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Good morning. My name is Andy MacFarlane. I was on staff here from 2002 to2005 and then part 
of a team that was launched by Lincoln Berean to start a church plant on the north side which is 
now North Point Community Church. It is always fun to come back, for a lot of reasons, but one is 
to express gratitude. Many of you prayed and gave before I or a lot of us came on the scene and so 
thank you; thank you for doing that and allowing us the chance to be there on the north side. Shortly 
before we launched that a friend of mine said, “Andy, you know if your church were to cease to 
exist,” and you guys could think about this question too, “would anybody care? Would anybody 
know?" Now certainly we're talking about the people coming to be ministered to on Sunday but the 
people out there—people who don't think like you, who don't believe like you do—would they be 
glad that North Point or Lincoln Berean was there? So we've really tried to live by that and maybe 
you know we have a partnership with North Star High School, where we help with their CLC— 
Community Learning Center. That really tries to capture the kids that are on the margin, bring them 
into clubs, make friends, so they'll go to class and graduate. 
  
Our most recent initiative, started this fall, was to reach out to the Yazidis. There's about three 
thousand in our community. They are Kurds but they're not Muslims, and as a result they are a 
target a lot of times of a genocide, most specifically of ISIS. August of 2014, they were caught in 
Mount Sinjar over northwest Iraq and the U.S. had to get involved, bombing, airlifting, and so 
anyway there are three thousand in Lincoln and this fall we started an outreach, just trying to teach 
these people about our culture and our language and kind of getting them up to speed. Monday 
nights are a lot of fun. There are fifty or sixty of them who come. My wife and I happened to be 
over in the building maybe about three weeks ago. She's an ELL teacher—English Language 
Learner—at both Hartley and Riley she splits her time and she said, “Andy, I’m going to get to 
know some of them,” and sure enough she did. Some of those first graders and kindergarteners 
would come up to her say, “Mrs. Mac, will you come play with us?”  It’s kind of just a fun thing to 
be involved in. So, again, just trying to be living out Christ’s love in our community so that even 
those who don't think like us and believe like us would say, “Man, I'm glad you guys are here! 
You’re a part of our community.”  
 
The movie Cast Away tells the story of a Fed Ex employee who survives a plane crash. This person 
is played by Tom Hanks and Tom Hanks gets to this deserted island and gets a few packages. He’s 
over there for over four years, and one of those packages is a volleyball and it's a Wilson brand. So 
he names the volleyball Wilson, puts a face on it, gets these fibers and puts some hair on it, and this 
is his friend and the one with whom he has conversation. In this particular scene Tom Hanks is 
talking about how he plans to leave the island and this conversation is going on in his head. Wilson 
isn't responding but somehow Wilson does something or says something that makes Tom Hanks 
mad so he kicks him—kicks him out of the cave and down this thing into the water. All of a sudden 
Tom Hanks is aghast because Wilson is his only friend and he runs down and he's crying. He’s 
calling, “Wilson...Wilson...and finally the volleyball pops up and he runs into the water and rescues 
him and he's crying, “Wilson, I'm so sorry.” Why? It’s a volleyball but it's his one relationship, and 
for him to lose that, he loses everything. That reminds us: Relationships matter! Why? Why do they 
matter so much? I want us to think about that this morning. 



2 
 

 If you have a Bible, open it to Ecclesiastics, Chapter 4. We’re going to start in verse 4 and go all 
the way through verse 16, and wrestle with this question, “Why do relationships matter?” As you're 
turning there, there’s a short answer why they matter: Our Creator is a relational God. He has been 
together—Father, Son and Spirit—from eternity past, in relationship, perfectly content. But a world 
was created and you and I were created to be in relationship with Him and we pushed back and 
that's why Jesus came. He died and He rose again, according to the plan of God, so that we might be 
invited back into that relationship. At the end of what we know as the high priestly prayer in John 
17:25-26, Jesus prays this: 
 

 “O righteous Father, although the world has not known You, yet I have known You; 
and these have known that You sent Me; and I have made Your name known to 
them, and will make it known, (now this is where I want to get...for this reason) so 
that the love with which You loved Me (the love we share, we’ve shared from eternity 
past) may be in them, and I in them.”(*NASB) 

