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I Have Get To Do This 
Philippians 2:1-11 

Pastor Josh Luse 

 

I wanted to start off this morning and just tell you a story—it’s often easy to tell you a good story. 

It’s like when you get it right, you know.  When it makes you look good, we like to share those 

stories, but maybe at times it’s more honest to share a few of the stories when you don’t quite get it 

right—and this story happened in this room. It was a few months back, but some guy was up on 

stage and he told us to greet one another. What a jerk! I know...but it wasn’t me. I was in the back 

and, believe it or not, whenever I’m talking to people—I love people but people wear me out too— 

and so in those situations I’ve got to be praying like, “God, give me the motivation to talk to 

people,” because there are a lot of times when I just don’t want to. But when He gives me the 

motivation to do it, and I lean on Him for that, I meet such incredible people in here with such 

amazing stories—and that Sunday was no different.    

 

So, I’m talking with a few of the people right around me in our section and then I turn around and 

meet this woman that’s a couple of rows back and she says, “Josh, I saw you a couple of weeks ago 

in a coffee shop.” As she went on to share this, she said the name of the coffee shop and I went, 

“Oh, no!” because it was one of those shops that I haven’t been to a lot, so I remembered the exact 

morning that she was talking about.  It was one of those early mornings. I’d had a meeting; I was 

scooting off to the rest of the things of the day, heading back to church, and I think: should I stop 

and get something to eat or should I just keep going? So I had this dilemma going on in my mind. 

Last minute I turn into this place. As I go into the parking lot, I do the assessment that we all do (or 

at least that I do), and I look at the drive-thru line, and I judge how many cars are there. Then I peak 

in the window and I think of how many people are in there, and which spot I can go and get my 

stuff fastest, to get on with what I’ve got to do for the day. I decided it’s inside, so I park, I walk 

inside, and I’m one of a couple of people inside and I’m thinking, “Yes!” So I put my order in and 

then I’m waiting at the counter...and then as I’m waiting, I see the cars in the drive thru just 

continue to go through. And every car that goes through builds more angst inside of me, and I start 

getting frustrated because I’m saying, “What?! Am I not important here because I came inside?” As 

these cars continue to go through, I’m about to think, “Man, I should just leave,” but I’ve already 

paid, and I’m too stingy for that. So I’m waiting and thinking, “I ordered food; I should have just 

ordered coffee!” “Would somebody just get me my coffee?” And this is the same window that the 

woman behind me later on in the service comes through. And as she comes through, she spots me 

and recognizes me from church. And that week we had been talking and asking a question in our 

church of Who is your neighbor today? because we had studied the Good Samaritan. We realized 

that God is at work all around us all the time, and the neighbor is the one who enters into a 

relationship with someone and loves them and cares for them. As she sees me in there, she is 

reminded of this, and she just says a prayer, “God, would you help me to be ready for the neighbor 

today,” and she scoots off to work.  

 

Meanwhile I’m back inside, probably sitting there tapping my foot waiting for my order because 

life is all about Josh. I finally get my order, and I probably mumble, “Thank you,” because Jesus 

would have said thank you, and I walk out the door. As I’m walking out the door, this young 

employee comes flying in, in a panic. The kind of panic like, “Oh, I overslept; I’m late for work. 

My team is probably pulling double just to try to keep up with what I should be doing...probably 

causing them to fall behind...probably making angry customers that are just standing there.”  This 

whole story goes on in my mind and I think, “Oh, man, what an opportunity I just missed, where I 
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could have shown some love, some grace, some patience, and shown Jesus to the employees that 

were back there—but I missed it.” So I went out and went on with the rest of my day.  

