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August 19/20, 2017 

State of the Church 2017 
Pastor Bryan Clark  

 

Bryan Clark, Video: 

 

Now in a church like this there's a lot of stuff going on.  It's kind of confusing and can seem kind 

of complicated.  But at the end of the day it really isn't.  It's very simple.  It's not about buildings, 

about budgets or about programs.  It's about the power of Jesus to touch and change lives. Even 

though we have hundreds of different ministries, at the end of the day they all come together to 

disciple people, to grow people in their walk with God and to assist them in pursuing a 

passionate relationship with Jesus.   

 

Because of you, because of your faithfulness—your faithfulness to serve, your faithfulness to 

give, your faithfulness to what it means to be the church—we have been able to remain very 

healthy in the core ministries of the church, which actually then provides the opportunity to get a 

little bit crazy—to say, "Okay, God is really taking care of the core ministries; what would it 

mean to dream a little bit?" You have made it possible to dream bigger dreams, and so you need 

to be both excited and encouraged that this has been made possible because of you, so you're 

very much a part of this...Everyone...Every day...Living on mission! 

 

Ellie Marvin: 

 

Good morning!  I am Ellie Marvin and I am the Director of Discipleship for the Youth Ministry here 

at Lincoln Berean Church.  And to start off, I just wanted to tell you one thing about myself, and that 

is that I am deathly afraid of spiders.  I know, I'm hoping that doesn't come back to haunt me, but I'm 

trying to be vulnerable here. So, I came on as full-time staff about two years ago, and I was so excited 

to sit in my first meeting with my new boss, Tim Bohlke.  You've seen him up here teaching and 

preaching about how we can have space and rhythm in our lives, and I was so excited to sit down 

with him.  So I grabbed my notepad and my pen and I'm sitting in his office when I said, "Tim, tell 

me more about Harbor Ministries and Lincoln Berean Church."  I wish I could tell you I remembered 

anything he said during that meeting but at that moment, out of Tim's beautiful curls crawled a 

spider, and it started to dance around on the side of his head. Now this should in no way speak to 

Tim's hygiene; I'm sure he was just out in nature connecting with the Lord and found a friend. I 

know, but in that moment I was petrified!  I'm running through all the options in my head.  Do I tell 

him he has a spider in his hair and he flicks it on to me and then I'm freaking out even more?  Do I 

tell him he has a spider in his hair and he asks me to get it out and then I have to tell my new boss, 

like, “NO!”  There's just no good option here.  So I'm sitting there and the spider's gotten more 

adventurous.  Now it pops out on this side and then back to the original side and I am taking notes, 

just trying to hold it together.  Thankfully the meeting ended, and I got up and I walked out and I said 

NOTHING!  (laughter)  Now to this day, Tim has heard this story and we can laugh about it, but in 

that moment I was so stuck in fear I could say or do nothing.  And that is what I get to talk to you 

about today as we look at the mission of Lincoln Berean Church. 

 

So the mission here at Lincoln Berean Church is: To glorify God by seeking to present every person 

complete in Christ.  That statement comes from a passage in Colossians 1, and there are a couple of 

key points I think we can pull from this statement.  First and foremost, to glorify God.  That simply 

speaks to our motive as a church.  Our motive is to enhance the reputation of God across our city and 

across the globe, and to do that, we need every person.  Each and every one of you was created 
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uniquely and on purpose, and you were placed in a specific sphere of influence where you can make 

Jesus' name known.  Every single one of us has a role to play in this mission.  Now we get to the 

being complete part. To me the word complete sort of has a finality to it.  Someday I will be complete 

in Christ. Now I truly wish tomorrow I could wake up and be just like Jesus, but I know that as 

people, we don't just drift towards holiness.  It takes a lot of intentionality and work.   

 

So what does that mean for us today?  It means that here at Berean, we believe in evangelism AND 

discipleship, and we see this modeled to us through our people loop—a nice model to show you it’s a 

loop.  The way this works is: I enter the loop; I'm engaged in community, discipled by solid biblical 

teaching, equipped and sent out into my specific sphere of influence where I can make Jesus' name 

known.  Then, those people come to know Jesus and we start the loop again—engaged in community, 

discipled through solid biblical teaching and equipped to be sent out into our specific spheres of 

influence—and Jesus' name is made known to the world.  Every one of us has a role to play.  The 

people loop equals movement, and we at Berean can be people helping people find and follow Jesus.   

