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The story of David is kind of a classic rags-to-riches story—from a shepherd boy to a mighty king 

over an empire. This is the David we fell in love with, but now the story is going down the backside 

of the mountain.  It's a story of heartache and disappointment and it raises two questions:  One is: 

what happened?  And the second is: how do we make sure it doesn't happen to us?  That's what we 

want to talk about.  If you have a Bible this morning, turn with us to 2 Samuel, Chapter 16.  We're 

going to do this a little differently this morning.  It's a short chapter; the storyline is fairly 

straightforward.  Often times in these narratives I make some sort of a passing comment about all 

the hints and clues and things buried in the text that help us understand the writer's intent and the 

application, but usually I say there's just not time to go into all that.  Well, what I want to do is kind 

of quickly go through the storyline—it's very simple—and then go back and wrestle with what 

would help you understand the relevancy of this story to your everyday life if you were at home 

reading this.  So, we'll begin.  Chapter 16, verse 1: 

 

Now when David had passed a little beyond the summit, behold, Ziba the servant of 

Mephibosheth met him with a couple of saddled donkeys, and on them were two 

hundred loaves of bread, a hundred clusters of raisins, a hundred summer fruits, and a 

jug of wine.  The king said to Ziba, “Why do you have these?” And Ziba said, “The 

donkeys are for the king’s household to ride, and the bread and summer fruit for the 

young men to eat, and the wine, for whoever is faint in the wilderness to drink."  Then 

the king said, “And where is your master’s son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Behold, 

he is staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the house of Israel will restore the 

kingdom of my father to me.’”  So the king said to Ziba, “Behold, all that belongs to 

Mephibosheth is yours.” And Ziba said, “I prostrate myself; let me find favor in your 

sight, O my lord, the king!” (*NASB, 2 Samuel 16:1-4) 

 

So David has gone up the Mount of Olives; he's reached the top; he's going back down the backside 

and he runs into Ziba.  Ziba's a character we've met before in chapter 9.  He was the servant of 

Jonathan.  Now Jonathan is dead, so he is the servant of Jonathan's crippled son, Mephibosheth.  We 

remember the story:  David had great compassion on Mephibosheth.  It's one of those moments, 

again, where we fell in love with David and his heart.  But sadly it appears at this point in the story 

that Mephibosheth has betrayed David.  He stayed behind in Jerusalem and he's convinced that this 

upheaval will lead to the kingdom being returned to the line of Saul.  There's a lot of question with 

this.  David seems to buy into what Ziba says, but we would ask the question: is it really possible 

that crippled Mephibosheth really thinks that Absalom is going to come into Jerusalem and just turn 

the kingdom over?  But for now, we'll just take the story at face value.  But we also see God's 

provision.  David, with men, women, and children, left Jerusalem and went into the wilderness.  

They would have had next to nothing to survive, but now, suddenly, they have all of this food and 

wine and what they need to survive in the wilderness—and of course that's a wonderful provision. 

 

When King David came to Bahurim, behold, there came out from there a man of the 

family of the house of Saul whose name was Shimei, the son of Gera; he came out 

cursing continually as he came.  He threw stones at David and at all the servants of 



2 
 

King David; and all the people and all the mighty men were at his right hand and at 

his left.  Thus Shimei said when he cursed, “Get out, get out, you man of bloodshed, 

and worthless fellow!  The LORD has returned upon you all the bloodshed of the 

house of Saul, in whose place you have reigned; and the LORD has given the kingdom 

into the hand of your son Absalom. And behold, you are taken in your own evil, for 

you are a man of bloodshed!”   

