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Who is My Neighbor Today? 
Luke 10:25-37 

Pastor Josh Luse 

 

 

I am Josh Luse.  I’m one of the pastors here; I actually have a new role—Pastor of Community Life.  

I was with the youth ministry for several years, and I could not be more excited about what God’s 

going to do with the new youth team that’s in place with our students in this next season.  I think 

it’s going to be amazing.   

 

But I want to ask you a question.  What kind of questions did you find yourself asking this week?  

When I was in youth ministry, I used to get all sorts of really interesting questions, as you can 

imagine.  Questions like, “What was God doing before He created the world?” Or even deeper, 

more profound questions like, “What happens if I get scared half to death—twice?” (laughter)  Or 

questions like, “I’m against picketing, but I’m not sure how to show it.” So there are these other 

questions.  I actually found myself this week walking into a room and there was an automatic air 

freshener in there and it’s gone off several times since I’ve walked by it.  And for a second the 

thought went through my mind: Do I smell that bad...or is my timing that good?  Then I thought: 

maybe it’s just a motion sensor.  Glad I didn’t ask that question out loud.  (I just said it out loud 

now.)   

 

The questions I’ve found often tell us a lot about ourselves.  We can find out a lot about somebody 

by the questions that they ask, and Jesus was asked tons of questions throughout His ministry.  And 

I love to hear Jesus answer questions.  Jesus is the kind of person that I feel you would lean forward 

to hear what He’s going to say because you didn’t want to miss a word.  And we’re going to look at 

one of those questions, one of those settings that He was actually asked this week.  If you have a 

Bible and you want to turn with me to Luke 10, that’s where we’re going.  And we will start in 

verse 25, but before we get in any farther, let me just open with a word of prayer. 

 

God, thank You so much that we get the chance to gather together as Your Church.  We 

gather here because of You, for no one else, but because of You—for Your glory.  But, God, 

You allow us to do this together, and it’s a beautiful thing.  God, as Your Church, we just 

come saying we want to hear from You and we want to listen to You; we want our hearts to 

be open because, God, we don’t want to walk away from here with just more information.  

We want to walk away understanding who You are, and seeing You more clearly, and 

understanding how we can follow You.  So together, collectively right now, God, I ask that 

we would come before You with open ears and open hearts and that You would speak to us.  

We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

 

Now would you start in Luke, Chapter 10, verse 25; it says this: 

 

And a lawyer stood up and put Him to the test, (Him being Jesus) saying, “Teacher, 

what shall I do to inherit eternal life?”  (*NASB, Luke 10:25) 

 

Alright, so we have a question that’s been asked.  But let’s start back a little bit farther, at the 

beginning.  So it says a lawyer.  Now when it’s speaking of a lawyer, it’s not what we think of 

when we think of lawyers.  This is actually somebody that is expert in religious law.  Some of your 
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translations may say an expert of the law.  So understand this basically was after Israel returned 

from captivity in Babylon, an era began of scribes and lawyers.  And these guys, along with the 

priests, were in charge of the communication and the study of the Mosaic Law and all the traditions 

that surrounded this.  Now if you think about this, there were hundreds and hundreds of laws.  This 

was no small task and so this big task that these guys were tasked with would require a lot of study, 

would require a lot of expertise, and they would help interpret how to live out these laws.  And 

because of the expectation within this too, it would also raise their social status; that was increased.  

And so because of all these laws, it was often that they would gather together and different 

questions would circulate.  And two of the most common questions were: “Of all the laws and all 

the commands, which is the greatest?”  Another question they would ask is, “What should one do to 

inherit eternal life?” So in other words, what matters most, and how do I receive life in God’s 

Kingdom? 