 

About eight years ago my friend Josh invited me to come check out Berean and I thought that 

sounded like a good idea, so I came. I was engaged in community, discipled through solid biblical 

teaching and invited to serve in the youth ministry.  Shameless plug—it's a super fun place to serve!  

That is where my relationship started with Abby, Elizabeth, Megan, and Madison, four beautiful 

women now that were just teeny sixth-grade girls then.  It was my first day and I asked them if they 

would be my friends and they said yes.  So I started intentionally investing my life into theirs, helping 

them figure out who God made them to be, and what does it look like to live a life like Jesus would 

want us to live.  Then I encouraged them to go out to their school, their community, their jobs and 

their friends and make Jesus' name known.  Well they did, and now today, Abby, Elizabeth, Megan, 

Madison, Annika, Roan, Eva, Harley, Grace, Gabby, Maddie, Taylor, Shandrika, McKenna, Nikki, 

Alyssa, Brooke, Hailey, Carolyn, Hannah, and many more are in process of becoming complete in 

Christ.  That's amazing!  And I can't take all the credit for that; a lot of people invested into these 

lives.  But look what God did when we're just a little bit intentional with making His name known.   

 

Now you can all leave today like I did, looking at Tim with the spider in his hair, stuck in fear, saying 

and doing nothing, or we can realign ourselves with the mission here at Berean, and we can glorify 

God by seeking to present every person complete in Christ.  Thank you. 

 

Video: 

 

Mike:  Going to church was good.  You know that's something good, but I had the feeling like 

there's got to be something more that I could be doing.  I was working pretty much all 

the time; like every other week I was out of town.  When I was in town, I'd get home 

pretty late, you know, 7:30 - 8:00.  My time with the family and the kids was pretty 

limited.  Our marriage was definitely pushed.   

 

Jodi:   Our marriage got to the point that, if we didn't decide to take the journey to the next 

level in a positive direction, we were going to lose our marriage and it would affect our 

kids ultimately too.   

 

Mike:   We hadn't been going to church a lot and we kind of made the decision that we were 

going to make it a number one priority to make it to church and that was going to be 

part of our lives. 
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Jodi:   It was a big leap that we were going to do this as a family, more than anything to grow 

in our faith as a family, and to have our kids grow with us.  I'm from a small town and 

a very small church, and so coming here was a little alarming to me, just to not see a 

familiar face or for nobody to really know who I was, but we kept coming back and 

forth, just kind of trying out new things.  Once we did the Discovery class, then we kind 

of saw the different aspects and what the church really meant and what it stood for.  

Barb Harms came in and talked to the class about serving and what it meant to serve.  

She talked about the different areas, and she just kept saying, "Children's ministry!"  

And....yeah....no...hah!  Like, I'm a hairstylist; I'm not a teacher.  Neither of us felt 

qualified for that, but we did a lot of praying about where we were supposed to be and 

where God wanted us to be.   

 

 I'd signed my son up for VBS.  I thought if I was dropping him off and picking him back 

up, that probably a good thing for me to do is to serve.  So I decided to contact the 

church and help that year.  Those kids that week gave me something that I never 

expected.  Now I know what it was—I didn't at the time—but I know that that was the 

Holy Spirit working through my heart, giving me that push that I was capable of 

helping in children's ministry because the excitement that those kids brought, changed 

my outlook on life, my marriage and I was excited for this new journey that I was on.  

 

Mike:   I definitely knew I needed to serve somewhere, but I had no idea what.  Jodi brought up 

the children's ministry thing and I said, "You'd be great at that!"  I saw what VBS did 

for her and how she loved that, and I knew right away that would be a perfect fit for 

you.  And then she said, "Well, Barb thinks maybe we could do it together!"  (laughter)  

I didn't know about that. I think I told her, “I'll think about it.  I'll entertain the idea.”  I 

had a lot of drive time so I was praying about it.  Finally it was like, “Why not?  Why 

not try it?  What's the worse that's going to happen?”  I told her, “I'm in,” and there 

we go!  We're off to our first Sunday!  (laughter)  I didn't feel like the kids would 

connect with me or anything.  What do I have to offer these kids, you know?  I 

completely forgot that I was that age at one time and I went through the same things 

that they're going through. 