 

Then Abishai the son of Zeruiah said to the king, “Why should this dead dog curse 

my lord the king? Let me go over now and cut off his head.”  But the king said, 

“What have I to do with you, O sons of Zeruiah? If he curses, and if the LORD has 

told him, ‘Curse David,’ then who shall say, ‘Why have you done so?’”  Then David 

said to Abishai and to all his servants, “Behold, my son who came out from me seeks 

my life; how much more now this Benjamite? Let him alone and let him curse, for the 

LORD has told him. Perhaps the LORD will look on my affliction and return good to 

me instead of his cursing this day.”  So David and his men went on the way; and 

Shimei went along on the hillside parallel with him and as he went he cursed and cast 

stones and threw dust at him.  The king and all the people who were with him arrived 

weary and he refreshed himself there. (Vs. 5-14) 

 

So now they're about the equal distance from Jerusalem to the top of the Mount of Olives, or about 

that distance coming down to the village of Bahurim, and they meet someone from the clan of 

Saul—the extended family of Saul—by the name of Shimei.  So he lets out curses—he has lots to 

say—he's throwing rocks, creating a whole scene.  So David is flanked by his men and then Abishai 

steps up and he says, "Why should we put up with this?  Let me go cut off his head."  David's 

response is kind of unusual; it's a little bit hard to understand, but somehow in this, David seems to 

hear the voice of God and chooses to leave him alone.  So you have this strange scene where David 

and his men are moving toward the Jordan River and Shimei is up on top of the ridge and following 

them and yelling down curses and throwing dust and throwing rocks at them.  It's kind of a strange 

part of the story. 

 

Then Absalom and all the people, the men of Israel, entered Jerusalem, with 

Ahithophel with him.  Now it came about when Hushai the Archite, David’s friend, 

came to Absalom, that Hushai said to Absalom, “Long live the king! Long live the 

king!”  Absalom said to Hushai, “Is this your loyalty to your friend? Why did you not 

go with your friend?”  Then Hushai said to Absalom, “No! For whom the LORD, this 

people, and all the men of Israel have chosen, his I will be, and with him I will 

remain.  Besides, whom should I serve? Should I not serve in the presence of his son? 

As I have served in your father’s presence, so I will be in your presence.   (Vs. 15-19) 

 

So Absalom enters Jerusalem with the people and the men of Israel, which would be a reference to 

the army, and then with Ahithophel, who was David's favorite counselor, who has now betrayed 

David.  Now he is with Absalom, but with Absalom because of what David did to his granddaughter 

Bathsheba.  So they come into the city and Hushai, David's friend, meets them and you have this 

exchange.  One of the things to notice is Hushai is very precise and careful with his language.  

Everything he says could be applied to David or it could be applied to Absalom.  So, for example, 

when he says, Long live the King, is he talking about Absalom or is he talking about David?  

Absalom, because of his massive ego, thinks Hushai is on his side, but we're left with the question, 

“Is that really true?  Has he now joined up with Absalom and betrayed David, or is he still on 

David's side?”   



3 
 

Then Absalom said to Ahithophel, “Give your advice. What shall we do?”  

Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Go in to your father’s concubines, whom he has left to 

keep the house; then all Israel will hear that you have made yourself odious to your 

father. The hands of all who are with you will also be strengthened.”  So they pitched 

a tent for Absalom on the roof, and Absalom went in to his father’s concubines in the 

sight of all Israel.  The advice of Ahithophel, which he gave in those days, was as if 

one inquired of the word of God; so was all the advice of Ahithophel regarded by both 

David and Absalom. (Vs. 20-23) 

 

So Absalom says to Ahithophel, “What do we do now?”  And he says, “Tell you what, why don't 

you get your father's concubines, his wives, go up on the roof and have relations with them in plain 

sight in order to make yourself odious to your father.  In other words, the idea was to demonstrate 

to the people there will not be a reconciliation.  This is a civil war, and this is to the death.  In other 

words, people need to choose a side, 'cause there's no going back.  That was the basic idea, so that's 

what Absalom does. Then we’re told at the end that the advice of Ahithophel was as if it was God 

himself speaking.  The text is not saying the advice is godly; it is saying that Ahithophel had so 

much credibility and power, that that's how they listened to his advice.  

 

So you basically end that chapter with two primary counselors—Ahithophel and Hushai—and we're 

left with the question, “Who is Absalom going to listen to?”  One of these counselor’s advice will 

be listened to; one of these counselors advice will be rejected and the one who will be rejected will 

commit suicide.  Which one is it?  We'll find out next week. 

