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“Arise, Jerusalem! Let your light shine for all to see. 

    For the glory of the LORD rises to shine on you. 
   Darkness as black as night covers all the nations of the earth, 

    but the glory of the LORD rises and appears over you. 
  All nations will come to your light; 

    mighty kings will come to see your radiance. 

  “Look and see, for everyone is coming home! 

    Your sons are coming from distant lands; 

    your little daughters will be carried home. 
  Your eyes will shine, 

    and your heart will thrill with joy, 

for merchants from around the world will come to you. 

    They will bring you the wealth of many lands. 
  Vast caravans of camels will converge on you, 

    the camels of Midian and Ephah. 

The people of Sheba will bring gold and frankincense 

    and will come worshiping the LORD.    (*NLT, Isaiah 60:1-6) 

Three days into his first term, President Barak Obama sat down at a budget meeting with 

congressional leaders and in that meeting the Republicans were trying to convince the President 

to work with them, to compromise with them, and President Obama said to Republican 

Congressman Eric Cantor, "Elections have consequences, and at the end of the day I won."  Fast 

forward to this fall, and it is the Republicans who did quite well in the elections, and shortly 

thereafter I heard calls from the Democrats that the Republicans and the new administration 

should work with them and to compromise, and once more I heard from many Republican 

leaders that, “Elections have consequences and our agenda's going to be the one that's given 

priority.”  Elections have consequences.  Indeed they do.   

 

In the ancient world, though, people didn't elect their leaders.  Typically leaders were appointed 

either by someone higher up in authority or they were appointed on the basis of their ancestry; 

they were next in line to be king.  Or perhaps they were self-appointed by overthrowing the 

individual in power.  But however those kings and leaders got into their positions, like our 

elections today, political appointments have consequences.  In the text we want to look at this 

morning, we'll see just that—that political appointments have consequences.   

 

The passage I've chosen for us to study this morning is a traditional Epiphany text—Matthew, 

Chapter 2.  In churches that follow a liturgical calendar, January 6th is the celebration of 

Epiphany.  The word Epiphany means "manifestation" and the celebration of Epiphany recalls 
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the visit of the magi to the infant king and the manifestation of Jesus now to the nations of the 

world.  Prior to this, it was just the Jewish people who had been introduced to their Messiah—

you think of the shepherds in Luke chapter 2 and also in Luke 2 when Jesus is dedicated at the 

temple.  But this is the first recorded account that we have of Gentiles being introduced to the 

king. 

 

Along with Matthew 2, two other passages are typically read at Epiphany.  Bryan read one prior 

to the message and he'll read another after the message.  These passages speak of a king and his 

kingdom and, as we'll see this morning, the appointment of Jesus as King has consequences.  If 

you have a copy of the Scriptures, turn with me to the Gospel of Matthew and we will look at 

chapter 2.  Normally I like to read the whole chapter and then work through it but we're going to 

do things a little differently this morning and go through in sections in the narrative.  In the first 

couple of verses we are introduced to the first characters in our story—the magi. Verse 1: 

 

After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King Herod, Magi 

from the east came to Jerusalem  and asked, “Where is the one who has been born 

king of the Jews? We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.”                       
             (NIV, Matthew 2:1-2) 

 

The magi were not kings as one popular Christmas carol has it, but rather they were advisors to 

the king.  The magi were Persian astronomers and astrologers and as astronomers they studied 

the nature and the movements of stars and planets.  And in the role as astrologers they went 

beyond that and tried to discern and interpret the meaning of those movements and positions of 

the stars, thus advising the king of what might be coming in the future by trying to read the stars.  

And in their astrological practice they noticed some astral phenomenon in the sky and it leads 

them to believe that there has been a new king who is born.  That star leads them on a long trek 

from Persia to Jerusalem and it's there they come to Herod.  They ask a question that in the 

words of New Testament scholar N. T. Wright was nothing less than political dynamite, which 

we'll see in a moment.  And that question was, "Where is He who is born King of the Jews?"  

Well, Herod is the next character we see that comes on the scene in verse 3: 

 
 When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem with him. When 

he had called together all the people’s chief priests and teachers of the law, he 

asked them where the Messiah was to be born. “In Bethlehem in Judea,” they 

replied, “for this is what the prophet has written: 

 “‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 

    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 

for out of you will come a ruler 

    who will shepherd my people Israel.’ 

Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the exact time the 

star had appeared. He sent them to Bethlehem and said, “Go and search carefully 

for the child. As soon as you find him, report to me, so that I too may go and 

worship him.”  (NIV, Matthew 2: 3-8) 
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Herod the great was King of Judea, thus King of the Jews, but you should note this about Herod: 

he was not a Jew himself; he was Idumean, and he received his kingship as a political 

appointment from Rome, and in fact it was an illegitimate kingship.  He had no rightful claim to 

the Jewish throne.  He was a usurper; he was an imposter, and one who did everything he could 

to keep control of his throne.  And for the Jewish people, this political appointment by Rome had 

consequences.  Herod was not well-liked by the people.  He taxed them heavily to support his 

grand building projects.  He didn't get along at all with the religious leaders.  Later in life, Herod 

was so paranoid of losing his throne that he had one of his favorite wives and several of his sons 

executed because he thought that they were plotting to overthrow him.  Allegedly, the Roman 

Emperor Caesar Augustus quipped that he would rather be Herod's pig than his son—again a 

reference to the fact that Jews wouldn't touch a pig; they'd leave it alone, and certainly Herod's 

sons didn't enjoy being left alone.  This is the kind of person Herod was: paranoid of losing his 

power and he would do anything to grasp it.  So we can see why he was disturbed, but not just 

disturbed because his throne was under threat, but again that question that the magi asked, "Who 

is he who has been born King of the Jews?"  Here was another individual who had rightful claim 

to the throne and it threatened Herod's illegitimate claim. So he was terrified of losing power and 

this is all Jerusalem with him.  I think the reference there is to all the religious and political 

leaders in Jerusalem, not merely because they were afraid of how Herod might react to this news, 

but they were also afraid of losing their power, because they had their positions of power 

because of their alignment with Herod.  If Herod loses his throne, they've lost their power as 

well. 

 

And so this phony king of the Jews reveals his ignorance of Jewish Scripture and has to ask the 

religious experts—the experts of the Law—where this Messiah, this anointed descendant of 

David, was to be born.  So they point Herod to the prophet Micah, say it's in Bethlehem, in the 

town just outside of Jerusalem.  So Herod, probably already forming a plot to eliminate this 

threat to his throne, tells the magi where this new king was to be born, sends them to Bethlehem 

and says, ”Hey, come back and report to me,” and as Herod lies to them, he says, “It's because I 

want to go and worship him, too.”  Well that leads us to the next part of our story and that's the 

magi's encounter with the legitimate King of the Jews.  Verse 9: 

 

After they, the magi, heard the King, they went on their way and the star they had 

seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over the place where the 

child was.  When they saw the star they were overjoyed.  On coming to the house 

they saw the child with his mother, Mary, and they bowed down and worshipped 

him.  Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, 

frankincense and myrrh.  And then having been warned in a dream not to go back 

to Herod, they returned back to their country by another route.  (Vs. 9-12) 

 

So the magi come and find their way to their destination, to a house where Jesus' family are, 

perhaps a house of a relative.  This is Joseph's ancestral home; he probably has family there and 

has stayed with them. Possibly even in the lower floors of that house in a room where animals 

were brought in for the night was the place where Jesus was born.  But here they find the 

newborn King of the Jews and in behavior that would have been expected, would have been 

thought of the Jewish leaders, these pagan Gentiles offer their worship and their precious gifts to 

the King, again anticipating what the prophets in the Old Testament foresaw for so long—that 
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the nations of the world would come and worship the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.  And so 

they present Him with their regal gifts, and then warned by God in a dream, they do not return to 

Herod to report their find.  They slip out of Palestine and quietly return to Persia, and we can just 

imagine what Herod's reaction would be, and we'll see that in a moment.  But in verse 13 we 

come to the next part of our story and that's the exile of this newborn king:   

 

When they had gone, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream. “Get 

up,” he said, “take the child and his mother and escape to Egypt. Stay there until I 

tell you, for Herod is going to search for the child to kill him.” 

So he got up, took the child and his mother during the night and left for 

Egypt, where he stayed until the death of Herod. And so was fulfilled what the 

Lord had said through the prophet: “Out of Egypt I called my son.”  (Vs. 13-15) 

 

So Joseph, too, in a dream receives instructions from God to take Jesus, Mary, his small family, 

and to immigrate to Egypt for protection.  I suppose it's a good thing that the Pharaoh didn't have 

a wall built at the Egyptian border. (laughter) But I want you to note something here. This is the 

first in a series of events in this chapter whereby Jesus is presented as acting or reenacting the 

story of Israel.   

