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(Life Story Video) 

Pam:  What do you want me to do? 

Julie:   Right up here, honey. 

Cameraman:  Hi, Pam. 

Pam:  Hi. 

Cameraman:  Right, that's perfect. 

Julie:  Is that good? 

Cameraman:  You ready for your big debut? 

Pam:  Yeah...yes. 

Cameraman:  As a movie actress? 

Pam:  Yes!  Yes! 

Julie:  What can I tell you about Pam?  She is sweet and spicy and challenging and she loves the 

Lord.  Pam was in her thirties when she had an accident in Texas and fell into a deep cement ditch.  

She didn't break any bones in her body but she injured her head and ended up with a traumatic 

brain injury.  She was in the coma for, I think, a couple of months.  And that's when she has 

memories of God talking to her...sometimes she says Jesus talking to her. 

Pam:  God did.  He came up behind and He just looked at me and said, “Oh, you can make this.  

Don't be so difficult.”  They had to operate on me, on my head, and so it took me a while to come 

back.  So, it's really a difficult thing to go through.  So, when I met Julie, Julie kind of helped me 

through some of this hard stuff. 

Julie:  Pam's parents were looking for someone to move into their home and live with their daughter 

so that Pam didn't have to move.  She is just such a sweetheart and loves the Lord and loves people 

and loves to be loved by people.  And I certainly didn't know that about her when I took this job six-

and-a-half years ago. 

Pam:  Julie gives me that big boost I need, and then when... 

Julie:  When? 

Pam:  Help me out here. 

Julie:  When what? 

Pam:  When...when... 

Julie:  When Bryan Clark or what? 

Pam:  Yeah.  Bryan Clark helps us to know the Bible. (clapping) 

Julie:  When Bryan came back from heart surgery, we were in the second service on Sunday 

morning, and there was a standing ovation and clapping when Bryan came back on stage.  And then 

in a moment of quiet, Pam shouted out as loud as she could: 

Pam:  “Love you, Bryan.” 

Bryan:  “I love to too, Pam.”(laughter) 

Julie:  And it was just such a special moment!  Pam and I love to talk about heaven.  I like to tell 

her how much better things will be.  And I said, “Yeah, Pam, someday we'll see each other in 
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heaven, and we'll run to each other.”  And she said, “Julie, I can't run,” and I said, “But in heaven 

you will run. We will run to each other and we'll see each other and we'll be there together.” 

Pam:  When we get up to heaven, I'm going to get out of the wheelchair and walk.  That is what it's 

all about.  Jesus is always there for you.  You've gotta count on that.  You can't just say they're not 

there, because they are.  That's the truth of it.  I know that.  I've learned a lot about it.  It isn't 

complicated.  It's not. 

Julie:  Pam has reminded me again and again to persevere and to have hope.  I'm convinced that 

God has Pam here for a reason. She's going to love somebody; she's going to touch somebody's 

heart; her story's going to make a difference in somebody's life. 

Pam:  I love Julie.  I love Julie because she's here with me.  That'll never change.  Never, ever.  

Julie, I love you a lot! There ain't no lies there. 

Julie:  I know that. 

Pam:  Yeah.  Yeah. 

Cameraman:  Thanks. 

Julie:  I think they got it all, Pam. 

Pam:  Yep.Yeah...Yeah. 

Cameraman:  It's awesome.  It's an encouragement to my heart to hear you talk.  You know?  I'm 

really glad that I got to meet you.  (Applause) 

 

(Bryan) 

So, if your desire is to be selfish, self-absorbed, the desire of your heart is to use and abuse people, 

what Proverbs would call “the wicked,” I doubt anything I have to say this morning would be of 

interest to you.  But I'm kind of guessing if that was your heart, you probably wouldn't be here.  So 

we're just going to assume everybody in the room really, sincerely, wants to be counted among the 

righteous—really do want to create pockets of flourishing in those environments where God has 

given us influence.  So we wrestle with the question:  How exactly do we do that?  Well, Proverbs 