 

So for this morning, let's imagine that you've just read this at home in your quiet time.  You read 

through this and the application to your everyday life is abundantly clear, isn't it? (laughter) This is 

one of those narratives we read through and we say, “What am I supposed to do with this?  How 

could this possibly be relevant to life?”  A lot of details that seem confusing and, frankly, just 

unnecessary—which kind of is the feeling you get with a lot of these narratives—but you must 

remember there's so much that's happened that's not recorded.  Why is this recorded and why does it 

matter?  I would say to you that the application is very clear.  The writer is inviting us to review the 

story of David in order to wrestle with the question: what happened?  And you would say, “Where 

do you see that?”  Some of you would even say, "I think you're just making that up!"  So there's a 

tendency to get this feeling we're just kind of winging it all the way through the narrative.  So what 

I'd like to do is go back into the narrative and at least help you understand: these narratives are so 

skillfully written and so filled with hints and clues that lead you to the writer's intent as to what 

you're supposed to get out of it. 

 

So the first thing goes all the way back to Genesis 3 and 4 in the sense that the story there divides 

into two paths: One is the path defined by those who surrender to God as God, and walk in 

obedience to Him, and one is the path of those who are determined to be their own god and the 

consequences of that.  So most clearly seen is with Cain and Abel, which then starts the two paths 

that virtually go all the way through the Old Testament, all the way through the New Testament, all 

the way to the end of Revelation, and all the way into eternity.  So that's a theme that's always there.  

So think about how often that has come up in 1 and 2 Samuel.  You're talking about Eli and his 

sons—Eli and his sons versus Hannah and Elkanah—Samuel versus Eli's sons, Samuel versus Saul, 

Saul versus David, Saul verses Jonathan, David versus Absalom.  You just have this constant 

storyline of the path of obedience, the path of disobedience, and the consequences—always to be 

found somewhere in these narratives—but more specifically to these chapters that we're in now.   
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One of the things that we would notice, for example, is the excessive repetition of the word head.  

When you just read through this, it's like there's sure a lot of repetition around the word head.  It 

started with Absalom and the strange description of Absalom that seemed inserted into the narrative 

in a way that didn't flow and it didn't fit.  If you go back and look at it, it talked about Absalom 

being perfect from the sole of his feet to the crown of his head—and then a weird head description 

about his hair and how beautiful and long it was, and he only cut it once a year, and they even 

weighed his hair.  And you're like, “That's just a weird description related to his head.”  

 

Then we get to the end of chapter 15 and David is going up the Mount of Olives and his head is 

covered; he's barefoot.  The people with him, their heads are covered.  Hushai comes and finds him; 

his head is covered with ash.  You get into this chapter and Abishai wants to cut off Shimei's head, 

and then the Absalom story will actually end with drama around the head.  So we would say, “What 

is the deal with the excessive reference to head?”  So it kind of puts it in the forefront of our minds.  

So when you get to chapter 16, verse 1, we've just come off all this head language at the end of 

chapter 15, and we notice that David is going up the Mount of Olives, and when he gets to the 

summit, that's actually the Hebrew word for head—it's the same word.  So the head can mean, 

physically, the head.  The head often is a reference to political power, the head of a nation.  But it's 

also a reference to the top, the summit—the head of the mountain.   

 

So why so much discussion about going up the Mount of Olives and so much discussion about 

coming down the Mount of Olives?  And then you realize that even though this is literally true, it 

provides a metaphor or an imagery of the story of David.  The story of David is what I'm referring 

to as this leadership arc, where the story of David went up and up and up.  He hit the summit, or the 

head, and now it's going down and down and down.  It kind of creates this familiar leadership arc, 

which causes us to ask the question, “What happened?” 

