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The prevailing winds of the culture are that we should love and accept everyone. Oh, by the way, 

they must be loved and accepted our way and on our terms. And if you don't see it our way, we 

will attack you; we will shame you, and we will cancel you into submission. The conflict and anger 

in our culture is intentional, as the influencers of our culture are not interested in a peaceful 

reconciliation, but rather an oppressive revolution. And if something doesn't change, this story will 

end badly for everyone. And it is so utterly contrary to God's vision for the world, that is beautifully 

pictured in our story this morning.  

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Acts, Chapter 10. Last week, Jeff unpacked the beginning of 

this story, where God is doing something remarkable. God is working in Peter’s heart in Joppa and 

in a Roman centurion’s heart in Caesarea. We would refer to the way this text is recorded as 

structural elements. The intent of these structural elements is to tell us that God is at work at the 

same time; simultaneously something's going on in Cornelius' heart, and something is going on in 

Peter’s heart. God is doing a work to bring about something previously unimaginable. So, 

Cornelius has sent three messengers. Peter has received them; they spent the night, and we pick up 

the story then in the second half of verse 23:  

 

And on the next day he got up and went away with them, and some of the brethren 

from Joppa accompanied him. On the following day he entered Caesarea. Now 

Cornelius was waiting for them and had called together his relatives and close 

friends. When Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshipped 

him.  (*NASB, Acts 10:23b-25) 

 

So, we know that there are three messengers. We know that there's Peter, and we know that Peter 

takes along some circumcised Jews. We find out later there are six of them, so there are ten of them 

making a thirty-mile journey up the coastline from Joppa to Caesarea. While we may read the 

words, he entered Caesarea without notice, in that world, that was almost unheard of. Jeff 

reminded us last week, Caesarea was a Roman city, one of the centers of power. The Romans hated 

the Jews, and the Jews hated the Romans. No good Jew would be caught entering Caesarea. 

Cornelius is a big deal. He's a Roman centurion. He has many soldiers under him. He has servants 

under him. He has gathered family and friends. Certainly, soldiers that served under him are there. 

So, what happens is utterly unthinkable, that a powerful Roman centurion would bow before a 

Jewish fisherman and worship him. God is doing something in Cornelius’ heart. He is genuinely 

seeking after God; he's seeking to be obedient. But this is an unimaginable moment. This is also a 

moment of truth for Peter. The Jews hated the Romans, and they've been oppressed and abused by 

the Romans for hundreds of years. This is Peter’s chance to make this Roman centurion grovel. 

“See how you like being oppressed.” But that's not Peter’s heart. God is also working on Peter’s 

heart and changing him. Verse 26:  
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But Peter raised him up, saying, “Stand up; I too am just a man.” As he talked with 

him, he entered and found many people assembled. And he said to them, “You 

yourselves know how unlawful it is for a man who is a Jew to associate with a 

foreigner or to visit him; and yet God has shown me that I should not call any man 

unholy or unclean. That is why I came without even raising objection when I was 

sent for. So I asked for what reason you have sent me.” (Vs. 26-29) 

 

So Peter invites Cornelius to stand to his feet. He enters his house, which again, would have been 

unheard of. There are family and friends there with Cornelius, but then Peter says something very 

unusual. Peter says, “You yourselves know how unlawful it is, for me as a Jewish man, to meet 

with someone as unclean as you.” Not exactly a way to win friends and influence people. It's 

interesting that Peter says, “You yourselves know.” This was the elephant in the room. They all 

knew this. The Romans hated the Jews; the Jews hated the Romans, and the Romans knew that the 

religious Jews despise them and consider them unclean. So Peter is acknowledging, “We both 

know this has been our history, but God has shown me that we aren't going to do that anymore.” I 

think Peter also is saying this for the benefit of the six circumcised Jews. Remember, they did not 

have Peter’s vision. They are still on the page where we shouldn't be here. So, Peter is 

acknowledging, “Yes, I understand. That has been our law. But we are now answering to a higher 

law, and God has shown me we're not going to view these people that way ever again.” Verse 30: 

  

Cornelius said, “Four days ago to this hour, I was praying in my house during the 

ninth hour; and behold, a man stood before me in shining garments, and he said, 

‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your alms have been remembered 

before God. Therefore send to Joppa and invite Simon, who is also called Peter, to 

come to you; he is staying at the house of Simon the tanner, by the sea.’ So, I sent for 

you immediately, and you have been kind enough to come. Now then, we are all here 

present before God to hear all that you have been commanded by the Lord.” (30-33) 

