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If you’re visiting with us, we always spend the first couple of weeks of January talking about 

money and stuff and what God has to say about that. If you just read through the Bible cover to 

cover, you find there are certain topics that come up again and again, and some of them with a high 

level of intensity, a high level of concern. Certainly money would be one of those. So you’re talking 

about a book that was written thousands of years ago and yet there was a great concern for money 

and the potential of money to mess us up. It’s strongly in the narratives; it’s strongly in Psalms, 

Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, strong in the prophets, strong in the gospels, strong in the epistles. So one 

would kind of conclude: maybe this is something that we need to address.  Over the years I can’t 

think of very many subjects that have as much potential to mess up your life—to really drain the joy 

out of living—as this topic of money. So that’s what we want to talk about. If you have a Bible, turn 

with us to 1Timothy, Chapter six.  

 

First Timothy six is just a good text that deals with kind of the basic biblical perspectives on money 

and stuff. Paul is writing to Timothy. Timothy is a young pastor in the city of Ephesus. Ephesus is a 

very wealthy city; it’s also a very religious city. The primary concern seems to be the false teachers 

in Ephesus, and Paul is concerned about the effect they’re having on believers. It appears the false 

teachers are legalistic Judaizers and they’re just kind of making a mess of the church there. So it is 

interesting when you get to chapter six that he moves from this discussion related to false teachers 

to a discussion about money. One of the ways to process this is to understand: if my thinking is 

wrong biblically, it’s going to come out in how I view money and stuff. The reason that matters is if 

you have financial struggles, financial mismanagement, if your perspective on money is off, you 

know Jesus in the Sermon on the Mount said, “If you don’t get the money thing right, you’re pretty 

much going to miss getting anything else right in life. Where your treasure is that’s where your 

heart is.” So what gets us off?  The answer is: because our thinking is off. The solution isn’t just 

coming up with a budget or some sort of software or spreadsheet or a counselor. The solution is 

thinking correctly. Once you think correct biblically, then it’s going to affect every area of life, 

including finances. So that’s the primary place where the correction needs to take place.  

 

At the end of verse five, after this kind of back and forth discussion about false teachers, he ends by 

saying they “suppose that godliness is a means of gain.” Religion has always been big business. It 

was big business in the ancient world; it’s big business today. Money’s always a corrupting factor in 

religion. So part of the false teaching was basically a way to make a lot of money. So that’s kind of 

the transition point that moves into chapter six to talk about money and stuff. Verse 6: 

 

But godliness actually is a means of great gain when accompanied by contentment. 

For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 

either. If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.   
                                                                                                        (*NASB, 1 Timothy 6:6-8) 

 

So Paul uses a little bit of a play on words. Actually godliness—true godliness—is a means of great 

gain as long as it’s followed by contentment. This word contentment is an interesting Greek word. 

It’s a word that the stoics used to describe this idea of self-sufficiency. Now Paul uses it several 

places but here uses it to reference Christ-sufficiency. But the idea in this text is that the stoics 
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believed that whether life was really good or really bad, really hard or really easy, they maintained 

this kind of emotional steadiness through it all. We talk about that as, “He was really...she was 

really stoic.” And that was the idea of contentment—that no matter what was happening, they had 

the mental discipline to remain level through it all. So that’s the word that Paul’s using and he’s 

capturing this idea that if you understand true godliness through the ups and downs of life, it gives 

you what you need to remain emotionally stable or emotionally secure.   

 

So what does it take to truly be godly in the eyes of a holy God? The answer is wrapped around our 

understanding of the gospel. It’s not based on our ability to perform for God. It’s not based on some 

sort of religious activity or religious performance.  It’s a message of grace—that on the basis of 

what Jesus did for us on the cross, His substitutionary death, He offers us salvation freely as a gift. 

Therefore, not on the basis of my own goodness or my own performance, but on the basis of God’s 

grace, through faith I am declared righteous before a holy God. I am officially declared godly in the 

eyes of a holy God. Therefore, because that’s true, I find my significance, I find my value, I find my 

safety and security in being rightly related to God. Therefore on my best days and on my worst 

days, when I am financially solid and when I am financially struggling, it does not affect my sense 

of significance, my sense of security, my sense of value. My net worth is not the basis of my self-

worth. Therefore, because my significance, my value, my worth, my security are rooted in God, 

based on God’s grace, I can be content; I can be emotionally stable in the best of times and the 

worst of times.  