 

So think about it.  At the end of chapter 15, when David's going up the Mount of Olives, it's 

reflective of David's journey to the top.  How does it describe David?  David is broken.  David is 

humble.  David has his head covered.  David is barefoot.  David is surviving.  David's life is now at 

risk, and all of a sudden you get this reminder that that is how David ascended to the throne.  He 

was totally dependent on God.  He was surviving in the wilderness.  He was wounded; he was hurt; 

he was confused; he was desperate.  But David cultivated this deep dependence on God.  If God 

doesn't come through, he's not going to make it.  And that's how God developed his character in the 

Wilderness School of Leadership.  That is what defined David all the way to the summit, to the top.  

But something happened at the top, where David lost his way and began the descent back down the 

mountain.  So what happened?  And does the text offer a clue?  Well actually, it does.   

 

You move then to this strange story about Shimei, this man from the clan of Saul, cursing and 

throwing rocks and carrying on.  Shimei is talking about God's cursing of David because David 

took the throne from Saul which I'm sure caused David to think, but it causes us, the reader, to 

think, “Is that true?  Is that what's happening here?”  So it forces us back into the story, and we 

know that's not true.  The kingdom was taken away from Saul by God, not by David, and it was 

because of Saul's disobedience.  It was because Saul was determined to be his own god.  It was 

because Saul wouldn't obey.  It was because Saul didn't trust God.  It was because Saul abused his 

power and God finally stepped in and said, "That's enough!"  So we're reminded that's why the 

kingdom was taken away from Saul.   

 

But then we're also reminded that when David was at the summit of his power, he acted like Saul.  

So in verse eight, what David is saying is, even though Shimei has his facts wrong, what he says in 
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verse eight is true, and David hears it as a word from God...And behold you are taken in your 

own evil, for you are a man of bloodshed.  At the summit of David's power, what did he do?  And 

the answer is: he abused his power.  He took Bathsheba and when he was found out, he killed Uriah 

and several of his elite soldiers that were deeply loyal to him.  So what David is hearing is that is 

why he's on the descent of the mountain.  That is why everything is falling apart.  That is the voice 

of God in the midst of this crazy rant of Shimei.  So we say, “Okay, that's helpful.  That's what 

happened to David at the summit of his power.  But is there anything else?” And the answer is, 

“Yes.”   

 

Then we have the next verse that has two rather strange parts to it.  One is a reference to the dead 

dog.  Abishai says, “Hey, what's with this dead dog?  Let me go up and cut off his head.”  Head 

would be the clue; there's something right here that we need to pay attention to.  So you have 

Abishai and you have the language of the dead dog.  And we say, “Wait a minute; we've seen both 

of these together before.”  This goes back to one of the most significant moments in the life of 

David.  In 1 Samuel, chapters 24, 25, 26, I said, “These are the chapters to be taken together that 

reflect one of the most significant turning points in the life of David, as David learned he must trust 

God.”  So in chapter 24 it's the cave story, where Saul comes in to relieve himself.  David's going to 

kill Saul.  I think he fully intended to do so, but before he did, God convicted him and David 

confessed that sin.  So when Saul goes down the mountain, far enough away to be safe, David 

comes out and asks Saul, "What are you doing?  Why are you doing this?"  And then do you 

remember what David said?  "Why are you hunting me down like a dead dog?"  So this takes us 

back to that part of the story.   

 

It's immediately followed by the story of Nabal and Abigail.  You remember the story: Nabal made 

David very angry, so David rallies his troops and he is about to go slaughter men, women, and 

children 'cause he is ticked off, when Abigail comes out and stops him.  She basically confronts him 

and says, "David, what are you doing?”  In essence, “You're being very Saul-like!  You're about to 

slaughter men, women and children 'cause you've lost your temper.  Why can't you trust God and do 

the right thing?"  It's a pivotal moment in the life of David.  David hears through Abigail the voice 

of God—she's right, and David can't act like Saul.  He needs to learn to trust God and so he turns 

around and he trusts God.  And the next thing you know, God judges Nabal, and Nabal's dead. 