 

Meanwhile, this other woman goes off to work and it’s a pretty normal work day. She gets to the 

end of it, and she’s packing up, finally ready to go home. She had a final appointment that day, but 

she’d been waiting half an hour and they still hadn’t showed up.  So as she’s getting ready to leave, 

one of the other team members pokes her head out and says, “Your client’s here.” So she’s got a 

decision to make. She could either pull a Josh and be like, “Yeah, we will reschedule; my time is too 

important; life’s about me,” and head out, or she can chose to sacrifice herself and still take this 

client—and so she does that. This woman comes in, sits down, and while she’s doing her hair she’s 

talking and the conversation turns from surface level to deeper things—the kind of conversation you 

read about in books or that movies are set around— because it goes straight to the heart. It’s about 

feeling valued and special, and feeling beautiful, and something happens dramatically in that 

moment where God is able to use this woman to care for and love this person in a normal day. You 

see, there are two ways to live in life, and one is to walk through life going: It’s about me; look out 

for number one; I’m just going to live as selfishly as possible. But there is another way, and Paul 

speaks this way. In fact it’s written about in all of Philippians, and we’re going to look at 

Philippians, Chapter 2 today.  If you want to join me, we’ll read it together. I’ll read verses 1 

through 11 to start us out. It says this:  

 

So if there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation 

in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, complete my joy by being of the same 

mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind. Do nothing 

from selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility count others more significant 

than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others. Have this mind among yourselves, which is also yours in Christ 

Jesus, who, though He was in the form of God, did not count equality with God a 

thing to be grasped, but He emptied himself, by taking the form of a servant, and 

being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human form, He humbled 

himself by becoming obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross. 

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above 

every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 

earth and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the 

glory of God the Father. (*ESV Philippians 2:1-11)  

 

Would you pray with me? 

 

 God, we come here this week, not just as a habit or as a routine or something that we 

always do. God, we come this week because we want to gather together as Your church 

because there are incredible people that we want to connect with this morning. God, not 

only that, but we gather here because we want to hear from You. We want to hear from 

Your Word. God, we want our hearts to be soft and to be open so that when You speak, we 

are ready to listen. But not just that, Father, we don’t want to just hear it, we want to live 

it; we want to do it. So, right now as a collective body, God, we ask that You speak to us 

and give us the courage to follow You in obedience. We pray this in Your name, Amen.  

 

As we jump into the middle of Philippians, it’s important to know a little bit of what we are 

jumping into. So Paul is writing to the ancient church of Philippi, and there’s a lot of opposition 

happening at that point. In fact he himself is stuck in prison, and he is, first of all, writing to thank 

them because this church has rallied behind him and helped him—and that’s no small task back in 
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this day. But not only that, he’s also writing in the first chapter that he’s a little troubled because 

apparently there’s some kind of disagreement between a couple of women in the church. I think one 

of them posted some snarky comment on the other’s Instagram, and it just went from there. It was 

probably something absolutely nothing like that, but there’s some kind of tension that’s happening 

within the church. So he’s reminding them of a couple of things, first of all, who they are, but not 

just who they are, but also he’s reminding them of how to live, and not only that but how to live 

together, ‘cause it’s so key. In fact, one of his pillar statements comes out in the first chapter, verse 

21, where he says, “For to me to live is Christ.” Life is about Jesus. There’s another way to live!  

 

As we start into chapter 2, it starts with the word So or maybe your translation says Therefore. 

Whenever we see therefore, it’s important to stop and realize that what we are reading is linked to 

something that was just before it. So to get the context of what we’re going into, we have to 

understand what’s just come through. He starts this thought in Chapter 1, verse 27:  Only let your 

manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ. Right now they’re facing opposition; there is 

internal tension, and yet in all of this he tells them to, “Live a worthy life.” Worthy of what? What 

does worthy mean? When I think of worthy, I think of worth. I think of value. I think of a price tag. 

If I purchase something and bring it home, how do I assess its worth? Well, one of the ways I look 

at it is, “Am I using this for what it was created for?” If I continue to use it for what it was for, then 

it’s worth something to me. It’s valuable. But worth is also oftentimes found in a price tag. You and 

I have both. We’ve all purchased something, brought it home, and it’s broken or it’s not what was 

promised or delivered or whatever the reason. We just say, “That was not worth what I paid for it.” 

Anybody been there? Yes, so we also assess it on the value. If we get something, we want it to be 

worth what we paid for it. Paul’s asking them a very important question to keep thinking of, and it’s 

true for you and me also. “Am I living a life worthy of Jesus dying for me?” Talk about a price 

tag—it’s incredible!  