 

Now the only alternative to that is a performance-based value system: that on the basis of my 

performance, I seek to make myself significant; I seek to give myself value; I seek to create my own 

safety and security. How do we do that? The only way to put points on the scoreboard and indicate 

that I am significant, I have value, and that I’m safe and secure is through money and stuff. 

Therefore, basically the pursuit of life is a pursuit of significance. It’s a pursuit of value and safety 

and security and I do that by seeing how much money and stuff I can accumulate, because that puts 

points on the scoreboard. As long as that’s your operating system, you stand virtually no chance at 

contentment. There is no one in that system that is content. It is a relentless, exhausting system. So 

that’s what Paul is talking about. There’s a reminder that we brought nothing into the world; we’ll 

take nothing out of the world. Now on one hand we’d say that’s rather obvious. It kind of comes out 

of the “duh” file. But I would suggest to you it’s apparently not so obvious because a lot of people 

don’t get that. In Psalm 49 when the psalmist is writing about money and stuff, he gets kind of 

sarcastic at one point in the psalm and basically says, “People must honestly believe at the end of 

the day they take their money and stuff with them; otherwise why would you spend your entire life 

accumulating money and stuff if you actually knew it all stays behind?” It’s virtually irrational to 

give up your whole life to accumulate that which you cannot take with you. There’s kind of an idea 

in our culture that he who dies with the most toys wins. That is ludicrous! It’s just absolutely not 

true.  

 

Years ago when our daughter Ashley was living in Spain, we as a family went over to visit her, and 

Patti found a really nice pot that was full of honey that she wanted to take home. Now she had no 

interest in the honey but she had a lot of interest in this beautiful pot. But in taking it through the 

checkpoint at the airport...now this was our own fault...we should have seen this coming, but there’s 

no way they’re going to let you on the plane with this gooey liquid in the pot. Now we don’t speak 

Spanish and they didn’t speak English so we had somewhat of a conversation and it was obvious 

that the guard at the check point was getting more and more frustrated and irritated with us. Finally 

he said some things—I’m not sure what—but he took the pot and he turned around and threw it in 

the trash container and you could just hear it bust into pieces. I can hear the sound yet today. And it 
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was kind of, in that moment, “I guess we’re not taking that home.” [laughter]. It kind of, to me, is a 

picture:  People spend their entire lives working so hard to accumulate money and stuff and, at the 

end of the story, they die; somebody takes it, discards it, and you move through. You don’t take any 

of it with you. It’s not that it loses value. You just don’t take it at all; it’s absolutely irrelevant. 

Whoever dies with the most toys doesn’t win. It’s an absolutely irrelevant value system, so we need 

to recalibrate a little bit. 

 

The following verse says basically as long as you have food and covering, that’s all you need to be 

content. It’s the exact same language that James used in chapter two last week. It’s kind of the idea, 

in the ancient world it’s all you really needed. Now in a 21st century America, it’s a little bit more 

complicated than that. But it is helpful to think about: what do I actually need to be content, to be 

happy, to be busy about the things that really matter?  I have lots of stuff and I enjoy my stuff and I 

like to play with my stuff. But let’s be honest; I don’t need the stuff, I don’t. I could live with far 

less than what I have. I was having this conversation with one of my girls several months ago and 

we were talking about some of these things and I said, “You know, if something happened in our 

world or our economy, and we had to, as a family, go back to live the way we lived in the first few 

years of marriage when we were just getting by, what would be the problem with that? I mean, 

really, what would be the problem with that? We were happy. We had the basics of what we 

needed. We had complete opportunity to invest ourselves in the things that mattered. What would 

be the crisis in that? Sometimes we get so focused on so many things that, at the end of the day, we 

don’t really need.  

