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So good to be together this morning.  I want to ask you a question: “When you look in the mirror, 

what do you see?”  Now these are the moments in time, where I think back in youth ministry, if I 

would have asked that question then, inevitably I would have gotten a sixth grader saying, “My 

reflection!” and that would be true for sure.  Somebody else would shout out, “Zits!” and I'm sure, 

inevitably, that freshmen dude would follow up with, “I see a good-looking dude!” Right?  But 

I'm talking about something a little different than that.  But before that, students, we love you.  We 

are so behind you as a church.  College students, I know you just finished dead week, and you're 

in finals, soon behind you.  We’ve got seniors that are graduating.  We love you as a church!   

 

But it's interesting how our perception of ourselves changes as we grow older.  There's a guy 

named Gordon McKenzie, who was a bit of a legend in the art world back in the 80’s.  He worked 

for Hallmark, and he would go around in schools and he would ask a question, “Who's an artist in 

here?”  And when he'd go into kindergarten, he'd ask that question, and inevitably, the whole room, 

both hands would shoot up, “Me…Me…Me!”  Instantly, every person in the room was an artist.  

You'd get to first grade; he'd ask the same question.  100% but this time, it'd be one hand.  “Me… 

me, me.”  By the time he got to sixth grade and asked the question, “Who's an artist?” maybe he 

would get two people that would kind of shyly, sheepishly, stick up a hand, wondering how much 

the other people would think they're weird for that.  

 

Our perception of ourselves continues to change over time.  I wonder sometimes when we look at 

the person in the mirror, if we start to see somebody because of their failures.  Or I wonder at 

times, if we look in the mirror, and we see someone because of all of their accomplishments.  But 

I wonder this.  If Jesus were standing next to you, as you looked in the mirror, what would He 

see?   We want to look at that this morning.  We're in Acts, Chapter 9.  So, if you have a Bible, 

you can join me there, and we'll start in verse 1: 

 

But Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord, went 

to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus, so that 

if he found any belonging to the Way, men or women, he might bring them bound 

to Jerusalem.  (*ESV, Acts 9:1-2) 

 

He's still breathing out murderous threats.  He's ruthless, looking for men and women, any that 

were following Jesus Christ.  Let's get a little reminder on who this guy is.  Remember, just a 

couple of chapters ago, at the end of chapter seven, there was a disciple that was stoned and 

murdered for his faith in Jesus Christ and was proclaiming it to the religious leaders at the time. 

And we see in Chapter 7, verse, 58, we see this: 

  

And the witnesses laid down their garments at the feet of a young man named Saul.  
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If we jump forward to chapter 22, Saul himself would say this, “I, myself, was standing by and 

approving, and watching over the garments of those who killed them.”  Then we get into chapter 

eight and we realized that Saul, this young man, was passionately ravaging the church.  In fact, in 

chapter nine, we're going to see a word describing Saul, that he had wreaked havoc on the church.  

Stott says it was a brutal, sadistic cruelty.  And not only there in Jerusalem, but if we skip all the 

way to Chapter 26, verse 9, Saul said: 

 

“I myself was convinced that I ought to do many things in opposing the name of 

Jesus of Nazareth. And I did so in Jerusalem. I not only locking up many of the 

saints in prison after receiving authority from the chief priests, but when they were 

put to death, I cast my vote against them.  And I punished them often in all the 

synagogues and tried to make them blaspheme, and in raging fury against them, I 

persecuted them even to foreign cities.  (Acts 26:9-11) 

 

So the Jewish Christians were in Jerusalem, and Saul was running around, rounding them up, 

killing them, taking them off to prison, and as they scattered and dispersed about, he wasn't willing 

to let them go.  He now became as though a predator stalking his prey.  He hunted them down to 

every place that they'd gone.  One of those places was in what we're looking at in Chapter 9 now.   

 

So out to Damascus, there is a synagogue located there.  No doubt there were synagogues all over 

as the Jews had been dispersed into exile.  So Saul now goes to follow them there.  Now what else 

do we know about Saul?  We know that he was a highly educated Jew, that he had studied under 

Gamaliel, and he scrupulously followed the Law.  Every letter that he thought possible, he would 

try and follow it.  We also know that he was a zealot and in Philippians, Chapter 3 says, as to zeal, 

a persecutor of the church.   