 

Jodi:   We didn't know what we were exactly signing up to do, but we left with excitement and 

that fulfillment in our hearts, with the Holy Spirit walking beside us.  You know, if we 

weren't qualified we'd find it somewhere; we'd find the answers that we needed.  We 

both kind of knew that this was it, and this was where we belonged.  And now we're 

three years later and we're still as excited as we were that first day.  The rewards have 

been so much greater than the fears or the concerns that we'd had.  I see the excitement 

that these kids have when they're walking down the hall and they're yelling at Mike that 

they're going to have a rematch of air hockey.   

 

Mike:   If you rewind back to my first day going in, I would have never seen that.  If you'd 

shown me all that then, I would have signed up right away.   

 

Jodi:   On the way home, we would ask each other, “How was your table?” “ How was 

yours?”  And now those conversations that had been dead before...we're talking and 

we're doing this together, and it just kind of jump starts our week. 

 

Mike:   For me, I can't imagine, now, not serving. 
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Jodi:   Even though Mike does concrete and I'm a hairstylist, there are qualities that we each 

have that make us who we are, and we needed to just bring ourselves to the table and 

basically it was just us being ordinary people doing what God has called us all to do! 

 

Bryan Clark: 

 

If you think of physical health, you think in terms of diet and exercise.  You don't really think about 

spiritual health the same way.  So the diet—the food we eat—is learning what the Bible teaches and 

these biblical truths.  The exercise is service, and it's really important to remember service isn't 

something you do after you're all grown up spiritually.  Service is what you need to do to get the 

exercise you need to grow spiritually.  It's a part of the process.  Your growth is always going to be 

limited unless you connect and serve somewhere.  So this weekend the halls are filled with booths 

that represent ministries at Lincoln Berean.  There are so many opportunities, so many ways you can 

serve.  I really encourage you to stick around and check those out. 

 

Last January we cast a vision for, together as a church, building a Habitat for Humanity house, and 

thought you'd want to see a little update, so check this out: 

 

Video: 

 

Man 1:  We're really excited to announce that this spring we'll be partnering with Habitat for 

Humanity to build a house for a family who doesn't currently have a house.  You 

know, a lot of us have had that opportunity to have a first home and to raise our 

family and make special memories in a house, so we just wanted to be able to provide 

that for a family here in Lincoln who doesn’t have the opportunities that we had. 

 

Man 2:   We're going to build a house for Anna and her four kids right here on the church 

grounds, and it will start in April. It will take about three months here on the grounds 

and then we'll move the house to its actual location.  So when it comes to the build this 

spring, the biggest challenges are going to be for us first to raise the money we need. 

We need $90,000 to fund this project.   

 

Man 1:  And even if you're not a handyman, we need all kinds of different people to make this 

work.  We need people to raise money.  We need people to help the construction 

people.  We need people to make lunches and serve food, so there's an opportunity for 

everyone to participate. 

 

Woman:  Habitat's mission is seeking to put God's love into action.  So if our mission as a 

church is to seek to present every person complete in Christ, it does completely go 

along with Habitat and their mission of what they're doing here in our community.  It's 

going to feel really good to be able to pass that on now to Anna and have her create 

those memories with her young children, and for us as a church to step up to the plate 

and be the hands and feet of Jesus to meet that need for her.   

 

Bryan Clark: 

 

So thanks to everybody that got involved in that, whether you were giving money or involved in the 

build or the food or whatever. It really was a great experience for us together as a church, and we are 

super excited about how that all went. 
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Back in 2010 we introduced a concept we called a Decade on Purpose which had a handful of 

initiatives that we were going to work on.  But really the heart and soul was to kind of encourage 

everybody to frame the next ten years—the decade—and what would be the things that would matter 

to you?  What are the things you need to live for, to make sure that you spend the decade living for 

the things that matter?    