25 has a lot of very simple, practical advice to consider.  That's what we want to talk about today. 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to Proverbs, Chapter 25.  Like most of these proverbs, it's just all 

but impossible to organize the material in the chapter.  It's just not written that way.  And so I'm 

going to pick, again, a metaphor, an imagery in verses 4 and 5 to kind of frame the discussion, and 

then it's just kind of a buffet of proverbs.  What I would say is these proverbs, they're not 

complicated; they're actually very simple.  Some of the images are a little bit confusing.  I'll help 

you with the images.  What I would suggest is that you think about what one or two or three of these 

do you most need to work on?  Maybe when you get home this afternoon, read back through them 

and just identify, “I think there are a couple of these where I need to do better,” and that kind of 

helps sort out the long list of proverbs. So, the imagery is in verses 4 and 5. 

 

Take away the dross from the silver,  

And there comes out a vessel for the smith; (*NASB, Proverbs 25:4) 

 

This is a very commonly used imagery in the Scriptures, the idea of gold or silver into the fire; the 

impurities come to the surface; they are removed—it's called dross—and what you're left with is the 

pure silver or gold.  Most of the time it's in a context of heat, which represents kind of either 

judgment or just suffering...struggles...trials.  But in the heat, basically the wicked and the righteous 

are separated.  That's kind of the idea.  And then the smith gets this pure silver and makes something 

beautiful out of it.  There are several of the proverbs in chapter 25 that use the imagery of art or 

something beautiful, and somebody who lives skillfully is like a beautiful piece of art.  So, that 

captures verse 4.  Then verse 5.  What is that like?  
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Take away the wicked (that's the dross) before the king, 

And his throne will be established in righteousness. 

 

So, the first several proverbs deal with the king, but like we did in our Samuel study, it has to do 

with leaders, which we said has to do with anyone that influences someone else.  So, in a sense, the 

mission is to try to remove the wicked in order for the righteous to prevail, to create a context where 

people can flourish.  As we talked about last week, we don't want to destroy the wicked; we want 

the wicked persuaded to change paths and experience the life of Christ.  But that's the idea.  We're 

going into these environments.  Who is my neighbor?  Well, it's anyone in any environment I'm in.  

At school, at work, at home, in the neighborhood, wherever God has me, I want to be an influence 

for righteousness in order that the righteous might prevail over the wicked. Verses 6 and 7: 

 

Do not claim honor in the presence of the king, 

And do not stand in the place of great men; 

For it is better that it be said to you, “Come up here,” 

Than for you to be placed lower in the presence of the prince, 

Whom your eyes have seen. 

 

Basically, those two verses are saying, “Don't exalt yourself.  Humble yourself and let the king, in 

his time, call you up.”  Peter says it, “Humble yourself under the mighty hand of God, that He may 

exalt you at the proper time.”  This is at the core of this discussion; it's at the core of the discussion 

all through the Book of Proverbs.  You have a choice to make.  If your mission in life is to glorify 

yourself, if you're desperately searching for significance, if you're trying to find value, if you need 

people to notice you and praise you, you are going to be selfish and self-absorbed, and you're never 

really going to enter into the life of the righteousness, as it's described in Proverbs.  But, rather, if 

you choose to find your significance and value in relationship with God, then you humble yourself 

under the mighty hand of God and you trust Him that He will exalt you at the proper time.  So that's 

kind of the great divide all the way through this discussion.  Are you going to do it yourself or are 

you going to trust God?  Are you going to be selfish and self-absorbed or can you, rather, trust God 

and serve others?  Starting in verse 8, there’s just kind of a grocery list of proverbs: 

 

Do not go out hastily to argue your case; 

Otherwise, what will you do in the end, 

When your neighbor humiliates you? 

