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Last week we reminded ourselves that all of us, as believers, have a high and holy calling to be the 

church, both out there and in here. In here, meaning anything under the organized umbrella of 

Lincoln Berean, so to be part of the life of a local church. Out there is anything beyond that, to be 

the church at work, to be the church at school, to be the church in your neighborhood, where you 

do your hobbies. All of us have a high and holy calling. Our text this morning helps us to think 

through some expectations, both out there and in here. So, if you have a Bible, I invite you to turn 

with us to Acts, Chapter 6. We're going to pick it up in verse 8: 

 

And Stephen, full of grace and power, was performing great wonders and signs 

among the people. But some men from what was called the Synagogue of the 

Freedmen, including both Cyrenians and Alexandrians, and some from Cilicia 

and Asia, rose up and argued with Stephen. But they were unable to cope with the 

wisdom and the Spirit with which he was speaking. Then they secretly induced men 

to say, “We have heard him speak blasphemous words against Moses 

and against God.” And they stirred up the people, the elders and the scribes, and 

they came up to him and dragged him away and brought 

him before the Council. They put forward false witnesses who said, “This man 

incessantly speaks against this holy place and the Law; for we have heard him say 

that this Nazarene, Jesus, will destroy this place and alter the customs which Moses 

handed down to us.” And fixing their gaze on him, all who were sitting in the Council 

saw his face like the face of an angel.   (*NASB, Acts 6:8-15) 

    

So, in our text last week, we were introduced to a man by the name of Stephen, one of the seven 

chosen for specific responsibilities. We already know he's a man of good reputation; he's full of 

the Spirit, and he’s full of wisdom. Now he moves to becoming the main character in our story this 

morning, and the text tells us that he was also full of grace and power. It's really important, as we 

go through the story this morning, to keep in mind this description of Stephen. Stephen was not 

some hothead that was going off on the Council, actually just the opposite. But he was called by 

God to speak the truth to the Jerusalem Council, and ultimately his obedience will cost him his 

life. The text also tells us that he was performing great signs and wonders. It's very unusual to 

find anyone outside of the twelve apostles who are doing signs and wonders, but there were a few, 

and Stephen is named as one of those.  

 

Jerusalem had multiple synagogues, and some of them were Greek-speaking synagogues. This 

particular one that's mentioned—Synagogue of the Freedmen-—is referring to Hellenistic Jews 

that lived outside of the land, in Greek-speaking environments, who were slaves. At some point 

they gained their freedom, made their way back to Jerusalem, and attended this Greek-speaking 

synagogue specifically for these freed slaves. So, they get into a debate with Stephen, but they're 
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no match for Stephen—filled with the Spirit of God. So as happens today, if you can't win the 

argument, you start slinging mud, and, that's exactly what happens. They rally some false witnesses 

to lie about Stephen. They go before the Council, and now the Council is going to hear the charges.  

  

Verse 15 is an interesting verse, hard to figure out exactly what it means. But I think the point in 

the text is to remind us that Stephen was a man filled with the Spirit of God. He's standing before 

the religious leaders of his day, but the text is saying Stephen had the presence of God, not the 

Council. 

 

Chapter 7, verse 1:  

 

The high priest said, “Are these things so?”  

 

This then causes Steven to launch into the longest sermon in the book of Acts. So, we have a lot 

of material to cover, and we are really going to go for it. It's hard to organize this, but the best way 

to understand it is that Stephen is making a case that this has always been about God, who is 

mysterious and unconventional in His ways, and about a remnant who have always been willing 

to listen and obey, and a lot of other people who are determined to not listen, and rebel. Verse 2:  

 