 

As a part of that discussion I made the comment that I thought this was probably my last decade in 

this role as senior pastor at Lincoln Berean.  That was in 2010.  In 2013 I had my second open-heart 

surgery, kind of affirmed for me that is the best plan.  So, just kind of want to update you, that is 

currently the plan.  We've begun talking about that as an elder board, somewhere in 2020-ish I plan to 

transition out of this role; somebody else will transition into the role, and we'll continue to move 

forward, full speed ahead.  I may stay around in some role here, or Patty and I may move on.  We're 

just kind of open to whatever God has for us.  I really can't make that call right now. 

 

But a couple of details related to that that I think are important:  One, it's really important to 

understand this has been my initiative.  This is not the elders kind of pushing me along.  This is not 

the staff inviting me to leave.  This is me, kind of accessing my own story, and trying to make a 

decision that I think is in the best interest of the church—so this has definitely been my initiative.  

The second thing would be: we don't believe that whoever that person is to take my role is currently 

on the staff.  I get asked that question a lot.  We have a fabulous staff; I just love these guys—so 

much talent and giftedness—but in terms of the gift mix necessary for this particular role, we don't 

feel like that person is on staff.  So we're in the process of seeking and trying to figure out who that 

is.  We don't know who it is, and that would be a good thing to pray about; we're trusting God for 

that.  The third—and this would be very important to me—is that you understand I'm not burned out.  

I think I live my life with a really healthy rhythm.  I'm as passionate and excited about the vision and 

ministry of Lincoln Berean as I've ever been.  There are just some realities to my physical health.  

Those affect my energy.  It's a demanding role—six days a week—a lot of hours, and at some point I 

just won't have the energy to give to it anymore. I really want to make a decision that I think is in the 

best interest of Lincoln Berean.  With young leadership, young vision, young energy, to continue to 

move things forward, I'm absolutely convinced that the best days for Lincoln Berean are yet ahead of 

us, and I feel like part of my responsibility is to set the table in order to help make that possible.  So 

that's kind of where we're at as we get closer to that time. We'll put something on the website that will 

be able to keep you posted to where we are and what the progress is and what you can be praying 

about, but that's just a little bit of an update there. 

 

Part of the decade gave birth to Iglesia Berea, so I'm really happy to introduce to you one of our staff 

members, Pastor Mario, who pastors that church and also is involved in a lot of ministry out to our 

community. 

 

Mario Navarro: 

 

Good morning, my name is Mario Navarro and I'm the pastor of Iglesia Berea. Thank you.  On behalf 

of our congregations, I give you greetings.  That's not the only area where I serve here at Lincoln 

Berean.  I'm also involved in the pastoral care and local outreach, and basically that's what I wanted 

to talk to you about.  Our team has been praying and asking God for a vision about what we can do in 

our city—in our local outreach—and we have identified five key areas where all of you could serve.  

One of them is the neighborhood, or the workplace, and serve those areas with purpose.  Remember 

that one of our core values here at Lincoln Berean is "Each one, reach one."  So we are already doing 

that.    
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We're looking at three other areas.  One of those is target neighborhoods outside of our comfort zone.  

One of those areas is the Near South.  We already have great connections in these areas with two 

schools, one of them being McPhee, and another Lincoln High.  So those are areas where many of 

you can serve as volunteers.  Number four, we have the immigrants and refugees and their 

communities.  If I would ask, “How many of you would like to go into missions outside of the United 

States,” I would see a lot of hands, most likely.  Why don't you start locally and build up that 

experience?  Remember, if you walk right through 27th Street, you're going to see stores and people 

from every part of the world.  So what we are seeing here is that the world has come to the Midwest, 

to Lincoln, Nebraska, and that is a fact.  There is a good book that you could read and it's called, 

"Welcoming the Stranger" by Matt Soerens.  I would recommend it.  

 

Why do people come here?  Many of them come because of war in their own countries.  I was born in 

Honduras, Central America, and I came here as a little kid.  Many of the people that are coming right 

now, they didn't have the privilege that I had, so they are fleeing their countries because of the gangs.  