 

So verse 8 is talking about someone who jumps to a conclusion and it turns out that person did not 

have all of the information, and now that person is embarrassed or humiliated or shamed because 

they reacted and it turned out they didn't have all the facts.  This is actually a very simple one, but 

it's one to think about.  Whether you're a parent—for parents, one of the things I tell parents of 

teenagers is always ask at least ten questions before you give your child a lecture.  Chances are you 

don't really understand it, and before you launch into a big lecture, maybe figure out if you've got 

the facts straight.  But whether you're talking about at work, as a pastor, as an employer, as an 

employee, as a family member, at school as a teacher, as a counselor, you always have to be 

wrestling with the fact, with the reality, “Maybe I don't have all the facts.  Maybe I don't really 

know the truth.  Maybe I've only heard one-half of the story, and  before I react and launch into 

some big opinion, maybe I should make sure I have all the facts so I have an informed opinion.” 

That's kind of the idea.  Don't react until you make sure you have all the information and you can 

respond accordingly.  Verses 9 and 10: 
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Argue your case with your neighbor, 

And do not reveal the secret of another, 

Or he who hears it will reproach you, 

And the evil report about you will not pass away. 

 

This one carries the idea that, when you go into any environment and you present yourself as 

someone who can be trusted, someone who genuinely loves and cares, it is likely that someone will 

share with you something that's very personal, that needs to remain confidential.  You need to 

understand that as this sacred trust.  You're presenting yourself as someone who can be trusted.  So, 

when they share something with you, don't pass it along.  It comes in two forms.  One would just 

simply be a gossip.  You know, “I have a juicy piece of information,” and you disrespect that person 

by passing along something that you should have kept confidential.  The other, which reflects more 

the proverb, is somehow you're engaged in some sort of an argument or a discussion and you end up 

saying something that you never should have said about someone else, something that should have 

remained private or confidential.  So the idea is, if we're going to be serious about going out in these 

environments and presenting ourselves as someone who cares, someone you can trust, then you 

have this sacred trust when you get information to keep it private...keep it confidential!  Otherwise 

it's going to come out that you can't be trusted and you will lose your integrity. Verse 11: 

 

Like apples of gold in settings of silver 

Nobody knows quite what that's referring to, but everybody agrees it's a piece of artwork.  

It's either a piece of jewelry or some sort of a carving or a sculpture.  But what it is, is a 

piece of artwork.  What is like that? 

Is a word spoken in right circumstances. 

 

The Hebrew there isn't just saying a nice word.  It's actually carrying the idea of a word spoken in 

the right circumstances is something that is resolved, something that is settled, something that is 

worked through.  That is kind of the heartbeat of the language there.  So what the text is saying is, 

“It's a beautiful thing, like a beautiful piece of artwork, to watch someone who has the skills to work 

through a discussion and actually resolve something.”  Now there's a huge difference between a 

conversation that ends and a conversation where something is resolved.  Think about it between a 

husband and wife.  You may have a conversation; it may turn into something heated; somebody gets 

mad and walks off; somebody just stops talking.  Sometimes people say, “We'll just agree to 

disagree.”  But part of what you have to wrestle with is, “Wait a minute, we didn't resolve anything.  

We just stopped talking.”  Real skill, which is what the proverb is talking about, is the ability to 

work that conversation through to resolution, to some sort of a settlement, to something where both 

people walk away satisfied that, “Yeah, we're good,” and we move on.  That's like a beautiful piece 

of artwork. Verse 12 is very similar: 

 

Like an earring of gold (which, by the way is masculine; yes, men wore earrings in that day.) 

and an ornament of fine gold (which is a woman's necklace. Is what?) 

Is a wise reprover to a listening ear. 

 

The word reprover is an arbiter.  So, again, it carries the idea of someone that can go into a conflict 

and, rather than making it worse, has the skills to work through it to bring some sort of resolution.  

The text says it's like a beautiful piece of jewelry to watch someone that has the life skills to do that.  