 

From there he goes into chapter 2, saying now you’ve got life in Christ, So if there is any 

encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any participation in the Spirit, any affection 

and sympathy...these statements sound like a question because he’s asking if, but they’re actually 

true statements that, if you were to ask, it’s kind of this no brainer. He’s lobbing softballs—you 

know it’s true. It’s like saying if your name is Josh; I’d say, “It is.” If you live in Lincoln; I’d say, 

“Yup, it’s true,” and he goes on with these questions, only way more profound. So we could 

honestly change out that if for the word since. Since there is encouragement in Christ, comfort 

from love—what love? God’s love—any participation in the Spirit—or your translation might 

say—fellowship, it’s this common sharing. He’s telling them not only is this true of what you have 

in God—you have an incredible encouragement comfort, love, sympathy and affection—but he’s 

also telling them that there’s this participation; there’s this intimate relationship that the Holy 

Spirit provides that’s true with each other! It’s true of the church, so often God shows His tangible 

encouragement through the church. He shows His love through us. He shows His comfort through 

us and His affection and His sympathy. So there’s a relational thread that’s running through all of 

this. He’s saying if this is true, then what? Verse 2: ...complete my joy by being of the same mind, 

having the same love, being in full accord and of one mind.  

 

Now something sounds really familiar with this. As I read through it, I’m thinking I’ve heard this 

before because it was also present just before his therefore, in that context. In fact, in verse 27 if 

you look back, he’s reminding them that he wants them to continue standing firm in one Spirit with 

one mind, striving side by side, for the faith of the gospel. You see the unity that continues to be 

a value to him in this chapter. 
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It’s important to understand that unity is not uniformity. Uniformity tells me to check my mind at 

the door, to fall in line, and there’s outside pressure from somebody to follow what they are asking 

me to do. Unity is not that at all. Unity is mindful. In fact, in verse 2 he’s telling us to have the same 

mind...being of the same mind. It’s not that I don’t think through things. It’s because with my 

mind and my beliefs, I can engage in something incredible—but the unity is not something I seek 

after. Unity is a byproduct. It’s something that comes from something else. What’s that byproduct 

from? It’s from pursuing Jesus in His truth, in His mission. When we enter into that together, we 

have incredible unity that starts to come through, and when Paul’s urging them through these first 

couple of sentences, he’s urging them with this gentle spirit. It’s coming across from this guy that 

loves this church. He’s not there to beat them over the head with a club and say, “Guys, this is what 

you have to do.” He’s saying, “No, no, guys, I love you. This is what Jesus has done. This is what 

we get to do.”  

 

It reminds me of 2 Corinthians 5:14-15. It says for Christ’s love compels us.  It doesn’t beat us. It 

doesn’t bully us. It compels us because we’re convinced. We believe it. It’s our common beliefs that 

one died for all therefore all died; and He died for all that those who live should no longer live for 

themselves but for Him who died, for them who was raised again. (*NIV) Again, it’s that gospel.  

 

So he’s rallying them together in what it means to live together, to have this same mind, same 

beliefs, but also he says, “Have the same love.” What’s interesting to note is he doesn’t say love the 

same things. It’s not that I try to use my love through Christ out. It’s that Christ’s love comes 

through me and that’s really important to remember ‘cause my love runs out, and it runs out fast. 

But he’s telling them to have the same love—God’s love—and being in full accord.  Now the core 

root word of cord is where we get our English word heart. So if I hear the word discord, it gives me 

the picture of my heart is a-part. Our hearts are a-part. But if I hear the word accord, it’s our hearts 

are together. There’s a harmony; there’s a unity, and it comes through what we’ve just been talking 

about. It comes through that united purpose which he speaks of in one mind. Unity is natural in 

relation to the gospel, but unity doesn’t come naturally. Unity takes mindful, intentional pursuit, and 

if I’m not ready to have that mindful intentional pursuit, not only am I not contributing to unity, but 

I’m taking from it. He goes on to talk through what that looks like in the next couple of verses. 