The gang members, they go to your house and they say, "I need this house, and if you don't leave in 

forty-eight hours, you're going to get shot."  So guess what?  People are leaving their homes and their 

neighborhoods.  And somebody might say, “Well why don't they move to another city?”  It's the 

same there.  “Well, why don't they move to the neighboring country?”  The same there—and that's 

why you see a lot of people really, basically, running for their lives with their sons and daughters and 

their wives, leaving everything behind—and they have to come here with a whole different culture 

and different language.  It's not easy for them, so we should pray for these people.  As a church, we 

need to ask, “What can we do?”  And one of those is to serve and welcome the strangers.  So if you 

have a heart for missions, I invite you to that. 

 

Number five, we have at-risk children and youth and their families.  Maybe you know them; maybe 

you don't know, but one in five kids here in Lincoln lives in poverty.  So we want to help these 

families before they reach that stage.  We have been wondering: what might happen if we come 

together as a church with a common cause?  What if we focus our effort on these particular needs, 

and help the people in this city? 

 

Now outside of these doors there are booths so you can look for "Local Outreach" and you will get 

all the information that you need.  Jesus said these words (and I will end with this): For I was 

hungry and you gave me food.  I was thirsty and you gave me drink.  I was a stranger and you 

welcomed me.  I was naked and you clothed me.  I was sick and you visited me.  I was in prison 

and you came to me.  

 

Gracias.  Dios te bendiga. (Thank you. God bless you.) 

 

Kathy Hamm and Josh Luse: 

 

Kathy:  Good morning, my name is Kathy Hamm and I lead the Communications Team and the 

Guest Services Team here at Lincoln Berean. 

 

Josh:  And my name is Josh Luse and I'm the Connections Pastor here at Lincoln Berean.  We realize 

as we sit here this morning that God has been at work over the last several decades doing incredible 

things in and among our church.  We also realize that He's continuing that work and He invites us to 

join Him in that.  I'm reminded as I sit here every week, we have new people that join us for the first 

time at Lincoln Berean Church.  That may be you this morning.  If that's true, we are so glad you are 

here with us.  We also have people that are here that have joined in the last couple of weeks, some in 

the last couple of months.  Others of you have been with us for the last couple of years and then some 
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of you go all the way back to the living room where this church first began.  We realize that 

sometimes we just assume that with such a large church and so many things happening that you'll just 

naturally figure out how to navigate the complexities of a large church.  We realize that can be really 

challenging, so we'd like to talk for a few minutes about a clear, simple pathway on how to connect 

with one another and with the church. Kathy's going to share a bit of information about how you can 

find out what's happening, and I'll talk a little bit about communications.  So, Kathy, with so many 

things happening, how do I know what's going on and where can I find that information? 

 

Kathy:  Well, the best place is to start at our website.  If you click on our Happenings page, you can 

find all the details there that you need for classes or events that are coming up, and we're able to keep 

it updated fairly quickly.  Another place that I've been really excited to see you all connecting with is 

through our social media.  Our Facebook page has had so many different shares and comments.  I've 

seen people using Facebook in a positive way—that's been exciting—and we've recently had several 

videos that we've shared there and because you all were sharing it as well, we’ve reached twenty 

thousand people plus on several of our videos, so that's been very exciting. I also want to let you 

know that we are in the process of updating our website to make it even more user-friendly, so we're 

hoping that we'll be able to roll that out after the first of the year.  Also this booklet that you received 

when you came in today is a great resource for you.  The first half talks about what's happened 

here—as Josh was talking about—the incredible things that are going on around our church.  The first 

half of the book reflects on that, and I would encourage you to take time to reflect and see.  It makes 

us grateful when we see what God's been doing.  In the second half of the book is a list of all the 

classes and events that are going on in the next few weeks.  We wanted to make sure you had enough 

time to look over this list before the classes start in just a few weeks.  

 

Josh:  And then, Kathy, that's how I can find out information about what's happening.  What if I want 

to communicate back to the church?  How do I do that?   

 

Kathy:  Well besides e-mailing, which you can do from our website, or calling the church office, 

there's also a tear-off card that we put in the weekly bulletin.  It's not there this week because this 

booklet has taken the place of the bulletin, but, typically, every week there's a tear-off card.  You can 

give us prayer requests; you can ask questions, and we follow up on that regularly. 

