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What Must We Do? 

Daring to Be the Church Series 
Acts 2:14-41 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

 

 Okay, so you think you've blown it. You struggle to believe God could ever want you back or 

ever use you again. Well, just try to imagine this. Imagine being a first century Jew, knowing that 

for hundreds and hundreds of years, the Jewish people have waited for the promised Messiah. And 

in a moment of time, you come to the realization that the Messiah has come in your lifetime, and 

you not only rejected Him, you had Him tortured, and you had Him executed! In that moment, the 

cry, “Now what?” The answer Peter gives brings hope to every person in the room.  

If you have your Bible, turn with us this morning to the book of Acts, chapter 2, as we continue 

our study through the book of Acts. Last week Ryan talked to us about this amazing moment in 

history where the Spirit of God was poured out on one hundred twenty disciples of Jesus in the 

Upper Room. It resulted in miraculous speech that spilled out into the streets and up into the temple 

courtyard. What the people witnessed—and it would have been thousands and thousands of people 

because it was Pentecost—caused them to respond, according to the text, in amazement! They 

were perplexed, and some of the mockers thought, “These people are drunk!” That gets us to Verse 

14: 

But Peter, taking his stand with the eleven, raised his voice and declared to them: 

“Men of Judea and all you who live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you and give 

heed to my words. For these men are not drunk, as you suppose, for it is only the 

third hour of the day; but this is what was spoken of through the prophet, Joel”:  

                                                                                                                                                     (*NASB, Act 2:14-16) 

  

So, just a couple of things real quick. One is, this is a consistent pattern we'll see over and over 

again in the book of Acts. There is some sort of an event, and then there is a sermon—a speech 

that explains what just happened in the event. About one third of the book of Acts are sermons 

explaining what just took place. Second of all, we have to appreciate how incredibly dangerous 

this was. It's less than two months since they saw their leader arrested, tortured, and executed 

before them. They had every reason to believe the same would happen to them. This took 

extraordinary courage to stand up and do this before this crowd. Third, it's important to remember 

that we're told in the Gospels that, after Jesus rose from the dead, He spent forty days in and out 

with these disciples, explaining to them from the Law, the Prophets, and the Psalms, of how those 

Old Testament Scriptures were actually talking about Him. So it's likely, when Peter shares this, 

he is sharing with the crowd what Jesus had recently shared with him. He identifies, “These people 

aren't drunk. It's only nine o'clock in the morning. But rather, this is the fulfillment of what was 

prophesied by Joel, some five hundred plus years before:  

 

‘AND IT SHALL BE IN THE LAST DAYS,’ God says, 

‘THAT I WILL POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT ON ALL MANKIND; 
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AND YOUR SONS AND YOUR DAUGHTERS SHALL PROPHESY, 

AND YOUR YOUNG MEN SHALL SEE VISIONS, 

AND YOUR OLD MEN SHALL DREAM DREAMS; 

EVEN ON MY BONDSLAVES, BOTH MEN AND WOMEN, 

I WILL IN THOSE DAYS POUR FORTH OF MY SPIRIT 

And they shall prophesy. 

‘AND I WILL GRANT WONDERS IN THE SKY ABOVE 

AND SIGNS ON THE EARTH BELOW, 

BLOOD, AND FIRE, AND VAPOR OF SMOKE. 

‘THE SUN WILL BE TURNED INTO DARKNESS 

AND THE MOON INTO BLOOD, 

BEFORE THE GREAT AND GLORIOUS DAY OF THE LORD SHALL COME. 

‘AND IT SHALL BE THAT EVERYONE WHO CALLS ON THE NAME OF THE LORD WILL BE 

SAVED.’   (Vs. 17-21) 

This is Joel's prophecy, that one day the Spirit of God would be poured out on His people in an 

unusual way, and it would be evident through signs and miracles and wonders. And Peter is 

identifying, “That’s what you're witnessing.” We don't have time to go through all the details of 

what Joel says, nor is that necessary, but to understand what Peter is saying is, “This is the 

fulfillment of what Joel prophesied.” It goes down to verse 20, until the great day of the Lord, 

referring to the return of Christ—the final celebration for believers, the final judgment for those 

who have rejected Jesus!  