And he said, “Hear me, brethren and fathers! The God of glory appeared to our 

father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he lived in Haran, and said to 

him, ‘LEAVE YOUR COUNTRY AND YOUR RELATIVES, AND COME INTO THE LAND THAT I 

WILL SHOW YOU.’ Then he left the land of the Chaldeans and settled in Haran. From 

there, after his father died, God had him move to this country in which you are now 

living. But He gave him no inheritance in it, not even a foot of ground, and yet, even 

when he had no child, He promised that HE WOULD GIVE IT TO HIM AS A POSSESSION, 

AND TO HIS DESCENDANTS AFTER HIM. But God spoke to this effect, that 

his DESCENDANTS WOULD BE ALIENS IN A FOREIGN LAND, AND THAT THEY WOULD BE 

ENSLAVED AND MISTREATED FOR FOUR HUNDRED YEARS. ‘AND WHATEVER NATION TO 

WHICH THEY WILL BE IN BONDAGE I MYSELF WILL JUDGE,’ said God, ‘AND AFTER THAT 

THEY WILL COME OUT AND SERVE ME IN THIS PLACE.’ And He gave him the covenant 

of circumcision; and so Abraham became the father of Isaac, and circumcised him 

on the eighth day; and Isaac became the father of Jacob, and Jacob of the 

twelve patriarchs.” (Vs. 2-8)                       

 

So, Steven’s sermon is going to be a rehearsal of the history of the Hebrew people, starting with 

Abraham. Abraham was an idolatrous pagan, living in Ur of the Chaldees, when God called him 

to leave Ur and to go to a land that he would tell him. In that time, Ur would have been a very 

modern city for the day. So, imagine the conversation Abraham has with his wife, “Honey, we're 

going to leave, and we're going to go somewhere else.” “Well, where are we going?” “I don't really 

know. God just said, ‘Leave,’ and He'll show us.” So, with remarkable faith and obedience, 

Abraham chooses to obey and to leave. God promises to make him into a great nation, promises 

that through a seed of Abraham, all of the world will be blessed. But Stephen reminds us that, 

never in Abraham's lifetime, did he ever actually possess the land—not one square foot. But he 

believed the promise when God said, “Someday your descendants will possess the land,” and 

Abraham believed that. There is a little problem though. Abraham had no descendants. He and 
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Sarah were long past childbearing years and had no children. It wouldn't be until Abraham was 

100 years old, and Sarah was 90 years old, that God would finally fulfill His promise and give 

Abraham and Sarah a child. If that isn't enough, God says, “Oh, by the way, one more thing. Before 

your descendants inherit the land, they're going to end up in a foreign land, and will be there 400 

years. Oh, and they will be slaves there. But I promise, I'll eventually get them out, get them to the 

land, and they'll possess the land.” Again, with remarkable faith and courage, Abraham believed.  

 

The covenant was sealed with the sign of the covenant, which was circumcision. The basic idea 

was: Abraham, there's no way you can pull this off, so this is something God will have to do. So, 

the removal of the flesh was a way of saying, “We can't accomplish this. Only God can do this.” 

And Abraham said, “I believe,” and that's why he circumcised Isaac, and Jacob—and then Jacob 

has 12 sons. Verse 9: 

 

“The patriarchs became jealous of Joseph and sold him into Egypt. Yet God was 

with him, and rescued him from all his afflictions, and granted him favor and 

wisdom in the sight of Pharaoh, king of Egypt, and he made him governor over 

Egypt and all his household. (Vs. 9-10) 

 

So, Jacob has 12 sons. This is now the growing family of Abraham. But one of those sons, Joseph, 

was sold by his brothers into slavery. He was hauled away into Egypt; he ends up in prison, falsely 

accused in Egypt, and it appears the story is over. But through an amazing series of events, Joseph 

goes from prison to becoming the number two most powerful person in Egypt. How is that 

possible? Well, the text tells us: God was with him. God is always up to something, but in the 

most unpredictable, unconventional ways. Verse 11:  

 

“Now a famine came over all Egypt and Canaan, and great affliction with it, and our 

fathers could find no food. But when Jacob heard that there was grain in Egypt, he 

sent our fathers there the first time. On the second visit Joseph made himself known 

to his brothers, and Joseph’s family was disclosed to Pharaoh. Then Joseph 

sent word and invited Jacob his father and all his relatives to come to him, seventy-

five persons in all. And Jacob went down to Egypt and there he and our fathers 

died. From there they were removed to Shechem and laid in the tomb which 

Abraham had purchased for a sum of money from the sons of Hamor in Shechem. 

 

So, there's a famine in the land. Jacob and his family are about to starve to death when they hear 

there's grain in Egypt. They have no idea that God is three steps ahead, as Joseph is there, ready to 

save the day. The sons go, but they don't know they've encountered their brother Joseph. They go 

back home; they go a second time. Many scholars see that as a picture of when Jesus came the first 

time, you didn't recognize Him. He will come a second time; you won't miss Him the second time! 