 

Josh:  Excellent.  Also, we want to give you just a few first steps on how to navigate.  When you start 

looking through this book, you realize that there are TONS of opportunities that you can dive into 

and be a part of, to help you grow, so that can be really overwhelming.  We want to help by giving 

you a couple of first steps to get you started to navigating this path through so many opportunities.  

The first place that I encourage you with is in our Sections.  You can find information on that on page 

16, right in your book.  It's something new that's happening this year and we are so excited about it!  

We're actually going to spend next weekend unpacking what that looks like and how you can get 

involved, but it's going to be our way to make a large church feel smaller by working and getting 

opportunities to connect with the people right around you, in your section, where you sit—many of us 

every week.  And so we'll have more information about that next week, but that's a great place to start 

and a great place to keep looking for the section parties that will come along.  But another place to 

start—whether you've been here for fifty years and never been a part of this, or whether you've just 

joined us—is in our Discovery class.  Kathy, tell us about that. 

 

Kathy:  We have a class that's starting September 10th on Sundays.  We try to mix it up a little bit 

because we know people's schedules are different, so sometimes it's on Sundays, sometimes on 

Wednesdays.  The next one starts pretty soon, and so if you're new here and have not taken it, I 
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would encourage you.  As you heard in Mike & Jodi's piece, that was where they first got connected.  

It's only four weeks long, and it's a great way to find out what makes Lincoln Berean unique. 

 

Josh:  We encourage everybody to take a step in that direction.  As with any of these opportunities, if 

you'd like more information, or you want to know how you can get registered or connected, you can 

also go to the connecting point on the lower hallway here, and there are friendly people there that are 

ready to answer any questions for you.  So once we've been a part of our sections; we're connecting 

there; we've gone through Discovery, and we have information there, we also have some core classes 

that we feel are important for everybody to be a part of at some point in their journey as a church, and 

you'll find those on page 17.  You'll see that the Discovery class is there to start as an intro, and then 

there are some incredible classes offered this semester and next semester that you can jump into.  

Some of these classes are on Wednesday nights; some are on Sunday mornings.  So if you're a part of 

maybe even an existing life group or small group and you'd like to join one of these classes together, 

that can be a great opportunity.  You could register for the meal beforehand on Wednesdays, eat 

together, and come join in the class.  The classes will be interactive.  It's just some great stuff to help 

you continue on your journey, because we realize that we grow together—it takes relationships.  So if 

you're not a part of a smaller group or a ministry where you're sharing in those relationships, we'd 

encourage you to join into a life group as well.  On page 19, right in the very middle, you'll find 

information about our groups and Barb Harms' email.  New groups will be starting this semester.  

You can send her an email or stop by the booth after this service and let her know that you're 

interested.  That's a great way to continue in your growth with Jesus.  Another great way to grow is 

through serving together.  Kathy, can you share a little bit about that? 

 

Kathy:  Well, you've probably noticed that we place a high value on serving here at Lincoln Berean, 

and as has already been mentioned, the tables that are out in the foyer are for you to connect with. If 

you typically leave out the 200 level, I would encourage you to come down to the 100 level today and 

meet with the different people who are staffed there, who want to meet you, and are here to help you 

connect.  But if you don't leave out that door, we also have a booth on the top level. I'm calling it the 

everything booth, because that's where we're having someone on staff who can answer all your 

questions—at least we hope—so I hope that you will take the time to do that. But we also know 

everybody is on a different path, and maybe serving seems a little daunting right now.  We have 

people there who can just help you get connected.  We would love to meet you. 

