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Better Together 
John 17:1-26 

Pastor Josh Luse 

 

Alright, finish this for me, would you? Peanut butter and…. Alright, good start. Ketchup and…. 

We’re on a roll. Cheese and… wine, crackers. (We’re operating on different budgets here, okay.) 

Salt and… or if you grew up through the 90’s, peppa. A couple of others here. Spaghetti and ….. 

Biscuits and ….. Bacon and…. Tricked you...everything! Why is it that some things are just better 

when you put them together? You could have them alone, but when you take them and put them 

together, they’re so much better than they would ever be just by themselves. What is it that makes 

you better? Have you ever thought about that?  What are you better together with? We’re going to 

dig into that a little bit this morning. This morning is going to be a little different. We’re going to 

open the Word. We’re going to study and dig deep like we always do, but we’re also going to take 

some time to really dig into some strategy. So we’ve got a lot of ground to cover, and we’re rolling 

right into it. Let’s begin with prayer.  

 

Jesus, thank You so much that You give us the opportunity to come together as a family. 

God, we want to hear from You, so we ask that You would open up our hearts. God, we ask 

that You would open up our ears so that we would hear. We’ll listen, but God we want to 

be ready to act too. So we give You this time. We give You our lives, and we ask that You 

would meet us here as You always do. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen.  

 

If you want to join me this morning, I’m going to be in John, Chapter 17. Since we’re jumping into 

the end of the book, let me give you a little context. The book of John has already flowed through 

and showed us a lot of Jesus’ life. We start right into Jesus’ ministry—oftentimes it’s called His 

public ministry. He’s going around; He’s teaching; He’s performing miracles—He’s a very public 

figure. People are starting to follow Him, and He’s continuing to talk to them about what it means 

to have life with God. It’s ultimately leading up to His death. Along His journey, He’s had with 

Him over the last three years the twelve of His closest companions. They’ve continued to journey 

with Him. They have gone through a ton together, and yet they have no clue what’s just in front of 

them still. Just leading up to this chapter—a few chapters before—Jesus is talking with His 

disciples, those close companions. His time is coming closer to His death, and so He’s speaking as 

He always does to them with great compassion. But He is also speaking with specific, direct focus 

because He continues to tell them about the way they need to live as His time with them comes to a 

close. Then we get to chapter 17 and it turns—something happens! Many scholars believe that this 

took place in the Upper Room, but it’s here in Chapter 17 that Jesus goes from talking with His 

disciples, to then praying to His Father. You can learn a lot oftentimes by listening to somebody’s 

prayer. I can’t imagine being in that room with the disciples and listening in as Jesus begins to pour 

out His heart to His Dad. But the interesting and great thing is we, together, get to do that this 

morning. We get to dive into that and listen in.  So let’s start in verse 1. It says,  

  

Jesus spoke these things; and lifting up His eyes to heaven, He said, “Father, the hour 

has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You, even as You gave Him 

authority over all flesh, that to all whom You have given Him, He may give eternal 

life. This is eternal life, that they may know You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 

whom You have sent. I glorified You on the earth, having accomplished the work 

which You have given Me to do.  Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, 

with the glory which I had with You before the world was. (*NASB, John 17:1-5) 
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Now you’re noticing a word near the beginning. In fact, Jesus continues to use this word six times 

throughout this chapter. It’s the word Father. He’s used this often in His ministry and continues to 

go to God, referring to God the Father as Father. It’s also interesting that oftentimes in the New 

Testament, as we read through different stories, the Trinity is kind of in the background working, 

but as we get into Chapter 17, They come right to the front. Some people read through chapter 17 

and say, “Where is the Holy Spirit?” Just the chapter before in 16, Jesus refers to “the Helper” that 

will come and it’s in “the Helper” that He will enable and empower all that Jesus is talking about 

that’s to happen. There’s something taking place in this relationship that’s important to note: the 

word Father, the way that He starts out this prayer, is probably what the early Christians adapted as 

a tradition to the Aramaic equivalent of Abba, or the same word that I hear when I hear my 2-year-

old running to me, saying, “Daddy, daddy.” It’s this affectionate term, and it shows us a glimpse 

into this relationship. But He continues on. He says, “Father, the hour has come.”  