Now I think we all know people that, any time they enter an environment, there's something in our 

gut, like a knot in our gut that tells us the likelihood that this is going to end in conflict is really 

high.  And then there are other people, whenever they walk into a room, there's something deep 
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within us where you have this sense that I'm pretty sure, no matter what happens, this person has the 

life skills to work it through and bring about peace.  And what the proverb is saying is, “That's like a 

beautiful piece of jewelry, when people have the ability to go into an environment and make that 

happen.” 

 

The idea of a listening ear carries the idea that the people involved actually want resolution.  

Proverbs has a lot to say about people that don't want to listen, people that are determined to create 

conflict.  Proverbs consistently refers to them as fools.  There's a reality that the fool's not going to 

listen.  But this is talking about someone with a listening ear.  Most people don't want to live in 

conflict.  Most people don't enjoy that, and if there's somebody skillful that can work their way 

through it, it's a beautiful thing to bring resolution and restore peace.  Verse 14: 

 

Like clouds and wind without rain 

Is a man who boasts of his gifts falsely. 

 

We would refer to this person as merely a big talker.  Peter and Jude both refer to them in the New 

Testament as clouds without rain.  It's the same imagery here.  There are clouds, there's thunder, 

there's lightning, but there's no rain.  Imagine being in a drought: the storm forms, clouds, thunder, 

lightning, it blows through—nothing!  That's a big talker.  That's someone who makes promises that 

aren't kept.  That's someone that has a lot to say but never really follows through. 

 

So there are a couple parts to that.  One is: I think we all understand we live in a culture where 

there's a lot of conflict and complaining.  I've said this before:  “If you're not willing to roll up your 

sleeves, get in the mess, and be part of the solution, stop complaining about it.”  It must not bother 

you that much if it doesn't motivate you to be part of the solution.  People are good at talking and 

complaining but they're not so good at doing.  But the other part of this carries the idea of: be very 

careful that you aren't making empty promises to people that you're not willing to follow through 

on.  To say things like, “I'll always be there for you.”  Whatever it is that you promise, if you're not 

really willing to follow through, don't say it.   

 

One of the things this stirs up in me goes all the way back to my childhood.  Because of my dad's 

illness—he was confined to a bed—we had a lot of people in our home, a lot of people that would 

visit my parents.  These were very sincere, well-intended people, I have no doubt.  But so many of 

them would say to my brother and me, “You know, we're going to take you boys fishing.”  “We're 

going to take you boys camping.”  “We're going to take you boys to the ballgame,” all the things 

that a father normally would do that my father couldn't do.  And as kids, that gets you all excited. 

“When are they going to call?”  “When are they going to come?”  “When are they going to take us 

fishing?”  “When are they going to take us camping?”  But nobody ever came...nobody ever came.  

I can't tell you how many times I heard that.  But after a while, as a child, you just get cynical.  You 

start to realize nobody's coming...nobody's coming.  We need to really think through, whoever you 

are and whatever your context is, whatever your environment is, don't promise things if you don't 

fully intend to follow through.  You just start to lose credibility, and you can wound people deeply. 

Verse 15: 

 

By forbearance (which means patience) a ruler (literally a prince) may be persuaded, 

And a soft tongue breaks the bone. 

 

The bone was the idea of the hardest thing in the human body, but a soft word could break it.  It's a 

pretty powerful metaphor!  It's the idea, if you're going to persuade someone, if you're going to 
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change their mind, change their heart, how do you do that?  We, as a culture, we don't like verse 15.  

We don't agree with verse 15.  In our culture, it is might makes right.  It is power; it is manipulation.  

It's you overpower the other side by any means necessary in order to win.  That's basically how the 

game is played.  And so we power up.  We use whatever means is necessary.  One side desires to 

crush the other side.  It's really different than what the proverb is saying. 