 

Verse 3: Do nothing from selfish ambition or vain conceit.  Now when I hear and read through 

this, I want to go, “Whoa...wait, Paul; Paul, that’s a big word,” because in our house if we are in a 

conversation and we hear never or always or nothing, we have to pause the conversation to remind 

each other that those are big words. If I hear, “I always have to clean the dishwasher,” then I say, 

“Okay, wait, are you sure you always have to, or do other people do it as well?” Or if I hear, “You 

never listen.” Might be true—I don’t know—but if I hear that I say, “That’s a big word. Are you 

sure I never listen? There might be sometimes where I listen.” Or I hear, Do nothing from selfish 

ambition,” and I say, “Paul, wait...wait...whoa...that’s a big word! That’s pretty comprehensive. 

Are you sure?” But it’s so easy for us to hear this and say, “Okay, do nothing out of selfish ambition 

and conceit. Okay, I got that; let’s move on.” But I don’t think we can move on quite so fast 

because he’s getting at something at the core and the heart, and God does some incredible things to 

start to illuminate what it looks like in our hearts.  

 

I want to give you a little illustration of how God started working through this in my heart, and I’ve 

asked some friends to help me out. Alex and Machelle, would you guys please come up here? So, 

Alex is going to represent me in this illustration; Machelle is going to represent my wife Julie. Early 

on when I was a single guy, I had a lot of time. I had some money, not a lot, but I could do different 

things. I could serve people and then I could go back and do whatever I wanted. I felt like I wanted 

to follow Jesus, but there was still some core, root, selfish things that were embedded in my heart 
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that were harder to see. What’s incredible is I met Julie, and we started dating, and I realized I 

wanted to marry this girl. So, Alex, will you put this on for me here. (suit coat) Thanks, and a 

wedding dress was hard to find on short notice, so we’ll just use this (white robe)...excellent! Now, 

at our ceremony the pastor started to say that we are one, so could you guys put your arms together. 

(Binds their arms together with duct tape) And he’s says that we’re one not only together but that 

we’re one in Christ. (More duct tape) We’re going to make this marriage real sound here. (laughter) 

There we go. So, I’m in this marriage.  (I used to like go on a date; then I’d go home, and I didn’t 

see all the implications of my selfishness.)  But now I’m married, and I go home and she’s there, 

and she’s always there, (laughter) so what I do continues to impact her constantly so I can’t really 

get away from it. I remember one time I came home—we’re newly married—and she’s done the 

laundry—her laundry and my laundry. She’s in the living room and she’s folding it. I walk in and 

see it, and I kind of have this smile on and walk over and say, “Oh!” And she’s says, “What’s 

wrong?” and I said, “You folded it wrong.” (laughter) Now it’s not like there’s only one way to fold 

laundry, right? Wrong! There is only one way to fold laundry, (laughter) and I was really precise 

about it. So I actually started picking up some of my shirts and refolding them the right way. I 

know...I’m in here now too...thinking about it...and it started showing me like, “Josh, what’s going 

on? These are selfish things, and in this I’m starting to hurt her feelings. She’s loving and serving 

me, and I don’t accept it.” All these things started coming out, and through us being together, I 

started to see like my heart. I can’t hide from it.  

 

Finally I got to the spot where I’m like, “Okay, God, I think I’ve got this. I think I rooted out that 

selfishness.” He’s like, “Okay, you want to go another level?” and I’m like, “I don’t know…” and 

then this comes along... (laughter) (Duct tape a baby doll in Alex’s arms) Now what’s amazing is: 

This is an alarm clock. I thought that there were certain inalienable rights that were just given to 

everyone in life like sleep. “God, I’ll give you everything, but sleep! Come on now!” (laughter) But 

this alarm clock was like one of those fun alarm clocks that would go off whenever it wanted to, 

and you never knew when it was going to go off. And so, am I going to get two hours of sleep or 

three or none? I don’t know. And when it goes off, you can’t really shut it off. (You can, but you 

shouldn’t.) (laughter) So God starts to show me some different things, and He says, “Let’s take this 

another layer beyond,” and number two comes along. (Duct tape next baby doll on Alex’s upper 

arm) Now I know all the women in the room are like, “Josh…yeah…you think you’re doing this? 