 

Jesus talked a lot about God’s Kingdom.  But when Jesus talked about God’s Kingdom, He didn’t 

speak of it as though it were there, later, He spoke of it as though it were in the present, as though it 

were also here, now.  And for some of these religious leaders, it made them a little nervous, and for 

others that were listening in, it made them pretty curious.  It says that this lawyer, this expert, stood 

up and he addressed Jesus.  So this gives us this picture that maybe they are in this public setting 

and they are asking questions or debating.  And this was typical; they would gather together in the 

synagogue or in a public space and they would debate questions back and forth, to seek out how to 

interpret and live out these laws.   

 

It also says he tested Jesus.  Now in this word, it may imply, but it doesn’t necessarily imply that 

there’s some kind of hostility toward Jesus.  I think we’ll get a better picture of his heart later on.  

But this type of question is pretty common.  So the first question has now been fired out to Jesus.  

How will Jesus respond?  I picture everybody kind of leaning forward, waiting to hear what He’s 

going to say.  And Jesus answers his question with a question—verse 26:  Since he’s a lawyer, Jesus 

meets him there, and He says,  

 

“What is written in the Law?  How does it read to you?”   

 

...which is a brilliant strategy...because Jesus wants to see his heart, and the lawyer wants to hear 

himself talk!  So it’s a win/win situation here.  This guy is packed full of Bible knowledge.  He’s 

studied it; he’s memorized it, and so he answers with the Shema—this Jewish confession of the faith 

that they would have recited daily in the Jewish culture.  It was this calling of the people of God, the 

nation of God, to love God fully in Deuteronomy 6, verse 5.  And in Leviticus 19, verse 18—to love 

one’s neighbor.  And so these two together made up what is called the Great Commandment.  And 

you see him answer that in this way in verse 27: 

 

And he answered, “YOU SHALL LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL YOUR HEART, 

AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL, AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH, AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND; 

AND YOUR NEIGHBOR AS YOURSELF.” 
 

He knew his stuff.  He saw the answer from a mile away.  He knew the Torah; he had all five books 

of the Bible memorized, and so he spouts out this answer.  But you remember his question was, 

“Jesus, what should we do?”  So Jesus takes him back to the Law.  Not because the Law can save 

us, but because the Law shows us our need for a Savior.  There’s only one that’s ever lived out this 

Law perfectly, and so we need to be rescued. 
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The expert though, he’s not looking for information.  He already knows that.  He’s just looking to 

see what answer Jesus will give.  So Jesus answers him, and He says, 

 

And He said to him, “You have answered correctly; DO THIS AND YOU WILL LIVE.”  (Vs. 28) 

 

Now at this moment I expect this man’s head to drop, maybe even a little feeling of helplessness.  

Maybe there’s some despair.  I know all of this information, but this is still something that I can’t 

do! 

 

Now the first part of this—loving God from my heart, and my soul and my mind, and my strength— 

that is kind of hard to evaluate.  I can actually do that as well as I think I can.  I can kind of justify 

that; no one else can see that.  It’s just between me and God.  So I think I can maybe trick or go on 

with that show for a while, and I can tell people that I’m doing that perfectly.  But this other part— 

this loving the neighbor part, as myself—that’s a little bit harder to hide.  Because all you have to 

do is just ask the person that I’ve overlooked, or that I’ve mistreated, how they feel, and instantly 

you find the spot where I’ve failed. 

 

But this lawyer thinks that eternal life can be obtained by doing what the Law demands, and if he 

thinks that, he’s going to have to understand and learn how extreme these demands are. 

 

There’s a pastor that was preaching through this chapter of Luke several years ago.  After the 

message, a woman came up to him and she had been in a competition.  She’d recently lost that 

competition to a friend.  She said, “Let me get this straight.  What you’re telling me is that Jesus is 

saying that I should be just as happy for my friend who beat me, as I would have been if I had won 

this competition?”  And as she’s talking, thinking, processing through what she’s saying, he realizes, 

Yes, that’s exactly what Jesus is asking; that’s what His Law demands.  And so he looked at her and 

he said, “Yes. You’re right.”  And she said, “That’s an unreasonable religion you have there.”  So 

she gets that the expectation to do that is pretty incredible.   