 

Back in my days growing up in the fundamentalist movement, one of the things that was very 

common—those of you who grew up in it will recognize this—we called it the walk-out.  There 

were people that would attend services and meetings for the express purpose of walking out.  They 

would put themselves in a strategic position.  They didn't like the music; they didn't like the 

message; they didn't like something; they would stand up; they would walk out.  It was a very 

public protest!  And basically the idea was: I'm on this side and everybody divides into their sides.  

“Are you going to go with this person?”  “You’re going to go with that person?”  And everyone 

divides.  I probably couldn't count the number of churches that have been split through the walk-

out.  We do something very similar in our culture.  We power up.  We do marches and protests.  

Now, if you feel like that's the right thing to do, that's up to you.  I'm just inviting you to think this 

though.  When you do that, isn't it true that the people that are already convinced will applaud you?  

The people that aren't convinced, you just make them madder.  Does that really change something? 

Does that really resolve something?  Then you take that tension that's been increased into the 

marketplace, into the school, into the neighborhood, and people are just angrier, but nothing really 

changes.  Again, if you feel like that's what you need to do, that's up to you.  I'm just saying the 

proverb says that the way you persuade and change the mind of a ruler is through patience and soft 

words.  It's a very different approach. 

 

I saw this demonstrated for me beautifully years ago.  Several of us were at a city council meeting.  

We were trying to get annexed into the city in order to get on city sewer.  Basically, at that time, we 

were still on a lagoon and the lagoon was getting big enough to water ski on and we were asking, 

“Can we get onto city sewer?”  So we had about an hour to wait until it was our turn.  There was a 

homeowner's association, and I don't know what the issue was, but these people were ticked.  They 

were mad!  And one after another got their say and they were letting the city council have it.  And I 

sat and I watched the city council—and they completely disconnected; they completely disengaged.  

They were reading papers; they were making notes; they just weren't listening.  Now these people 

may have gone home and felt like they really did something.  All they really did was vent!  I'll tell 

you, “Nobody listened.”  A little bit of time passed and a very skilled, very smart, very soft-spoken 

attorney stepped up, and he was representing some sort of a development.  He made his presentation 

and, immediately, several on the city council said, “No.”  Very respectfully, very softly he entered 

into questions, finding out their concerns, “What can we do to adjust this?”  And in ten minutes they 

had a very productive conversation and it was a unanimous vote, “Yes!”  And I remember just 

sitting there thinking, “That was masterful!” What a classic example of how not to change anything, 

and how to very skillfully work through and bring some resolution to the situation.  It was a 

beautiful thing!  Verse 16: 

 

Have you found honey?  Eat only what you need, 

That you not have it in excess and vomit it. 

 

So, again, honey in the ancient world was a good thing.  Too much was a bad thing.  It would make 

people sick; they would vomit it up.  It's the whole idea of moderation.  Now moderation is just a 

good principle in most things.  It isn't unusual that people get kind of fired up about food or diet or 

exercise or this or that and run to extremes.  It's also relatively common that people get kind of 
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militant about their view and have certain views for people that don't see it their way.  Those of us 

that are older, we see these are just trends. They come and they go. It's the latest, greatest thing— 

comes and goes, comes and goes; you just kind of want them to take a deep breath and find some 

moderation. In most things it’s very helpful in life. But verse 16 is actually setting up verse 17: 

 

Let your foot rarely be in your neighbor's house, 

Or he will become weary of you and hate you. 

 

We would say, “You know, you've worn out your welcome.”  Your neighbor had you over for 

dinner; now he can't get rid of you.  The basic idea—again this idea of moderation—is, as a general 

rule in life, be a giver not a taker...be a giver not a taker!  Now think about how this applies in any 

environment you're in.  If you're an employee and your employer is very gracious and generous to 

you, don't take advantage of that employer.  Be a giver not a taker.  Be gracious in return.  If you're 

an employer and your employee works extra hard for you, don't take advantage of him.  Be 

gracious.  Be a giver not a taker.  Whatever environment you're in, as a general rule, I want to be 

more of a giver than a taker.  And if people are gracious to me, I want to be more gracious in return.  