 

If you remember back in Genesis, God originally took Israel into Egypt to protect them, in that 

case from a famine, whereby He would then bring them out for His redemptive purposes.  So, 

too, God is working in Jesus, takes Him to Egypt to protect Him, but will bring Him out again 

for His redemptive purposes.  I think Matthew is trying to draw that parallel and this is why 

Matthew points to a verse in the prophet Hosea, "Out of Egypt I called my son."   

 

Now when you go back and look at that passage, you might be puzzled.  You think: Well, this 

doesn't have anything really to do with the Jewish Messiah going to Egypt, coming out, because 

there the son is a reference to Egypt.  But Matthew is seeing a parallel between how God is 

working or how God worked in and through Israel, how He's working in and through Jesus.  In 

fact, in Matthew's gospel, not only does Matthew present Jesus as the new Moses, but he 

presents Jesus as the new Israel.  And Jesus is going to be and to do everything that Israel was 

supposed to be and to do, but which they had failed at.  Israel was supposed to be a blessing to 

all the nations.  They were supposed to be faithful keepers of their covenant promises to the God 

they made a covenant with at Mt. Sinai. They had failed in those but God was not going to let 

that hinder His purposes. Jesus was going to stand in for Israel, and Matthew is drawing this 

connection, I believe, between Israel and the new Moses, the Messiah Jesus.  And so, Out of 

Egypt I called my son, Matthew uses that to draw this connection.  We then come to the darkest 

and most horrific part of this story, and that's the reaction of King Herod.  Verse 16: 

 

When Herod realized that he had been outwitted by the Magi, he was furious, and 

he gave orders to kill all the boys in Bethlehem and its vicinity who were two years 

old and under, in accordance with the time he had learned from the Magi. Then 

what was said through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 



5 
 

 “A voice is heard in Ramah, 

    weeping and great mourning, 

Rachel weeping for her children 

    and refusing to be comforted, 

    because they are no more.”  (Vs. 16-18) 

 

So the magi don't come back and report to Herod and he is furious.  And so he orders a force of 

killers to go to Bethlehem to kill all the baby boys, two years and under.  Given the size of 

Bethlehem at that time, it's likely that Herod's henchmen probably would have slaughtered 

between a dozen and twenty of the Hebrew male children, and it's hard not to draw again another 

connection between Jesus and Israel's story.  If you remember in Exodus, Pharaoh at that time 

slaughtered all the baby boys of the Hebrew people but one.  Moses escaped that slaughter, and 

here a New Testament Pharaoh slaughters all Hebrew babies but one. The new Moses escapes.  

And this connection in Matthew's mind causes him now to think of Jeremiah's prophecy that 

again when we read it and you go back and read Jeremiah himself and read through this 

prophecy you think: this has nothing to do with the slaughter of children in Bethlehem; does 

Matthew not understand his Bible?  What's up with this?  But again Matthew's seeing a 

connection between how God worked in the history of the nation of Israel and how he's now 

working in and through Jesus.  

  

Rachel was a matriarch of the nation of Israel and she was buried near Ramah.  Ramah was also 

the place that in 586 B.C. the Babylonians, who came in and conquered the Jewish people, the 

southern tribes, Ramah was the place that they gathered all the exiles before they marched them 

off to Babylon and into exile.  Jeremiah was one of those individuals, and what Jeremiah is 

saying, is that from her grave, Rachel is weeping and mourning for her children, for her 

descendants, the people of Israel, because they are going to be lost into exile.   

 

Matthew doesn't continue to quote further Jeremiah's prophecy. I think he expects his readers to 

have enough biblical knowledge to understand the rest of the story, but Jeremiah goes on to call 

for Rachel to stop her mourning, to stop weeping because the exiles will return.  And I think 

Matthew is using this prophecy of Jeremiah to trigger in the minds of his readers this idea of 

exile, return, and hope beyond a tragedy.  And all this to say that the slaughter of the infants in 

Bethlehem, the exile of Jesus to Egypt, isn't the end of the story; it's all a prelude to God bringing 

full redemption to his people.  And in the last part of our story, that's what we get. We get the 

exodus of the new king back to the land of promise.  Verse 19: 

 

After Herod died, an angel of the Lord appeared in a dream to Joseph in Egypt  

and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother and go to the land of Israel, for 

those who were trying to take the child’s life are dead.” 