 

The very next chapter 26 is another cave story.  Only this time David has virtually no intent to kill 

Saul.  David gets right up to Saul who's sleeping right outside the cave.  Saul's sword is in the 

ground.  David is right by his head, takes Saul's sword, takes it back with him, and indicates to Saul, 

"If I wanted to kill you, I could have. I'm not trying to kill you,” trying to get Saul to leave him 

alone.  David had understood that he must trust God and then when it was God's time for David to 

be king, God would put David on the throne. 

 

So you remember in 2 Samuel chapter 4, when Ish-bosheth was killed, David responded to that; he 

referred back to this moment and said, “What God taught me in the wilderness is that I have to trust 

Him and He will put me on the throne when He's ready for me to be on the throne.”  But in the 

second cave story, David did not go alone.  Do you remember there was one other person with him?  

And that person was a bit of a hot head and said to David, "Just give me the word and I will take my 

spear and I'll put it right through the heart of Saul."  As a matter of fact, if you remember, he was a 

little bit cocky.  He said, "Let me do it and it won't take two tries.  I'll do it in one shot."  And that's 

when David rebuked him and basically said, "We won't do that to God's anointed."  Do you 

remember who that was?  It was David's cousin by the name of Abishai. 
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So these little strange details keep taking us back to things in the story that remind us there was a 

time when David understood that, “I have to trust God, that I have to be dependent on God, that 

God is going to give me what I need, God's going to give me what I need to survive.”  David was 

fiercely loyal to God, as a result, fiercely loyal to Saul even when Saul was trying to kill him.  This 

was all part of David's ascent up the mountain to become the great king of Israel, which then leads 

to this loyalty thing—David loyal to God, loyal to Saul.  So then there's this loyalty theme that's 

also part of these chapters.  Last week when David left Jerusalem, there are all these little 

encounters, and you would find yourself thinking, "Why do I need to know that?  Why is it 

recorded?" 

 

So you remember the servants were loyal to David.  His six hundred men from Gath were loyal to 

David.  He told Ittai the Gittite, “You don't have to stay.  You can go back home; this isn't your 

fight,” but he was fiercely loyal to David and said, "I will be loyal to you to the death."  David had 

been fiercely loyal to Jonathan and as a result to Mephibosheth, but it appears Mephibosheth has 

betrayed his trust.  But then you get into Absalom questioning Hushai.  “Is this how you 

demonstrate loyalty to your friend?”  And all that kind of raises this loyalty theme, and we're not, at 

this point, sure which way Hushai's going to go.   

 

But we also go back and remember this is about disloyalty.  So this is now about Absalom being 

disloyal to his own father, to lead a revolution.  His desire is to kill his father and take over as king.  

You have the disloyalty of Mephibosheth.  You have the disloyalty of Shimei and then you have the 

disloyalty of Ahithophel, the counselor, who now tells Absalom, "This is what you should do.  You 

should go up on the roof of the palace and you should have relations with your father's concubines 

and wives in order to make yourself odious to your father." —the ultimate statement of disloyalty 

by Absalom!   

 

And yet, in the midst of all of this, as we're starting to kind of remember this descent down the 

mountain with David, and we're wrestling with what happened at the summit, we are reminded that 

the ultimate disloyalty is not Absalom.  It's David and it's what David did to Yahweh God.  That's 

what happened.  We are reminded that when Nathan the prophet spoke and confronted David of his 

sin and God spoke through Nathan, that Nathan actually predicted that this would happen—that 

your companion would take your wives and have relations with them on the roof of the palace in 

broad daylight because of your sin.  So it's connecting us back to the Bathsheba/Uriah story.  But 

it's more than that.  We are reminded that the very place on top of the palace, where Absalom is 

having relations with David's wives, is the very same place where David stood at the summit of his 

power one spring evening and saw Bathsheba.  And that's where the story went badly.  We are 

reminded that when God spoke to David through Nathan the prophet, He said, "David, what are you 

doing?  You were nothing; you were a shepherd boy, and I made you great!  I saved your life.  I 

made you king.  I made you powerful over an empire.  I gave you everything you wanted and if you 

would have wanted more, I would have given you more!  And what did you do in return?  You 

betrayed Me!  You took the power I gave you and you used it for your own personal gain and you 

destroyed people's lives."  If you remember that moment from Nathan, there was such passion in 

those words.  As deeply as David feels the betrayal by his own son, it's just a taste of the betrayal 

Yahweh felt from David.  He took him from nothing and He made him great and in return, David 

betrayed Him, and now it has devastated the kingdom. 