 

Now what is a zealot?  It’s someone with violent passions to preserve the purity and faithfulness 

of Israelites’ commitment to Yahweh their God.  In fact the first zealot we ever find is in Numbers 

Chapter 25.  It's Aaron's grandson, a priest, and his name is Phineas.  The children of Israel had 

landed near an area where the Moabites had lived.  And the Moabites had started to infiltrate the 

camp. They had started inviting the Israelites to worship their God. Men started bringing Moabite 

women into the camp and practicing sexual immorality with them.  In fact, all of this started taking 

place as God was speaking to the children of Israel about their wickedness.  And one of the men 

in the camp brought a Moabite woman into the camp and went into his tent.  And Phineas, with a 

passionate rage to preserve the purity and commitment of the Israelite people, grabbed a spear, 

follow them into the tent, and drove it through both of them.   

 

We know that Saul had a passionate, intense fury to preserve the purity of God, although he'll find 

out later, he's misdirected.  Every morning he would recite the Shema, “Here, O Israel, the Lord 

our God is one.”   A monotheistic God, a God of one person, and so he thought that Jesus was 

misleading people away from the one true God.  He was also a Pharisee, this hyper-religious Jewish 

group, that started to take the laws from the priestly duties and tried to impose them on everyone 

in everyday life.  So the priests had certain duties they were supposed to do within the temple and 

they would go and wash their hands before they practice this temple rite. So the Pharisees then 

thought that everyone should go wash their hands before their prayer or before their meals, or the 
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priest prayed certain blessings, before they would enter into a meal. So, everyone should say a 

certain prayer before a meal.  They tried to impose additional laws onto everyone all the time.  

 

Now, legalism can be very dangerous, when you start to impose your laws on other people.  So 

this is where we find Saul now, hunting down the church.  And what happens?  We get to verse 

three, and it says this:  

 

Now as he went on his way, he approached Damascus…  

 

About 150 miles from Jerusalem, this desert oasis, the city that was right next to the desert, and it 

was a trade route; a lot of areas would go through it.  In fact, there was a main road that ran through 

Damascus called Straight Street. I guess you could probably say it’s pretty straight, right?  It went 

from east to west, and it was a common area, and he's trying to find the Christians that are there 

now, those that belong to the Way. 

 

…and suddenly a light from heaven shone around him.  And falling to the ground, 

he heard a voice saying to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting Me?” And he 

said, “Who are you, Lord?”  And He said, “I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.”   

                                    (Vs. 3-5)                                                                                                         

 

Saul experiences a moment with Jesus, and Jesus reveals His truth to him.  I can't imagine Saul 

sitting there going, “What is happening?”  Do you notice the way that Jesus referred to the 

persecution?  Isn't it interesting that Jesus didn't say, “Saul, Saul, why are you persecuting My 

church?”  When he asked who you are, he says, Jesus, the head of the church that you're 

persecuting, but He doesn’t. He says Me. This Jesus is so intimately connected to His church, that 

when His church suffers and hurts, He suffers and hurts.  It's one united body.  

 

In fact, maybe remember Matthew, Chapter 25, when Jesus is talking, He says, “Remember, when 

I was hungry and you fed Me, when I was thirsty you gave Me something to drink.  When I was a 

stranger, and you invited Me in,” and the list goes on and on, and they said, “What?  When did we 

do this?”  He said, “Whatever you've done to the least of these, you've done to Me.”  Jesus is 

personally connected to the church.  And as the church is being ravaged and persecuted and 

murdered, He knows; He hurts.  He is present with them.   