 
Christianity is an invitation to relationship. First and foremost Father, Son, Spirit and relationship 
from eternity past want to invite us into it, and Jesus hopes that the love—that for which the Father's 
love for Him—might be in us. We want to show that love for Him and others so it should be no 
surprise to us that the Spirit of God moves Solomon hundreds of years before Jesus came, to write 
about relationship. Now in the book of Ecclesiastes, Solomon exposes the folly of trying to find 
meaning and purpose in life apart from God. He says, “Vanity is foolishness. It’s empty.” But he 
comes back to say this, “God has given us some things to enjoy and one of those is relationship.”  
So he writes about that in verse 4: 
 

I have seen that every labor and every skill which is done is the result of rivalry 
between a man and his neighbor. (So we work to get stuff to impress our neighbor and 
here’s what Solomon says about that.)  This too is vanity and striving after wind. 
                        (*NASB, Ecclesiastes 4:4) 
 

We work to get stuff that we might impress. “Look at the clothes I'm wearing;” “Did you just see 
the car I drove?”  “Did I tell you about my vacation; did you see my vacation pictures on 
Facebook?” “Do you know what zip code I'm living in?”  Solomon says, “It's vanity. That’s 
foolishness!”  Men, I read a while back that when we meet each other—man to man—do you know 
what our first impression of you is?  Do you know what the first thing I look at you and I decide 
whether you're worth getting to know or not is? Right here—what kind of phone do you have? Isn’t 
that sad! Not, “What is your character? Are you kind? Are you a man of integrity?” NO...no...no, 
“What kind of phone do you have?” No wonder Solomon says, “Vanity, foolishness, Bali, empty.”  
Now we can push back against that and overreact and Solomon talks about that in verse 5: 
 

The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh. (“I’m not going to work; I’m 
going to play the game...I’m not going to do that.” Solomon says, “You’re eating yourself; 
you’re consuming yourself. So there’s a tension there and he points it out in verse 6: 
 
One hand full of rest is better than two fists full of labor and striving after wind. 
 

All work? Solomon says there's a balance there. We work hard; we play hard; maybe it's worth 
asking someone who's close to you like a spouse; maybe it’s a kid, a cousin, a roommate; maybe it’s 
a coworker. Are you trying to prove something with your work? Are you stepping back? Are you 
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afraid of not working at all? You find that balance? Well Solomon in verse seven and eight talks 
about—he’s going to mention it twice—the vanity of working ourselves to death to the exclusion of 
a relationship. Here’s what he says: 
 

Then I looked again at vanity under the sun. There was a certain man without 
a dependent, having neither a son nor a brother, yet there was no end to all his labor. 
Indeed, his eyes were not satisfied with riches and he never asked, “And for whom am 
I laboring and depriving myself of pleasure?”(Here’s Solomon’s conclusion.) This too 
is vanity and it is a grievous task. 

 
There are people who work to avoid relationship. Work...work...work.  Don't have time for friends, 
spouse, kids, coworkers, significant friendships? Solomon  says, “That’s vanity.” 
  
Tommy Nelson made a comment on this, a pastor in Denton, Texas, said, “If you’re going to be 
lonely, don’t be lonely by choice. Don’t be lonely because you’re working yourself out of people.” 
Solomon says, “That's vanity!” Verses 9 through 12, then, is kind of this climax. He talks about the 
glory of relationship:  
 

Two are better than one because they have a good return for their labor. For if either 
of them falls, the one will lift up his companion. But woe to the one who falls when 
there is not another to lift him up. Furthermore, if two lie down together they keep 
warm, but how can one be warm alone? And if one can overpower him who is alone, 
two can resist him. A cord of three strands is not quickly torn apart. 

 
Solomon is making the case just not for “a” relationship; he's making a case for relationships, a 
community of relationships. Why? They give life to everything else we do. We work, work, work, 
but without relationship, Solomon calls that vanity.  
 
So we ask this question, “Why do relationships matter?” Because when I say, “According to 
Solomon, relationships give life to everything else in life,” then relationships do give life to 
everything else in life—almost to say, “Yeah, I know...I know.” Then why do you and why do I 
need a reminder? Because relationships look great and though they give life through everything 
else, they challenge us, they stretch us. 
 