 

And yet this lawyer doesn’t stop there.  His head doesn’t drop; there’s something else he still thinks 

he can somehow do.  So he asks a second question.  This question shows a little more of his heart.  

It reminds me of when I was younger.  Maybe you’ve got kids that have done this yourself.  And as 

a dad, you’re sitting there and your teenager walks into the room and says, “Hey, dad, how was 

your day?”  And you’re kind of taken aback.  Well!  I wasn’t expecting that.  So you go, “My day 

was pretty good,” and the second you start talking about your day, his eyes start to glaze over and 

he starts getting bored with your answer.  As you’re finishing up, he almost interrupts with his 

second question.  “Hey, dad, do you have your wallet on you?” which gets to the heart of what he 

was really coming to ask, right? 

 

So this lawyer now goes into his second question, the heart of what he’s really trying to get the 

conversation to be about.  Verse 29: 

 

But wishing to justify himself, he said to Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

 

Justify.  It’s a word that is describing the desire to build an argument that my current belief, or what 

I want to do, is fine.  “God, even though You’ve told me to do this, can I just not do this and we’re 

still okay?”  Like, “God, even though I know I’m not supposed to do this, can I just be alright doing 

this and just You can find a loophole with this?” 
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So it’s this idea he wants to justify this.  Notice that he’s not asking how I should love my neighbor.  

It’s pretty clear—as myself.  That’s a simple grid that we can think through: loving others the way 

that you would want to be loved.  That something that’s so simple a child can even understand that 

grid.  How would I want to be treated?  That’s how I should treat others.  But his question isn’t, 

“How?”  It’s “Who?” ...because he wants to find this loophole.   

 

Now this question that he’s asking was not something that he first came up with.  In fact, when 

these experts and these religious leaders would get together, these questions would be common.  

There were a couple leading groups that would actually go through and talk through this, and they 

had different thoughts and different beliefs on how this played out.  There were groups called the 

Hillel and the Shammai, and these groups would respond in different ways.  One would say, 

“Whatever is hateful to you, do not do to your fellow. This is the sum of all the Torah.”  So in other 

words, whatever is harmful to someone, don’t do that.  But you don’t have to actively go out and 

love them; just don’t harm them, and it’s all good.  There’s another popular belief that they would 

say, “Your neighbor is the person that’s like you.  So the one that’s like you, that’s who you’re 

supposed to love—the person that’s easy to love.”  And this guy’s probably expecting some kind of 

similar answer that Jesus is going to bring.  He’s going to give that standard answer that your 

neighbor is your fellow Jew.  Because after all, in Leviticus 19:18 it says this:  You should not take 

vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your 

neighbor as yourself.  The thing is if you just take that spot and stop reading, you miss out on 

God’s full heart  because just a few verses later in verse 34, it says this:  The stranger who resides 

with you shall be to you as the native among you, and you shall love him as yourself.  The only 

way that I can accomplish this law of loving my neighbor perfectly on my own, is to narrow this 

down to the people that I like, or the people that are like me—because I can do that easily.  But take 

it beyond that—that’s way more difficult—so I’ve got to get creative in this.  But Jesus’ way of 

loving was something totally different.   

 

I love what Henri Nouwen wrote when he was thinking about the way that Jesus wants us to live in 

the community that this brings.  He said, “Community is the place where the person you least want 

to live with always lives.”  Community is the place where the person you least want to live with 

always lives.  Now I’ve searched all over Etsy for a sign, a hand-painted sign to put on our living 

room with that quote, but it’s just not on there yet.  I don’t know why—because it just makes me 

feel like, ahhhhh!  But that’s hard to do.  I can’t do that on my own.  That’s why I’m kind of 

surprised that this lawyer’s head doesn’t drop.   