                                                                                                                        
Now one interesting detail would be Luke, the author of the book of Acts, is known for his brevity, 

yet he just repeated everything in Cornelius' vision. We've already had this exact paragraph that 

Jeff went over with us last week. Why not just say that Cornelius reviewed the facts? This is going 

to happen twice in our text this morning. It's a structural way for Luke to make sure that everyone 

understands that this was God at work. This was not Peter’s idea. This is not Cornelius' idea. This 

is God doing something. That's why Cornelius mentions the timeframe. At exactly the same time 

that God was working on the heart of Cornelius, God is working on the heart of Peter thirty miles 

away, in order to bring about what's about to happen. Verse 34: 

  

Opening his mouth, Peter said: “I most certainly understand now that God is not 

one to show partiality. but in every nation, the man who fears Him, and does what 

is right is welcome to Him.” 

 

Now, you have to understand the background of this. The Jews understood that God clearly stated 

in the Law that partiality, that prejudice, was sin. They were not allowed to show partiality. It was 

captured in a Hebrew word that we've talked about often in our study of the Proverbs. The word is 

mishpâṭ. It’s a Hebrew word that means justice. Whether you're rich or poor, male or female, slave 

or free, under the law you should be given fair justice. You remember in the New Testament, James 

chapter two, James addresses the sin of partiality because they're treating the rich better than the 
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poor. So, this was a part of their law. But they did not consider their view of the Romans, their 

view of the Gentiles, to be prejudice. They didn't consider it partiality. They believed that God 

showed grace and mercy to them as a nation, and their obligation, in return, was to obey, and to 

remain separated from those they considered unclean, was obedience. It's a reminder of how subtle 

some of these things can be. In their Jewish mind they thought they were doing the right thing. 

 

 Remember, it took God three tries with Peter, in the vision, to convince him that that must change. 

“Peter, we're not going to do that anymore. Every person is a person made in the image of God. 

Every person is a person that Jesus died for, and every person that desires to seek after God is 

welcome.” In the vision God was saying to Peter, “Peter, this has got to change. You got it?” So 

this is what Peter is saying. “I understand now that anyone, even a Roman centurion, that desires 

to seek after God is welcome. That's why I'm here.”  Verse 36: 

 

“The word which He sent to the sons of Israel, preaching peace through Jesus Christ 

(He is Lord of all)— you yourselves know the things which took place throughout all 

Judea, starting from Galilee, after the baptism which John proclaimed. You know of 

Jesus of Nazareth, how God anointed Him with the Holy Spirit and with power, and 

how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for 

God was with Him. We are witnesses of all the things He did both in the land of the 

Jews and in Jerusalem. They also put Him to death by hanging Him on a cross. God 

raised Him up on the third day and granted that He become visible, not to all the 

people, but to witnesses who were chosen beforehand by God, that is, to us who ate 

and drank with Him after he arose from the dead. And He ordered us to preach to the 

people, and solemnly to testify that this is the One who has been appointed by God 

Judge of the living and the dead. Of Him all the prophets bear witness that through 

His name everyone who believes in Him receives forgiveness of sins.” (Vs. 36-43) 

 

Now there's no doubt that Luke is paraphrasing Peter's sermon. He talked about Jesus is the long-

awaited Messiah of Israel. He is the One, the Lord of all. Caesarea was not far away. They were 

well aware of the story of this Jesus who had been baptized by John, of His teachings, of His 

miracles, and Peter says, “We were eyewitnesses to these things. Then He was crucified. He was 

buried; He rose again, and after He rose again, He appeared to some of us. We were eyewitnesses 

to this. We actually ate and drank with the resurrected Christ. Then He told us to go and preach the 

message of Jesus, that Jesus is the One whom the prophets foretold. Jesus is the One who is the 

ultimate judge of the living and the dead.” 

  

The Romans were polytheistic, as were all the other cultures. The reality is, you can believe 

whatever you want to believe, believe in whatever gods you want to believe. But at the end of the 

story, there is only One judge. At the end of the story, we don’t judge Him; He judges us. So, at 

the end of the story, you better understand this Jesus is the only one that ultimately matters. So, 

he’s reviewing the story of Jesus, and ends by telling them that through His name, everyone who 

believes in Him receives forgiveness of sin. 