 

All these little details—skillfully written in the text—take us back and invite us to review the story: 

What happened and specifically, what happened at the summit?  What happened at the top?  We are 

reminded that when David was in the wilderness, he was awesome.  He was a man of courage; he 
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was a man of faith.  He was a man of character, and God continued to grow him and change him 

and made him into this amazing leader that we absolutely fell in love with.  But something 

happened at the top.  How do you remain fiercely dependent and loyal?  How do you continue to 

grow your relationship with God when there is no war...when there are no battles...when you're not 

in the wilderness...when you have more than enough of everything you need?  How do you, in those 

seasons of life, continue to trust God?  You remember 2 Samuel 11 said: in the spring of the year 

when kings should go out to battle, David stayed home and he napped all afternoon, which led to 

that fateful spring evening.  David did well in the wilderness.  He didn't know how to handle peace, 

safety, and prosperity.  So what makes that relevant to us?   

 

So, over the last several weeks I've been very strong about sin and taking it seriously.  I've been 

very strong about forgiveness and reconciliation and restoration.  But there are some of you, maybe 

many of you, who would say, "You know it's good, good stuff, but just doesn't apply to me.  You 

know, I'm not involved in some big sin.  I don't have some big secrets.  I don't have some big guilt 

and shame thing I'm dealing with.  Basically I'm fine—kind of got it on cruise control, just floating 

along."  And therein lays the problem.  It's one thing to be dependent and trust God in the 

wilderness when everything feels like it's falling apart.  But what do you do when everything seems 

to be okay?  What do you do when there's peace and safety in the land?  Do you just kind of cruise 

along?  How do you remain dependent on God?   

 

So let me just ask you a couple of honest questions.  Are you at a season of your Christian life 

where you are fiercely dependent on God, where there is an urgency and a fervency in your prayer?  

When was the last time you were on your knees, fervently seeking God, because if God doesn't 

come through, you're not going to make it?  When was the last time you woke up in the middle of 

the night and you realized God has you so far out beyond yourself, at risk, doing something for 

God, that if God oversleeps in the morning, you are toast?  When was the last time you had this 

sense of exhilaration and terror at the same time because God was asking you to do something so 

beyond yourself that it was both exhilarating and terrifying at the same time?  Or is it just possible 

you've thrown it into cruise control, and you're just kind of cruising along, no real sense of urgency 

or fervency in your prayers, no real hunger for the word of God?  You come to church when it fits 

in your busy schedule, but overall everything's fine—just kind of cruising along.   

 

What would it take to change that?  Will it take tragedy?  Will it take the bottom falling out of your 

world?  Will it take you descending back down the mountain and everything falling apart before 

you wake up again?  I would love to say that my experience as a pastor has been that arc of 

leadership, that arc of the Christian life, happens to a few Christians now and then.  But I'll tell you 

this: after three decades as a pastor, I would say I see it in the overwhelming majority of Christians.  

Something happens over time.  We're not involved in bad things.  We're not all messed up.  We're 

just kind of quietly cruising.  But if we were to be honest, there's no real sense of excitement.  Our 

faith matters to us, but it's in our back pocket now.  We'll pull it out if we need it.  There's no real 

fervency or urgency to our prayer.  We're not down on our knees begging God to do something 

because everything feels like it's falling apart.  We're just kind of quietly cruising along.  And I 

would suggest to you: that is a really good way to waste a life! 

