curtis

Geography
Around the World in 80 Days, Jules Verne

Picture Study
On the Grade Six Resource CD

World History
Florence Nightingale: God's servant at the battlefield,
David Collins
Growth of the British Empire, M.B. Synge
Amy Carmichael: Let the little children come, Lois
Hoadley Dick
Hiding Place, Corry Ten Boom
Oliver Twist, Charles Dickens
Story of David Livingstone, Vautier Golding
Lawrence of Arabia, Alistair Maclean
Sadako and the Thousand Paper Cranes, Eleanor Coerr

Composer Study
Frederic Chopin: Son of Poland, early years, Wheeler
& Deucher
Franz Schubert and His Merry Friends, Wheeler &
Deucher
Ludwig Beethoven and the Chiming Tower Bells,
Wheeler & Deucher
The Young Brahms, Wheeler & Deucher
A Companion Disk to The Young Brahms and Franz
Schubert and His Merry Friends, Zeezok
A Companion Disk to Ludwig Beethoven and the
Chiming Tower Bells, Zeezok

Science
The Story Book of Science, Jean Henri Fabre
Biology Experiments for Children, Ethel Hanauer
Exploring the World of Chemistry, John Hudson Tiner
Louis Pasteur: Founder of modern medicine, John
Hudson Tiner
Robert Boyle: Trailblazer of science, John Hudson Tiner

*Used throughout.
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Notes for Grade Six
General Notes
Living Books Curriculum Grade Six continues the pattern of using living books and life
experiences begun in the Foundation Year, Grades One, Two, Three, Four, and Five. Grade Six
will involve more written work, independent reading, and sometimes a longer period of study—
th irty minutes instead of the twenty minutes recommended in earlier grades.
The areas of study for Grade Six include studies in the Christian Faith , an extensive language
arts program, science, nature study, picture study, American history, world history, and
composer study. Because fluency in oral language is as important as fluency in written language,
storytelling remains a key language experience in the Living Books Curriculum. Science explores
the four major strands of life science, earth science, physica l science, and hea lt h science.

Planning for Learning™
LBC uses a 36-week schedule divided into four terms. Each term is eight weeks of instruction
with the ninth as a “flex” week. The flex week permits the student to complete unfinished
work, the teach ing parent to assess learning through end-of-term narration questions, and also
a llows time for field trips. You can begin and end each term as best fits your schedule. You may
make copies of the Grade Five Planner included in Part 4, Grade Six Support Materia ls in th is
Guide, or use the fi le for the complete planner on the Grade Six Resource CD. Print it out and
three- hole punch the pages for a notebook or have your local printer add a comb binder (usually
a t a very small cost). On the planner you will see the Flex Week identified, as well as the Six
Tools checklist: Narration, Literature, Storytelling, Na ture Study, Short Lessons, and Local
Resources. Read the documents on Grade Six Resource CD entitled “Six Tools of Learning” and
“Seven Keys of Learning” to become familiar with Charlotte Mason’s methods.

Correlated Studies
Charlotte Mason taught th a t correlated studies enable greater exploration of ideas but ought
not to result in “busy work” (A Philosophy of Education, p. 114, ff). To correla te means to bring one
th ing into a complementary rela tion with another. To correla te studies means to bring one
subject, such as history or science, into a complementary rela tionship with other subjects, such
as art or nature study. In the LBC curriculum, the major subject areas, i.e., the h istories, sciences,
language arts, to correla te with work in other areas, such as copy work, poetry, Bible study.
The integration of lessons in th is manner means tha t, while there are a number of “subjects”, the
amount of work is very manageable and enables a homeschooling family to spend the afternoons
outdoors.
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Journals and Notebooks
The Grade Six student utilizes severa l notebooks and journals. Your student has the option of
incorporating all of them in one large three-ring binder with subject-divider tabs or using
individual notebooks. The two notebooks th at should be separate are the Nature Journal and
the Language Handbook. The handbook is a simple, spira l notebook to which your child enters
new grammar rules with examples taken from his work, thus making it a personal record. The
notebooks for Grade Five are as follows:
Heroes of the Fa ith Literature Journal (see Heroes of the Fa ith below)
Science Notebook
American History: The Two World Wars Notebook
World History: Enlightenment to the Modern Age Notebook
Language Handbook (see Grammar)
Na ture Journal

End-of-term Narration Questions
Each term in the LBC curriculum is an eight-week period with the ninth week as a flex week.
The flex week is included to complete any unfinished work and to assess your child’s learning
with end-of-term narrations or in other manners. The questions provided are meant to be
suggestive; you may want to formulate questions tha t more closely reflect the work your child
h as done during the past term.
We include end-of-term narration questions for two reasons. First, our research of Charlotte
Mason’s syllabi for the Parents National Education Union (PNEU), used for over eighty years,
showed th a t each term ended with “narrations” as a means of assessing student progress.
Second, teach ing parents who are using Living Books Curriculum have asked for assessment
tools for the ir own planning and to demonstrate learning to state and local school officia ls
where necessary.

LBC Book of the Centuries
Charlotte Mason recommended using a “Book of the Centuries” throughout the elementary
years. Read “A Book of the Centuries in the Living Books Curriculum” found on the Grade Six
Resource CD. Plan a few minutes once a week for your ch ild to work in his Book of the Centuries.
Use th is Book of the Centuries for History, Science, Composer Study, and any other subjects
deemed appropria te.

Narration
The use of narration is the most important aspect of Living Books Curriculum. It is the means by
which students take up the ideas presented in living books and make them their own. A student
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of Charlotte Mason expressed it th is way: “We read; we narrate; then we know.” If your child
is new to the use of narration, begin with very short narrations. The process of using narrations
effectively is described in “Successful Narration: Five Tips for Teach ing Your Child the ‘Art of
Knowing’” found on the Grade Six Resource CD.