 

So think of it this way: What if it was true that at the end of the story, whoever has the most toys 

wins and that is the basis of significance, it is the basis of value, it is the basis of safety and security, 

the reality of that value system would be that most of us in the room die as losers. The truth is he 

who dies with the most toys is irrelevant. It doesn’t matter. There’s something else and there’s 

something more to live for. The truth is no matter who you are—whether you’re rich or poor, 

regardless of your race, regardless if you’re male or female, regardless of any of that— every 

person in the room has equal opportunity to be a magnificent trophy of God’s grace and to have 

significance, to have value, to have safety and security. And every person in the room has equal 

opportunity to invest your life in the things that will last forever. So rather than getting so hung up 

on all the stuff that, at the end of the day doesn’t really matter, we need to recalibrate and focus on 

that which does matter and that which lasts forever. If we don’t get this recalibrated, the text tells us 

we’re headed for trouble. 

 

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and 

harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. For the love of money is 

a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs. (Vs. 9-10) 

 

The problem here isn’t money. There’s nowhere in the Bible where people are ever condemned for 

having money and being wealthy. Some of the great heroes of the faith throughout Scripture were 

extremely wealthy. There isn’t a problem with making money. Some of you, deep in your heart, you 

felt a sense of call maybe to be a doctor or a lawyer or a business man or a business woman. You 

happened to feel this call and passion to pursue something that ends up paying a lot of money. 

There’s nothing negative about that; there’s no problem with that. There’s nowhere in the Bible that 

criticizes that. It’s a matter, then, of being a good steward of what you receive. The text is talking 

about this longing to be rich. It’s talking about this love of money. Jesus said, “You can’t love God 

and money. You have to make a choice of what defines your life.” A couple of years ago I read an 
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article that said the overwhelming majority—I don’t remember exactly—70-80% of students that 

are now going through  the major universities, pick their major solely on the basis of how much 

money they can make. Not a sense of call, not a sense of passion but strictly on the basis of how 

much money can I make? So here’s the question I want to ask with that: Why do people do that? If 

you’re actually going to make a decision, “I choose to love money rather than God,” Jesus was 

clear, “You can’t love them both.” So if my longing, if my passion, if what defines my passions day 

in and day out is a pursuit of money, that can be true of someone who’s poor; it can be true of 

someone who’s rich and everything in between. It’s not about how much you have, it’s about what 

you want, what you long for, what you desire. 

 

So here’s my question: Why do you desire more money? Why do you love money? Because the 

answer is there’s something deep inside of you that’s pretty messed up. You’re lacking significance. 

You’re lacking some sort of value and worth. You’re lacking safety and security. What is it? Is it a 

deep wound? I mean what are you trying to prove and who are you trying to prove it to? Maybe you 

spend your whole life trying to prove I have value and worth and I do matter, and you’re going to 

get to the end of your story and realize that’s the basis for a wasted life. At some point you have to 

ask the question, “Why am I choosing to love money rather than God?” What is driving that 

lifestyle? The warning is that that mindset gets us into all kinds of trouble. Verse 9:  

 

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare [a snare is like a trap. 

Basically I set my own trap and then I step into it. It’s my own fault] and many foolish 

and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction. 

 

That word foolish carries the idea of that which is contrary to reason. Probably in modern language 

it would come with the question, “What were you thinking?” if anyone’s ever said that to you. 

Imagine someone who has all kinds of financial problems, bad decisions, is in a mess and then they 

do something that just plunges them deeper into trouble and someone around them wants to say, 

“What were you thinking?” That’s the idea of foolish. It just defies logical thinking. The problem is 

it isn’t really flowing out of logical thinking; it’s flowing out of some search for significance, some 

search for meaning. It’s flowing out of a need for safety or security. And so there is this mindset, 

this thinking that’s driving us more and more and causes us to make foolish decisions. The idea of 

harmful carries the idea of enslavement. It’s the idea that this now has taken all of the joy out of 

life. I feel like I’m a slave to my stuff. We buy houses we can’t afford; we buy vehicles we can’t 

afford. We buy all this stuff we can’t afford; we’re swiping credit cards. We’re stressed out; we’re 

working all these jobs; we’re running a hundred miles an hour. All of the joy of life has been lost 

and at some point you have to ask the question, “What are you thinking? Why would you do that? 

Why would you make yourself a slave to all that?” What is it deep inside that’s missing...that’s 

lacking...that you’re longing for...that has caused you to decide, “I love money more than God?” 