 

Josh:  We are so excited to see what God has for us this year—with tons of opportunities.  We invite 

you to join in with us.  But before we go, we want to make an introduction to two new very key staff 

leaders on our Lincoln Berean team.  So I'm going to ask Brad and Rod if you guys would come on 

up here.  This church deeply values the next generation, and as a church we understand, we realize 

that young people—children, students—are not only the church of tomorrow, but they're a very 

important part of our church here today.  So we have two new staff members.  Right over here is 

Brad Van Genderen.  Brad's joined us this last year as our Pastor of Student Ministries and is 

responsible for all of the youth team and the ministries of kids 6th grade through 12th grade.  Brad is 

married to his wife Kris; he has a daughter in college, a daughter in high school and a son in middle 

school, so he understands this age and this dynamic.  He's going to be a great resource to lead us in 

our ministry for our students, so we're excited to have him and his family here joining us.  Also, we 

have Rod Zach here.  Rod has just joined us this summer as our Pastor of Children's Ministries.  You 

may have recognized him.  He's been here with his family for several years now, serving in children’s 

ministry.  He and his wife Barb have six kids, four grandkids, and one more on the way, so they're in 

an exciting period.  He's been involved with kids in a lot of different ways with education and comes 

with a ton of experience.  Brad has also been a part of youth ministry for some twenty years, so we 
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feel very blessed to have these guys join us in this area. I'd love to have you help us welcome them to 

the Lincoln Berean Team. (clapping) 

 

Video: (Individual stories start): 

 

Man 1:  I went to a Christian school through junior high and ended up in a public school in 

high school.  Fell in with the wrong crowd and for twenty years I lived a life of sex, 

drugs and Rock n Roll.   

 

Boy 1:   When I was five my parents got divorced, and it was really hard for me.  I remember 

feeling isolated and I would feel really lonely at school.  I felt like no other kids 

there could relate to me. 

 

Girl 1:   In fifth grade I ended a friendship that ended up being super unhealthy and I lost a 

lot of my friends.  My self-esteem was at an all-time low.  I don't know; it just felt 

like my world was kind of falling apart because I already didn't have a bunch of 

friends, and then the few I had kind of left me. 

 

Boy 2:   So a couple years back my dad was sent to prison for domestic violence and I 

thought the marriage was going to fall apart with my mom.  I just felt sad and asked 

God why would He allow this? 

 

Man 2:   I grew up in a Hindu family in India.  I was looking for meaning in life, looking for 

value.  I was afraid of letting my dad down, letting others down.  I was afraid of 

failure and I was looking for God, in the Hindu way, but I felt unfulfilled.  Something 

was lacking. 

 

Husband: One year out of college we were running hard for success.  I was a financial advisor 

and my wife was an engineer. 

 

Wife: Everything looked good from the outside, and we were headed towards great things.  

But in my heart, all I felt was anxiety, pressure, stress, and a lot of questions. 

 

Man 3:  So after twenty-one years I abruptly and unexpectantly lost my job, and I felt 

devastated.  I didn't understand how this could happen.  I thought I was trusting 

God, so how could this be? 

 

Man 4: Eight years ago my wife passed away with a blood clot, and not only did she pass 

away, but most of my life did too. 

 

Woman 1: Every night we'd fall asleep holding hands.  When my dear husband of sixty-eight 

years passed away, I felt lost and alone without him.   

 

Woman 2: I had made a real mess of my life.  I had told a number of lies to all the people that 

were closest to me. The fallout from that was I lost a house; I lost my husband; I lost 

a lot of friends along the way.  I was living in complete survival mode, honestly just 

paralyzed with shame and a lot of guilt. 

 

Woman 3: When I found out that my marriage was falling apart, I felt ashamed and lonely and 

betrayed.   
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Woman 4: I spent eighteen years in addiction using drugs, people, things, to fill an emptiness 

on the inside.  I eventually lost jobs, homes, my children, like I had an ache in my 

chest that nothing would take away. 

 

Woman 5: I was a senior in high school when I was sexually assaulted.  It led me on a lifetime 

journey of self-loathing and shame and guilt. 

 

Woman 6: I was raped and later had an abortion, and I felt absolutely numb.  I felt scared and 

I felt hopeless and I strongly doubted that God could ever love a person like me. 

 

(Individual story progress with same individuals): 

 

Man 1: The support that I found here is teaching me a better way to live. 

 

Girl 1: Things started to change when my mom sent verses with me to school every day, and 

that's really when I started making my faith my own.  Talyn, my small group leader, 

and the middle school youth group really encouraged me and loved me and I'm 

joyful and confident because of you. 