 

I can imagine at this point that Saul's mind goes into this mind-blown experience.  “The God I was 

seeking to follow and pour out my passion and zeal for, is the God I'm actually opposing and 

persecuting.  How could this be?”  He goes on in verse 6:  

 

“But rise and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do.”  The men who 

were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice but seeing no one.  Saul 

rose from the ground, and although his eyes were opened, he saw nothing.  So they 

led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus.  And for three days he was 

without sight, and neither ate nor drank.  (Vs. 6-9) 

 

For three days, I have to believe that Saul is sitting in darkness.  He's not eating; that takes up a lot 

of time.  He's not drinking, and he's wrestling with the truth he's just encountered.  You have to 
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remember that the Christian movement is rooted in the Jewish movement.  It's now a Messianic 

Jewish movement that is flowing out from Judaism.  It's not meant to be separate in Christianity, 

but it's meant to point to the Messiah, to the Redeemer.  So for three days, he has to be wrestling 

with what's taken place.   

 

But this Messiah that God had promised, was supposed to be this king.  But then we remember 

back in Chapter 8, as Philip was talking with the Ethiopian, he spoke of Him as a suffering servant. 

But what about all the sacrifices that we've placed on animals for our atonement?  There's no way 

that animals can really, ever complete that.  But could it be that God's Son is God?  That God is a 

Triune God, one God in three persons, and that His Son is the ultimate sacrifice?   

 

What about Abraham, and this blessing that would bless the whole world?  Could it be that Jesus 

was that blessing that flowed from David's line?  As you continue to see and wrestle through this, 

I wonder what went through his mind, because whenever I see my need, it either makes me want 

to work harder, or give up and surrender.  Now often, it's just work harder.  But there's got to be 

something I can do.  Like there's got to be some more laws I can follow. There's got to be something 

more I can give.  There's got to be something more I can pay, right?  God, how much do I owe 

You?  Let me just write You a check.  Everybody that's 20 and under here just said, “What in the 

world is a check?” (laughter) But let me just Venmo You, right, God? How much do I owe You?  

But that doesn't work.  We can never pay enough.  

 

So at some point in our lives, we have to realize that the truth leads us to this point of scandalous 

grace.  I learned in my church growing up that grace meant unearned, undeserved favor—his 

scandalous grace of God extended to us.  Keller tweeted this out:   “The gospel is this. You are 

more sinful and flawed than you ever dared to believe. (This is absolutely true for Saul.)  But you 

are more accepted and loved than you ever dared hope.” This is also absolutely true of Saul!   

 

Martin Luther tweeted this out.  Actually, he didn't tweet it. (laughter) He is more of a pen and 

paper kind of guy.  “Whoever sees Christ as a mirror of the Father's heart actually walks through 

the world with new eyes.”  Let me ask you this statement.  God loves you with the same love that 

He loves His perfect Son, Jesus Christ.  What goes through your mind and in your heart when you 

hear that?  Again, God loves you with the same love that He loves His perfect Son, Jesus Christ.  

How I understand that, and how I accept that, tells me a lot about my belief and understanding of 

the theology of grace.   

 

Someone said it this way.  Religion says, “Ah, I messed up; my dad is gonna kill me.” But a 

relationship with Jesus says, “I messed up; I gotta call my dad.”  I wonder how much we understand 

the grace that is offered to us.  And Saul is sitting there three days without sight, neither eating nor 

drinking, and is pondering the truth that's been exposed to him.  And now God is going to show 

him an act of grace through someone who himself has experienced this grace in verse 10:  

 

Now there was a disciple at Damascus named Ananias.  And the Lord said to him in 

a vision, “Ananias.”  He said, “Here am I, Lord.”  And the Lord said to him, “Rise 

and go to a street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of Tarsus 

named Saul, for behold, he is praying, and he has seen in a vision a man named 

Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his sight.”  
                                                                                                                               (Vs. 10-12) 
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You guys all know Ananias, right?  Who is this guy?  Like in our minds we go: 

Okay…David…king…killed giants.  Yeah, I got David.  Moses? Yeah, led the people out of 

Egypt.  Pharaoh got some stuff around that for him.  Even Saul, Okay, Saul, I understand.  Ananias?  