  

So, there's a couple interesting things here. One is that Cornelius was seeking after God when Peter 

said, “Whoever desires to seek after God is welcome.” That's not a pluralistic statement saying all 

roads lead to God. As a matter of fact, it's just the opposite. Cornelius is genuinely seeking God. 
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But what he is missing to experience salvation is the Jesus story. That's the whole reason God 

sends Peter. This is the missing piece of the puzzle. It's also interesting to think that God could 

have revealed Jesus to Cornelius any way He wanted. He could have done what He did to Saul. 

He could have just had Jesus appear and tell him. But God is up to something far bigger than just 

Cornelius, or just Peter. God is about to do the unimaginable that will change the course of history.  

 

 While Peter was still speaking these words, the Holy Spirit fell upon all those who 

were listening to the message. All the circumcised believers who came with Peter were 

amazed, because the gift of the Holy Spirit have been poured out on the Gentiles also. 

For they were hearing them speaking with tongues and exalting God. Then Peter 

answered, “Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have 

received the Holy Spirit, just as we did, can he?” And he ordered them to be baptized 

in the name of Jesus Christ. Then they asked him to stay on for a few days. (Vs. 44-48) 

 

So, while Peter is preaching, he hits the point where they must believe, to have their sins forgiven. 

This is an eager audience, and when they hear that, immediately they understand it, and they 

believe it. While Peter, as a typical preacher, just continues to talk, the Holy Spirit comes on these 

Roman believers, evidenced by the speaking in tongues, just as had happened with these Jews. 

They are amazed! Never in a million years would they have imagined that these so-called unclean 

Romans could experience the exact same salvation as them. Peter then identifies that this is true, 

and there's nothing to prevent them from being publicly baptized, identified as a follower of Jesus. 

 

 It is worth noting the order of events here. They heard; they believed; they were saved; they 

received the Holy Spirit, evidenced by speaking in tongues, and then they were baptized. This text 

is crystal clear that the baptism that followed their salvation was not a part of their salvation. This 

is an absolutely amazing moment, that these Romans—these Gentiles—could experience the same 

salvation as the Jews. God was doing something previously unimaginable, as God would bring 

together people who previously were enemies, to be reconciled together in Christ. But this would 

not come easy. You’re talking about reversing hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of years of 

hatred, of prejudice, of teaching, to understand that God was doing something new among them. 

   

One of the interesting dynamics of this is to think about this from Luke's perspective. Luke is a 

Gentile, the author of the book of Acts. He is writing to Theopolis, who is a Roman official. Both 

Luke and Theopolis have a lot of skin in the game here, because this is the message that tells them 

that anyone who desires to seek after God is welcome and is equal in every way before a holy God, 

through Christ. Chapter 11, verse one: 

  

Now the apostles and the brethren who were throughout Judea heard that the 

Gentiles also had received the word of God. And when Peter came up to Jerusalem, 

those who were circumcised took issue with him, saying, “You went to uncircumcised 

men, and you ate with them.” (Acts 11:1-3) 

 

Now, these are Jewish Christians. But before we’re too hard on them, let's remember, they didn't 

have Peter’s vision. It took God three tries with Peter to finally convinced him that this must 

change, and they're going to have to understand that God is doing something new and different. 

It's also likely that after the execution of Stephen, things in Jerusalem quieted down; time has 

passed. But these Jewish Christians understood, if the religious leaders get word that Peter is 
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inviting these Romans to join this movement, it will launch a persecution like they have never seen 

before. It is a legitimate concern, and it is going to happen. So that is part of the concern here. 

  

But Peter began speaking and proceeded to explain to them in orderly sequence, 

saying, “I was in the city of Joppa, praying; and in a trance I saw a vision, an object 

coming down like a great sheet lowered by four corners from the sky; and it came 

right down to me, and when I fixed my gaze on it and was observing it, I saw the 

four-footed animals of the earth and the wild beasts and the crawling creatures and 

the birds of the air. I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter, kill and eat.’ 