 

So I ask you again: when was the last time that you had this sense that God is calling me to 

something so big and so far beyond myself, that there's both this sense of exhilaration and this sense 

of terror?  When was the last time you woke up in the middle of the night with the sense that this is 

so big, God is up to something, and it's so exciting, but I'm kind of terrified, and if God oversleeps 

in the morning, I am toast?  When was the last time that happened?  When was the last time there 
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was this sense of excitement and this sense of passion and this sense of mission and realizing: God 

is up to something and I want to be part of it—and it's you and God to change the world.   

 

One of the things we as a staff have talked about for years is: what happens to people?  What 

happens to Christians after ten, twenty, thirty years?  Why does it seem like the normal pattern is it 

just goes like that, and we just kind of fade quietly into the sunset, and the story ends?  That just 

seems to me like a terrible way to live this precious life.  My experience has been the overwhelming 

majority of Christians will follow that arc quietly into the sunset, but I would also say this:  It 

doesn't have to be that way.  If you can once again find that sense of mission, that sense of fire, that 

sense of God is up to something and I want my life to matter.  And God's calling me to something 

and it has risk and I'm dependent and I'm fervent in my prayers and God wants to do something that 

will both exhilarate and terrify me, but there will be a sense that I'm alive and this is real and this 

matters!  God offers you that if you want it.  It's up to you.  The risk of the Christian life is perhaps 

most keenly felt on the top of the summit, when everything seems okay. 

 

 

Our Father, we are reminded that often times when life is stable, life is okay, we are the 

most likely to drift.  Lord, I wonder, like David going down the mountain, will it be a crisis 

that has to wake us up or can we just choose to wake up and get back with a sense of 

passion and mission in our lives?  God, help us to not waste one day of this precious life 

we've been given.  In Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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March 11/12, 2017 

The Arc of Leadership 
Courage to Lead 

2 Samuel 16:1-23 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Opening Discussion 

1. During what seasons of life have you found yourself most focused on your relationship 

with God and during what seasons has your relationship been more secondary in your 

day to day attention?  Why is that? 

 

2. What are the dangers of peace, safety and success? 

 

3. On a scale of 1-10 how would you rate your day to day dependence on God at this 

season of life?  (1 = not much  10 = totally dependent)  

 

Bible Study 

1. Read II Samuel 16:1-23.  Do a quick summary of the storyline in this chapter.   

 

 

2. The story coming out of Genesis 3-4 is really the story of two paths, one represents those 

who are surrendered to God and one of those determined to be their own god.  How have 

you seen those two paths represented in I and II Samuel?   

 

 

3. There’s a play on the Hebrew word for head in these chapters.  It’s the same word 

translated “summit” in 16:1.  Head also represents power, typically political power.  

Think of this trip up and down Mt. Olivet as a metaphor for David’s life.  How does he 

go up?  What happens at the summit?  How does he go down the other side?  What do 

we learn from this?  What did David do with the power he’d been given? 

 

 

4. How does the narrator use Shimei to remind the readers why David is going down the 

backside of the “summit?” (esp. verse 8) 

 

 

5. The language of “dead dog” and Abishai’s response to Shimei remind us of the lesson 

David learned (and forgot on top of the mountain) from I Samuel chapters 24-26.  What 

was that lesson and how does it come up again in II Samuel 4?  How was this lesson 

instrumental in David putting the divided kingdom back together again in the early part 

of II Samuel? 
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6. Identify all the references to “loyalty” in some way in chapters 15 and 16.  What was the 

ultimate betrayal that led to all this mess?  How do both Ahithophel and Absalom’s 

behavior with the concubines on the roof take us back to chapter 11? 

 

Application 

1. What happened to David at the “summit” of his power and what do we learn from this?  

When are you most likely to become careless and experience some moral failure that 

will take you back down the mountain? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Go back to question #3 in the opening discussion section.  Certainly if your number is 6 

or below you are at high risk for doing something that will make a mess of things.   

What do you need to do to raise that number? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. What are you involved in these days that requires you to trust God or you will fail?  

What’s the big “risk” you’re taking with God by faith at this season of your life? 
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