I was thirty-three when I got married.  That was kind of the final proof of the existence of God—I 
got married! (laughter) Two weeks after we get married, I start seminary. I start with what they call 
baby Greek. I’ll spend the summer studying Greek and then I'll take the qualifying exam and if you 
pass, you go on to Greek Exegesis starting in the fall. So with Greek you basically have to learn 
three things. Kind of like Spanish, you have to learn your vocabulary; you have to get your verb 
conjugations down, but Greek has a third thing. They have these case declensions of nouns. Word 
order doesn't matter; it can be anywhere in the sentence and you tell by the ending, so there's about 
five endings you’ve got to know to tell you whether it's a subject or a direct object or an indirect 
object or whatever. So basically I have three piles of flash cards. I have my vocabulary and I have 
my conjugations and I have my case declensions. I would turn those over and each day I’d go to 
class and there's a little bit more to add to it because there's more stuff you have to learn. Well 
maybe that sounds dry. Well, it was. If I was to be honest, it was very dry and my new bride 
observed that and said, “Would you like to take a break and play cards?” We loved to play cards so 
we played two-handed spades, and on this particular night it wasn't going well. Well, it wasn’t 
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going well for me; it was going well for her. We play to five-hundred and she gets out early; she’s 
ahead.  But remember, I got married at thirty- three. I finally got married and I’m all shook up and 
I'm in love and so you’d think it’s, “Oh, honey, look at you; you’re doing so well.” Now I didn't say 
anything like that. I said nothing like that. What I said is, “You know this is not happening because 
of skill; this is the luck of the draw.” (laughter)  Isn’t that loving? Isn’t that warm? Doesn’t that just 
melt your heart, ladies? And I said, “Don’t worry; that will change; it will change.” It didn't change 
and the score kept growing apart and she's approaching five-hundred fast and I mean, I need to set 
her and I need to get ten of the thirteen tricks and so when I drew the hand, it's like, I'm not even 
close. So in a final act of spiritual maturity, I throw down the cards; I storm away. I go—we have 
two bedrooms—I go into the office and I slam the door! As I walk in there, I look: there are three 
piles of flash cards on the desk. There’s the vocabulary and there's the verb conjugations and there's 
the case declensions. This is God's word. Maybe...maybe I should dive into my job. Well didn’t I 
say that was kind of dry? Yeah, but that was before I got exposed in relationship of how insecure I 
was and I mean I’ve got nothing. I’ve got nothing to stand on but I'm one of those guys that if I get 
a hard conversation to have, I want to have it right now. So I walk back out, open the door and 
come back to the kitchen table, “I’m so sorry. I messed up; will you forgive me?” “Yeah, I forgive 
you; I love you.”   
 
So we go on in marriage. I’m done with seminary; I’m done with language school, finishing up and 
we decide we would like to try to start having children. We have a first pregnancy in Costa Rica. 
We come back to the States because we're going down to Chile and she goes for the ultrasound and 
there's no viable life form, no heartbeat. So it's a miscarriage and we find out after that if you want 
to have children, get busy because you're able to conceive but you may not be able to take a child to 
term. So we have our next pregnancy in Chile and that one goes the distance—that's our oldest son 
Chris. We fall in love with him and we decide we definitely would like a second child but it's a 
miscarriage...it's a miscarriage, and we were now on our fifth attempt. So far we have one child. I'm 
forty. She’s thirty eight and man, the clock’s running on this and it's about week seven. We’ve 
gotten a positive pregnancy test and they go in and check for the heartbeat and I know how this 
goes. You know, not quite time for a heartbeat but we can maybe start to look now and so there's 
my wife's heartbeat—boom boom boom—then there’s a second heartbeat. So there’s our son Drew. 
Man, I melt in tears. We maybe can have a second child and turns out the pregnancy is a healthy 
pregnancy and he's born on August 14, 2001. 
  
So two months later we are in the middle of the college football season. Hope takes Chris; she’s 
going out to run errands. I’ve got Drew. He’s asleep in the port-a-crib right there and I'm watching 
my beloved Michigan Wolverines and this is my time! The job is kind of hard and this is “my” time 
and I'm going to dive in and this is a good, happy day. I remember they're playing Purdue; it's near 
the end of the half. They’re up one score and they're moving down to go ahead two scores, so I like 
that having two scores ahead and they—I remember the play—that they run a reverse and the guy 
throws a pass and it gets intercepted. The guy from Purdue is coming back and is he going all the 
way and now the receiver drags him down and you know why I remember that?  Because right in 
the middle of that play my two-month-old son wakes up in immediate need of a diaper change, 
(laughter) and my attitude is “Awww, okay, calm down Andy. You know, Drew, just once daddy 
would like to watch and you know it's my one time to be away.” You know I think I'm going to hold 
it together here but whatever I did, he picked it up because he starts boohooing! I got him on the 
changing table, trying to see the game, but then I was convicted: You begged God for this child. 
You cried when we got a heart beat and when he was born you pledged him everything, and now 
for a football game and a football team, you’re going to get mad? Like he has any control over this. 