That also jogs something in my mind because often in other stories I remember hearing Him say, 

“The time is not yet here.” Or, “The hour has not come.” But this has all been culminating into this 

moment...the hour has come. There’s something that is happening, and we’re going to dig a little 

deeper into that in just a minute. But as we read through the first 11 chapters of this book—it covers 

a time period of about 3 years—then chapters 12 to 20 cover a time period of about 7 days, and then 

chapters 13 to 20 cover a time period of about 12 hours. Something is happening right here, and in 

verse 11 He gives us a little glimpse: 

I am no longer in the world, or a better translation would be  

Now I am departing the world.  

So what is it that Jesus is talking about that He wants us to grasp? Well, we’ve also seen another 

word that’s continually repeated in these first five verses. You probably saw it with me: glorify, 

glorify, glorified, glorify, glory. It’s continually repeated. In fact, these words are going to be used 

three more times before we end this chapter. When I think of glory, I think that’s a word that we 

often use in church, or maybe my aunt says it when she’s surprised or shocked or happy about 

something, “Oh, glory!” (laughter) But other than that it’s not something that we use that often 

except maybe in sports. In sports I hear people saying they’re “going for the glory” because they 

want the spotlight, or they’re a glory hog. It has this connotation, kind of this selfishness, and so for 

me to understand this word, I think it’s important because when I read this first verse it says, 

“Father, the hour has come; glorify Your Son, that the Son may glorify You.”  

And I think to myself: Is Jesus selfish? Is He operating out of selfishness? Well, let’s dig into this 

word to understand a little bit more. But before we dig in, how can you fully know about something 

when there aren’t words adequate to fully describe it? That’s what glory is. As we start, realize 

there’s a depth that we can’t quite reach with our limited understanding. I think of the Old 

Testament and a word often used for glory in Hebrew—kavod.   

As you look at Exodus Chapter 33, you remember that Moses is talking to God and he asks God if 

he can see His glory—His kavod—and how does God answer him? He says, “No one can see Me 

and live.” It’s too much: His righteousness, His goodness, His richness, His faithfulness, His love, 

His justice, it’s all too much for us to fathom and comprehend—too much for us to take in. So, what 

does he do then? He takes Moses and He puts him in the cleft of the rock. He puts him in this cave, 

and He puts His hand over Moses. He says, “I’m going pass by and when I pass by, I’ll lift My hand 

and I’ll let you see the end, the tailings, the back of My glory.” Even in that, after Moses 

experiences just His backside, his face starts to glow. You thought you needed solar eclipse glasses 

this week? (laughter) He goes down the mountain and his face is glowing. Others see him and 

they’re scared of him because his face is glowing. He has to put a veil on his face, and every time he 

goes and meets with God, God’s glory radiates about him because that’s another part of God’s 
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glory. It’s His beauty...His radiation...His perfection. It’s those days when you say, “Man, this day 

is perfect.” The breeze is just slightly blowing; the temperature is just perfect...the weather...the 

birds are chirping—everything—and you walk by somebody and say, “This day is perfect,” and 

they say, “Yeah, it’s glorious; it’s beautiful!” It’s kind of like what I experienced this last week as I 

was sitting there watching the eclipse. As I’m sitting there watching it and everything that has 

happened, taking it all in, there was a moment where I didn’t even realized I was doing it—I didn’t 

mean to—but I just went, “Wow!” because glory elicits praise. And then not long after that, I hear 

this elementary school by my house just erupt in cheers because we were made to give glory to 

someone and often we’ll misdirect that. We’ll give it to ourselves...to the sun....to others...but...we 

can give it to God!  

I just imagined God a couple of weeks ago talking with the angels, saying, “Alright, guys, come in 

here. I’m going to do something epic.” And they’re like, “Oh, man.” They start to creep in and 

listen a little bit more. He says, “People are going to drive for days; whole calendars are going to be 

started to be planned around this. They’re going to set up parties. They’re going to take days off of 

work. There’s going to be T-shirts that are made.” By this time they are all really leaning in, “What 

are you going to do?” And He says, “I’m going to take the sun and put it in front of the moon.” And 

they kind of sit there, “And then what?”  “No, I’m going to take the sun and put it in front of the 

moon...and they’re going to go crazy!” Then one of the angels goes, “Just wait ‘til they hear about 

bacon.” (laughter) I can just see this piece, and I’m not trying to belittle what happened. It was 

amazing! The temperature dropped. The wind picks up. The birds quiet down. It was incredible! 

But in all the “amazingness” of just the sun going in front of the moon and all the other pieces that 

happened, that’s just a tiny part, a glimpse of God’s glory. In even that I want to praise someone.  