Enrichment Reading List
Enrichment Reading List for Grade Six included in Part 4, Grade Six Support Materia ls provides
titles of other books th a t would enrich the study of our subjects. All of the books listed can be
borrowed from your local library, through interlibrary loan, or purchased directly from book
distributors. For more reading suggestions of titles by h istorica l period and reading level, we
h igh ly recommend All Through the Ages: History through literature guide by Christine Miller.
Purchase it online at: <www.noth ingnewpress.com>.

Christian Faith Studies
Charlotte Mason called th is part of your child’s study “Religious Knowledge”, but such a term
today is not specific enough, since one could ask, “Wh ich religion?” In her time it was a foregone
conclusion th at such a term referred to the Christian fa ith .

Scripture Reading
Th is year your child will read Genesis, parts of Exodus, Numbers and Deuteronomy in the Old
Testament and Luke in the New Testament. The rotation of readings comes from the PNEU
syllabus of Charlotte Mason. The hard work of discovering what was read during which grade
was completed by Victoria Wa ters and can be viewed a t her web site:
<www.charlottesdaughters.com>. We are grateful to her for making them available.
We strongly suggest the teach ing parent read Charlotte Mason’s writing on the reading of
Scripture. We entitled it “Charlotte Mason on Bible Study” and include it on the Grade Six
Resource CD. Here is an excerpt:
Children between the ages of six and nine should get a considerable knowledge of the Bible text.
By nine they should have read the simple (and suitable) narrative portions of the Old Testament,
and, say, two of the gospels. The Old Testament should, for various reasons, be read to the
children. The gospel stories might be read for themselves as soon as they can read them
beautifully. It is a mistake to use paraphrases of the text; the fine roll of Bible English appeals to
children with a compelling music, and they will probably retain through life their first
conception of the Bible scenes, and, also, the very words in which these scenes are portrayed.
This is a great possession. (Home Education, p. 248)
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Heroes of the Faith
World History, Science, and American History have biograph ies of individuals who had a
strong Christian witness in the face of great obstacles. These individuals also changed the
course of history. Th is year your child will begin (or continue) keeping a Heroes of the Faith
Literature Journal. (Note: See Literature Journal above and also read “Charlotte Mason on Bible
Study” found on the Grade Six Resource CD.)
The book for the year is Our Island Saints. We chose th is book because British h istory figures so
largely in Grade Six World History and Geography studies. The book can be easily read in a
few weeks, but instead, we are asking you and your child to move slowly through each saintly
life, narrating as you go. As a footnote, the use of the term “St.” by the author does not indicate
a Roman Catholic point of view but rather is from the perspective of the Anglican, Church of
England, one in which a ll “heroes of the fa ith’ are called saints.

Heroes of the Faith Literature Journal
A literature journal is your child’s personal record of insights, observations, and reactions to the
literature he is reading. It is kept on a regular basis, much as a diary. The literature journal is
worth doing just for its own sake. It can also be used for review for end-of-term narrations or as a
reference for written narrations, essays, and related writing activities.

Practical Work
W hen the Carrolls visited Ambleside, England, to study the works of Charlotte Mason, we
discovered th a t “practica l work” in Bible Study was required of a student in the PNEU
curriculum. Practica l work meant putting one’s faith to work in practica l ways, such as visits to
a shut-in or writing letters to a missionary. We suggest you brainstorm with your child about
opportunities for service open to him or her.

Language Arts
Grammar
The grammar book used in Grade Six is Intermediate Language Lessons-Part 3. Th is consumable text
is the th ird in a series of three. Living Books Curriculum used the text from the book by the
same name and added space to write in the assignments, improved on the guidelines with
directional logos and updated were necessary. Part 1 was used in Grade 4 and Part 2 in Grade 5.

Storytelling
Storytelling is one of the unique features of the Living Books Curriculum. It is included because
fluency in storytelling directly rela tes to a child’s ability to excel in reading, writing,
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comprehension, narration, and creativity. Each term your child will h ave a storytelling
opportunity assigned th a t will build confidence in public speaking, enhance expressive
language, and improve writing (yes, writing!). Be sure to read the essays “Storytelling: the
Invisible Gift” and “Teach ing with Stories” found on the Grade Six Resource CD. These expla in
fully why oral language experiences, especially storytelling, enable your child to build his
language skills to a h igh level of mastery.
No book has been assigned for th is year, as in other years. Instead your child will be prompted
in the week-by-week guide what type of story to find and learn. He will develop two types of
stories: folkta le and Bible story. Storytelling should involve approximately 20 minutes, two
times per week. An audience to hear the budding story is essentia l and your family can easily
provide th a t. Avoid having your child tell only to you; a story requires a few listeners to
develop.