The word plunge literally means drowning. You’re drowning in the stress and anxiety of all that 

you’ve created for yourself. The problem is not money. There’s no problem with having money. 

There’s no problem with having lots of money. The problem is when you love money, when you 

long for money—when that defines what you live for day in and day out. The love of money is a 

root of all sorts of evil and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith. I would 

say over my three decades as pastor, I have seen countless people—I could make a long list of 

people—who at some point decided, “I love money more than God,” and it stated a trajectory to 

take a different path, and they are long gone. Again the question to be wrestled with is: where is that 

coming from? What is in my head? What is in my thinking? What is in my belief system where I 

think life’s going to be better to love money rather than to love God? So those are kind of some 

basics on perspective about money and stuff.  
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Starting with verse eleven through verse sixteen, I’m just going to give you a quick summary for the 

sake of time. But basically Paul says: flee from those things and invest yourself in the things that 

will last forever.  And then he culminates that discussion with this beautiful description of the 

returning Christ in all of His glory, in all of His wonder. Jesus is coming back and essentially what 

it says is that, in that moment He will be so magnificent, He will be so glorious, that it will be 

abundantly clear what really matters and that’s what we should live for. In other words, the text is 

saying that on that day when Jesus returns in all His glory, there will not be any Christians who will 

look at the magnificence of Jesus and say, “You know, I still think I prefer my car. I still think I 

prefer my big house.” That moment will not happen. People are going to know in that moment: 

that’s what matters and that’s what matters forever and if that’s true, it should then define on a daily 

basis what we live for.  Starting in verse seventeen he returns to a little discussion again about 

money before he closes up his letter.  

 

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their 

hope on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly supplies us with all things 

to enjoy.  (Vs. 17) 

 

So first of all there’s no criticism of being rich. There’s nowhere in the Bible where that’s criticized. 

It’s simply saying, if that’s your story, if you have more than others, there are a couple of risks that 

you need to be aware of. One is there’s a danger of becoming conceited. When you start thinking 

that your net worth gives you more worth than the people around you, you start thinking more 

highly of yourself than you ought to think, it’s very helpful to kind of self-assess. How do you view 

yourself compared to others? When you go into a restaurant, when you go into a bank, when you go 

into a church, do you expect to be treated differently? Do you expect a certain amount of deference 

because you have more? Is there a possibility you think you are more, and you should be treated 

differently? Now here’s where that comes from: In our American culture, you are treated that way. 

Let’s not kid ourselves. Your net worth does mean you have more worth in our culture. It does 

matter what house you have. It does matter what car you drive. It does matter what your profession 

is and certain people are given deference. There’s no question about that. As a matter of fact in 

Psalm 49, the psalmist says one of the great dangers for those that have more is that the culture does 

applaud you and does say you’re great, you are worth more, and eventually that applause becomes 

so loud it drowns out the voice of God. You’re wasting your life because you no longer hear the 

voice of God, so it’s a good self-assessment. Because I have more, do I think my opinion matters 

more? Do I think my opinion on politics matters more? Do I think I should have a certain amount of 

deference when I go into the bank or the church or the restaurant? When I enter a room, how do I 

expect to be treated and do I expect to be treated a certain way because of my net worth? That’s 

always a risk. 

 

The second risk is that we fix our hope on the uncertainty of riches rather than God. In other 

words, the more you have, the more risk there is to trust that. There was a time in our married life 

that if the transmission went out in our vehicle, it was devastating. Today, it’s just an annoyance. I 

can still figure out how to pay for it and there’s something about that that gets pretty comfortable. 

So I start to become more and more dependent on what I have. I need a little more money in the 

bank; I need to make a little more; I need to accumulate a little more and it becomes my safety, my 

security. There’s a very easy way to measure that. If you have an emotional response when the 

stock market goes down, when the economy goes down, when the finances start to appear to be 

difficult or in trouble, if there’s fear, if there’s anxiety, if there’s worry, if there’s a level of 

depression, that’s a clear indication that your hope is not in God. Since God is the same every single 

day, there’s no reason for those emotions to go up and down and up and down unless your hope is 
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on something other than God. So the text reminds us that we need to put our hope in God who 

richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.  