That's kind of the idea of the proverb. Verse 18: 

 

Like a club and a sword and a sharp arrow 

Is a man who bears false witness against his neighbor. 

 

Again, neighbor is anybody with whom we have influence.  There's nothing more destructive to 

shalom, more destructive to flourishing than deceit, than lies.  It just corrupts and breaks down 

everything.  The idea of the proverb is an armor bearer in the ancient world basically carried 

multiple weapons—kind of like a caddy for someone that golfs—and the soldier would determine 

which weapon do I need?  So, for long range the bow and arrow, for mid-range the sword, for 

close range the club.  The idea of the metaphor is use the club, use the sword, use the arrow, but you 

might as well use those and destroy the relationship, because that's what you're doing by lying and 

deceiving.  It's destructive in whatever environments it's in.  Verse 19, very similar: 

 

Like a bad tooth (which means a tooth that is falling apart; it’s decaying and crumbling,) and 

an unsteady foot (We'd say a sprained ankle.) 

       Is confidence in a faithless man in time of trouble. 

 

If there's someone in your hour of need that can't be trusted, that is irresponsible, that doesn't come 

through, they’re about as useful to you as a tooth that's fallen apart or a sprained ankle.  Again, the 

idea is for us to be the kind of person someone can count on.  I want to be someone that's there for 

someone in their hour of need, when the fire is hot, when the struggle is on.  I want them to be able 

to count on me.  I don't want to be a faithless friend in a time of trouble. Verse 20: 

 

Like one who takes off a garment on a cold day, or like vinegar on soda, 

            (It could be translated “on a wound,” which I think is a better translation.) 

Is he who sings songs to a troubled heart. 

 

The idea of sings songs, the Hebrew word means a joyful song, to someone that's in pain.  The 

whole idea is someone that's completely insensitive to somebody else's pain.  “Hey, I know you're 

hurting and in pain; let's sing a happy song.”  It's that kind of a deal.  It's like salt in the wound.  It's 

like removing a coat from someone in the winter.  It's not helpful at all.  Now I would be the first 

one to tell you, trying to figure out how to respond to people when they're in deep pain, it's very 
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complicated.  I've been helping people in deep pain for over thirty years.  It's still complicated to 

me, because people are complicated.  And there's not just one formula.  It's hard to figure out 

sometimes, “What do you need most from me right now,” because everybody's so different.  But 

there's a difference between being sensitive to that and just figuring out what's the best way to 

respond versus being just insensitive to it.  There are kind of a couple of different angles.   

 

One would be the person that just is unable to cope with the fact that people are in pain, so they're 

just desperate to fix it.  Oftentimes in our culture it shows up as people who just slap verses on it.  

You're in deep pain and they're just giving you a verse like that's supposed to make it all great.  “All 

things work together for good for those who are called,” and it's like that's supposed to somehow 

make it all okay.  Or like a bumper sticker—you just slap a bumper sticker on them and it's 

supposed to make the pain go away.  Typically that's from people that just don't know what to do 

with pain and they're incredibly insensitive.  And when you're on the receiving end of that, it's very, 

very hurtful.  My experience over the years has been those people like that are the same people that 

crumble when they endure pain.  They just don't know how to process it.   

 

But the second thing to think about is: sometimes, because of the kind of self-absorption of our 

culture, when people are in pain and they share that, it becomes a launching pad for us to share our 

own pain.  It's almost like, “You think you've got problems,” and off you go.  I'll give you a personal 

illustration of that.  Several years ago, my mom was dying.  We took her home.  She died in our 

home.  Things were pretty intense.  It was on the weekend and I was preaching that weekend.  It 

was so close that actually, just a couple hours after I got home on Sunday, she passed.  So, it was 

pretty intense at that moment.  I hadn't slept for days, and when I walked through the doors, my tank 

was pretty empty and I was thinking, “You know, nobody knows that.”  So it was, “Hey, how's it 

going?”  And I thought, you know, I'm going to be authentic today.  So instead of saying, “Hey, fine.  