But I said, ‘By no means, Lord, for nothing unholy or unclean has ever entered my 

mouth.’ But a voice from heaven answered a second time, ‘What God has cleansed, 

no longer consider unholy.’ This happened three times, and everything was drawn 

back up into the sky. And behold, at that moment three men appeared at the house 

in which we were staying, having been sent to me from Caesarea. The Spirit told me 

to go with them without misgivings. These six brethren also went with me and we 

entered the man's house. And he reported to us how he had seen the angel standing 

in his house, and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called Peter, 

brought here; and he will speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and 

all your household.’ And as I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, just as 

he did upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He 

used to say, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 

Therefore if God gave to them the same gift as He gave to us also, after believing in 

the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could stand in God's way?” When they heard 

this, they quieted down and glorified God, saying, ‘Well then, God has granted to 

the Gentiles also the repentance that leads to life.” (Vs. 4-18) 

 

If you were here last week, this is another deja vu moment.  Again, in a book where Luke is known 

for his brevity, why go back through all the same details again? Why not just say that Peter told 

them what had happened? It's because Luke wants to make sure we understand this was God's 

initiative. This was God doing something in Peter; this was God doing something in Cornelius. 

This was God bringing them together; that’s the only way that this was possible. 

  

It's interesting that Luke identifies the six circumcised Jews, who were now eyewitnesses to this 

amazing event. It's also interesting in verse 15, where Peter says, the Holy Spirit fell upon them, 

just as he did upon us at the beginning. There are a couple things there. It's very interesting that 

he's identified what happened with the Gentiles was exactly the same as what happened to them at 

the beginning. Some people refer to this as a Gentile Pentecost, or kind of an echo of the original 

Pentecost. But this is about eight years later. If it was ordinary that people were speaking in 

tongues, Peter would not have said what happened to us at the beginning. He would have said 

something like, “What's happening to us all the time.” Sometimes when people talk about speaking 

in tongues in the book of Acts, it sounds like it's happening all the time. The truth is, it happened 

in chapter 2; it happened in chapter 10; it happens in chapter 19—only three times in three different 

geographical locations. And it's worth noting that Peter goes all the way back to the beginning—

eight years ago—when God did the same thing with us.  It's also interesting to think of the language 

at the beginning. The beginning of what? This is not an extension of Judaism. This is not an 

extension of the old covenant. Pentecost was the beginning of something new. It was a new 
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covenant. It was a new movement. And one of the things that will define this new movement is, 

“We are no longer going to consider anyone unclean.”  

 

You go to the book of Revelation and we are told that, at the end of the story, God gathers before 

Him, people of every tribe, every tongue, every nation. Every one of the people made in the image 

of God, every one of the people that Jesus died for, every one of them is equal in every way, before 

a holy God in Christ. That's God's vision for the world. That's the world as God intended it to be. 

And that will be the world in the new heaven and the new earth. This is not wishful thinking. This 

is not God, hoping this happens. This is what will be. And it won't happen by force; it won't happen 

by anger; it won't happen by human effort or philosophies. It will require God to do what only God 

can do—to change a human heart. 

  

It might be helpful as we wrap this up, to wrestle with this question: Who would be Cornelius for 

you? Who is it that you've considered unclean? Who is it you've considered out of bounds? What 

would be the barriers that you would have to cross in order to be obedient to carry the gospel to 

the Cornelius God has put before you? Every person out there is a person made in the image of 

God. Every person out there is a person Jesus died for, and our mission is to tell them about Jesus.  

  

Many years ago, I knew a lady. She was very outspoken, very intelligent; I would have to say very 

loud—and she utterly despised Christians. We could not have been more opposite spiritually, 

politically, socially—on everything. There were a couple of occasions where I bumped into her 

and tried to show her some kindness and compassion. I would say she wasn't really interested. 

Then her world fell apart. She did not know where else to turn, so she turned to me, and I had the 

privilege of seeing her come to Christ. About a month later, I was sitting at her kitchen table. She 

was there with her husband. We were drinking coffee, and she said, “Whenever I heard Christians 

talk at me, argue at me, debate me, I thought they were stupid. Their arguments didn't make sense. 

It was unreasonable. I couldn't understand anything they were saying. But the morning after I 

trusted Christ, I had changed my mind on pretty much everything.” And I remember walking away 

from that conversation, reminded that until we get someone to Jesus, nothing of significance is 

ever going to change. We may think we're making really good arguments, really good debate, 

really making some good points. But I'm pretty sure that's not how they're hearing it. Anything that 

we do or say that is a roadblock to the ultimate conversation that needs to happen, is a strategic 

error, because the only one that can really bring about the needed change is Christ. And until we 

get them to Jesus, nothing of significance will change. Ultimately, God has to do His part. He's the 

only One that can. But both Cornelius and Peter had to be obedient. So, I don't doubt God is going 

to do His part. The question is: “Will we be obedient and do our part?” We'll have to…we'll have 

to, if we're going to Dare to Be the Church. 