 

In order to have a biblical view of stewardship, this is a critical point to understand: and that is God 

is gracious and giving and God gives us stuff so that we can enjoy it. Poverty is not a virtue. It’s not 

more spiritual to have less. There’s always this tension between those that are materialistic and live 

for money and stuff but there’s the other side of that, those that think if they’re minimalist and have 

much less, that’s more spiritual. Both of those flow out of an arrogant self-righteousness. Neither of 

those makes you more righteous before a holy God. When I give my girls a gift, I want them to 

enjoy it because that gives me joy. When God has been generous and gracious to you, enjoy 

it...celebrate it! Part of good stewardship is to celebrate that. Sometimes when people go to third-

world countries on missionary trips and they come back, they see how little people have and then 

how much we have and there’s all this guilt and kind of this shame and this judgment on everybody 

that has stuff. But here’s the deal: no amount of guilt and shame ever housed the homeless or fed 

the hungry. God graciously gives and we accumulate in order that we might give and share and 

enjoy what God has given. A real important part of understanding stewardship is to celebrate the 

goodness and the generosity of God. So he goes on to say, 

 

Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 

storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that 

they may take hold of that which is life indeed. (Vs. 18-19) 

 

So there are two parts of that. One is to be rich in good deeds. Sometimes those people of means are 

good at writing checks but they’re not good at rolling up their sleeves and getting in the mix—and 

that’s very dangerous! If you spend all your time with people in the same socio-economic strata as 

you are, you start to lose sight of what’s normal. And if all you do is write a check, you’re still 

losing sight of what’s normal. There’s something about rolling up your sleeves, getting in the mess, 

being part of a community, being part of life, being part of coming together that reminds me: this is 

normal, this is life, and this is what I can do with what I’ve received—to be generous and to share 

what I have. So for all of us, it’s to be rich in good deeds and to be generous with what I have. You 

can’t be generous with something you don’t have. So whatever it is, be generous with that. The 

result is then we live for the things that ultimately matter and the text tells us: that’s where you find 

real life. I would say these are just basic principles for a right perspective on money and stuff. 

 

When I was going through seminary in my early days as a pastor, it was kind of understood that in 

order to reach people, you don’t talk about money because it offends people. Visitors won’t come 

back; people won’t keep coming and so there was just kind of this culture, if you’re serious about 

reaching people, you don’t talk about money. There was a movement where you put the offering 

plate at the back of the church. You don’t even say anything about it, and people can drop money in 

as they leave because we don’t want to unnecessarily offend people. To understand that’s the 

culture I was raised in as a preacher, as a pastor, but about fifteen years ago I kind of had a moment, 

and it wasn’t a pleasant moment for me as a pastor.  I began to realize a lot of the people in our 

congregation were really messed up financially and in part, they were messed up because I had not 

done my job. I had not been a good pastor. I had not taught them: this is what God has to say about 

money and stuff. I have to tell you it was actually a very emotional time for me when I realized I 

had really been unfaithful as a pastor in this area and the result of that was a lot of people’s lives 

were dramatically affected. So about fifteen years ago I stood before the congregation and I 

confessed this and I apologized that I had been a bad pastor in this area. I had not had the courage to 

preach the whole counsel of God’s Word and because I had not taught them what God has to say 
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about money and stuff, a lot of people were messed up financially and that, at least in part, was my 

fault. On that weekend I also said, “I promise you, this will change.” Over the last fifteen years I 

believe, before God, I have been both faithful and passionate to teach you what God has to say 

about money and stuff. Over the last fifteen years this church has become known far and wide as an 

abundantly generous church. It’s become quite a beautiful thing. Whether you choose to listen or 

not, that’s up to you. But I do believe before God I have been faithful to teach you what God has to 

say about money and stuff. 

 

 

 

Our Father, we celebrate this morning that You have not left us to just figure this out 

ourselves. You have been abundantly clear in Your Word what matters and what lasts 

forever. God, I just pray that You would give us minds to understand and believe the truth 

that we would have a right perspective, Lord, that we would learn to be content and 

generous and to enjoy what You have given us, that our lives would be dedicated  

to accomplishing that which will last forever, for Your glory. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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