 

And so he asks, “Who?”  But some questions can’t be answered with a statement, because it’s not 

just information that is something we need to get in the answer.  It’s a heart change; it’s an action.  

So Jesus begins a story.  And now, before I get into the story, one of my biggest fears is that we get 

to this part and say, “I know this,” and we start to glaze over and we miss what God would have us 

learn in this spot.  So please continue to dive into this with me.  In verse 30, it says, 

 

Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell 

among robbers...  

 

Now Jesus may have started into a parable.  He told parables often.  It’s possible; it doesn’t say that 

He did that, but it’s possible.  And the reason He would share parables was so that those who heard 

would really hear, and that those that saw would really see—or in other words, that they would 

actually get it and not just know it.  So this could have been a parable, but it could have also very 

likely been a true story—something they would have heard and known.  And so as He starts sharing 

it with them, there’s a reason that they would start to click and connect with it, because it’s a story 
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they had heard about, something that had happened because this road from Jericho to Jerusalem was 

a very difficult and dangerous road.  It’s an incredible spot.  It says that they went down and that’s 

not because they were heading south, it’s because they were heading down in elevation.  There is 

about a 3300 foot difference between the top and the bottom of where they are going to go.  They 

are basically descending this mountain.  And as they are going along this road, it runs along a 

canyon, and up and down and over hills.  It’s this desert, rocky terrain.  It’s not an easy place to 

travel at all.  The distance was about seventeen miles long, and it would have taken a healthy person 

eight to nine hours to travel the whole thing.  Not only that; remember you’re traveling with 

everything you’ve got.  You can’t just go to the city now and swipe your ATM; you’ve got to go 

prepared. So this man is walking along this terrain, this distance, this isolation—it’s a perfect spot 

for attacks to take place—and they come and they did. 

 

There’s actually a spot in the road called the Ascent of Adummim, and it means The Red Ascent, or 

The Ascent of Blood.  And it gets its name either from the red rocks you would have walked by 

along the way, or from all the bloodshed that had taken place on that road.  It was a very dangerous 

spot.  Either way, it says that these robbers  

 

“...stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead.  (Now we don’t  

really know anything else about this guy other than the fact that we know he’s now in need.)  

And by chance a priest was going down on the road, and when he saw him, he passed 

by on the other side.  Likewise a Levite also, when he came to the place and saw him, 

passed by on the other side.  (Vs. 30b-32) 

 

Now a priest handled the sacrifices in the temple and a Levite had the job of caring for the temple.  

These were people that were connected to God and connected God’s people to God.  How could 

they just walk on by? 

 

Some people look at this and say it’s because they had the laws of ceremonial cleanliness they had 

to live by.  This guy looked dead; at least he was half dead.  So if they would have touched him or 

helped him, that would have defiled them, and they had duties to do.  But the thing is, they were 

going down; they were going away from the temple.  They had performed their duties.  Also, often 

when they would travel to Jerusalem, to the temple, they would travel in groups, and this says that 

they were alone.  So I don’t think that’s a good excuse or loophole for them. Others say, “Well, 

maybe there were still the attackers that were nearby.  It could have been dangerous if they had 

stopped.  Think of what could have happened to them.”  Maybe...   Others say they think that maybe 

the priest and Levite were too busy on their phones and they didn’t see them, (laughter) and walked 

right by.  But we clearly see in the text that they saw him.  So we know that that’s not true—maybe 

for you and me that might be true at times, but not for these guys.  (There’s somebody that just said, 

“True love is the lack of a desire to check one’s smart phone in another’s presence.” (laughter)  

There’s something to that.  That’s a message for another day, even though I do wonder how often 

we miss opportunities because we’re buried here and not present here.  Anyway, we move on.) 

They have no excuses, no loopholes, just a decision not to love, not to be present, not to care.   