So we've talked about this. These are the bookends of the period of time in which we live, that is 

this incredibly unique and remarkable period of time. No other generations have lived in a time 

like this, other than those from the first coming of Jesus, to the second coming of Jesus, what is 

referred to in the New Testament as the last days. Basically, it's the idea that the world has waited 

for thousands of years for God to fulfill His promise to send a Savior. But in the first coming of 

Jesus, God fulfilled that promise. And having fulfilled that promise, He has returned to the right 

hand of the Father. He is pouring out His Spirit, to empower His believers with His final task of 

telling the world, “Whosoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” So that is our 

mission; that is our assignment, to tell the world that message. So, as long as any of us know one 

single person that doesn't yet know this, we have a job to do. That’s what Peter says. Verse 22: 

“Men of Israel, listen to these words: Jesus the Nazarene, a Man attested to you by 

God with miracles and wonders and signs which God performed through Him in your 

midst, just as you yourselves know— this Man, delivered over by the predetermined 

plan and foreknowledge of God, you nailed to a cross by the hands of godless men and 

put Him to death. But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, 

since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.” (Vs. 22-24) 

Jesus the Nazarene was a term that the Jews used of Jesus that was meant to be derogatory. These 

Jerusalem Jews looked down on the Galileans, so this is a term they used. It's also the term that 

Pilate put on the placard on Jesus' cross: Jesus, the Nazarene. But he's reminding them that God 

actually revealed, attested, that this is God in the flesh through signs and miracles, and wonders. 
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 I love the wording of this, when he says, God performed through Him in your midst, just as 

you yourselves know. That's emphatic in the Greek language. In other words, what Peter is saying 

is, “You know, this is true! Jesus didn't do miracles somewhere on a mountaintop or in a cave, and 

we're just telling you that. He did them publicly, in your midst! You saw them; you know this is 

true!” That's what he just said.  

Verse 23 is the reminder that Jesus going to the cross was not a plan gone badly. It was the plan! 

According to the predetermined plan of God, the foreknowledge of God, God sent His Son to 

be the Savior of the world. But that doesn't remove human responsibility. He goes on to say, “But 

you turned your Messiah over to the Roman pagans to be tortured and crucified.” There is this 

tension throughout Scripture between the sovereignty of God and human responsibility. Somehow, 

some way, mysteriously, they're both true. Verse 24: but God raised Him from the dead…since 

it was impossible for the grave to hold Him. 

 Jesus didn't just come alive. Jesus is life! It was simply not possible for the grave to hold Him. 

Jesus didn't just rise from the dead; He conquered death once and for all! That word agony is a 

Greek word that means literally, birth pangs. Basically, the imagery is you can no more keep Jesus 

in the grave, than you can stop a woman in labor from delivering the child. It is time for new birth. 

Verse 25, (he quotes then from Psalm 16): 

“For David says of Him, 

‘I SAW THE LORD ALWAYS IN MY PRESENCE; 

FOR HE IS AT MY RIGHT HAND, SO THAT I WILL NOT BE SHAKEN. 

‘THEREFORE MY HEART WAS GLAD AND MY TONGUE EXULTED; 

MOREOVER MY FLESH ALSO WILL LIVE IN HOPE; 

BECAUSE YOU WILL NOT ABANDON MY SOUL TO HADES, 

NOR ALLOW YOUR HOLY ONE TO UNDERGO DECAY. 

‘YOU HAVE MADE KNOWN TO ME THE WAYS OF LIFE; 

YOU WILL MAKE ME FULL OF GLADNESS WITH YOUR PRESENCE.’ 