5 
 

You know what got exposed? My selfishness!  And he didn't even say thanks for changing my 
diaper. (laughter) So at least on the job maybe I get a little affirmation.  
 
So I'm wondering: what are those relationships, those connections that you need to take a step 
towards because you've been getting busy and you've been exposed and you’ve shown stuff and 
you're diving into work or you’re diving into something else and in the short term it's hard, but you 
don’t want to get to the end of your life and say it was vanity; it was waste. God has put those 
spouses, kids, coworkers and friends in your life to enrich your life. He's a relational guy. He wants 
you to model relationship with them. Would you move towards that person? Would you stop being 
distracted by work or other things because, in the end, none of us wants to get to the end of our lives 
and say, “Vanity...all was vanity.” 
  
Well there's one other distraction we need to be careful of and Solomon lays that out starting in 
verse 13: 
 

A poor yet wise lad is better than an old and foolish king who no longer knows how to 
receive instruction. (Can you receive instruction?) For he has come out of prison to 
become king, even though he was born poor in his kingdom. (Some scholars think this 
might be biographical, that Solomon may be talking about David because it sure looks like 
he’s talking about himself starting in verse 15.) I have seen all the living under the sun 
throng to the side of the second lad (that would be Solomon) who replaces him (David). 
(Well, that’s not it, for Solomon is talking about his experience of being sought out, of 
being popular, of being wanted so he says,) There is no end to all the people, to all who 
were before them, and even the ones who will come later will not be happy with him, 
for this too is vanity and striving after wind.  

 
You never catch the wind when you strive after it. See most of us would like to be popular. We’d 
like to be recognized. We’d like everybody to want to sit at our table at lunch. We’d like everybody 
to be seeking us out for insiders. 
  
I just went to a conference two weeks ago—a church conference down in Dallas—and you learn 
from the best and the people who are doing well and whatever, and you know there's a part of your 
flesh that says, “Wouldn’t it be great to have everybody taking notes from pastor Andy? What does 
he have to say?” We love to be popular. We love to be sought after and if God gives you that 
position, great! But if you seek that recognition at the expense of connection, Solomon says that's 
vanity; that’s foolishness. See, relationships give life—everything we do in life. Let’s make sure 
we're prioritizing relationship and connection because after all we serve a relational God. 
  
A seminary professor said the family is both a theological and relational laboratory. It's where we 
learn about God and it's where we learn about relationships. But for some of us, family didn't work 
out, and I was one of those people. I didn't learn about Jesus really until I got to be a freshman in 
college when I came to faith. In my family my dad controlled with anger; there was a good bit of 
sarcasm—kind of kept each other at a distance.  
 
So my sophomore year, after I came to Christ, I got involved with this group called Campus 
Crusade, now known as Cru. I went on a men's retreat because I heard it could be fun—out in 
central Texas. On Monday, I'm laying on my bed; it’s about two or three o'clock in the afternoon, 
and there's a knock on my door. “Come in,” and it's one of the staff guys and he takes a chair and he 
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pulls up within about five feet of me and I'm still lying on my bed. “Hey what's happening?” shakes 
his hand and he says, “Do you have friends?”  “Well, yeah, of course I've got friends.” “Well, what 
do you look for in a friendship?” “I don't know.” “Well, why? Why do you want to have friends” “I 
don't know that either.” I’m thinking this is kind of awkward. After about thirty or forty minutes, he 
announces to me, “Well, I want to be your friend. I’d like to start hanging out with you.” This was 
the first time I would understand that relationships don't just happen; they’re by design. So he 
shows up again. This is about two months, maybe April and May; semester ends. I go do a summer 
job; I come back in the fall and I’m moving in and there he is! I don't know how he knew when I 
was moving in, or was he just waiting around? He helps me move in and we continue to meet for 
about three months into about November. It was November, 1980, and then we're together in the 
Memorial Student Center and he says to me one day, “You know, Andy, I've been trying to get to 
know you for six months and I feel like I'm shut out. You’re like an M &M. You've got this veneer 
of sarcasm on the outside and you're soft on the inside and I can't figure out how to break through.” 
To which I said, “Oh?” And I think it was his way of saying, “Man, I've tried and I'm done. I mean 
you're a great guy and stuff but I’m done.” So I think about that for a week and I call him or maybe 
at the next Cru weekly meeting I said, “Can we get together and talk?” And I said to him, “Larry, 
I’ve got to be honest; I have no idea what you're talking about. What is “to reveal yourself and be 
known and stuff,” but I'd like to get there. Would you help me?” He said, “Yeah, we can start 
working on that. That was my segue, my step, into this wonderful Christian community at A&M 
where, man, I was loved! Though, man, I had raw edges and I was clueless—and I didn't realize 
that—but people loved me and they accepted me, and to the degree to which I am relational today 
and I can build a relationship where I can disclose and get to  know others, is something I have 
learned. I had four years at A&M. I had my junior year, my senior year and my first and second 
year graduate school. When you come from a great family, you bless God for that. But maybe you 
need to learn. 
  