Right…yeah….” I get that. I know... I know. So from my selfish perspective, my wife’s doing so 

much, and I’m still the guy thinking like this. So after number 3, (duct tape third baby doll on 

Alex’s shoulder), I’m saying, “Okay, these things kind of depend on you to live, for comfort, for 

love, to change their diapers, for food...  Now, the incredible thing is that as God’s doing this, He’s 

starting to work in my heart and showing me, “Josh, you can’t just say these things. You have to 

live these things.” Now my parents—they had eight of these! (laughter) Yeah, no, we’re stopping 

there.(laughter) (They’re the most unselfish people you’ll ever meet.) But God starts to do 

something in my heart to show me, “Josh, this isn’t something you talk about; this is something you 

live out.”  Give it up for Alex and Machelle as they leave the stage. Thank you so much. (Clapping) 

 

See, when Paul’s talking about this, he’s not suggesting it in a way that we just glance at it and skip 

over. Paul says it this way—and don’t miss this— “God is not in a battle with you over your 

behavior. There’s a much more fundamental battle—and it’s for the thoughts and motives of your 

heart.” Are you living with an unselfish heart? Ask yourself a few questions: Do you use others to 

get what you want? Would others describe you as being controlling? Do others often inconvenience 

you? Are you irritated easily by other people? Do you often find that your feelings get hurt by what 

people do or don’t do? They didn’t invite you to something; you heard about it; rather than taking 

the unselfish route and inviting others, you felt hurt. See, I can see this show up at times in my 

service. I go on and help somebody and when they don’t respond the way that I wanted them to; 
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they don’t validate me the way I wanted, I get frustrated and realize, “Man, even in my service, I’m 

serving selfishly.” When he’s talking about selfish ambition, he’s talking about putting others aside 

so that you can get ahead. He’s also talking about living without regard for anybody else. I can also 

go through my days, not intentionally pushing people out, but not even thinking about other people 

right around me—and I miss it.  

 

Not only that, he talks about conceit. Your translation might say vain conceit or empty conceit. It 

literally means glory starved. What’s incredible is: I think about those people, and you’ve met them. 

They get on the team or get that position, or whatever, and they didn’t deserve it. It was because of 

their parents or because of who they knew or whatever politics were involved. As they get that spot, 

they just start to brag about it, and everybody in the room is sitting there going, “Are you kidding 

me?” Rolling their eyes like they have no grounds to brag about anything because they didn’t do 

anything to get that, but they’re starved for this glory. As they’re talking about how awesome it is, 

everybody sees that it’s an empty glory. The thing is: they will never be satisfied with it because 

that glory wasn’t made for us. It’s meant for someone else.  

 

He goes on to show us what it should look like. He says ...but in humility count others more 

significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to the 

interests of others.” You’ve probably heard humility described as not thinking less of yourself but 

thinking of yourself less. Humility is an inner fullness. I’ve found who I am, so I don’t have to try to 

get another’s glory. I can be content with who I am. It’s rooted somewhere more foundational, so 

that glory can be redirected to the one who deserves it. Something else: you can’t think of others as 

more significant if you think of yourself as insignificant. It’s worth stopping for a second because 

there are those in this room, for whatever reason in your past, you still struggle. You think, “I’m 

worthless. I have no value. God can’t use me.” When Jesus looks at you, He sees you with the eyes 

of value that has no price tag. You’re too valuable. When Jesus looks at you, He sees something He 

has created and loves, and He says, “You are valuable.” He says, “I love you; you are significant; 

you are awesome!” And until I believe that truth, I can’t go on to serve others because it will all 

circle back to me. As long as I find my significance in what I accomplish, or I see it in my failures; 

as long as I find my significance in all my stuff, or I see it in my mistakes, I’m not going to be able 

to serve others. I’m going to be living in this loop that comes back to me and my selfishness.  

 

As a church, we long to walk beside each other, to remind each other of the truth that your value is 

found in Christ alone. Maybe for you, after the service, you need to talk to somebody and tell them, 

“Hey, I need help. I need somebody to remind me of my value.” Maybe stop into one of the 

spiritual care spots and let them know that because you can’t do this alone. It’s impossible. You 

have to have others in church walk beside you. That’s why we’re a body; that’s why we work 

together. But not only that, Paul says, “It’s not like I’m so humble I’m not thinking about myself.” 

He says, “Let each of you look not only to his own interests,” so I am in a spot where I take care 

of myself but that enables me to find my significance in Christ so I can take care of others as well. 