“Brethren, I may confidently say to you regarding the patriarch David that he 

both died and was buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. And so, because he 

was a prophet and knew that GOD HAD SWORN TO HIM WITH AN OATH TO 

SEAT one OF HIS DESCENDANTS ON HIS THRONE, he looked ahead and spoke of the 

resurrection of the Christ, that HE WAS NEITHER ABANDONED TO HADES, NOR 

DID His flesh SUFFER DECAY.” (Vs. 25-31) 

So the background for Psalm 16—both the rabbis and the religious teachers struggled to come up 

with some explanation for the meaning of Psalm 16—because David is talking about not remaining 

in the grave, not undergoing decay. But the problem is, David did stay in the grave; he did undergo 

decay. Peter goes so far as to say, “We know that's true. His tomb is right down the road here; you 

can go visit it, if you want.” So what he's explaining is: David was actually speaking prophetically, 

knowing that one of his descendants—the Messiah—would ultimately be the one who would die, 

be buried, but would rise from the dead and conquer death once and for all!  
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Can you imagine being a Jew in that moment? All your life hearing the confusion, trying to make 

sense of this psalm, and suddenly there's a light bulb moment, an “Aha” moment: “So that's what 

that meant!” And they have witnessed the fulfillment before their very eyes! Verse 32:     

This Jesus God raised up again, to which we are all witnesses. Therefore having 

been exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the Father the 

promise of the Holy Spirit, He has poured forth this which you both see and 

hear. For it was not David who ascended into heaven, but he himself (meaning 

David) says: 

‘THE LORD SAID TO MY LORD, 

“SIT AT MY RIGHT HAND, 

UNTIL I MAKE YOUR ENEMIES A FOOTSTOOL FOR YOUR FEET.”’ (Vs. 32-35) 

So verse 32: This Jesus God raised from the dead, to which you are witnesses. Again, this is 

in Jerusalem. It's in the place where Jesus was crucified. It's in the place where Jesus rose from the 

dead. This is less than two months later. It's about a ten-minute walk to the tomb. Peter is saying, 

“You absolutely know this is true. He was crucified; He was buried, and you know He rose from 

the dead. He is now ascended to the Father, seated at the right hand of the Father and, as promised, 

has sent His Spirit upon those who believe, which is what you're now witnessing, what you see 

and hear.” He quotes then from Psalm 110, identifying this couldn't be about David. The literal 

Hebrew in that psalm is “Yahweh said to Adonai, (God said to God) You sit here at My right hand. 

We’ll send Your spirit until it's time for You to return for ultimate victory.” Therefore, in light of 

all of this that Peter has shared with them, Verse 36: 

“Therefore, let all the house of Israel know for certain that God has made Him (God 

has presented Him) both Lord (meaning deity) and Christ—” (He has revealed He was 

God in the flesh, and the long-awaited Messiah. And then he adds), “…this Jesus whom 

you crucified.” 

Can you imagine that moment of coming to the realization that this was the long-awaited Messiah? 

“This was God in the flesh. We not only rejected Him. We tortured Him, and we executed Him!” 

Verse 37: 

Now when they heard this, they were pierced (we would say stabbed) in the heart, 

and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”  

I don't know what they were expecting. You would think in that moment, “All hope is lost,” but 

what they heard, would have to be considered—the best news ever! 

Peter said to them, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ 

for the forgiveness of your sins; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For 

the promise is for you and your children and for all who are far off, as many as the 

Lord our God will call to Himself.” (Vs. 38-39) 

Peter’s answer, “Repent!” The word repent is an important word in the book of Acts. It's a very 

strong word; it literally means a change of heart, or a change of mind. It carries with it this idea 
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of, like a U turn, of going a different direction. It's very different from, for example, the term sorry. 

Sorry is kind of an emotional response, “I'm sorry.” Often what happens is: I say, “I'm sorry,” but 

over time, I do it again. “I'm sorry;” over time, I do it again. It creates what I refer to as the sin-

sorry, sin-sorry, sin-sorry cycle. Repentance is not like that. Repentance is a stake in the ground. 