I would invite you to step into the community here, to find somebody here and say, “Can you help 
me?  I don't know what it is. I don't know what it is to experience this but I want to have it because 
we serve a relational God and we're created in His image to be relational. I couldn't help but notice 
the welcome video here. You know, what is going on here is amazing! What God has done—the 
size is amazing—but that makes reaching people, this relational piece, just a little bit more 
challenging...a little harder. So when they talk about a Section Potluck, man I encourage you to do 
that because that's what we were created to be—to be relational and enrich your experiences. The 
leadership of this church is committed to do this even though the size is not.  So why? Because 
that's what we're about; we're about relationship. Can't get connected? Go to the Connecting Point 
and say, “I want to get connected. How can that happen?” 
  
I spoke a little bit about our experience at North Point; it’s been a great ride for twelve years and I 
say that with all honesty. When I say I'm grateful, I really am, and we're involved with good stuff up 
there. But I want to give you six reasons why day to day it's fun to do what I do and what keeps me 
going there every day.  There's no order to these six reasons but here they are: Jared Harms, Lindsey 
Harms, Daniel Park, Cody Goerke, Brian Deighton, and Nicole Burton. Those are the six people 
with whom I work most closely. They make the experience at North Point rich; they make it worth 
doing. With staff meetings from 9:00 to 10:00, usually people are pulling out at 10:30, 11:00 
o’clock, not because they have to stay but because they want to stay. Wish you all could find—that 
we all could find—that kind of community. It would add life to everything we do! 
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It was 1975. Tommy John had been pitching a number of years in the major leagues and his career 
was done. His ulnar collateral ligament was shot—pretty typical for pitchers in baseball—that the 
motion of throwing the curve ball, whatever, stresses it. So he went to consult with Dr. Frank Jobe 
and Dr. Jobe said, “I've got an idea. I think it's got a one in a hundred shot of working but maybe we 
could go maybe to your forearm or some other place in your body and take a donor tendon and we'll 
put it on the elbow where the ulnar collateral ligament is and then you'll rehab it for a year and we'll 
see. Again, we’ve never done it before. I don't think it'll work.” But Tommy John thought, “What 
do I have to lose? My career is done.” So he spent the 1976 season rehabbing his elbow. He started 
pitching again in 1977, not knowing whether it would take or not, but he pitched for the next 
thirteen years in the big leagues until he was forty six years old! He won one hundred sixty-four 
games, so he pitched effectively. The surgery worked, and now it's performed on hundreds of 
baseball players—high school, college and pros—and it has restored many, many pitchers’ careers. 
  
Here’s the deal! We were created to be relational but you know what? You and I blew it when we 
pushed back on God. We said, “We’ll go our own way.” That wrecked our heart. We started living 
for self. You can't be relational when you're living for self. But Christ came along and died and rose 
again and gives us a shot at a new heart. Just like this ligament was replaced, our heart is replaced. 
Just like he rehabbed—Tommy John did for one year, 1976—God gives us a place to rehab. It’s the 
Body of Christ. It’s the community, and we're able to grow and develop relationally and those 
relationships give life to everything else in life. We would enter God's process—that we model our 
Creator by being relational by nature. Let me pray: 
  

Our Father in heaven, we're grateful for Jesus who didn't leave us stranded, who didn't 
leave us with a torn ligament, with a torn heart. But He came at the cost of His body and 
His blood, shed that we could be new, that we could be born again, that we could be 
relational. Lord, Solomon’s got it right—it gives life to everything else in life—yet we get 
distracted and we pursue other things. Forgive us, Lord. Would you call us to Your image 
in relationship? For we pray this in Christ's name, Amen. 
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