We don't know a lot about Ananias, do we?  We’re like, “Wait, didn't we hear about him in chapter 

five?”  Ananias?  No, actually it's a totally different guy.  Ananias was a very common name.  It's 

a reminder to me that God has plans and purpose for each and every one of us.  He's gifted us 

uniquely.  And we're all invited to join Him in the story in different ways to bring about the 

flourishing that He has planned in this world.  So, Ananias responds in verse 13:  

 

But Ananias answered, “Lord. I have heard from many about this man, how much 

evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem.  And here he has authority from the 

chief priests to bind all who call on Your name.” (Vs. 13-14) 

 

It’s as though Ananias is like, “Hey, God, there might be some things that You haven't gotten the 

memo on. Let me fill You in.  So You just asked me to go meet with this guy that's come to 

Damascus.  But he actually came here to hunt me down.  And if I go meet with him, he's killed 

people.  He's persecuted people; he's locked people up in prison.”  (There's a sense of fear that 

you're sensing from Ananias.)  “God, do You?  Do You understand what You're asking me to do?” 

I wonder if even maybe there's a sense of anger within Ananias, very likely that he could have 

known someone in his family or someone in the church that had been persecuted by this very man. 

 

If God asked you to go and be a part of the work He's doing in someone's life that had killed your 

family, would you go?  It's a reminder, too, that God doesn't use perfect people. There's only been 

one perfect person that walked this earth.  From that point on, His plan has been to use imperfect 

people, ordinary people, people filled with His Spirit, who dared to obey what He asks them to do.  

So how does Ananias respond?  Verse 15:  

 

But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen instrument of Mine to carry My 

name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel.  For I will show him 

how much he must suffer for the sake of My name.”  So Ananias departed and 

entered the house.  (Vs. 15-17a) 

 

“Go.”  It’s so interesting to me how detailed God often is not in His instructions.  Now, He does 

give Ananias a little bit more here.  Remember with Abraham, Genesis chapter 12, God said, “Go, 

Abraham.”  And Abraham says, “Where?” and He doesn't tell him.  Actually, the information that 

He gives him, is information that he already knows.  He tells him he's going to leave his family.  

He tells him all these things he's leaving from.  I'm sure Abraham is like, “Hey, I already knew 

that.  But where are we going?”  But by faith, he steps out.  Genesis, Chapter 22, He tells Abraham 

to sacrifice his son.  Not a whole lot of details on that one either.   

 

Here we find Him telling Ananias, “Go,” and gives him a few other details where he's going to 

find him, and what he's going to use Saul for.  But as Ananias walks in there, there's still a lot of 

unknowns I'm sure are going through his mind.  But he does know this.  He knows that God has 

chosen Saul.  Saul later realizes this too; this truth rocks him!  In Romans 1:1, he says, I am a 

servant of Christ set apart for the gospel.  God had a plan for Saul's life.  
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In John 15, He (Jesus) actually says, “You did not choose Me, but I chose you.”  Jesus is actively 

at work in each and every one of our lives, drawing us closer to Him.  It's this mind-blowing reality 

and truth that God is completely in control, completely sovereign, knows all, and yet somehow in 

His invitation to us, gives us the ability to respond or to reject Him—something I don't think I'll 

ever be able to wrap my mind around.   

 

But C. S. Lewis gets a little glimpse of this in his own story, in his book called Surprised by Joy. 

It's an autobiography.  As he shares a little bit more about his experience in his conversion with 

Jesus, he says this,  

 

“The odd thing was that before God closed in on me, I was in fact offered what now is to 

appear as a moment, wholly free choice.  In a sense, I was going up to Headington Hill on 

the top of a bus. Without words, and (I think) almost without images, a fact about myself 

was somehow presented to me.  I became aware that I was holding something at bay, or 

shutting something out.  Or, if you like, that I was wearing some stiff clothing, like corsets, 

or even a suit of armor, as if I were a lobster. I felt myself being, there and then, given a 

free choice. I could open the door or keep it shut; I could unbuckle the armor or keep it on.  