Another piece of glory is to praise and adore, but it’s also a piece of continuing to give service and 

wanting to please, and it’s all done out of love. It’s praise...adoration...a desire to please and serve, 

and it’s all done out of love. As we look at these verses, we start to realize that this is what Jesus is 

doing.  There’s such a perfect relationship with the Father, the Son and the Spirit that He desires to 

please Them.  He’s in such a perfect relationship that They’re not in any way thinking of 

Themselves. They’re only thinking to honor the Others, constantly. They’re only looking to give to 

Them. It’s in this relationship that you see Him continuing to work this out because He’s had this 

from the beginning of time. As verse 5 says: “Now, Father, glorify Me together with Yourself, 

with the glory which I had with You before the world was.” And then again in verse 24 He says: 

...My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me before the foundation of the world.  

This is something that Jesus has been experiencing for all time. It’s so incredible, and our God is so 

amazing that He didn’t want to keep this to Himself. He wanted to share it. He wanted to give us an 

opportunity to join Him in this glory and goes on to show us how this looks in verse 2: ...even 

as You gave Him authority (speaking about Jesus) over all flesh (over all humanity), that to all 

whom You have given Him, He may give eternal life. He wants to give it. Now what is eternal 

life? He goes on and talks about that in verse 3: This is eternal life, that they may know You, the 

only true God, and Jesus Christ whom You have sent.  

Now when He says know here, a part of it is obviously our knowledge, information. He’s been able 

to give us information about Him. In fact, He talks about this in a couple of these other verses. 

Verse 6: 

I have manifested (or revealed) Your name to the men whom You gave Me out of the 

world (He’s now praying for the disciples as He talks through this.) and they have kept 

Your word. (So He’s told them what to do. He’s given them information and they’ve done 

that.) Now they have come to know that everything You have given Me is from You; 

for the words which You gave Me I have given to them; and they received them and 
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truly understood that I came forth from You, and they believed that You sent Me.  I 

ask on their behalf; I do not ask on behalf of the world, but of those whom You have 

given Me; for they are Yours; and all things that are Mine are Yours, and Yours are 

Mine; and I have been glorified in them. (Vs. 6-10) 

A piece of this is information, but the glory and the relationship and the eternal life that Jesus is 

offering is never just information. There’s a Jewish idiom that’s related to this word know. It refers 

to sexual intercourse between a man and a woman. It’s such an intimate relationship that I know 

God that it’s as though we’re one. It’s what He’s experiencing with the Father, the Son, and the 

Spirit. And this is what this loving, giving, glorious God invites us into. Let’s continue on; what else 

does He continue to say? Verse 11: 

I am no longer in the world and yet they themselves are in the world, and I come to 

You. Holy Father, keep them in Your name, the name which You have given Me, 

that they may be one even as We are. While I was with them, I was keeping them in 

Your name which You have given Me; and I guarded them and not one of them 

perished but the son of perdition (speaking of Judas. Another way we could say that is  

the rebel that was bent on destruction.) (Vs.11-12) 

What’s amazing is this sovereign God that’s in control of everything and knows everything, still 

gives us a choice—whether we’ll glorify and know Him, or whether we’ll glorify ourselves and 

reject Him.  

But now I come to You; and these things I speak in the world so that they may have 

My joy made full in themselves. (Vs. 13) 

I love it the way C.S. Lewis talks about this; I’ve never really seen anybody do it better. He says, 

“Now if we were made for Heaven, the desire for our proper place would be already in us, but not 

yet attached to the true object and will even appear as a rival of that object.” What is he saying? 

He’s saying that if God created the world for His glory the only way that I will ever truly be happy, 

fulfilled, and satisfied is to live to glorify Him and Him alone. There are a lot of shiny things trying 

to grab my attention and pull me away from that, but my deepest joy will come in admiring and 

living for that which is most admirable and nothing else. He continues on because He realizes that 

this is not going to be just a cakewalk in the park. It’s going to be challenging. Verse 14:  

I have given them Your word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of 

the world, even as I am not of the world.  I do not ask You to take them out of the 

world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not 

of the world. Sanctify them(or set them apart)  in the truth; Your word is truth. 