There’s a humility that pours out into a beautiful love, and then from here he goes on to something 

incredible!  

 

In verse 5 he says, Have this mind among yourselves, which is also yours in Christ Jesus. When 

he’s saying have this mind, it’s like he’s using a phrase like your friend did something, and you’re 

trying to figure out why in the world he did it, and you ask him, “What did you have in mind when 

you were doing that? What were you thinking? Why did you do that?” ‘cause you’re wanting to 

understand the motive, the heart behind the action that came out. So he’s about to tell us something 

incredible because all through the New Testament we find Jesus’ actions constantly, like what He 

did. We see these tangible pieces and things that He did, but for a second Paul is going to pull back 
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the curtain and say, “Come take a look at this,” and we are going to go inside the mind of Christ and 

see why he did what he did. But it’s not just so that I can know, so I can be more in the loop. He 

says ...Have this mind among yourselves...because it’s something that you have. He says, “It’s 

yours in Christ.” As a church, when you trust Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior, you have this  

mind. So he’s telling you it’s true. “You have it. Come ask Me to help you live this out because it’s 

true of you.”  

 

What is this mind? He goes on to say in this transition—you might notice it in some of your Bibles 

that the structure changes. It changes into this beautiful ancient hymn, or some people believe that 

maybe it was a poem that Paul had written. It says ...who, though He was in the form of God, did 

not count equality with God a thing to be grasped. Now Augustine tells us something really 

incredible and I want to share a little bit of it because all throughout this chapter you’re finding the 

Trinity spread everywhere. Now you will never find the word Trinity, but you see mention of God 

the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit interwoven throughout it all, and Augustine told us 

this: “If God were not a Trinity, then His love would be a very dangerous love.” Here's why: If God 

had not existed in the Trinitarian form, God would have never experienced love until He created His 

creation. And He would have created us to get love, and whenever I go into a relationship to get or 

out of a need for something, I enter into it in a very toxic way. That wasn’t true of Jesus at all...of 

God at all. Jesus, God the Father, and the Spirit had such an incredible harmony and unity. They 

shared an incredible relationship and loved so much that they wanted to give it; they wanted to offer 

an invitation to us to join into this love together. It’s in this incredible stance and posture they have 

that he says...though He [talking about Jesus] was in the form of God, did not count equality 

with God a thing to be grasped.”  

 

When it says He, it’s talking about Jesus entering into this form. When we think of form, we often 

think of outward appearances, and there’s a Greek word for that sx�̅�ma or as I would say it, schema. 

It talks about this outward appearance, but the word that is used here is morph�́�, and morph�́� speaks 

to the essence, to the being, to the very nature of something. So it’s telling us that Jesus, having the 

nature of God, did not consider equality a thing to be grasped, but He emptied Himself, taking on 

the morph�́� of a servant. Now I think of this as pretty incredible because, okay, if I’m going down 

there, I’m at least going to take on the form of a billionaire, right? —got to do it as good as I can 

while I’m down there, or maybe a president or maybe a king. But He comes as a servant, as a bond 

slave—the lowest form—because His significance is rooted in something more than just other’s 

appearance or their validation. It gives us this picture as we read through this. It would literally be 

Jesus, being God, also became human. He didn’t exchange one for the other. Both were very true, 

and how all this kenosis comes together blows our minds. There are discussions that go for miles 

and miles about that.   

 

But the perspective that we find in here is incredible ...being born in the likeness of men. And 

being found in human form, He humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 

death, even... —What? Death in His sleep? Even a quick death? It says, ...even death on a cross. 

What’s amazing here is that Jesus deserves all the credit, all the glory, and yet I get all the credit for 

the cross. When he sees me standing in that living room doing this ridiculous spectacle of 

selfishness, He says, “Josh is awesome; Josh is righteous. He gets the credit. I’ll take that 

ridiculousness on Myself.” When He sees me at the coffee shop just pulling this selfishness card 

again, He says, “Josh is awesome. Josh gets the credit. I’ll take this Myself.” Jesus goes to the cross 

and He gets everything I deserve, and He gives me everything He deserves. Talk about that posture! 