And that may or may not be the intention here, but it's an interesting consideration. So, Joseph 

reveals himself to them, has plenty of food, invites Jacob and the whole family to come to Egypt, 

in order to be their deliverer, in order to save them. But ultimately Joseph dies in Egypt; Jacob dies 

in Egypt, but they aren't buried there. Their bones are taken back up into the land of promise and 

buried in a cave that Abraham purchased when Sarah died. Because Abraham did not possess a 

foot of ground, he had to buy a cave to bury Sarah, in the land that he believed God would one day 

give them. Verse 17: 
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 “But as the time of the promise was approaching which God had assured to 

Abraham, the people increased and multiplied in Egypt, until THERE AROSE 

ANOTHER KING OVER EGYPT WHO KNEW NOTHING ABOUT JOSEPH. It was he who 

took shrewd advantage of our race and mistreated our fathers so that they 

would expose their infants and they would not survive. It was at this time that Moses 

was born; and he was lovely in the sight of God, and he was nurtured three months 

in his father’s home. And after he had been set outside, Pharaoh’s daughter took 

him away and nurtured him as her own son. Moses was educated in all the learning 

of the Egyptians, and he was a man of power in words and deeds. But when he was 

approaching the age of forty, it entered his mind to visit his brethren, the sons of 

Israel. And when he saw one of them being treated unjustly, he defended him and 

took vengeance for the oppressed by striking down the Egyptian. And he supposed 

that his brethren understood that God was granting them deliverance through him, 

but they did not understand. On the following day he appeared to them as they were 

fighting together, and he tried to reconcile them in peace, saying, ‘Men, you are 

brethren, why do you injure one another?’ But the one who was injuring his 

neighbor pushed him away, saying, ‘WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND JUDGE OVER 

US? YOU DO NOT MEAN TO KILL ME AS YOU KILLED THE EGYPTIAN YESTERDAY, DO 

YOU?’ At this remark, MOSES FLED AND BECAME AN ALIEN IN THE LAND OF MIDIAN, 

where he became the father of two sons.” (Vs. 17-29) 

So, the Hebrew people are blessed by God to become larger and larger, more and more powerful. 

The Pharaoh becomes concerned that they're going to become too powerful, so he starts killing 

Hebrew babies. In the midst of that, Moses is born. Moses is raised three months by his mother, 

then placed in the reeds and, of all things, it would be Pharaoh's daughter who would find him, 

and she would keep him. Israel's deliverer would be raised under Pharaoh's nose in his household. 

It's interesting, the text tells us he was educated in the finest schools in Egypt. We think we're 

seeing where this is going. He's raised in the family of Pharaoh. He's going to be powerful. He has 

all this education. He's going to rise up, and he's going to deliver his people. At the age of 40 he 

goes out to visit his people. He sees one of the Hebrews being abused by an Egyptian, and he kills 

the Egyptian, thinking that the people will see that he has come to be their deliverer and set them 

free. So, he goes out the next day, and he see two Hebrews fighting, and he tries to break them up. 

He asked them why they're doing that, and the Hebrews say, “Listen, fella, who made you the boss; 

who said you were in charge?” And then they go a step farther. “Are you going to kill us like you 

killed that Egyptian yesterday?” At that moment, Moses knew he was busted, and had to get out 

of town. We thought we knew where this story was going—Moses would be the great deliverer—

but instead he ends up fleeing into the wilderness of Midian. Verse 30:  

 

“After forty years had passed, AN ANGEL APPEARED TO HIM IN THE WILDERNESS OF 

MOUNT Sinai, IN THE FLAME OF A BURNING THORN BUSH. When Moses saw it, he 

marveled at the sight; and as he approached to look more closely, there came the 

voice of the Lord: ‘I AM THE GOD OF YOUR FATHERS, THE GOD OF ABRAHAM AND 

ISAAC AND JACOB.’ Moses shook with fear and would not venture to look. BUT THE 

LORD SAID TO HIM, ‘TAKE OFF THE SANDALS FROM YOUR FEET, FOR THE PLACE ON 

WHICH YOU ARE STANDING IS HOLY GROUND. I HAVE CERTAINLY SEEN THE OPPRESSION 

OF MY PEOPLE IN EGYPT AND HAVE HEARD THEIR GROANS, AND I HAVE COME DOWN TO 
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RESCUE THEM; COME NOW, AND I WILL SEND YOU TO EGYPT.’” (Vs. 30-34) 