So he got up, took the child and his mother and went to the land of Israel. But 

when he heard that Archelaus was reigning in Judea in place of his father Herod, 

he was afraid to go there. Having been warned in a dream, he withdrew to the 

district of Galilee, and he went and lived in a town called Nazareth. So was 

fulfilled what was said through the prophets, that he would be called a Nazarene. 

          (Vs. 19-23) 
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So Herod has now died and again God communicates to Joseph via a dream that he can now 

return.  Jesus' life is not in imminent danger; he should go back to Israel and, when Joseph 

returns, he finds that Herod's son Archileus, who was not a nice guy himself, was in charge of 

the region. So God instructs Joseph to head north into the town of Nazareth, from which Joseph 

came in the first place if you remember the birth narrative of Jesus in Luke 2.  And Nazareth was 

an unimportant town; it was nowhere, and I think that that's a key to understanding what 

Matthew is saying here about the prophet saying that this Messiah would be called a Nazarene, 

because if you go back and look in the Old Testament, and you look all through it, there's no 

place that it said that the Messiah would live in a town called Nazareth, or that he'd be called a 

Nazarene.   

 

So how can Matthew say that this is the fulfillment of what the prophet said?  Well, there are 

several suggestions as to an explanation of this.  We don't have time for that, so let me just give 

you my take on this.  One of the expectations of the prophets in the Old Testament was that the 

Messiah would in a sense appear from nowhere.  He would just come upon the scene, and of 

course nowhere is a good description of Nazareth.  It is just an out of the way, unimportant town, 

and I think again, Matthew is seeing that here is a connection between what the prophets were 

saying and this Messiah.  He wasn't born in the capital city of Jerusalem, didn't live there, right, 

but just came from nowhere, from a place that we wouldn't expect.  In fact if you remember in 

John chapter 1, Nathanial said, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” again referring to 

Jesus.  And so we have Jesus, the new Israel, who is exiled in Egypt, brought through the 

slaughter of the Hebrew baby boys, returning from Egypt to the land of promise, again in a new 

exodus, again returning as an obedient son, who is also a blessing to all of the nations, who is a 

descendant of David and had legitimate claim to the throne, who appeared out of nowhere.  The 

legitimate King of the Jews had arrived.  God's appointed king would soon take the throne—and 

political appointments have consequences.  What are those consequences? 

 

Let me suggest three, and then how we might react or respond to those three consequences.  One 

consequence of Jesus being appointed as King is that we now have a king that we've always 

needed.  We now have a king that the world has always longed for—a king who is perfect in his 

justice, who is full of love, one who has our best interest in mind, and unlike Herod, is not 

concerned about himself, his own power, but one who has our best interest in mind, one who 

loves us.  This is the king we need, a king that we constantly search for, has all of the qualities of 

anyone we would want to rule over us, and this is why the proclamation that Jesus is King is not 

just information, but it's good news!  It's good news that we have such a king to rule over us.  

That's one consequence of Jesus being appointed King; we finally have the king we so 

desperately need.   

 

A second consequence of Jesus being appointed King is that although he is King of the Jews, 

he's not just king for the Jews, he's king for all people.  This is not a national kingdom, but an 

international one, and that is represented by the magi who come to pay homage to this king.  

Jesus is King over all of us, not just limited to one nation, the Jewish people; we all have access 

to this king.  We can all come under the authority of this king—again a king whom we need, and 

need desperately. 
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And this leads to the third consequence of Jesus being appointed King, and that is now we have a 

decision to make.  In the ancient world, when a king took the throne, the people had to make a 

decision whether they were going to give allegiance to the king or whether they would stand in 

rebellion.  There was no middle ground.   

 

This isn't very familiar to us.  We live in a country where I don't have to give allegiance to my 

leaders.  When President Obama was inaugurated into office, none of us was required to give our 

allegiance to him.  In a few short weeks when Donald Trump is inaugurated as president, none of 

us will be required to give allegiance to him.  But in the ancient world when a king took the 

throne, it was required to give allegiance to that king. The only other option was to somehow 

stand in rebellion. 

 

Well this is true of King Jesus.  The very fact that He is the world's king means that I have a 

decision to make; I can't remain neutral.  I either give my allegiance to King Jesus, enter his 

kingdom and experience new creation life both now and forever, or I stand in rebellion to the 

King and experience a life of tragedy, of despair, of ruin.  And so a decision is forced upon us 

because Jesus has been appointed King. 