As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world. For their sakes 

I sanctify Myself, that they themselves also may be sanctified in truth. (Vs.14-19) 

He’s praying for the disciples, talking to His Father. Then in the next verse, something really 

interesting happens. He starts to pray for you; He starts to pray for me. Jesus, the God of the 

universe, is praying for us. We’ve trusted and followed Him as our Savior, and He says:  

 “I do not ask on behalf of these alone (the disciples), but for those also who believe in 

Me through their word; that they may all be one; even as You, Father, are in Me and 

I in You, that they also may be in Us, so that the world may believe that You sent Me. 

The glory which You have given Me I have given to them, that they may be one, just 

as We are one; I in them and You in Me, that they may be perfected in unity, so that 

the world may know that You sent Me, and loved them, even as You have loved 

Me. Father, I desire that they also, whom You have given Me, be with Me where I 
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am, so that they may see My glory which You have given Me, for You loved Me 

before the foundation of the world. “O righteous Father, although the world has not 

known You, yet I have known You; and these have known that You sent Me; and I 

have made Your name known to them, and will make it known, so that the love with 

which You loved Me may be in them, and I in them.” (Vs. 20-26) 

There are a couple of other things that I continue to hear over and over in these verses as Jesus 

prays for us. He prays that we would be one. He prays for our unity. He prays that we may know 

the Father’s love and that we would give the Father’s love to one another. Why? Why does He pray 

this? He prays this so that the world may believe that Jesus was sent by the Father. He prays so that 

the world would know that You have loved Me. Jesus wants us to love each other so that the others 

who would see us would realize the love of the Father and want to join in following Him.  

I’ve wondered: what does it look like for us as Lincoln Berean Church to be one? How would this 

play out for us together? I remembered when I first came to this church as a pastor, I was sitting 

right back in section 10. I remember as I was sitting there, I kept thinking, “How does this work?” 

Thousands of people, how do you know each other, how do you love each other? As I was sitting 

there I kept thinking of the church plant that we had just come from. It had grown but as I looked at 

section 4 I thought: our whole church could fit in this one section, and there are multiple sections 

and multiple services. How does this work? I remember thinking: if I didn’t come, would anybody 

know?  And I’m a pastor! I remember thinking that back home that wasn’t the case when we were 

in Colorado because if I didn’t come, then people would know because in the early days we often 

met at our house and that’s just awkward if I’m not there. (laughter) If somebody else wasn’t there, 

we would know. It was small enough that you would know people that were coming. Or if 

somebody new would come in, you’d think, “Oh, I’ve got to get a chance to know them.” 

We’ve done a lot of different things here, great things. We’re doing some incredible things over the 

years to try and connect people with our church. We’ve got ministries that are doing some amazing 

things, and there are some great ways to get connected in that. We’ve asked people to serve 

together, and there have been connections made there. We’ve asked people to take classes. There 

are some great classes and we’ve gotten connected there. We’ve had life groups and small groups, 

and people connected there. You can find out more about all that stuff in the hallways today. But 

nothing that we’ve done has been broad enough to encompass our whole church.  

So we’ve really met together as a team. We’ve listened to you as you’ve talked through the survey. 

We’ve prayed about it. We’ve really worked to develop a strategy to help us live out what Jesus is 

talking about here. We think we see where God is leading us forward as a church and we want to 

get strategic for a bit about it. Okay? I would white board this out for you, but I’m an atrocious 

speller so I’ve got some slides we’re calling this: 

 Sections: 

Now what is a section? A section is made up of people who connect weekly by sitting in the same 

section of the auditorium as we gather together for our worship services. They are a way to make 

midsize groups, smaller groups—a way to make a big church feel smaller. Right now as I’m talking 

through this, I’m sure that some of you are thinking, “Oh, man, what are they going to make me do? 

What if I don’t like this?” Or some of us even have come here maybe because we wanted to hide. 

Maybe we’re working through some pain, and we just kind of wanted to fade into this. Know this: 

We’re not trying to create a program! If you’re a little skeptical or maybe you feel like you’re too 

introverted for this, what we’re after is a value—God’s value—and cultivating a new culture among 

us. So what this looks like is that you can sit wherever you feel most comfortable and you can join 

in only to the degree you feel is right for you, that you feel God is asking you to do. You can 

completely steer clear of all the things that are coming your way, but what you’re going to find is 
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you’re going to have people notice that you’re there. They’ll also miss you if you’re not. You’re 

going to have people who will greet you and say, “Hi,” to you. You’re going to have people that 

will be the kindest, most welcoming people that will be around you every week as you come 

worship together as a church. This leads me to a section of us, or another group of us in here, and 

we’re calling this  

The Same Seat Sitters:   