It is a complete change of heart and mind. “I've changed my mind; I will not continue down that 

path!” For these people, they had denied and rejected that this was their Messiah, that Jesus had 

died on the cross for their sins. Repentance was to change their mind, and to believe that Jesus was 

the long-awaited Savior for the forgiveness of sins. “All you have to do is change your mind. All 

you have to do is believe, and God will forgive your sin and pour out His Spirit on you.” 

Peter is inviting them to be part of this new community of faith, to change the world for the very 

people who rejected, tortured, and crucified the Savior. He goes on to say, "This isn't just for you, 

or for your children, or for your children's children. It's for anyone who believes.” “Whosoever 

calls upon the name of the Lord will be saved.” It's a message filled with hope for anyone!  

The text can be confusing when it says, “Repent, and each of you be baptized in the name of 

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sin.” Does that mean that the means of forgiveness is baptism? 

It does kind of sound like that. This is a good reminder why we don't just pull verses out of context 

and make them say whatever we want them to say. You can literally make the Bible say anything, 

if you choose to do it that way. So, first of all, we understand that would be contrary to everything 

we're taught in the New Testament. We just concluded a study of the Gospel of John. What was 

the message there? These things are written that you may (what?) believe!  In Acts, “What must I 

do to be saved?” “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou wilt be saved.” Throughout the book 

of Acts, there is a consistent message of repentance, faith, and belief that does not include baptism. 

So what is he saying here?  

First of all, understand, baptism was not a new concept to the Jews. In the old covenant, there were 

a lot of water rituals that had to do with ceremonial cleansing. They clearly understood it was a 

ceremonial, symbolic cleansing. During the first century, what these Jews would have understood 

was primarily, baptism—which was a form of identification—was for Gentiles, when they were 

converting to Judaism. It carried with it the idea that they were symbolically cleansed from their 

defilements as Gentiles, in order to convert to Judaism. There isn't one of these Jews that would 

have understood that to be anything other than symbolic or ceremonial. So, what's unique now, in 

this moment, is Peter is calling on these Jews to be baptized, specifically in the name of Jesus 

Christ—in other words, to be identified with Jesus Christ as their Savior, for the forgiveness of 

sins. That, then, would be publicly demonstrated through baptism.  

That little word for, the Greek preposition there, can also be translated and often is because of. 

A.T. Robertson, the great Greek scholar, interpreted this “because of the forgiveness of your sins.” 

You have to understand that in this culture, deciding to follow Jesus was not a secret. It isn't 

something that you just secretly did and didn't tell anybody. You were choosing to come out of a 

community of rejection of the Messiah, in order to identify yourself as a believer—as a believer in 

the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus—which is what water baptism symbolizes. These 

people, at great personal risk, soon enough, would be persecuted for their faith, would take a stand 

and say, “I choose to follow Jesus!” So, what the text is saying is, “Repent, change your mind. 

Choose to be identified with the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus for the forgiveness of your 
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sins, publicly symbolized by your baptism, and receive the Holy Spirit to empower you,” to tell 

the world, “Whosoever calls on the name of Jesus will be saved.” Verse 40: 

And with many other words he solemnly testified and kept on exhorting them, (that 

means pleading with them) saying, “Be saved from this perverse generation!” 

“Be saved…be rescued!” The ultimate story is not a group of individuals possessing a ticket to 

heaven and waiting it out. It is the story of a group of people, called out from among the world, to 

be invited into a new community of faith, of people who believe that Jesus is the Savior of the 

world, whose assignment is to tell the world, “God kept His promise. This is what He's done!” 

That called out community of faith is what we call The Church. Verse 41:  

So then, those who had received his word were baptized; and that day there were 

added about three thousand souls. 