Everything's fine,” I said, “You know, it's really hard right now; my mom's about to die of cancer.”  

“Oh, I know someone that went through the same thing,” and off they go.  And it's ten minutes of 

them talking about their problems.  I had that happen several times in a row.  And I remember 

thinking, “All right, I'm done with authenticity.” (laughter.) 

 

You know, most of us have been there. Your tank is empty; you're really hurting. You share a little 

of that, and it becomes a launching pad for somebody else to tell you all their problems.  And in that 

moment you just don't have the resources to deal with everybody else's problem. When I went home 

that afternoon, what I found myself thinking is, “I'll bet I do the exact same thing.” You hear it and 

it becomes a launching pad to go into your own stuff so I found myself thinking, “I don't want to do 

the same thing.”  So we need to discipline ourselves in those moments, to not launch into our own 

stuff, but to listen and to hear and to be sensitive and to care for people that are sharing something 

with you in their hour of need.  Verse 21 and 22: 

 

If your enemy is hungry, give him food to eat; 

And if he is thirsty, give him water to drink; 

For you will heap burning coals on his head, 

And the LORD will reward you. 

 

This is familiar language.  Jesus talks about it in the Sermon on the Mount.  You know, “Love your 

enemy; do good to those who persecute you.”  “If somebody makes you carry their backpack a mile, 

then you carry it two miles.”  Very consistent language but it's not really how we function as a 

culture.  This whole idea of responding with kindness and grace and compassion to those who aren't 

so kind to us is not how we think as a culture.  And actually, this starts very young in life.  So you 
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go into a room and your kids are fighting.  What's the first question you ask?  “Who started this?”  

In other words, everybody else is off the hook.  Think about kids on the playground engaged in a 

fight.  It gets broken up, and what's the question?  “Who started this?”  I remember when I was in 

high school, the whole issue was, “Who threw the first punch?”  As long as you didn't throw the 

first punch, then everybody else was free to throw their punches.  It was almost like a game to bait 

someone into throwing the first punch.  Think about it; that is how we function as a culture.  You 

hear people say it all the time, “I didn't start it.”  So there's a conflict at home, in the workplace, 

with a neighbor, what do we say?  “I didn't start it.”  We don't realize, “Wait a minute, the biblical 

value is really different than that.”  In God's eyes, it's irrelevant who started it.  We're to respond 

with love and compassion and kindness, whether we started it or not.  We accomplish nothing when 

we respond back in kind.  We're just adding to the problem. 

 

This whole idea of heaping burning coals is disputed around two basic ideas.  One is: in the 

ancient world, when somebody repented, they often put ashes on their head, so kind of an imagery 

of someone who, because of loving-kindness, has repented.  That may or may not be the case.  The 

other imagery that I think is interesting to think about is that in the ancient world, one of the things 

that was really necessary on a day-to-day basis was a fire.  When you got a fire going, you worked 

really hard to make sure the coals didn't go out.  It's really hard to start a fire.  And so, if your coals 

went out, you would often go to a neighbor and borrow some of their coals.  It was put on a metal 

tray and actually carried on the head back to your own home to get your own fire started.  A lot of 

scholars think the imagery is that this is someone that has been unkind, that has been your enemy, 

that's been mean to you, but this is at the most practical level when their fire goes out, to respond by 

giving them some of your coals so that they can start their fire.  And when you help people in their 

hour of need in the most practical ways, it starts to change the relationship.  Notice the text does not 

say your neighbor will reward you.  I may love my neighbor, and my neighbor may be mean to me 

until they die, but the Lord rewards me.  The Lord sees it, and you have to trust Him with that.  