It blows my mind how many of you sit in the same spots every weekend. I remember talking to a 

group of people and as we’re talking they said, “Yeah, we sit here every week.” And then they said, 

“This is the same order that we sit in every week.” And one of the sweet ladies looked down and 

said, “Yup, this is my chair.” Because there was a crack underneath her chair, she sat in the same 

seat every week. Some of you have told me, “Yeah, here’s where I sit in my section and your seat 

number.” Now it’s an incredible thing but what helps is, because we’re already in these spots, some 

of you sit there for different reasons. Some of you sit in the front because you say, “I don’t want to 

be distracted. Others of you sit in the back because you say, “I don’t want everyone staring at me,” 

right? There are others that sit over in a spot so they can get to the coffee quicker or go to get their 

kids or a billion other reasons. We’re creatures of habit maybe, or maybe it’s because you came in 

the first time, you sat somewhere; you kind of felt safe there. Maybe it’s because you met another 

friend there. For whatever reason, we sit often in the same areas. 

Now let me demonstrate this just a little bit out of curiosity. How many of you regularly every 

weekend generally sit in the same spots. Would you raise your hand with me right now? Okay, take 

a second and look around the room right now. (Majority of hands are raised.)This is why sections 

work, because we take what is already happening and we take the people that are already gathered 

around us, but we narrow it down to a spot that is small enough for us to actually get a chance to get 

to know each other and remember each other. And so we’d like to continue in this, and some of you 

are thinking, “But what if I don’t like the people in my section.” It’s okay. You can move; just 

please don’t tell them that, right?  (laughter) Or you could invite some friends to come sit with you 

in your section. Other small groups, life groups have been saying, “Hey, we are trying to do life 

together; we’re all there on the weekend so why don’t we try to get in the same section together 

too?” So that’s starting to happen as well.  

We think it’s also important for you to understand where you’re at. Now, for a long time when I 

would try to connect or meet with somebody or sit together with somebody in the service, I’d ask 

them where they sat. They would describe it like that gas station attendant that you stop for to get 

directions who gave horrible directions to a destination that you now are sure you would never 

make it to. They would say something like, “Yeah, come in the north doors, or the south door, or 

the southeast doors. Come in one of the doors and then come in the auditorium, and I think it’s on 

the right side as you’re facing the stage...yeah, facing the stage right side. We’ll be in the back, not 

at the bottom, at the top, a couple over at the end.” I would never find them, so we had a team that 

had us clarify and simplify. It’s important to know where you’re at. So we’ve got 11 sections in this 

room. At the bottom areas you’ll find section numbers on the chairs. On the back you’ll see them on 

the pillars and then as you come in you’ll find some signs that help direct us in that. You’re insert in 

the bulletin has a map; there’s a map here as well but right over here is section 1, section 2, section 

3, section 4, section 5. Then we go to the back over here, section 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11. Yes! Are there 

any section 7’ers in house? (Response: Yes!) Alright! Yes, that’s my favorite section right now. I 

don’t know why. It will just help us clarify. We had somebody say, “We need to make section T-

shirts.” Go for it! It’s a chance where we’re going to be able to connect. Now there’s another group 

of you here and you saying, “Josh, you haven’t talked about me yet.” I get it because I’m kind of 

one of you. You’re the:  
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Roamers:  

You say, “You can’t tie me down. I want adventure. I want to see the world or at least parts of this 

auditorium from different angles.” You want to keep moving around and that’s okay. We’re just 

asking maybe you choose a section that you would circle back to whenever you have a section party 

so you can regularly connect with some people, and that’s fine. Now, I’ve got a feeling that the 

more that you connect with those people, the more you’ll feel at home and a part of the family and 

you’ll want to be around them, but you can continue to move in that.  

Now we talked a little bit about each section. And each section is ultimately going to have a section 

leader that will be someone from the church in your section that will help cast vision and help lead 

in that section. There’s going to be a Core Team, together, that will help pray for the section and 

greet one another and cast some vision. In that way that will help make the section parties happen. 

There’s going to be section party hosts that will help receive food and put that out so there’s going 

to be a role that everyone can play in different areas. But none of these will continue to start as a 

section until we have people step up and say, “I would like to see this happen in our section.” And 

there are other things we can do individually and we’ll talk about that in a bit. But that just helps us 

see that this is us as a church making this happen.  