Neither choice was presented as a duty; no threat or promise was attached to either, though 

I knew that to open the door or to take off the corset meant the incalculable.  The choice 

appeared to me to be momentous but it was also strangely unemotional.  I was moved by 

no desires or fears.  In a sense I was not moved by anything.  I chose to open, to unbuckle, 

to loosen the rein.  “I chose,” yet it did not really seem possible to do the opposite.”  (He 

goes on to say,) To me, as I then was, they might as well have talked about the mouse's 

search for the cat.  It's not that the mouse goes and finds the cat, it’s that the cat finds the 

mouse.  God pursues us; we don't find God. 1  

 

And in this reality, God is continuing to pursue Saul.  It gets into this theological framework called 

election.  And it can be very hard for us to understand, but the best way I heard somebody phrase 

it is that election is not a doctrine to be analyzed. but it's a truth to be adored.  This God of the 

universe, loves and pursues us, but not only that, He has a plan.  He says that he is His instrument, 

another word for this in Greek would be vessel. It's this handcrafted instrument for a specific 

purpose.  God is going to use him in an incredible way.  So verse 17,  

 

So Ananias departed and entered the house.  And laying his hands on him he said, 

“Brother Saul, (Scandalous Grace) the Lord Jesus who appeared to you on the road 

by which you came has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with 

the Holy Spirit.”  And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and he 

regained his sight. Then he rose and was baptized; and taking food, he was 

strengthened.  (Vs.17-19a) 

 

It's interesting. We see these different pictures that Luke is painting that show the conversion that's 

taking place, almost as if these symbols are metaphors in Saul's life.  He talks about light and 

darkness.  He talks about blindness and then seeing.  And it's interesting, a lot of people have 

actually thought that God changed his name.  That's not true.  Saul is actually his Hebrew name. 
 
1 Lewis, C. S. Surprised by Joy, Harcourt Brace, 1955 
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It's his hometown name.  Paul is just the Greek form or derivative of that; it's his Roman name.  It 

may be similar to someone named Joseph.  In Spanish, it would be Jose’, right? Or for me, Josh, 

and my Spanish friends often call me “Hosh”, right?  It's the same name but utilized in different 

ways.  But Paul is using it as a device to show us the conversion that's taking place in his life.  

 

Scales fall from his eyes, and he can see.  Scales, often used throughout Greek literature, can be 

used to refer to the scales on a fish or the scales on a snake—the snakeskin—or even the peel of 

an onion or the shell of a nut.  It also can be used to talk about a scab coming off and healing.  God 

performs healing on Saul and his eyes, and he can literally see. But there's something more that's 

taking place in his life.  He can spiritually see the truth of God's grace and the salvation that has 

been offered.  So what does he do?  Immediately he was baptized.  Because when God takes root 

in our lives, we want to show others the transformation that's happened in our life.  It's crazy to 

me; he does this before he even goes and gets food.  He just gets up and he goes, and he's baptized, 

and then he gets food, and he moves on.  In verse 19:   

 

For some days he was with the disciples at Damascus.  And immediately he 

proclaimed Jesus in the synagogues, saying, “He is the Son of God.”  And all who 

heard him were amazed and said, “Is this not the man who made havoc in Jerusalem 

of those who called upon this name?  And has he not come here for this purpose, to 

bring them bound before the chief priests?”  But Saul increased all the more in 

strength, and confounded the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus 

was the Christ. (Vs. 19b-22) 

 

Saul did not lose his zeal; his zeal was redirected for what it was made for.  This Creator had built 

a creation, handcrafted, and made Saul with a passionate skill, a personality and ability to proclaim 

Him in miraculous ways, in courageous ways.  And we're going to see that unfold through the 

story of Acts.  He's a new creation, but God now uses that new creation.  And that same framework 

that He's wired within Saul for His plans and His purpose, in the same way that He wants to use 

each one of us in the ways that He's given us skills and gifts and personalities.  Verse 23:  

 

When many days had passed, the Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became 

known to Saul. They were watching the gates day and night in order to kill him, but 

his disciples took him in by night, and let him down through an opening to the wall, 

lowering him in a basket.  And when he had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join 

the disciples.  And they were all afraid of him, for they did not believe that he was a 

disciple.  (Vs. 23-26) 

 

Now this makes sense, right?  He had gone up to Damascus for one purpose alone.  And when he's 

returning, they're thinking he's still on that.  And I wonder if they think, “Is this a ploy to draw us 

out, so he can bind us?”  They reject Him; they're scared of him.  We like the idea of grace in 

theory but putting it into practice is a whole other thing.  For these disciples, they're concerned for 

themselves, but they are going to learn to continue to extend grace and truth.  The reality is this.  