 

This is now 40 years later. Moses would spend 40 years in the wilderness school of leadership 

before he is ready to lead the people out of Egypt. Of all things, God shows up in a burning bush 

and talks to Moses and tells Moses that He is raising him up to deliver His people.  

 

The Jewish Council, the Jewish religious people, thought that God was with them, because they 

possessed the land, the law, and the temple. Part of what Steven is going to tell them is, “You don't 

understand any of that. These great moments happened outside of the land.” It was about obedience 

and trusting God to be faithful. So here's Moses standing on holy ground, not because it was the 

promised land, but because God was there, calling him to deliver the people. Verse 35:  

 

“This Moses whom they disowned, saying, ‘WHO MADE YOU A RULER AND A JUDGE?’ 

is the one whom God sent to be both a ruler and a deliverer with the help of the angel 

who appeared to him in the thorn bush. This man led them out, performing wonders 

and signs in the land of Egypt and in the Red Sea and in the wilderness for forty 

years. This is the Moses who said to the sons of Israel, ‘GOD WILL RAISE UP FOR YOU 

A PROPHET LIKE ME FROM YOUR BRETHREN.’ This is the one who was 

in the congregation in the wilderness together with the angel who was speaking to 

him on Mount Sinai, and who was with our fathers; and he received living oracles to 

pass on to you. Our fathers were unwilling to be obedient to him, but repudiated 

him and in their hearts turned back to Egypt, SAYING TO AARON, ‘MAKE FOR US GODS 

WHO WILL GO BEFORE US; FOR THIS MOSES WHO LED US OUT OF THE LAND OF EGYPT—

WE DO NOT KNOW WHAT HAPPENED TO HIM.’ At that time they made a calf and 

brought a sacrifice to the idol, and were rejoicing in the works of their hands. But 

God turned away and delivered them up to serve the host of heaven; as it is written 

in the book of the prophets, ‘IT WAS NOT TO ME THAT YOU OFFERED VICTIMS AND 

SACRIFICES FORTY YEARS IN THE WILDERNESS, WAS IT, O HOUSE OF ISRAEL? YOU 

ALSO TOOK ALONG THE TABERNACLE OF MOLOCH AND THE STAR OF THE GOD ROMPHA, 

THE IMAGES WHICH YOU MADE TO WORSHIP. I ALSO WILL REMOVE YOU BEYOND 

BABYLON.’”  (Vs. 35-43) 

 

So, notice the emphasis. “This Moses, whom you rejected, is the same Moses God sent back to 

deliver you.” So, again, you have first visit rejected; second visit, it will be different. The argument 

of the Jewish Council is that they revere Moses, and they revere the Law. What Stephen is saying 

is that's never been the case. “You rejected Moses; our forefathers rejected him. They rejected the 

Law. They rejected what he brought from Mount Sinai.” It was Moses that prophesied that there 

would be a prophet like him who would come.  Of course that's a reference to Jesus, whom you 

have rejected. He went to Mount Sinai in order to receive the Law, but our forefathers didn't want 

the Law. They wanted to go back to Egypt. So, they got Aaron to build a golden calf. They 

worshiped the gods of Egypt. The history of the Hebrew people has not been a history of revering 

Moses and the Law, just the opposite. It's been a history of rebellion and idolatry. Verse 44:  

“Our fathers had the tabernacle of testimony in the wilderness, just as He who spoke 

to Moses directed him to make it according to the pattern which he had seen. And 

having received it in their turn, our fathers brought it in with Joshua upon 

dispossessing the nations whom God drove out before our fathers, until the time of 
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David. David found favor in God’s sight, and asked that he might find a dwelling 

place for the God of Jacob. But it was Solomon who built a house for 

Him. However, the Most High does not dwell in houses made by human hands; as 

the prophet says: 

‘HEAVEN IS MY THRONE, 

AND EARTH IS THE FOOTSTOOL OF MY FEET; 

WHAT KIND OF HOUSE WILL YOU BUILD FOR ME?’ says the Lord, 

‘OR WHAT PLACE IS THERE FOR MY REPOSE? 