Section Parties: 

Now we’ve talked a little bit about section parties and some of you are thinking, “Okay, what is this 

section party?” Maybe you’ve seen some of them that we’ve started working on already. Section 

parties are chances for you to connect with others in your section over a potluck style meal 

immediately following the service that you’re at. We’re hoping to have 3 to 5 of these for your 

section throughout this year, depending on when your section starts up. You’re going to find this 

communicated to you through the bulletin or ultimately through your section leader later on. Some 

of you are thinking, “Why a meal?” We’re going to have a meal because no one wants to go into a 

room just to meet people. Only weird people want to do that...yeah! (Laughter) If you saying, “Hey, 

I’d do that,” no...but food makes it easier and I was convinced of this when I walked through our 

parking lot this week and I saw this bumper sticker, “Love people; cook them tasty food.” Better 

truth has never been uttered. If we say, “Come into a room to meet people,” nobody would do that. 

But if we say, “There’s food there,” everybody goes for some reason. It’s going to be a chance for 

us to connect and I know you’re also thinking, “Okay, but a meal sitting across the table from a 

stranger? Ahhhh!” And right now this is rolling through your mind:  

(Video) Shows a man gorging and loudly enjoying every mouthful 

Now, believe it or not we’ve already started this because it’s not a program. It’s a culture we’re 

building. As we found people in the sections that have said, “Hey, I’ll be a part of this,” we’ve had 

section parties that have begun and it’s very simply this: I walk into a room and slap on a nametag. 

I’m greeted by somebody. I could write down my name if I want to be connected with information 

that is happening within my section. There’s a chance I have to briefly connect with somebody 

before we go into a meal. You can leave at anytime. You can bring your kids; you can invite a 

friend. It’s an incredible opportunity, and we’ve had to kick people out of rooms because they’ve 

stayed too long because they were just having such a great time. So these are just really simple ways 

to get connected. You can bring food 30 minutes before the service and drop it off next to the room 

where you’ll be having your party, or you can just bring it directly to the party itself. For me, when I 

was dating my wife, I cooked a meal and we both got sick the next day, and I haven’t cooked a lot 

since for some reason. So for me, in a section party, I am much more of a “Little Debbie”. I would 

rather go get something that is pre-made that I can just pickup and drop off, and you’re all the more 

grateful for that too. But some of you are like my wife. You’re a “Betty Crocker.” You love to cook 

and you make amazing food and this is your chance to maybe showcase that famous carrot cake or 



 8 

whatever it is that you make. This will be a chance where you can come, just grab some food, bring 

enough to share with somebody else, and have a great time together.  

There’s one more thing that we want to talk about with the sections and that’s in this room. It’s 

another piece of this room. It’s the empty seats, and they’re not just there to give you a buffer zone 

so you don’t have to sit too close to the people right next to you. They’re there to remind us that 

we’re on mission because every time I see an empty seat, I continue to think about the people in my 

life that I’m praying for that I want to be here with us, that I want to come and meet my section of 

people that love each other so much that you don’t’ even have to talk to them. You can just sit back 

and watch them, and you can see them love one another. Oftentimes we just don’t know where to 

start, so this helps us remember that we’re here joining in this incredible relationship to glorify God 

with the love that He has and has given us to keep us on mission for the world around us. So we can 

start in sections.  

What I’ve noticed is there is a progression that happens with relationship and it’s simply this: 

Noticed...Valued...Connected...Invested. 

I can do this in almost any atmosphere, any spot that I’m in, but I see this progression happen. 

Sometimes it goes quickly; sometimes it takes years. But I can come into this room and notice 

someone. It could start with a simple “Hi”, a smile, or I could give them a handshake greeting—just 

something that tells them I see you there and I’ve noticed. It can make a world of difference. We 

have had far too many people come join us in this room and then leave, having never felt noticed. 

But it doesn’t stop there.  

I can help them feel valued the next week when I come in here and can remember their name they 

told me. I might have to write it down. I might have to do some kind of trick to remember it, but I 

can remember it. Maybe I can remember something they talked to me about and I could bring that 

back up. “How did the kids first day of school go?” “How was the doctor’s appointment?” There 

are a ton of different things I can do. I can pray for them to help them feel valued. Not just that I 

know you’re here, but I’m so grateful that you are here.  