Copy work
In Grades One through Four, LBC students used Italics: Beautiful handwriting for children as a
guide for instruction in penmanship. By Grade Six most children are fluent in cursive ita lic. If
your student needs further work, we recommend purchasing Italics: Beautiful handwriting for
children from our website <www.livingbookscurriculum.com> to review handwriting skills.
Plan ten to fifteen minutes a day for copy work or practice in penmanship. Consistency and
frequency, rather th an length of session, is the key to your child’s success in handwriting. Ten
minutes for practice is ample. Also read the article, “Suggestions for Better Penmanship”, found
on the Grade Six Resource CD.
Copy work is the transcription of a favorite passage by the student into a book reserved for th is
a lone. The copybook can be a spiral notebook or lined pages put into a three-ring binder. The
passage should be from high-quality literature so th a t your student is always learning from
examples of good writing. Your child will be directed to choose the passage he prefers in the
week-by-week directions.
Charlotte Mason wrote of copy work (which she called transcription):
Children should transcribe favorite passages. ––A certain sense of possession and delight may be
added to this exercise if children are allowed to choose for transcription their favorite verse in one
poem and another. This is better than to write a favorite poem, an exercise, which stales on the
little people before it is finished. But a book of their own, made up of their own chosen verses,
should give them pleasure. (Home Education, p. 238)
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Dictation
Beginning in Grade Four, regular weekly dictation was added to student work. This work
continues in Grades Five and Six. Dictation is the transcription by your child of a passage read
a loud to him. It can be either studied or unstudied.
A studied dictation is one in which the student is shown a paragraph or two selected from the
assigned readings in science, either of the h istories, or another subject. Ideally the selected
paragraph(s) is shown to the student early in the week. The student is then asked to “study”
the materia l in preparation for a dictation by the teaching parent later in the week.
An unstudied dictation is one in which the child has not seen the passage previous to the
dicta tion. LBC recommends unstudied dictation as part of end-of-term assessment. The va lue of
th is approach is to assess learning in a specific area, not to “catch the child doing wrong”. If
more work is needed, it will be apparent through the dicta tion. For more information about how
to do a dictation and spelling lesson, see “The Roya l Road to Spelling” on the Grade Six
Resource CD.

Shakespeare
The study of Sh akespeare’s works began in Grade Three and continues through Grade Eight.
S h akespeare is a master storyteller, and familiarity with h is plays gives the student a rich
experience in character study and expressive language. After Holy Scripture, S h akespeare’s
works are considered the greatest in the English language. Homeschooling families sometimes
wonder why it is important to study the works of th is playwright. Terry Glaspey’s addresses
th is issue in Great Books of the Christian Tradition:
Shakespeare presents us with the same dramatic tension we recognize in a study of Scripture:
that of good vs. evil, the need for courage in the face of adversity, and the reality that God is
moving in and behind the scenes of human action. Whatever the circumstances of his personal
life, it is unquestionably true that Shakespeare wrote from a Christian worldview. His insights
on human will, guilt, forgiveness, and the search for truth should be required reading for every
believer. His grasp of the human condition is perhaps unmatched in literature.
Can elementary aged children enjoy Shakespeare? Th e answer is a resounding, “Yes!” Of course,
the plays need to be presented in ways th a t are understandable. If you and your child have not
yet read Beautiful Stories from Shakespeare by Edith Nesbit, we high ly recommend it. The heart
of Sh akespeare’s plays is the story, and it is these th a t Nesbit tells so well. Once your child
understands the action of the play and a little bit of how a play is put together, his (and your)
ability to understand Shakespearean English will improve quickly.
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The Merchant of Venice
The play for th is year is The Merchant of Venice. Following is a brief summary of the plot and
some helpful insights into the play’s important themes:
Written sometime between 1596 and 1598, The Merchant of Venice is classified as both an early
Shakespearean comedy (more specifically, as a "Christian comedy") and as one of the Bard's
problem plays; it is a work in which good triumphs over evil, but serious themes are examined
and some issues remain unresolved.
In Merchant, Shakespeare wove together two ancient folk tales, one involving a vengeful, greedy
creditor trying to exact a pound of flesh, the other involving a marriage suitor's choice among
three chests and thereby winning his (or her) mate. Shakespeare's treatment of the first standard
plot scheme centers around the villain of Merchant, the Jewish moneylender Shylock, who seeks
a literal pound of flesh from his Christian opposite, the generous, faithful Antonio.
Shakespeare's version of the chest-choosing device revolves around the play's Christian heroine
Portia, who steers her lover Bassanio toward the correct humble casket and then successfully
defends his bosom friend Antonio from Shylock's horrid legal suit.
In the modern, post-Holocaust readings of Merchant, the problem of anti-Semitism in the play
has loomed large. A close reading of the text must acknowledge that Shylock is a stereotypical
caricature of a cruel, money-obsessed medieval Jew, but it also suggests that Shakespeare's
intentions in Merchant were not primarily anti-Semitic. Indeed, the dominant thematic complex
in The Merchant of Venice is much more universal than specific religious or racial hatred; it
spins around the polarity between the surface attractiveness of gold and the Christian qualities
of mercy and compassion that lie beneath the flesh.
~R. Moore. "The Merchant of Venice: Introduction." eNotes: The Merchant of Venice. Editor,
Penny Satoris. Seattle: Enotes.com Inc, October 2002. 19 March 2008.
< h ttp://www.enotes.com/merchant/introduction>.

Tips for reading Shakespeare’s plays:
To prepare for reading The Merchant of Venice, read Edith Nesbit’s retelling by the same name.
You can purchase a print copy of Beautiful Stories from Shakespeare at our website
<www.livingbookscurriculum.com>. There is also plain text version on Grade Six Resource CD.
Knowing the plot a head of time actually enhances a reader’s enjoyment of Sh akespeare.
Additional tips for reading Shakespeare’s plays:
•

Read aloud with severa l voices (i.e. people), each person tak ing a part.

•

Stop to expla in the action, but don’t labor over it, just enough to make it clear.

•

Take time to get to know the major characters, refer to the “Dramatis Personae” at the
front of the play (i.e., the actors in a play, cast of characters).

•

Stop reading if your child is inattentive and tell h im, “We’ll save th is for another
day”.
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•

If you are new to Shakespeare, tell your child th at you will be learning along with
h im. You do not need to be an expert in everyth ing.