  

Our Father, we're thankful that You have called us to make a difference in this world, that 

we as the church are called to give people a glimpse of the world as you intended it to be, 

and the world as it, one day, will be again. Lord, may we be obedient to our call. In Jesus’ 

name, Amen.  

 
 Taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 1995 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2021 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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SPRING 2021 // WEEK 6 
Life Group Questions 

Acts: Daring to Be the Church // May 15/16, 2021 

No Person Unclean // Acts 10:24-11:18 

 

Introduction 

This week Pastor Bryan led us through part two of the story of Cornelius as Peter arrives to share the 
gospel with his entire family and close friends. It’s a clear example of how Jesus invites us to come to Him 
just as we are; but accepting that invitation involves complete transformation which shows itself in 
repentance, forgiveness, baptism and receiving the Spirit. 
 
To get the most out of your group time, we invite you to look over the questions below and write your 
thoughts down before you meet with your group.  
 

Warm Up (Suggested time: 20 min) 

Here are some suggestions to get your conversation started: 

1. If you’ve had a chance to try any of the Personal Spiritual Exercises at the end of the questions 

each week, share something you’ve gained through the experience. 

 

 

2. When you were young, what did you look forward to most about summer vacation?  

 

 

Getting Started 

Transition into group discussion.  

1) Open group discussion with prayer. Here are a few potential prayer items: 

a. For the Spirit of God to lead you in truth 

b. For the fruit of the Spirit to be cultivated in your lives 

c. For grace to hear and apply what the Spirit says to you  

2) Invite someone to read the passage in the group.
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Study Questions (Suggested time: 40 min) 

1) What part of the service on Saturday/Sunday has stuck with you this week? 

 

 

2) In part one of the Cornelius story (Acts 10:1-23), God prepared Peter in a very dramatic way to 

share the gospel with him. What are some reasons God needed to prepare Peter’s heart in this 

way?  

 

 

Can you think of a time when you were resistant to share Jesus with someone because of a bias 
 you held? Share what happened. 

 

 

 

3) When Peter shared the gospel in Cornelius’ home (Acts 10:23-48), what evidence is given that 

these Gentiles truly became part of the body of Christ?  

 

 

How was the gift of tongues used in this text? (See Acts 11:15-18) 

 

 

What can we learn from this example about how miraculous gifts can be viewed today? 

 

 

4) In Galatians 2:11-14, Paul recounts a time when he had to confront Peter about the way he was 

bowing to peer pressure rather than living out the gospel of grace. What warning do you hear in 

this example of Peter and Barnabas in these verses? 

 

 

              When are you tempted to divide the world into camps of “us” and “them”?  

 

 

How might you encourage each other this week to pursue unity in our divided world? 
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Prayer (Suggested time: 20 min) 

Prayer opens us up to the leading of the Holy Spirit which makes it an important part of the Christian 
life. We realize that everyone has their own comfort level with group prayer, and we want this to be a time 
of safety and care. You may verbalize your prayer or pray silently to yourself; that way everyone is a 
participant in sharing this time before God together. 

 

Some things to consider during prayer time: 

• What did the message or group discussion cause you to notice about your relationship 

with Jesus?   

• How can you express gratitude for what God’s teaching you? 

• What questions are stirring that only God can answer? 

• Are there troubling things in your life that need to be confessed to God? 

• Is there an unmet need that only God can fulfill? 

 

  

 

Personal Spiritual Exercises 

Each week we’re suggesting a couple of spiritual exercises. These are not required, but they may help us 
to actively live our faith and grow as followers of Jesus. Feel free to practice one or both. If a certain 
exercise is helpful for you, we encourage you to find a way to incorporate it into your daily life. 

 

(Upward Look) Begin your day reading Psalm 16. Notice the characteristics of God; write them down, 
repeat them back to Him, or form them into a prayer of gratitude. 

 

(Outward Look) Using Psalm 16 again, pay attention to people who come to mind as you read those 
verses. Perhaps you know someone who needs a safe refuge right now; insert their name in verse 1 as a 
prayer on their behalf. If you think of another who needs direction and peace, you might personalize verse 
11 for them. Praying for others using God’s Word as a guide is a powerful tool for them—and for you! 

 

 

 

 

 