It's not just grace, or it's not just truth, its grace and truth.   

 

John 1:14 says this: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us.  We have seen His glory, 

glory as of the only Son from the Father full of grace and truth.  That same Spirit of grace and 
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truth now lives in the church. It's not half grace and half truth; it's full of grace and truth.  It's not 

either grace or truth; it's full of grace and truth.  Grace often is something, if we just look at that, 

and not hold any truth, that can lead to compromise.  And truth is something, that if we just look 

at that, and don't hold to any grace, can lead to being an uncaring jerk.  But God has used this way 

within His Son to extend both the truth of the reality of the Savior, and salvation that's offered in 

a way of grace.   

 

Kevin de Young says, “Jesus came from the Father, full of grace, and truth, all grace, all truth, all 

the time.” Now He expects His people, His followers, to do the same. How will they respond?  

 

But Barnabas took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to them how 

on the road he had seen the Lord, who spoke to him, and how at Damascus he had 

preached boldly in the name of Jesus.  So he went in and out among them at 

Jerusalem, preaching boldly in the name of the Lord.  (Vs. 27, 28) 

 

This person who they thought would be impossible to come to know Jesus, the reality now is found 

that he truly has.  I wonder who is on your list. Who would you say, “There's no way this person 

could ever come to know Jesus?  I know Jesus Christ has no bounds, but I mean, come on.  It's this 

person.”  And yet, God has done a work in Saul's life and shown the disciples that His grace and 

His salvation has no boundaries.  No one is too far from God to continue to be reached.  So, they 

were concerned for themselves but then they turn as disciples and as a family, to their concern for 

Saul.  He goes in and out preaching boldly in verse 29:   

 

And he spoke and disputed against the Hellenists. (This very group that he was a part 

of, that he was persecuting with.) But they were seeking to kill him.  And when the 

brothers (There it is, again, we see that word.)  learned this, they brought him down 

to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. (Vs. 29, 30) 

 

They're concerned for him and for his life, cared for him enough to bring him and send him back 

to Tarsus. Saul is going to go there, and he's going to be there for 7 years before we see him again, 

showing up a little bit later down the road in chapter 11.  Luke uses his device to leave us in one 

place, and he'll pick us back up in that place, as the stories continue to unfold all around him.  But 

the reality is this: God continues to be at work, showing His grace through His people.  Verse 31:  

 

So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria had peace and was 

being built up.  And walking in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy 

Spirit, it multiplied. 

 

It grew as they feared, as they obeyed God, and they're comforted by His Spirit. They continued 

to live out this kingdom life, and the church multiplied.  Church, if you looked in the mirror, do 

you see God's grace in your life?  The reality is this: God paid for all of your sins through His 

death, through His Son—all of them—the ones that people have seen, and those secret sins that 

you hope no one will ever see, that you hope no one will ever have the knowledge of it being 

exposed.  And the realization that God sees all and knows all will either do one of two things:  it 

will crush you, or it will set you free with a freedom you never thought possible.  When you look 

in the mirror, do you see God's grace?  Do you see the way the God of the universe sees you with 

His love, and His compassion, His forgiveness, and His grace?   
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Second question I would ask is, “Do you display His grace?”  Do you live to display the grace of 

God to others?  

 

There is a story of a way this grace was displayed that I thought beautifully pictures this, so I 

thought rather than trying to say it, I'm just going to take a second to read it to you.  It's a little bit 

longer, so buckle up. (Josh reads an excerpt from the book called, Church: Why Bother? by Philip 

Yancey, to wrap up his message) 
 

 

 

Father, may we be a church that exudes Your grace, that lavishes Your scandalous 

grace on those the world rejects, on those the world seems untouchable to, on those that 

go outside of our boundaries of comfort, and security.  Jesus, thank You for a grace that 

has come into our lives that transforms and changes us.  Thank you for looking at us 

with eyes of love, though we don't deserve it.  Thank You for your acceptance because 

of Your Son.  Father, may we be a church that continues to display this scandalous 

grace to everyone who comes across our path.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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SPRING 2021 // WEEK 4 
Life Group Questions 

Acts: Daring To Be The Church // May 1-2, 2021 

Scandalous Grace // Acts 9:1-31 

 

Introduction 

This week we get to look in on the miraculous conversion of Saul. Saul goes from persecuting Jesus and  
His church, to preaching the gospel. God works through several others in this process in Saul’s life. 
 