•

Allow only twenty minutes per reading. (Remember, short lessons.)

Poetry
Each year the Living Books Curriculum includes at least one book of poetry. Learning to enjoy
and to understand poetry engages the heart and the mind. Best of all, it teaches us to hear the
music of language. Th is year’s book of poetry is Best Remembered Poems. The poems your child
will study are primarily from the 18th , 19th and 20th century. Your student will take h is cue from
you as to whether poetry is worthwh ile. If you are not familiar with poetry from your early
years, tell your child so, and learn together. It is a grea t delight to catch the meaning of a
poem.

Suggestions for reading poetry
W hen reading a poem aloud, make your voice reflect the cadence and rhythm of the words. If
your child is inattentive, do not correct him, but rather say, “We’ll put th is away to enjoy
another day.” Doing th is tells your child th a t poetry is someth ing to be treasured.
Occasionally ask your child to read some lines. There may be poems tha t your child would like
to put in his copybook, or in his nature journal, and then illustrate. Encourage th is activity; you
will find the results are very satisfying.

Spelling
Charlotte Mason felt th a t ch ildren learned to spell well by reading quality literature. Those
words which are misspelled, in a written narration for example, become part of the following
week’s spelling list. For an explanation and instructions on doing spelling with a ch ild, read
“The Roya l Road to Spelling” on the Grade Six Resource CD.

Recitation
Charlotte Mason called recitation “the children’s art” and tha t a ll children, even a child
whose parents have little background in literature, may be taught the fine art of beautiful and
perfect speak ing. Throughout the year your child will be asked to memorize certa in pieces for
recita tion. If your child is new to memory work such as th is, begin slowly. For more helps, read
the article “Charlotte Mason on Recita tion” on Grade Six Resource CD.

Written Narration
Charlotte Mason did not recommend a program of writing instruction (she called it composition)
until the student was in his early teens. This was to allow the ch ild to learn by imita tion of
great writing. It is a truly amazing process to watch as your child writes well and with a truer
sense of meaning by using this method.
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Written narrations provide ample exercise in writing. Miss Mason’s warning against “writing
programs” did not mean tha t a student should not learn the standard forms of grammar usage.
S he meant th a t a “program” produces a stilted form of writing; whereas imita ting great works
produces high-quality writing.

Science
The Living Books elementary science curriculum is a structured adventure into basic science
concepts using living books and is designed to prepare your child for high school level work and
beyond. As with all of our other subjects in this curriculum, there are many living books used
which put abstract concepts into a proper time and place.
An underlying process is at work with your child th at will result in a spirit of scientific inquiry
and an ability to do advanced studies in different branches of science. Each year the science
curriculum addresses four major strands: life, physical, earth, and hea lt h. With in the four
major strands, we touch on these eleven themes: plants, animals, ecology, matter, energy,
technology, the earth, weather, space, the human body, and well-being.
Throughout the year your child will be conducting science experiments and observations.
Keeping a science notebook or journal (wh ich could include written notes, drawings, pictures
clipped from magazines, the child’s illustrations or results from experiments) will add to your
child’s sense of accomplishment and learning. Additional readings may be selected from the
booklist provided in the Grade Six Enrichment Reading List.

Why literature in a study of science?
Charlotte Mason wrote of the fata l and unnecessary divorce of the sciences and the humanities:
“It is through great literature th at one gets at great thoughts, not through dry, ‘dumbed down’
textbooks” (A Philosophy of Education, p. 223). Ms. Mason was not opposed to textbooks, only to
their exclusive use with fact- laden pages and uninteresting presentations.

Nature Study
The goal of nature study is careful looking. Albert Einstein said, “All great science begins with
a close observation of nature”. Nature Study is one of the keys to a Living Books education
because it develops keen powers of observation. Charlotte Mason taught th at time spent in the
outdoors is a “balm and a blessing” for children, not only when they are young, but also when
grown and must deal with the stresses and stra ins of adult life.
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Each term has a focus for study. The choice of study is drawn from The Handbook of Nature Study,
which is used from kindergarten to eighth grade. The topics are only meant as a guide. If
someth ing interesting is happening in your backyard or nearby woods, by all means, spend time
on that subject. The most important th ing is for you and your child to be outside and to look at
natural th ings in a quiet, thoughtful way. ”Tips for Better Nature Journaling” can be found on
the Grade Six Resource CD as well as a complimentary Na ture Journal template for each week of
the learning year. The template is to be printed out, and instructions are included with it. Also,
read the article “Dry Brush Technique” under Helpful Articles.
Focus for each term of Grade Six:
Term 1: Ants, wasps, bees
Term 2: Mammals II—wild mammals, such as raccoon and opossum
Term 3: Indoor Plants
Term 4: Reptiles such as snakes and lizards

History
About learning history in the Living Books Curriculum
LBC history studies use living books rather th an textbooks to introduce historical concepts,
persons, and events. We recommend three kinds of literature: biographies, non-fiction
( h istories), and historica l fiction. All three are included to keep interest h igh and history
accurate. As in previous years, LBC uses a “spine book” or overview text to accompany the
literature. An overview text provides the framework for understanding the events described in
each book. In World History it is Book IV and V in the Story of the World Series by V.M.
Synge. American History focuses on the 20th century from World War I through the 1960s.
World History focuses on the 17th to the 20th centuries. Your student will learn in World and
American History th at events converge in the 20th century: two world wars, a global depression
and “cold war”.