Who wouldn’t want to join with a God like that? And he goes on, Therefore God has highly 

exalted Him and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name...and for a few people 

who think, “Okay, as long as I serve and I do that, God will then give me something.” No, you’re 
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still missing it. Jesus did all this without any expectation, just in complete obedience, but yet God 

exalts Him ...and bestowed on Him the name that is above every name so that at the name of 

Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue 

confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.” 

 

So where do we go from here? We can just keep talking about this guy up front. He’s talked about it 

forever now. We could go away from here, have lunch, keep talking about it. We can talk about this 

all throughout the week, but what if we, instead of talking about it, talked to God about it? What if, 

instead of just talking about it, we lived it, because I know that there are people all throughout this 

church that are living this story? I have a friend in this church that has intentionally moved to 

another part of the city—a little more difficult part of the city—to join Jesus in what He’s doing 

there in that neighborhood. I have another friend that started going around the whole block and 

handing out invitations to a brunch. She had six ladies show up for her first brunch. She’s pouring 

into them, not just looking at her own interests; she’s looking at their interests too, and through this 

she’s continued to develop relationships. She’s been able to share the hope of the gospel, just in the 

last several months. I have another friend that’s taken a homeless man into their home to live with 

them. I have another friend that’s seen her chair not only as a place to do hair but as a place to serve 

and care for the heart. I’ve heard of another group of guys—I haven’t even gotten a chance to talk 

to them about it yet—that have been coming early to the services here and they’ve been praying for 

their section and wanting to reach out and talk to them—and it’s awesome!  

 

So our tendency in these moments is to hear these stories and go, “Okay, that’s what I’ve got to do,” 

trying to duplicate that. But what I’m asking you to do instead is to take a moment and say, “God, 

what do You want me to do? What does this look like for me?” And maybe some of us are in a spot 

where we say, “You know what? I want to do that; I just don’t really want to do that but, God, I 

wish I would.” We’ve all been in that spot where Jesus calls us. “Yes, come to Me,” and say, “God, 

I want to want to do that. Will you give me that desire?” He’ll give you that desire because it comes 

from His heart, not your own. There are others in this room that say, “Yes, I want to do that, and I 

even think I know some people that I could pour my life into, but I just don’t know how to do that.” 

He’ll help you there as well if you say, “God, give me the step. God, I’m going to wait for You. I’m 

going to look for You. You show me what I’m supposed to do.” But it takes mindful, intentional, 

pursuit and so maybe for you it would start right here in this room.  

 

As you leave today, by the exit doors you’ll find one of these magnets that you can pick up. The 

reason we put these out there is both for a reminder—because I can live my days so selfishly, and I 

need things to help remind me—but also it’s so I can be intentional, be mindful, so I can really think 

about it. Maybe for you it starts right here in this room. If we can’t love and pour ourselves into 

each other here, how can we do it out there? So maybe for us it’s thinking through: what are some 

ways that I can love and care for and pour my life into, and put my selfishness aside for people right 

here. Maybe it’s continuing to learn that name. Maybe it’s asking them over to your house for a 

meal so you can learn more about their story. Maybe it’s bringing them coffee next week rather than 

sitting there going, “Somebody bring me my coffee.” I don’t know what it is for you, but maybe 

there’s someone here that God can use to do incredible things. But this is what I do know: What 

He’s going to ask you do will be impossible for you to do by yourself because you cannot do it 

without God, and you cannot do it without His church. That’s how He’s created it. I think He 

created it that way so that we could give Him all the glory when it happens.  
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Father, I pray that You would continue to soften our hearts to hear from You, and how You 

want us to follow You in this life. God, we realize it’s not something You’re standing there, 

ready to beat us over the head with if we don’t do it. It’s something You’re inviting us into. 

God, we want to follow You. God, we know that unity in Your church is so important. God, 

unify us together in mission as we pour ourselves out, as we lay ourselves aside and we 

love sacrificially both each other in the unity we have here and the rest of the people in the 

city of Lincoln. God, would you use our love to be something that attracts people to You. 

God, would You root out that selfishness and the intentions that we have for ourselves and, 

God, would You continue to remind us everyday of the mission we’re on so we don’t miss 

it. Jesus, thank You for who You are, and what You’ve invited us into. We love You. We 

pray this in Your name, Amen.  
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