Verse 24: 

 

It is better to live in a corner of the roof 

Than in a house shared with a contentious woman. 

 

All right, so I've had my say on that one (laughter) and I'm not going down that path again.  But the 

point would be this:  contentious man...woman...employee...employer...teenager...neighbor.  It 

really doesn't matter who it is, does it?  It's just a miserable way to live.  Some of you in this room 

live with it every day.  Maybe it's your employer, maybe it's your spouse, maybe it's your teenager, I 

don't know.  I just would say, “I'm sorry. It's a miserable way to live with someone who's angry and 

contentious every day.  I'm sorry.”  All we can do is evaluate and make sure it's not me.  I don't want 

to be that person.  I don't want to be that person in my marriage. I don't want to be that person at 

work.  I don't want to be that person in my neighborhood.  I need to make sure it's not me.  That's 

kind of the point of that proverb.  Verse 25: 

 

Like cold water to a weary soul, 

So is good news from a distant land. 

 

Good news in the ancient world, where getting news was difficult, was the idea that, “You know, 

we won the war,” or, “Your son is coming home,” or whatever the good news was.  The idea is: it 

breathes life into the soul.  We live in a culture of bad news.  We have networks that bring us bad 

news 24/7.  Some people feed all day long on Fox News or CNN.  I can't even imagine what that 

must do to your soul.  Life is so precious and it's so short, why would you make yourself miserable 
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all day, every day?  It does not put you in the right frame of mind to love your neighbor who 

disagrees with you and your politics.  I don't want to be full of bad news.  I want to be the voice of 

good news.  It's wise to be very selective where I get my news and, by and large, in every 

environment I'm in, I want to be the voice of good news.  We have the best news of all.  We have the 

news that's filled with hope.  What does good news do?  It refreshes the soul.  It gives life to the 

soul.  In this culture, I think you have to work really hard, day in and day out, to be the voice of 

good news. Last one, verse 26: 

 

Like a trampled spring and a polluted well 

Is a righteous man who gives way before the wicked. 

 

This is just the idea of the righteous caving and giving in to the wicked, and whatever chance of 

flourishing there was in that environment, it is now gone.  A polluted well, a trampled spring—

pond is how I'm going to say it because back when we lived in the Sand Hills, I had a number of 

farm ponds where we used to love to go and fish.  But a lot of these had cattle in the fields—and 

this happened multiple times.  The water's clear, the fishing's good, and the cattle come to drink.  

They go into the pond and they stir up the mud, and you just watch this mud cloud go from one end 

of the pond to the other until, suddenly it looks like chocolate milk.  Game over!  You might as well 

go home, because the fishing is over.  I had that happen to me dozens of times.  It's the illustration 

that's being offered here that, when the righteous cave and they become like the wicked, it's like that 

mud getting stirred up and any chance of flourishing is now slowly going away and there's virtually 

no chance for flourishing in that environment anymore. 

 

So, again, go through the list.  Think about what are maybe the one or two areas where you find 

yourself thinking, “I think that's an area where I can do better.”  It's a bit overwhelming to think 

about changing the world.  Are we in this room going to change the world?  Probably not!  What 

about changing the country?  Probably not!  But is it possible that the people that walk through 

these doors this weekend, if they took Proverbs 25 seriously, could change this community for 

good?  The answer would be absolutely, “Yes!”  We penetrate into every neighborhood, into every 

business, into every sector of this city.  Is it possible we could turn this community upside-down for 

good if we would seriously choose to live like the righteous?  The answer is absolutely, “Yes!”  

which then creates platforms from which we share the Good News of Jesus.  It is a strategic part of 

our strategy in seeking to present every person complete in Christ! 

 

Our Father, we're thankful that You have called us to be counted among the righteous that 

bring flourishing into these environments that are so often filled with hopelessness and 

despair.  God, may be we faithful to our calling.  May You use us to change this community 

for good.  In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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