Suggestions for teaching history:
•
•
•

•
•

Read aloud the “spine text” and have your child narra te, record dates and events in
Book of the Centuries and/or History Notebook.
Use both written and spoken narration regularly.
Not a ll books can or should be narrated, but all books should be responded to in some
way, whether through a Literature Journal, History Notebook, Book of the Centuries,
or the narration questions provided in the Flex Weeks.
See the study of the time period as an integrated whole, making use of the stories,
poetry, h istories, and artwork provided.
Use the Grade Six Enrichment Reading List (See Part 4) to add more reading in areas of
interest for your child.
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American History—The Modern Age (1900-1960)
American History focuses on the 20th century from pre-World War I through to the 1960s. A
great number of h istoric events occurred during this time, too many in fact, to reflect in our
choice of high-quality literature. To meet th is need, we have added a list of short research
topics rela ting to events not covered. Your student will be using th is list on a weekly or biweekly basis as part of his studies. Have your student write or orally narrate a short
explanation of the topic as part of h is regular work. We recommend tha t research involve four
sources: the library, the Internet, our Enrichment Reading List, and encyclopedias. For example,
Apollo: An eyewitness account by Alan Bean is a stunning book by an astronaut about the Apollo
mission and is an excellent choice for learning about space travel. Ask for Kids
<www.askkids.com> (a safe site) may be sufficient to read about the birth of R&B (Rhythm
and Blues).

World History—Enlightenment to the Modern Age (1750-1960)
World History focuses on the centuries from the Enligh tenment through the Modern Age. Your
student will see th a t World and American histories converge at a certa in point: two world
wars, a global depression, and the “cold war” are three major events. As your student is reading,
discuss with h im the paralle ls of American history and world history. Remind him th a t we
learn American history to understand our place as Americans in history and world history so
th a t we may learn the lessons.

Geography
Th is year your student will be reading Around the World in Eighty Days. We chose th is book for
its global view of geography and because it is a classic of 19th century, an era of study in Grade
S ix. We suggest th at to get the most out of the book, include regular map work and short
research projects of countries and cultures th at Fogg and his party travel through.
The book was first published in 1873. Many place names for cities and countries have changed
since then; Bombay, for example, is now Mumbai. As you read the book, to go to the world map
and determine the contemporary names for the places Fogg visits. It is customary to put the
contemporary name first, followed by the older name in parentheses—e.g. Mumbai (Bombay).
There are two study aides included in our Living Books Press edition of Around the World in
Eighty Days: A map of Phileas Fogg’s Journey and “Days, events, and places of Around the World
in 80 Days”
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Including Geography in History and Science
As in earlier grades, your child will h ave an opportunity to explore maps of Europe and the
United Sta tes. In Grade Six the emphasis for World History is on England and its era of
colonia l expansion into India, Africa, and China. For American History your child will
discover places th at relate to the events leading up to and including the two world wars, the
Depression, and home places of famous figures.
Plan to make copies of the maps provided on the Grade Six Resource CD. Have ava ilable
colorful markers, stickers, and other creative materia ls. Use protective plastic sheets for the
maps once they are completed and have your child include them in his history notebook (see
Notebooks and Journals).

Picture Study
A regular and important aspect of a living books education, as recommended by Charlotte
Mason, is the study of great works of art. In Grade Six your child will study the works of the
following artists:
Term 1: Rembrandt (1606-1669)
Term 2: Will iam Turner (1775-1851)
Term 3: Mary Cassatt (1844-1926)
Term 4: Vincent Van Gogh (1853-1890)
For directions on doing picture study with your child, see “Affordable Picture Study” on the
Grade Six Resource CD. The picture to be studied is on the CD. You will print out the
reproduction in color on an 8 ½ x 11 sheet of paper. If you do not have a color printer, you have
two options: 1) have a copy center print it for you. The cost is usually less th an a dollar; or 2)
study the work on your computer screen. Th is is less desirable, since your child must be in front of
the monitor to see it, instead of having the art work displayed in your home.
We recommend tha t each week you put the picture to be studied in a location where your child
can see it frequently. If possible, purchase an inexpensive picture easel and a picture frame to
display the book or print. Supplement your child’s picture study by inviting him to explore the
art section of the library to discover other artists th a t your family can study. Be sure to preview
every book.

Composer Study
Living Books Curriculum has a study of the works of one or more composers per term. Th is year
includes:
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Term 1: Ludwig van Beethoven (1770-1827)
Term 2: Franz Schubert (1797-1828)
Term 3: Frederic Chopin (1810-1849)
Term 4: Johannes Bra hms (1833-1897)
If you are unfamiliar with these composers or their music, be sure to tell your child th a t you
will be learning alongside him. The goal of Composer Study is to teach your child to understand
and enjoy fine music. Plan one twenty-minute listening period per week during which your child
is only listening to the music. In addition, you can organize listening time around quiet
activities like drawing or coloring where the music can be heard in the background.
We include the biographies of four great composers, Chopin, Bra hms, Beethoven and Schubert,
as well as selections from their music. As you plan, include time to read from the biograph ies.
As you are reading, each book will prompt you to listen to a certa in track. We also recommend
getting a full recording from your library of at least one of each of the composer’s works for
listening.
If you do not have access to a good listening library, an online alternative is Classical Arch ives
<www.classicalarchives.com>. Th is website allows you to register and download the
selections you want for free. However, you can only download five a day, and many of the works
are in movements th a t are posted separate ly. If your family has regular Internet access,
Classica l Arch ives sells a membership for $25 a year th a t allows unlimited downloads. Th is
membership would also permit you to create a customized listening CD for your child. Classical
Archives also provides biographies of the composers. However, our biograph ies for composer
study are more age-appropria te reading.