To get the most out of your group time, we invite you to look over the questions below and write your 
thoughts down before you meet with your group.  
 
 
 

Warm Up (Suggested time: 20 min) 

Here are some suggestions to get your conversation started: 

1. What did you like to pretend or make-believe when you were young? 

 

 

 

2. If you learned you only have five more years to live, how would you like to spend your last years? 

 

 

Getting Started 

Transition into group discussion.  

1) Open group discussion with prayer. Here are a few potential prayer items: 

a. For the Spirit of God to lead you in truth 

b. For the fruit of the Spirit to be cultivated in your lives 

c. For grace to hear and apply what the Spirit says to you  

2) Invite someone to read the passage in the group.
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Study Questions (Suggested time: 40 min) 

1) What, if anything, did you feel the Holy Spirit impressing on you during the message this week? 

 
 

2) How did you see grace displayed throughout this story? 

 

 

 

3) In Acts 9:10-31, Ananias and Barnabas play a key role in encouraging Saul and helping him get 

connected to the early church in Jerusalem. If there is someone in your life who played a role like 

this in your life, would you share about that experience with your group? 

 

 
Why do we need people like Ananias and Barnabas in the church? 

 

 
4) Ananias and Barnabas took a risk loving and accepting Saul. It may not have been easy for them 

to make that choice. Who are the people that you would have difficulty accepting or embracing if 

they walked in the doors of our church? 

 

 

How do we become the kind of people who reach out to these people to see what Jesus is doing 
in their life and seek to walk beside them? 

 

 

5) Identify one person in your life whom you would consider to be the most unlikely person to trust 

Christ. If you are willing, share a bit about your relationship with this person with the group.  

 

 

 

Do you think God can do a miracle and radically change that person’s heart? Would you commit 

to praying regularly for that person’s salvation? 

 

 
What do you think it might look like for you to play a part in that person’s journey beyond just 
praying? Maybe ask your group for suggestions on this as well. 
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Prayer (Suggested time: 20 min) 

Prayer opens us up to the leading of the Holy Spirit which makes it an important part of the Christian 
life. We realize that everyone has their own comfort level with group prayer, and we want this to be a 
time of safety and care. You may verbalize your prayer or pray silently to yourself; that way everyone is a 
participant in sharing this time before God together. 
 
Some things to consider during prayer time: 

• What do you think Jesus is asking of you after this message and group discussion? 

• Ask for prayer in helping you become a more loving person who is willing to reach out to people 

that may not be like you. 

• Pray for those in your life who you feel are unlikely to trust Christ. 

 

  
 

Personal Spiritual Exercises 

Each week we’re suggesting a couple of spiritual exercises. These are not required, but they may help us 
to actively live our faith and grow as followers of Jesus. Feel free to practice one or both. If a certain 
exercise is helpful for you, we encourage you to find a way to incorporate it into your daily life. 
 
 
(Ask for an Opportunity) LBC’s founding pastor, Curt Lehman, used to pray this prayer regularly: “Lord, 
would you bring someone into my life and across my path today, that I could influence for you?” Consider 
praying this each morning and then look for the opportunities God might give you each day. 
 
(Acknowledge the server/barista) This week try to acknowledge those to whom we don’t normally pay 
much attention. Acknowledge those serving—the waitstaff at a restaurant or your barista.  Even if you are 
having a life-changing conversation with your friend. Stop, look the server in the eye and say, “Thank you 
so much.” Make eye contact with beggars even if you don’t have money to give them. See what kind of 
opportunities this may create. 
 
Next week in your Life Group, take a few moments to share how either of these exercises may have 
changed your outlook on your daily life. 
 
 

 
 