 

“But a Samaritan, (in verse 33) who was on a journey, came upon him; 

 

Now a Samaritan—pfft—I know that’s what you’re all thinking, because there’s never been a good 

Samaritan.  The Jews hated the Samaritans.  I mean after all, they were descendants of the Northern 

Tribe and they disobeyed God’s command and married foreigners.  They had abandoned the Jewish 

nation in their time of need when they were rebuilding the walls.  They had often been known to 

actually attack Jews as they traveled to and from Jerusalem for the feasts.  They were half-breeds; 



 6 

they were often poor and needy, and they were seen as a problem to the Jews living in Israel.  In 

fact, so much so that Jews would often try to avoid even going through Samaria.  And if they had to 

go through Samaria, after they were done traveling through, they would take their garments and 

shake them out to make sure they didn’t have any dust from Samaria still on their garments because 

you wouldn’t want to bring that into your home or around your people.  They hated the Samaritans! 

 

But Jesus mentions them.  Now before we move on here, I think it’s important for us to get what 

they are feeling because I don’t think that there’s a consensus that we in Nebraska hate Samaritans.  

Maybe it’s because we don’t play them. I don’t know; I haven’t seen them on the schedule.   

(laughter)  But I don’t think I’ve ever been wronged by a Samaritan.  At least if I was, I didn’t know 

they were a Samaritan.  But there are others that bring about that feeling in me.   

 

Who is it for you that when you see them, or when you hear about them or you think about them 

there’s that aarrrrgh feeling that comes up?  Maybe it’s because of their annoying politics...or 

maybe it’s because of their lifestyle.  Maybe it’s because of their race.  Maybe it’s just that guy 

that’s down the hall that you just can’t stand.  I’m sure it’s different for all of us, but now you’re 

starting to identify what they would have started to feel.  I mean there are even people that would 

say they would have felt of them as terrorists.  So to say, “This Sa-Sa-Sam-Samaritan,” it would 

have been tough to even get that out.  But listen to what it says here.  It goes on. 

 

“...and when he saw him, (the Samaritan) he felt compassion, (Vs. 33) 

 

They had all seen him, but this guy saw him and he felt compassion.  There was something different 

in his heart. 

 

“...and he came to him and bandaged up his wounds, pouring oil and wine on them; 

             (Now wine would have been to help disinfect, oil as a soothing lotion.)   

           and he put him on his own beast, 

 

How cool that he was traveling with a beast.  It’s actually a donkey, but sounds cooler as a beast.  

Now as he’s traveling with his donkey, he puts the man on him, so now he is walking in front, when 

he could have been riding—but he’s allowing this man to ride.   

 

“...and he brought him to an inn and he took care of him.  On the next day he took 

out two denarii (which would have been equivalent to two days’ wages, a pretty 

significant sacrifice, enough that would help this man for quite some time.)  ...and he gave 

them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and whatever more you spend, 

when I return I will repay you.’ (vv. 34, 35) 

 

He takes the limit off of his ability to help.  Hey, you know what?  Whatever this guy needs, I’ll 

repay it.  It’s incredible!  It reminds me a lot of somebody.  It reminds me of Jesus because, just like 

Jesus, he meets a man who is completely helpless—can’t do anything on his own—and He helps 

him.  So this guy had asked, “What can I do to earn eternal life, God?”  I can do nothing; I need to 

be rescued.  I can’t keep this Law perfectly enough; I mess up.  The attitudes and the actions of the 

Samaritan are not the way to life, the way of life for those that follow Jesus.  They are not the way 

to life but, for those that know Jesus, they are the way of life—because I can’t live this loving my 

neighbor thing without Jesus, just like I can’t join into a relationship without Jesus.  So he continues 

on in verse 36 and says: 

 



 7 

“Which of these three do you think proved to be a neighbor to the man who fell into 

the robber’s hands?”   (The expert replies):  And he said, “The one who showed mercy 

toward him.” ...can’t even muster up the strength to say “Samaritan”. Instead he just says:  

the one that showed mercy.  So then going on in verse 37: Then Jesus said to him,  

“Go and do the same.”  