Handicrafts
S ince the afternoons should be mostly free of academic studies, th is is the time to teach your
child handicrafts. Which handicrafts you choose depends on your child’s interests, your
interests, and your budget. Most boys and girls enjoy activities such as sewing, woodworking,
gardening, and cooking. These are skills every child should know. You may have a skill or craft
you want to teach your child, or you may want to invite someone to teach your child a skill.
Charlotte Mason had several guidelines for handicrafts:
•

The habit of perfect execution each time. To make sure th is happens,
each task must be small enough so the child can learn it easily.

•

Finish ing one’s work. Acquiring the habit of finish ing projects is a desirable trait.
Unfortunately, crafts have a way of being left ha lf-finished. Choose only one activity
on which to concentrate each term and oversee your child’s work to the finish.
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Physical Education
In a Living Books Curriculum day, the morning is devoted to academics, and the afternoon
revolves around outdoor play and handicrafts. Allow children unstructured time. You will often
be tempted to stay indoors after lunch to finish work. Keep such times to a minimum, allowing
your child to play outdoors.
Physica l education is a crucia l part of a child’s optima l growth. Plan regular times outdoors
where your child can run, jump, tumble, climb, and swing. Play h igh ly active games, such as tag
or badminton. Play inventive games in which your child can let h is or her imagination create
the setting and the action. Keep the games as noncompetitive as possible so that everyone has
the pleasure of play. Team sports and specia lized instruction such as gymnastics, martia l arts,
or swimming can be part of a child’s experience, but they should not take the place of free play.

Mathematics, Foreign Languages, Latin, and Music Lessons
LBC does not provide a mathematics program because each family is unique in its learning
styles and needs. We do recommend the following companies:
Math-u-See www.mathusee.com
Miquon Math <www.miquon.org/miquonmath.h tml>
S ingapore Math < www.singaporemath.com>
Charlotte Mason recommended tha t each day have lessons in a foreign language. Her teachers
taught both German and French. We recommend including at least one language in your
homeschool. Choose a language th a t is appropria te for your family and of interest to your
child. Spanish is useful in every area of the U.S.
Latin is technically not a foreign language but rather a root language, the knowledge of which
improves a student’s abilities at every level—reading with greater understanding, clearer
th inking, facility in learning a foreign language, and recall of information. There are many fine
programs ava ilable; one we like is Latina Christiana <www.memoriapress.com>.
Musical instrument instruction is a life skill and a source of pleasure and beauty. If the cost of
lessons is too much for your budget, we recommend your child learn to play the recorder.
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TERM ONE
NOTES
Language Arts
Storytelling
Th is term your child will learn one folkta le to tell. Be sure to read the articles on storytelling
in Grade Six Resource CD: “Storytelling: The invisible gift”, “Teach ing with Stories” for an
understanding of the importance of storytelling in your homeschool.

Science
For the first three terms your child will be reading The Story-Book of Science, wh ich includes a
study of biology, earth science, and physics. Read the translator’s preface to The Story-Book of
Science. It provides an introduction to the use of the book, gives a brief biograph ical sketch of
the author, and shows how storytelling can be used to teach science. The first 163 pages of the
book contain four subject areas: biology (ants, wasps, and bees), metallurgy, fabrics, and biology
again (spiders, vipers, scorpions, etc.).
During these three terms, LBC recommends tha t your ch ild completes one experiment per week
from Biology Experiments for Children. Th is book has hundreds of experiments th a t will be
appealing to your sixth grade student. Instead of LBC recommending projects, we want you and
your student to choose those th a t work best with your time and resources.
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Do a good deed and not
let anyone know you did
it.

Learn a folkta le to tell
th is term. Read “Steps to
Learning a Story” and
choose a folkta le to
learn.
Student’s choice or select
from Best Remembered
Poems.

Storytelling

Copy work

Our Island Saints, “St.
Alban”, p. 1. Read and
narrate.

Heroes of
the Faith

Practical
work

Old Testament: Genesis 1
New Testament: Luke 1

WEEK 1

Student’s choice or select
from Scripture.

Do Step 1 of “Five Steps
to Learning a Story”.

Pray for a friend each
day th is week.

Our Island Saints, “St.
Alban”, continued. Read
and narrate.

Old Testament:
Genesis 2-3
New Testament: Luke 2

WEEK 2

Student’s choice or select
from Best Remembered
Poems.

Do Step 2 of “Five Steps
to Learning a Story”.

Let others go first th is
week when you are
playing.

Our Island Saints, “St.
Alban”. Do written
narration in Heroes of
the Fa ith Journal.

Old Testament:
Genesis 4-5
New Testament: Luke 3

WEEK 3

Term One • Week 1-4

Scripture

SUBJECT

CHRISTIAN STUDIES

LANGUAGE
ARTS
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Student’s choice or poem
on p. 369, Handbook of
Nature Study.

Do Step 3 of “Five Steps
to Learning a Story”.

Be especia lly kind to a
young child th is week.
(e.g. read them a book or
play a game).

Our Island Saints, “St.
Augustine of
Canterbury”, p. 11. Read
and narrate.

Old Testament:
Genesis 6-7
New Testament: Luke 4

WEEK 4
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Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings. See Grade Six
Notes for directions.
Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
196, 197, and 198.
2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration of The Story-Book
of Science.
Select piece to memorize
from Psalms, Scripture,
poem or speech.

Best Remembered Poems
“The Tyger”
“The Night Has a
Thousand Eyes”.

Grammar

Writing

Recitation

Poetry

WEEK 1

Dictation

SUBJECT

LANGUAGE ARTS

Best Remembered Poems
“ Pippa's Song”
“Meeting at Night”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece 2-3 times per
week by adding a line or
two at a time.