 

So what will be our response to these consequences of Jesus being King?  Well first, and perhaps 

the most obvious, is that if you are here this morning and you have never given your allegiance 

to King Jesus, I urge you to consider that.  There's a decision that you either acknowledge and 

allow him to be King, give your allegiance to Him, or like Herod, you retain a firm grasp and do 

everything you can to be your own king, to rule your own life, and again, the consequences of 

either decision are enormous!  Likely you're here this morning and you've made that decision to 

give your allegiance to King Jesus, but there's a further decision to be made daily, and that is, 

"Am I going to live in loyal obedience to my king or be insubordinate?" You know it's easy to let 

Jesus be King in our religious moments.  You know, on Sunday I'll let Jesus be King, but the rest 

of the week, I'll take over the throne, thank you very much.  But we need to think about this: my 

giving allegiance to Jesus as King means that I'm pledging my loyal obedience to Him not only 

in the religious moments, but in all of life.  Who is the sovereign king in my work life, in my 

family life, in my social life, in my leisure life, whatever sphere of life; is it me, or do I allow 

Him to be King?  A loyal subject of the King will faithfully obey and serve and like the magi, we 

should come to Jesus with our most precious gifts.  Lives of faithful obedient service to Him and 

to others, that's what He expects of us.  So how are we doing with that?  Is Jesus really the King 

in every sphere of my life? 

 

One final response from the consequence that Jesus has been appointed King is that I now have a 

responsibility to go and proclaim this good news to others.  The gospel message that Jesus is 

King—again we said it is not just information—it is good news!  And like the evangelists in the 

ancient world that Rome would dispatch when a new emperor came to the throne and announce 

the news that Augustus or Vespasian or Titus was king, our King has commissioned us to go and 

announce this good news that He is King and that He is inviting people from all nations to be 

part of His kingdom of love and peace and justice and grace.   

 

Political appointments have consequences, and the appointment of Jesus as King is the most 

consequence of all!  Let's pray. 
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Creator of the heavens, who led the magi by a star to worship the infant king of 

Bethlehem, guide and sustain us, that we, too, may find our journey’s end in Messiah 

Jesus our King.  Grant us the grace to acknowledge and accept His kingship over us, 

relinquishing our rule over our lives, and giving our unyielding allegiance and 

obedience to Him alone, both now and forever.  Amen. 

 

Give your love of justice to the king, O God, 

    and righteousness to the king’s son. 

Help him judge your people in the right way; 

    let the poor always be treated fairly. 

May the mountains yield prosperity for all, 

    and may the hills be fruitful. 

Help him to defend the poor, 

    to rescue the children of the needy, 

    and to crush their oppressors. 

May they fear you as long as the sun shines, 

    as long as the moon remains in the sky. 

    Yes, forever! 

May the king’s rule be refreshing like spring rain on freshly cut grass, 

    like the showers that water the earth. 

May all the godly flourish during his reign. 

    May there be abundant prosperity until the moon is no more. 

May he reign from sea to sea, 

    and from the Euphrates River to the ends of the earth. 

Desert nomads will bow before him; 

    his enemies will fall before him in the dust.  

The western kings of Tarshish and other distant lands 

    will bring him tribute. 

The eastern kings of Sheba and Seba 

    will bring him gifts. 

All kings will bow before him, 

    and all nations will serve him. 

He will rescue the poor when they cry to him; 

    he will help the oppressed, who have no one to defend them. 

He feels pity for the weak and the needy, 

    and he will rescue them. 

He will redeem them from oppression and violence, 

    for their lives are precious to him. 

Long live the king! 

    May the gold of Sheba be given to him. 

May the people always pray for him 

    and bless him all day long. 
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 May there be abundant grain throughout the land, 

    flourishing even on the hilltops. 

May the fruit trees flourish like the trees of Lebanon, 

    and may the people thrive like grass in a field. 

May the king’s name endure forever; 

    may it continue as long as the sun shines. 

May all nations be blessed through him 

    and bring him praise. 

Praise the LORD God, the God of Israel, 

    who alone does such wonderful things. 

Praise his glorious name forever! 

    Let the whole earth be filled with his glory. 

Amen and amen!  (*NLT, Psalm 72) 
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