 

Jesus puts a stop to the question for all time of: who is my neighbor?  I love the way Greeven said 

it:  One cannot define one’s neighbor.  One can only be a neighbor. 

 

Jesus is setting a new expectation. If I understand I cannot do anything without God, I understand 

I’ve got to be journeying with Him to help.  There’s only one way that I can love my neighbor and 

that’s through Jesus living in and through me.  My question gets settled here because I realize that 

Jesus’ love has no partiality.  It has no bounds, and so for me, my expectation is set.  I’m going to 

love everyone with this same love that Jesus has given me.  I’ve got no limits on that.  My question 

is no longer, “Who?” but it’s, “Who will be my neighbor today?” 

 

And so as I think through this, and I think as a church, one of the problems we have is when 

everybody’s our neighbor, no one’s our neighbor.  Because we think broadly, and then when we 

walk around people, we just think of everyone and so we stop focusing on someone.  I think what’s 

been helpful for me as I’ve been processing through this and thinking who will my neighbor be 

today, I think of this imaginary circle that’s around me—that I can walk and when people step into 

my circle, I realize this could be my neighbor—and I start to talk with them.   

 

But that’s been challenging.  So I thought of a great idea.  I’ve developed a product along with some 

great creative minds in our church.  It’s a Christian product.  We’re going to be selling them for 

$19.99, four easy payments.  And I call it The Neighbor Tracker.  (Laughter – a huge plastic circle, 

Josh put on himself with straps holding it on his body)  It’s got some camouflage so it’s not easily 

noticed as you walk around throughout your day.  And the nice thing about this is as I walk through 

my day, as people step into my circle, I now know that this is my neighbor. (laughter)  This is the 

person God’s talked about.  A little uncomfortable while you’re sitting, but it will work out, and 

some people that aren’t Christians think it’s a little weird, and so I’m working on a second product 

for The Neighbor Tracker—The Neighbor Trapper.  So once I get them in my circle I can start to 

love and care for them like Jesus wants me to.  It’s going to work out great!  And now I’ve lost you 

completely, I know!  So…  (laughter) 

 

This is a little ridiculous.  But what if every morning when I woke up, the first thing I thought of 

was, “God, who is going to be my neighbor today?”  What if my eyes started to get changed into 

how God would bring people along my path?  What if there were people that came along that I 

really realized: this could be them.  This could be somebody I could love and care for.   

 

As a family, we started asking this question and praying together.  I love it because one morning 

recently, I went in to wake up my daughter for school.  She’s in first grade, and as she’s opening her 

eyes and stretching, the first thing she says is, “Dad, I wonder who my neighbor is going to be 

today!”  What if that was our grid every day? 

 

I love the powerful video clip of a teacher that had it on her radar to love the people that were in her 

circle, the people that came across her path.  She loved them so much that she spent time outside of 

school getting to know them.  She actually sacrificed from her own resources to get them books.  

She did all sorts of things so that they then felt like they were loved, not even knowing their full 

story at that time.  Take a look at this: 



 8 

(Video)   

 

First Male: Ms. G, can I read something from my diary? 

 

Ms. G:  That would be great. 

 

Second Male: Who is he? 

 

Female: He’s been with us since freshman year, fool! 

 

Third Male: What’s his name? 

 

Female: I don’t know! 