‘WAS IT NOT MY HAND WHICH MADE ALL THESE THINGS?’” (Vs. 44-50) 

 

So now there's the reminder that the first temple, so to speak, was actually a tent version of the 

temple called the tabernacle, and it didn't appear in the land of promise. It appeared outside the 

land of promise in the wilderness. Again, it's arguing about this idea that, “We're the people of God 

because we have the land with the Law, and we have the temple.” But Stephen is making the 

argument, “You don't understand any of these things. These great moments happened outside the 

land. You didn't revere Moses or the Law, and you don't even understand the temple. So, it started 

as the tabernacle, and it wasn't until David conquered the land, brought peace to the land, took 

Jerusalem, that his son, Solomon, built the temple. It hasn't actually been in the land that long. But 

then, again, you can't house God. You can't box God in a little building made with human hands. 

This idea that we're the special people of God because we own a piece of ground, because we have 

the Law, and because we have the temple. What's about to happen is God is going to explode the 

church around the world, and the argument is: you can't box God in a little building, sitting there 

in Jerusalem. The entire universe is His temple!” Stephen gets right to it. Verse 51:  

 

“You men who are stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears are always 

resisting the Holy Spirit; you are doing just as your fathers did. Which one of the 

prophets did your fathers not persecute? They killed those who had previously 

announced the coming of the Righteous One, whose betrayers and murderers you 

have now become; you who received the law as ordained by angels, and yet did not 

keep it.”  (Vs. 51-53) 

 

The religious leaders would have immediately understood the language stiff-necked, because it's 

a language that the prophets used of the people of Israel. They were constantly rebelling. They 

were unwilling to listen, and the prophets called them stiff-necked, stubborn, bullheaded. What 

he's saying is that you're just like them. This has been the history of the nation of Israel. Probably 

the worst insult he could give them is to call them uncircumcised. They're thinking that they are 

right with God because they've removed a little piece of flesh. But what Stephen is saying is, “But 

your hearts aren't circumcised. Your hearts are rebellious and hard and disobedient. You do not 

have ears to listen. Peter has tried to tell you; I'm trying to tell you. You don't really understand the 

land. You don't really understand the Law. You don't really understand Moses; you don't really 

understand the temple. You don't really get any of this.” Verse 54: 

 

(Now when they heard this, they repented and said, “What must we do to be saved?” Oh, wait a 

minute. That's not what it says.) (laughter) 
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Now when they heard this, they were cut to the quick, and they began gnashing their 

teeth at him. But being full of the Holy Spirit, he gazed intently into heaven and saw 

the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God; and he said, “Behold, 

I see the heavens opened up and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of 

God.” But they cried out with a loud voice, and covered their ears and rushed at him 

with one impulse. When they had driven him out of the city, they began stoning him; 

and the witnesses laid aside their robes at the feet of a young man named Saul. They 

went on stoning Stephen as he called on the Lord and said, “Lord Jesus, receive my 

spirit!” Then falling on his knees, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold 

this sin against them!” Having said this, he fell asleep. (Vs. 54-60) 

 

So, they can't take it anymore. They're gnashing their teeth. But in this remarkable moment, 

Stephen somehow sees into the heavens.  

 

Now, as a side note, I think this again gives some credibility to the idea that heaven isn't out there 

somewhere. It's more like a different dimension, a different frequency. You couldn't see a billion 

miles out. But the heavens opened up, and he was actually able to see the resurrected Christ at the 

right hand of the Father. It is very unusual to find Jesus standing at the right hand of God. He's 

typically seated. In a Hebrew courtroom, to be a witness, you had to stand. The implication is 

probably that while the Jerusalem Council is about to condemn him, Jesus is standing as a witness 

for Stephen, ready to welcome him home. Stephen actually tells them that he can see the Son of 

Man standing in the heavens. That's all they can take. They cover their ears; they rush him; they 

grab him; they haul him out of the city. 