 

Man 4: I feel God brought me to this church.  The church got me into counseling and grief 

share and made me want to, you know, keep going.  If it wasn't for you, I don't know 

where I would have ended up. 

 

Woman 1: I'm just thankful for all the people in this church.  I have felt your caring and your 

love. 

 

Wife: This church just kept reminding us about the truth and how we're all part of 

something so much bigger than ourselves. 

 

Husband: So we decided to leave our careers and quit chasing after success and finally listen 

to what God wanted to do through our lives.   

 

Boy 1: Middle school youth group was a huge change for me.  You guys really helped me 

get through my insecurities and understand that God is with me through the whole 

way.  I also found out there are other people who went through the same thing that I 

went through. 

 

Boy 2:  So my dad got out of prison, accepted Christ, came back with my mom and I went 

through the youth ministry and you guys have shown me how to love others and 

know that God loves me, and I can trust Him. 

 

Woman 3: I got involved with Divorce Care and Singles’ Ministry and I was connected with an 

awesome spiritual caregiver who gave me what I needed to understand who Christ 

was and how He is so important in my journey.  I just want to thank all of you for 

coming along with me on this path and for giving me all the support and 

encouragement that I need to wake up every day and know that I am a person who is 

loved wholly and completely for who I am and am forgiven every step of the way.   
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Woman 4: Thank you for loving me where I was and thank you for welcoming me home.  God's 

given me a desire to pursue Him.  I've felt whole for the first time in a really long 

time. 

 

Man 3: I rediscovered a freedom that I maybe hadn't known since I was an early Christian, 

and that is the freedom there is in trusting God.  So many of you reached out to me 

and encouraged me through prayer and counsel and really just hanging out with me, 

and I'm very thankful for that. 

 

Woman 5: The women's ministry, this church, and this congregation have brought so much to 

my life.  It's given me hope and unconditional love and a sense of self-worth again. 

 

Man 2: I was looking for God.  What I found was that Jesus found me.  I would like to thank 

everyone here for how you've invested in me and in my family.  I'm not afraid 

anymore.  I know that I'm loved.  I know that I'm of value because God loves me. 

 

Woman 3: I am so thankful for a group of women here at Lincoln Berean that have walked with 

me through this process, who understand exactly what it feels like, who make me feel 

not alone, and who are there for every phone call I've ever made.  You have made 

this so that I can still get up every morning and I can still be a mom.  Thank you. 

 

Woman 6: When I started coming to this church, my soul was completely revived and that was 

through Spiritual Care and the community.  You gave me hope.  You renewed my 

faith, and you gave me my heart and soul back.  I didn't want to die; I really, really 

want to live.  Thank you so much!  And that's God...that's God! 

 

Bryan Clark: 

 

So powerful!  If that doesn't move you, you need to check your pulse. Fifteen people out of the 

darkness, into the light.  But we are reminded nobody makes it out of the darkness alone; we travel 

this path together.  God has granted me the privilege of presenting the truth of His Word that has 

been a part of changing these lives.  So I turn on my light, (individual flashlight is turned on) 'cause I 

am part of the story.  If you this morning have been connected with any of these people in any way, I 

invite you to turn on your light, 'cause you're part of the story. (Individual lights turn on all over the 

auditorium)  But it's more than that.  It isn't just contact directly; it takes everybody to make this 

work.  You mow the lawn.  You clean the toilets.  You sit in children's ministry at a table.  You're 

part of the nursery...serve in youth ministry...give money.  Whatever it might be, you're part of the 

story.  I encourage you to turn on your light. (More lights...) We are reminded that we are in this 

together.  We serve.  We sacrifice.  In moments like this we remember it is worth it!  No matter what 

it costs us, we constantly encourage ourselves to ultimately live for the things that matter.  What we 

offer you this morning is just the smallest glimpse of the return on your investment.  What we're 

talking about are people's lives that have been radically changed through the power of Jesus.  This 

morning, what we celebrate is...together...  

                   "This is our story.  This is our song.  Praising our Savior, all the day long." 

 

(Service closes with everyone singing that hymn 

and individual lights shining throughout the auditorium.) 

 