 

First Male: This summer was the worst summer in my short fourteen years of life.  It all started 

with a phone call.  My mother was crying and begging, asking for more time, as if she were 

gasping for her last breath of air.  She held me as tight as she could and cried.  Her tears hit my 

shirt like bullets.  She told me we were being evicted.  She kept apologizing to me.  I thought: I 

have no home.  I should have asked for something less expensive at Christmas.  On the morning 

of the eviction, a hard knock on the door woke me up.  The sheriff was there to do his job.  I 

looked up at the sky waiting for something to happen.  My mother has no family to lean on, no 

money coming in.  Why bother coming to school or getting good grades if I’m homeless?  The 

bus stops in front of the school.  I feel like throwing up.  I’m wearing clothes from last year, 

some old shoes and no new haircut.  I kept thinking I’d get laughed at.  Instead I’m greeted by a 

couple of friends who were in my English class last year.  And it hits me.  Mrs. Greuwan, my 

crazy English teacher from last year is the only person that made me think of hope.  Talking with 

friends about last year’s English and our trips, I began to feel better.  I received my schedule, 

and the first teacher is Mrs. Greuwan, Room 203.  I walk into the room and feel as though all the 

problems in life are not so important anymore.  I am home. 

 

Surrounded by people in a classroom, everybody has the same opportunity.  Everybody has come 

across his circle, and yet one person sees him.  One person cares for him.  One person makes him 

feel like he’s home.  What if that were true of us?  What if, in my circle, I had the eyes to see who  

God could be bringing across my path?  And then what if God starts working in my heart and then 

even at times He tells me, “Move your circle to the other places around you in the city...to the 

people you know are there that need your help...that need your love, that need your compassion.  

Maybe at times it’s just a few brief seconds and a smile or a “Hi,” and getting their name.  Maybe at 

other times, it’s journeying for a long distance over a long period of time—having talks about a 

difficult relationship or sitting beside them through a difficult treatment.  I’m not sure how the Spirit 

will lead, but I’m confident that He will. 

 

I want to get real practical just for a second, maybe even for one starting point for us.  Because 

oftentimes, I’ve come into this place and to this room, and I’ve been excited about what I can get 

out of our time together.  I come excited about the songs we’ll sing and the great chance to worship 

with you all. And I come excited about the things I’m going to learn and grow in that area.  I come 

excited about the people that I’m going to see, that I’ve grown to love and know.  But I often come 

without one intentionality, and I can miss something.  I walk right here and it’s as if I’m walking to 

the other side of the road because I pass by people that I don’t know, that may be an opportunity to 

be their neighbor.  I can easily overlook others. 
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So God’s been putting it on my heart to be intentional.  I’ve started praying on my way to church, 

“God, who would be my neighbor today, even in this place?” which led me to start coming a little 

early and just seeking out opportunities to have a conversation and to learn a name.  You know 

what’s interesting?  It’s making my time together even more full.  And it wasn’t that I was 

intentionally trying to overlook people or walk around them.  I just wasn’t intentionally looking for 

them.  In my mode change, God started changing my heart to think instead of what I could get out 

of our time together, He started allowing me to see what I could give out of our time together—and 

it’s changed my perspective. 

 

Now there’s a challenge we’ve had as a church of connection because we’re so large.  And when I 

look at all the people, I get overwhelmed.  Then I started realizing: I could change that.  I could be a 

part of that solution in my circle, in the spot where I sit with the people that I’m around—the people 

that I know and the people that I don’t know.  I could be a part of that, and I can join in to many of 

you that are already living this out and doing this.  But then I had this thought come along: What if 

we all did this?  What if we all joined in together to do this?  Think of the impact that could have on 

our church alone. 

 

Not only that, think of how this could go into our communities, into our jobs, our schools, into our 

neighborhoods.  Think of the impact that that could have.  So let me give you one really easy, 

practical challenge.  For the next four weeks, I’m going to be here half an hour before your service.  