Then I move to that next spot of helping them feel connected. I can introduce them to some friends 

I have around me, to other people that are there. I can invite them into something. I can hear about 

something that is happening in their lives and go be a part of that. I could exchange my email or my 

phone number and then connect at some point outside of our regular time that we gather as a 

church. I start feeling this connection to these people.  

Then it leads me to an investment because all of these take a little bit more from us. They might 

take your time. They might take some of your things. They might take some words to talk to people, 

and they’re all going to take Jesus’ strength. But investment is when I look at them and say, “I want 

to help them grow. I want to know more about their life. I want to invite them into my home, so we 

can share life, so I can invest into them.” They feel invested in, and what’s incredible with this is 

that somebody that’s invested often feels that they want to reproduce that same thing. Guys, I think 

there’s going to be a whole culture around this that God’s just beginning to already start among us.  

As we were looking around and trying to find out what we could do...what fits us...I went to one of 

the churches that is in another state that was doing something very similar. They had multiple 

services, and I was just looking at several of the different services. So I walked in from the back of 

the auditorium. There was a row here, and a row here, and I thought: I’m going to just sneak into a 

seat back here because I’m going to leave halfway through, and I don’t want to distract anybody. So 

I came and I sat down, and there was this sweet older lady sitting right here, and she noticed that I 

sat down, so she turned around and she said, “Hi”. She introduced herself and I felt valued. We 

talked for a while, and the more we talked the more she asked me questions, and at some point she 
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asked me where I was from, thinking it would be somewhere in the city. I said, “Lincoln, 

Nebraska.” She said, “Lincoln! What are you doing here?” We continued to talk and at some point 

in our conversation another guy walked by, came up to me and introduced himself as he was their 

section leader. He had a sweet mustache and we talked for a little bit. The service starts up. We all 

stand up and we’re singing and then this lady’s family comes in late after the service has begun 

(‘cause people in their church come in late after the service starts, not like here.) (laughter) But they 

came in and we’re singing, and she walks out in the aisle and stops them and says, “Hey, guys, 

you’ve got to meet my friend Josh.” She introduces me to everybody in her family and her son’s 

about my age. We talk for a little bit and this is while they’re singing. Can you do that? (laughter) 

Sure, you can do that because I felt noticed and valued. Then I started feeling connected. We sat 

back down. At some point, I had to get up and go out of the service, but I bet if I would have stayed 

there the whole time, afterwards she would have said, “Hey, we’re all going out to this restaurant to 

grab lunch. Want to join us?” What if that was us? What if that was you? In your spot, something 

that simple means the world to somebody.  

Now if I was going back to a church in that city, you know what church I would go to? That church! 

You know which seat I would sit in if I went back to that church? That seat! You know why? 

Because she sits right there! This is what we can be a part of! Now you may be feeling, “Yes, this is 

something I want to be a part of.” We’ll give you some ideas of how you can just individually do 

this where you sit, regardless if something is happening in your section or not. But we’re also going 

to have two meetings coming up. One is this Wednesday night, 7 o’clock in room D203. It’s also on 

your card, and one next week at 10:45, same room, D203. They’ll be 45 minute meetings. If you 

would say, “Hey, I’d like to learn more about this. I’d like to maybe see something happen in my 

section,” I would invite you to come be a part of this meeting and ask questions. You’re not 

obligated just by coming. It would be a chance to learn some more, or you can stop by our booth 

right after this and learn a little bit more. Sign up! Tell them which section you’re in so you can be a 

part of this as well. We believe that God is going to do incredible things through this in the life of 

our church. As Bryan said last week, “We believe that the best years for Lincoln Berean are still yet 

to come and each one of us plays such a vital role in that.”  

Now before we end, I asked you a question right at the beginning. I asked you what you were better 

together with? I believe, I whole-heartedly believe that once you know Jesus Christ as your Savior, 

you are better together with your church, that you could do far more together than you could ever 

think or imagine to do on your own!  

Jesus, thank You so much that You have invited us into this glorious, incredible 

relationship, one that we don’t deserve but yet Your death made it possible because You’re 

a giving God. God, thank You for this church. Thanks for a church that’s known for their 

grace, for their generosity. God, would You help us grow to be known as a church that’s 

connected, that’s known because of their love, that’s known because we’re a family? God, 

would You continue to lead each one of us in our part, in our role in this? And, God, we 

want to thank You that we get to join You on mission because we can’t wait to see what 

You still have yet ahead for us. Jesus, You are incredible! You are awesome! You are 

glorious and it’s You we give praise, Amen.  
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