  

One of the details worth noting is this probably isn't just an angry mob. According to the law, if 

someone was to be stoned, officially, it began with the witnesses, and the witnesses would throw 

the first stones, and then everyone else would join in. The idea that the witnesses left their robes 

at the feet of Saul is probably saying that's the procedure. They threw the first stones. Everyone 

joins in. Stephen sounds much like Jesus, commending his spirit to God, asking for the forgiveness 

of his persecutors, and with that he dies.  

 

It is interesting to note this introduction to a young man, by the name of Saul. Chapter eight, verse 

one, will begin:  Saul was in hearty agreement with the murder of Stephen. This is the 

beginning of the great persecution of the church, that will drive the church out of Jerusalem, and 

around the world. We'll talk more about that next week. 

  

Just a couple of things to wrap this up this morning. Stephen’s history of the nation of Israel is 

really the story of humanity. You have God acting in unpredictable, unconventional ways. You 

have a remnant of people who are willing to listen and to believe and to obey. And then you have 

the majority of people who are determined not to listen, not to obey, and to rebel. Jesus said it 

Himself, “There are two paths. Narrow is the path that leads to life, and few will be those who find 

it. Broad is the path that leads to destruction, and many will be those who find it.”  

 

When we think about being the church out there, it's helpful to understand this. You can have the 

best presentation of the gospel of anyone in the room. You can have all your apologetic arguments 

in place; you can be the best example of a Christian out there. But most people don't want it. 
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They're not interested; they don't want to hear it. And oftentimes it's the most religious people that 

are most difficult to reach. “I've got my religion. I've got my belief; don't talk to me. I don't care 

what you say, I don't care what the Bible has to say.” They become stubborn and stiff-necked, 

“Don't talk to me about it.” Realistically, that's what we're going to encounter. We shouldn't be 

surprised by that.  

 

But in this story, we're reminded of a young man by the name of Saul. Who could have imagined, 

in this moment in the story, that that young man by the name of Saul—who is in hearty agreement 

with the murder of Stephen—would soon encounter the resurrected Christ, and would become the 

most effective missionary church planter in the history of the church? You never know what God 

is up to. So, we keep faithfully doing our part—and the rest is up to God.   

 

When we think of the expectations in here, it's helpful to remember as you go through this story, 

just how mysterious, how unconventional, how unpredictable God is, and how incredibly 

confusing that must have been for these great heroes of the faith. In the moment, so much of this 

could not have made any sense. Why would God do it this way? God is mysterious; He’s 

unpredictable. It's hard to figure out what exactly God is up to. One of the great dangers for those 

of us that have been Christians a long time—we would never say this—but we start to think we 

have God figured out. “This is the way it works. This is the way God does it. This is the way it's 

supposed to be.” And if we aren't careful, it's just possible…just suggesting…it's possible…we 

could get a little stubborn…a little bullheaded…a little stiff-necked. When that happens, we're 

going to miss the mysterious, unconventional, unpredictable things that God is doing. We need to 

have soft, obedient hearts that are open to what God may call us to do, that may not be exactly 

what we were expecting. We need to have ears to hear, so we're sensitive to what God may be 

doing around us in moments like this. If we're going to dare to be the church, it will require soft, 

obedient hearts, and ears to hear, because I'm pretty sure—whatever is next—is probably not what 

we think it's going to be, and we'll need to Dare to Be the Church.  

 

 

Our Father, we're thankful this morning that You are always faithful. But You also are 

unpredictable; You're mysterious. Who could have imagined how that story would unfold 

from Abraham to Jesus? Lord, may we be counted among the remnant who choose to 

believe, and that we trust You with soft hearts and ears to hear. May we be the church in 

a dark and needy world. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516 (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2021 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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SPRING 2021 // WEEK 2 
Life Group Questions 

Acts: Daring To Be The Church // April 17-18, 2021 

Stiff-necked People // Acts 6:8 – 7:60 

 

Introduction 

Welcome back to our Spring Session of Life Groups! Our passage this week recounts the work of God 
among His people and focuses our attention on the living, active work of the Church. A choice is clearly 
given to each of us—will we learn and grow in faith or become rigid and unteachable?  
 