Whatever service you come to, you can come in a half an hour early.  Now it’s just a little bit earlier 

for some of you that come here. For those of you that show up 15 minutes late, it’s maybe a little bit 

earlier! (laughter) So, with intentionality to come: we’re going to spend a few minutes praying in 

the front for the people who we’re maybe going to have a chance to be a neighbor to.  And then 

we’re just going to go to the spots where we always are.  We’re going to sit and be the person that 

we are, but we’re going to do it with intentionality—the same way that Jesus would.  Nothing huge, 

nothing overwhelming, but something powerful.  If you’d like to come join me in that, I encourage 

you to do that.  Now for some of you, it may not work, and if that’s the case, maybe on your drive 

to church, you could spend that time with your family or with God one-on-one, and just get your 

heart prepared for who you could interact with, who you could be a neighbor to.  And then maybe 

even plan some time after so that you could have a conversation with someone.  I think that this 

could be powerful in the life of our church.  But not only that, what I’m so excited about, this could 

be powerful in the life of our city.  I think it will get us into a new habit.  We start to see others.  

God gives us the chance to get to know their needs and we could be a part of an incredible kingdom 

life that Jesus invites us into.  I wonder if the question you’ll start asking this week is, “Who is my 

neighbor today?” 

 

God, thank You so much that You have not excluded us.  You’ve not left us out.  You saw us 

in our need and You came, and You met us there.  And not only that, God, thank You that 

You’ve invited us to join with You in loving others the same way that You are.  God, we’re 

a part of an incredible church that is known for this culture of grace because we’ve 

realized that from You, and we’ve learned that from You.  But, God, we’ve struggled with 

this chance to connect, so, God, would You start with us individually right where we’re at?  

And would you build this beautiful culture of connection in our church?  Not only that, 

God, we want to connect and love those that are not here, that are not a part of this church, 

and this community.  We want to branch out far beyond us, to those in this city that need 

Your hope, that need Your help, that need love, that need physical, tangible things that we 

can provide.  So, God, we ask that Your Spirit would direct us, to give us eyes to see and 

courage to follow You, for the people that will come into our circles this week.  We pray 

this in Your name, Amen. 
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(Video)  Hey, I’m Bill!  And I make some of the videos here.  Usually I’m on the other side of 

the camera, right over there, so this is kind of a little bit awkward for me.  But I’ll give it my 

best shot and we’ll see what happens. 

 

(Music)  So about five years ago, my family and I moved to Lincoln and we’d heard some 

good things about Lincoln Berean and we decided to check it out.  Now my wife and I are both 

from small towns and the biggest church we had ever been to was about 200 people.  Lincoln 

Berean is just a little bit bigger than that—maybe like 20 times bigger, to be precise.  And so 

we felt a little bit intimidated when we came in that first weekend.  There’s all these people.  

We had no idea where to go, and we hear this voice say, “Hey!  Are you new here?”  It was 

just some random guy, like he didn’t work here; he wasn’t on security; he wasn’t a greeter or 

anything like that.  He showed us around for like ten minutes or so, and after that, he said, “If 

you need anything else, come find me.”  Now the funny thing is, I never actually saw that guy 

again.  Or at least if I did, I didn’t recognize him, because there were so many new faces those 

first few weeks, they just kind of felt like a blur.  And I feel a little bit bad about that.  But in 

that moment, the big, intimidating church felt a little bit smaller because we knew that in that 

crowd of people there was at least one familiar face.  That guy, whoever he is, didn’t have to 

do that.  He could have just seen us and thought somebody else will talk to them.  But he took 

initiative and made us feel safe here.  And that was one of the many reasons we kept coming 

back here.  And eventually this church became home and I got a job here, making videos, just 

like this one. 

 

Anyway, I just want to encourage you, if you see somebody who looks new, don’t be afraid to 

reach out.  Or even those people who you’ve seen for years and you still don’t know their 

names.  In a church like this, it’s so easy to hide behind a crowd, but when we do that, we’re 

missing out on the incredible opportunity for community that’s all around us.  All it takes is a 

little bit of courage to walk up and start a conversation.  And if you’re still out there, random 

guy, if you still go here, thank you so much.  We really, really appreciate that you came up 

and showed us around.  You didn’t have to do that, and maybe if you hadn’t, we might not be 

here.  That’s all I got, and I’m going to go back to the other side of the camera now. 
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