2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration of The StoryBook of Science.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
199, 200, and 201.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 2

Best Remembered Poems
“To a Mouse”
“ Is There for Honest
Poverty”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece, adding a
line or two each time.

2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration of The StoryBook of Science.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
202, 203, and 204.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 3

Best Remembered Poems
“She Wa lks in Beauty “
“The Destruction of
Sennacherib”
“ A Vagabond Song”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece, adding a
line or two each time.

2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration of The StoryBook of Science.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
205, 206, and 207.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 4
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WEEK 2
The Story-Book of Science
chaps. 7-10. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.
Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 3.

The Struggle for Sea
Power, chaps. 5-8. Read
and narrate.
Treasure Island, continue
reading.

Titanic Tragedy, read and
narrate last ha lf of book.

WEEK 1
The Story-Book of Science
chaps. 1-6. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.
Around the World in Eighty
Days, chaps. 1-2.
After each chapter use
map of the world (CD)
and trace Fogg’s journey.
The Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 1-4. Read and
narrate.
Treasure Island, read
approximately 40 pages
each week for next 6
weeks.
Titanic Tragedy, read and
narrate first ha lf of book.

SUBJECT

SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY

WORLD HISTORY

AMERICAN HISTORY

The Yanks Are Coming,
read and narrate Prelude
and chap. 1.

The Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 9-12. Read and
narrate.
Treasure Island, continue
reading.

Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 4.

The Story-Book of Science
chaps. 11-14. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.

WEEK 3

The Yanks Are Coming,
read and narrate chaps.
2-3.

The Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 13-16. Read and
narrate.
Treasure Island, continue
reading.

Around the World in Eighty
Days, chap. 5.

The Story-Book of Science
chaps. 15-20. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.

WEEK 4
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Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry you’re your
Na ture Journal. Do field
observations of ants.
Suggestions on pp. 372373, HNS.
Rembrandt: Aristotle
Contemplating the Bust of
Homer continued.

Handbook of Nature Study
(HNS), Focus: Ants,
wasps, bees. See Notes
for Term One. Take a
nature walk at least once
a week. Read “The Ways
of the Ant.” p. 369, HNS.
Rembrandt: Aristotle
Contemplating the Bust of
Homer. Read “Affordable
Picture Study” (CD) for
guidelines.
Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for listening
on CD purchased with
book.

NATURE STUDY

PICTURE STUDY

COMPOSER STUDY

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for listening
on CD purchased with
book

WEEK 2

WEEK 1

SUBJECT

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for listening
on CD purchased with
book

Rembrandt: Belshazzar’s
Feast (CD)

Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry you’re your
Na ture Journal. Do field
observations of ants.
Suggestions on pp. 372373, HNS.

WEEK 3

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for listening
on CD purchased with
book

Rembrandt: Belshazzar’s
Feast, continued.

Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry you’re your
Na ture Journal. Start an
ant nest (p. 373, HNS).

WEEK 4

Pray for a friend with a
special need each day
th is week.

Do Step 4 of “Five Steps
to Learning a Story”.
Student’s choice or select
from Best Remembered
Poems.

Storytelling

Copy work

Our Island Saints, “St.
Augustine of
Canterbury”, p. 11,
continued. Narrate.

Heroes of the
Faith

Practical work

Old Testament:
Genesis 8-9
New Testament: Luke 5

WEEK 5

Student’s choice or select
from Scripture.

Do Step 5 of “Five Steps
to Learning a Story”.

Volunteer to help an
older person do chores.

Our Island Saints, “St.
Augustine of
Canterbury”, p. 11. Do
written narration in
Heroes of the Fa ith
Journal.

Old Testament:
Genesis 10-11
New Testament: Luke 6

WEEK 6

Student’s choice or select
from Best Remembered
Poems.

Practice story two times
th is week.

Practice sharing your
favorite playth ings
with someone.

Our Island Saints, “St.
Kentigern”, p. 24.
Narrate.

Old Testament:
Genesis 12-13
New Testament: Luke 7

WEEK 7

Term One • Week 5-8

Scripture

SUBJECT

CHRISTIAN STUDIES

LANGUAGE
ARTS
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Student’s choice or select
from Scripture.

Practice story two times
th is week.

Donate one of your
favorite toys to an
agency who helps the
poor.

Our Island Sa ints, “St.
Kentigern”, p. 24,
Complete and do a
written narration in
Heroes of the Fa ith
Journal.

Old Testament:
Genesis 14-15
New Testament: none

WEEK 8
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Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings. See Grade Six
Notes for directions.
Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
208, 209, and 210.
2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration from The Yanks
Are Coming.
Select piece to memorize
from list and follow
guidelines for memory
work (CD)
Best Remembered Poems
“Jabberwocky”
“Out Where the West
Begins”

Grammar

Writing

Recitation

Poetry

WEEK 5

Dictation

SUBJECT

LANGUAGE ARTS

Best Remembered Poems
“Kubla Ka hn”
“A Man Sa id To the
Universe”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece.

2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration from The Yanks
Are Coming.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
211, 212, and 213.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 6

Best Remembered Poems
“If I Can Stop One
Heart from Break ing”
“There Is No Frigate
Like a Book”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece.

2-3 written narrations.
Suggest a written
narration from The Yanks
Are Coming.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
214, 215, and 216.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 7

Best Remembered Poems
“Little Boy Blue”
“Wynken, Blynken and
Nod”
“The Duel”

Practice memorizing
chosen piece.

2-3 written narrations,
student’s choice.

Intermediate Language
Lessons–Part 3
Lessons
217, 218, and 219.

Choose one paragraph
from history or science
readings.

WEEK 8
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WEEK 6
The Story-Book of Science,
chaps. 25-27. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.
Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 7.

Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 21-24. Read and
narrate.
Treasure Island, complete
th is week.

The Yanks Are Coming, read
andnarrate chaps. 6-7.

WEEK 5
The Story-Book of Science,
chaps. 21-24. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.
Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 6.

Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 17-20. Read and
narrate.
Treasure Island, continue
reading.

The Yanks Are Coming, read
andnarrate chaps. 4-5.

SUBJECT

SCIENCE

GEOGRAPHY

WORLD HISTORY

AMERICAN HISTORY

Rascal, read first ha lf.
Find and note on a US
map (CD) where
Sterling lived.

Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 25-28. Read and
narrate.
William Wilberforce: The
freedom fighter, read ha lf
th is week.

Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 8.

The Story-Book of Science,
chaps. 28-31. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.

WEEK 7

Rascal, read first ha lf.
Find and note on a US
map (CD) where
Sterling and his father
went on vacation.

Struggle for Sea Power,
chaps. 29-32. Read and
narrate.
William Wilberforce: The
freedom fighter, complete
th is week.

Around the World in
Eighty Days, chap. 9.

The Story-Book of Science,
chaps. 32-33. Read and
narrate. Choose one or
more experiments from
Biology Experiments for
Children.

WEEK 8
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Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for
listening on CD
purchased with book:

Rembrandt (1606-1669)
Night Watch continued.

Rembrandt (1606-1669)
Night Watch

PICTURE STUDY

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for
listening on CD
purchased with book.

Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry into your
Na ture Journal. Do field
observations of ants. See
pp. 372-373, HNS.

Handbook of Nature Study
(HNS), Focus: Ants,
wasps, bees. See Notes
for Term One. Read “The
Ways of the Ant” p. 369,
HNS.

NATURE STUDY

COMPOSER STUDY

WEEK 6

WEEK 5

SUBJECT

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for
listening on CD
purchased with book:

Rembrandt (1606-1669)
The Return of the Prodigal
Son

Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry into your
Na ture Journal. Do field
observations of ants. See
pp. 372-373, HNS.

WEEK 7

Frederic Chopin: Son of
Poland: Early Years
Composition for
listening: on CD
purchased with book

Rembrandt (1606-1669)
The Return of the Prodigal
Son continued.

Take a nature walk at
least once a week and
make an entry into your
Na ture Journal. Start an
ant nest (p. 373, HNS).

WEEK 8

WEEK 9 • Flex Week
End-of-Term Narration Questions
Parent Note: The following end-of-term narration questions are addressed to your child rather
th an to you as the teach ing parent. This allows you to h ave an idea of how to phrase the
questions. Feel free to adapt them to your particular circumstance.

Christian Studies
Heroes of the Faith
Read severa l entries aloud from your Heroes of the Faith Journal. Tell why you feel good
about each entry.

Language Arts
Storytelling
Tell the folkta le you learned th is term to listeners who have not had an opportunity to
hear it.

Poetry
Choose your favorite poem from th is term. Read it a loud and explain fully wha t the poem is
describing and why you like it.

Grammar
Intermediate Language Lessons – Part 3
Review the lessons with stars (197, 203, 205, 210, 214, 216, 219) and make a sentence th a t
follows or illustrates each rule.

Dictation
Parent Note: Do one unstudied dictation from the readings.

Copy work
Look over your work th is term and choose your best and say why.

Recitation
Recite the piece you memorized th is term.

Writing
Look over the narrations you did th is term, choose your best and say why.

Science
Biology Experiments for Children
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Review the science experiments completed th is term. Save the best ones for a Science Fair on
Week 36. Pick two experiments th a t especia lly interested you and tell wha t you learned.

The Story-Book of Science
Describe the habits of ants (see Nature Study).
Describe the rela tionship between ants and aph ids (plant lice).
Tell a ll you know about the age of trees and how we know th is.
Tell wha t you learned about meta llurgy. Wh a t is it? How does it help us?
Name three th ings you learned about spiders, vipers, and scorpions.
W h a t is a processionary caterpillar?

Nature Study
S h are your Nature Journal with an adult other th an your teach ing parent.
Describe the habits of ants (see Science).
How are wasps different from bees?
W h ich of the three insects studied th is term did you find most interesting? Say why.

American History
Titanic Tragedy
Describe the causes of the sinking of the Titanic. Could the tragedy have been avoided or
lessened?
The Yanks Are Coming
W hy did the sinking of the Lusitania bring the United Sta tes into World War I?
Expla in what a “dough boy” is.
Rascal
If you were Sterling North, would you have let Rascal go? Why or why not?
Book of the Centuries
Using your Book of the Centuries tell the story of America from the time of World War I
through the Great Depression to the beginning of World War II.

World History
The Story of the World: Struggle for sea power
W h a t did King Louis the Fourteenth do th a t made th e French people so angry?
Tell about the events of the French Revolution and “the reign of terror”.
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Treasure Island
Tell a ll you can about Jim Hawkins and his adventures. If necessary use the Table of
Contents as a memory prompt.

William Wilberforce: The freedom fighter
Describe the practice of slavery in Brita in in the 1700s.
Tell wha t Wilberforce did to abolish slavery in England.

Geography
Around the World in Eighty Days
Using the map and the chart of events found in the book, describe Phileas Fogg’s journey thus
far.

Picture Study
Choose your favorite picture by Rembrandt and tell a ll you know about it and the painter.

Composer Study
Listen again to the works of Ludwig van Beethoven. Identify your favorite composition and
tell why.
Tell about three events or persons tha t influenced Beethoven’s life and led him to become a
musician.
Listen again to the works of Beethoven; identify your favorite composition and tell why.
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