One practical way we grow is by serving others. This week the sign-up for Serve Day on May 8th is live on 
the website. Your group will register together during your group time at 
https://www.lincolnberean.org/serveday/. 
 
To get the most out of your group time, we invite you to look over the questions below and write your 
thoughts down before you meet with your group.  
 
 

Warm Up (Suggested time: 30 min) 

Here are some suggestions to get your conversation started: 

1. When was the last time you learned something for the first time? Share your experience. (Bonus 

points for sharing an epic fail!) 

 

 

2. Someone said, “Blessed are the flexible, for they shall not be bent out of shape.” How well does 

that describe your approach to life, especially in dealing with changes over the past year? 

 

Getting Started 

Transition into group discussion.  

1) Open group discussion with prayer. Here are a few potential prayer items: 

a. For the Spirit of God to lead you in truth 

b. For the fruit of the Spirit to be cultivated in your lives 

c. For grace to hear and apply what the Spirit says to you  

2) Invite someone to read the passage in the group.

https://www.lincolnberean.org/serveday/
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Study Questions (Suggested time: 40 min) 

1) What aspect of the sermon this week stirred a response in you?  

 

 

2) Look over Acts 6:1-15. What do you learn about Stephen’s character and how he lived out his faith? 

 

 

 

Now read over Acts 7:51-60 and compare the actions of the religious leaders. What might account 

for Stephen responding so radically different from them? 

 

 

 

What practices can you pursue to become teachable and grow like Stephen, rather than become 

rigid (stiff-necked) like the religious leaders? 

 

 

 

3) Stephen’s message in chapter 7 recounts God doing unimaginable things through unconventional 

means using unlikely people who are willing to trust Him.  

On a scale of 1 – 10 (1 = “no mystery for me” and 10 = “bring on the mystery!”), how comfortable 

are you with the unpredictable, mysterious nature of God? Please explain your answer. 

 

 

 

Why was it important for Stephen to highlight stories of God’s miraculous works among His people?  

 

 

 

Can you recall any stories of unexplainable works of God in your own life (or those close to you)? 

How have those impacted your faith?  

  

 

4) Our hope is that Life Groups can be a safe place to lovingly point out areas where we are too rigid 

and “stiff-necked”, resisting the Holy Spirit. What would it look like for you to develop that kind of 

trust in your group? Discuss ways you can open up to crucial conversations to help each other grow. 
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Make sure you take time as a group to sign-up for the May 8th Serve Day here: 
https://www.lincolnberean.org/serveday/ 

 

 

  

Prayer (Suggested time: 20 min) 

A significant part of “coming together” is being open and honest with our lives. Sitting in a group of people 
for prayer may be new or it may be familiar to you. If you would rather not pray aloud when it is your turn, 
feel free to pray silently and then say “Amen” aloud signaling the next person in the group to pray. Whether 
or not you choose to verbalize your prayer, everyone is a participant in sharing this time before God together. 

 

Take a few moments to prepare a prayer request. What did the message, working through the above 
questions or the discussion cause you to notice about your own relationship with Jesus?  Would you be 
willing to share your prayer request with the group? 

  

Keeping the above instructions in mind (as necessary for your group), as you move around the circle, 
encourage each person to start their prayer with gratitude by expressing what they are thankful for. Then 
each person can pray for the person on their right. 

 

 

Personal Spiritual Exercises 

Each week we’re suggesting a couple of spiritual exercises. These are not required, but they may help us to 
actually live our faith and grow as followers of Jesus. Feel free to practice one or both of them. If a certain 
exercise is very helpful for you, maybe you can figure out a way to incorporate it into your daily life. 

 

(Secret Service) This week do five things that will lift someone else’s burden. Any act of service that lightens 
someone’s load will do, but you must strive to do them in secret!  We like to have our good deeds noticed. 
This can ruin our acts of kindness and generosity because our motive may be to be rewarded or noticed for 
what we have done. It may be impossible to hide it and if asked about it, don’t lie. Just try not to draw 
attention to what you have done.  

 

(Praise) Jesus told the disciples to address God as their Father. Make a list of all the ways God has been a 
good Father in your life. Include good material blessings as well as ways you have seen God leading and 
guiding you in your life. 

 

 

https://www.lincolnberean.org/serveday/