Imagine that! In one day, this fledgling group of 120 followers of Jesus became 3120 followers of 

Jesus, because what Peter said was so obviously true! And, at great personal risk, 3000 people in 

one day said, “I choose to follow Jesus!” Virtually overnight, an amazing, called-out community 

of faith. What does that community look like? We’ll talk more about that next week. This morning, 

we have the wonderful privilege of celebrating together eight people who have placed their trust 

in Jesus as Savior, and publicly declare that today, in baptism!  
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WINTER 2021 // WEEK 5 
Life Group Questions 
Acts: Daring To Be The Church // February 13/14, 2021 
What Must We Do? // Acts 2:14-41 

 

Introduction 

Welcome to Week 5 in our study of Acts! As we heard last week, the Spirit of God infused a frightened 
group of followers in a miraculous way. Though the onlookers were puzzled, our passage this week offers 
further proof of the life-changing work of the Spirit in Peter’s daring message of faith.  
 

We hope this time of connecting in a Life Group and discussing scripture helps you come to know Jesus 
more deeply and inspire each other to reach out in love to the people around you. We suggest you work 
through these questions on your own before meeting with your group.   
 
  

Warm Up (Suggested time: 30 min) 

Here are some suggestions to get your conversation started: 

1. We’ve endured some cold and snowy weather lately. Share a coping strategy or life hack you use 
during Nebraska winters like these. 
 

2. When was the last time you built a snowman or carved out a snow angel?  
 

3. If you’ve shared prayer requests in your group, take a few minutes to catch everyone up on any 
answers to prayer. 

 
 

Getting Started 

Transition into group discussion.  

1) Open group discussion with prayer. Here are a few potential prayer items: 

a. For the Spirit of God to lead you in truth 

b. For openness to what you're learning together 

c. For friendships to deepen and grow 

2) Invite someone to read Acts 2:14-41 to the group.
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Study Questions (Suggested time: 40 min) 

Please complete these questions before your group meets.  

 

1) What goes through your mind or stirs your heart when you watch others being baptized?  

 

2) In Acts 2:17-21, Peters quotes a passage in Joel to describe the “last days”. How would you 
describe the “last days” in your own words? 
 

 
 
Read 1 Peter 1:20 and Hebrews 1:2 and notice what word defines the “last days”. How does 
reading that we are in the last days now affect the urgency of your role as a witness of Jesus?  
 
 

3) The Church is empowered by God and assigned to change the world by proclaiming the gospel of 
Jesus. And the Church cannot function unless the followers of Jesus reflect the power and 
presence of God individually. Can you name some people in your life that model lives controlled 
by the power and presence of God? What qualities of Jesus do they model? 
 
 
What can you learn from them? 
 
 
What would it take for you to experience and live out of the power and presence of Jesus this 
week? 
 
  
 

4) In verse 38, Peter says the first step in proclaiming Jesus is true repentance—not just being sorry, 
but actually having a change of mind and heart. It’s a personal change of mind to recognize you 
are a sinner in need of a Savior and a change of heart to accept Jesus as the only one who meets 
that need. Have you taken that step of true repentance? Share your story with the group. 

 

 

 

  Peter continues to explain that baptism is an outward expression of true repentance and the gift 
of the Holy Spirit. Have you taken the step of baptism to declare your faith in Jesus? If so, share 
your experience with the group.  
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If not, consider what’s holding you back—pray and ask Jesus to reveal His desire for you to 
express your faith in that way.  

 

 

If you would like to learn more about opportunities to witness or participate in God’s kingdom in Lincoln 
and around the world, contact outreach@lincolnberean.org or checkout this Facebook Group: 
www.facebook.com/groups/lincolnbereanlocal 

  

 

Prayer (Suggested time: 20 min) 

A significant part of “coming together” is being open and honest with our lives. Sitting in a group of 
people for prayer may be new, or it may be familiar to you. If you would rather not pray aloud when it is 
your turn, feel free to pray silently and then say “Amen” aloud, signaling the next person in the group to 
pray. Whether or not you choose to verbalize your prayer, everyone is a participant in sharing this time 
before God together.  

Spend a few moments as a group praising God for the power and presence of God in each other's lives 
that may have been shared. 

Take time to pray for each other to have the opportunity this week for the following two things: (you may 
want to break into pairs for this time) 

 

1. Pray that you would be more aware of the presence of the Spirit as you go about your days. 
2. Pray for opportunities to declare the mighty deeds of God in your life. 
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