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December 24/25, 2016 

 

A Thrill of Hope, the Weary World Rejoices 
Christmas 2016 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

Dramatization: 

The story had started so promising - a man, a woman living in a garden paradise in a 

perfect relationship with the God who created them.  But man wanted more.  He wanted to 

be his own god and decide for himself what was right and wrong.  So the man and woman 

sinned against God bringing chaos and confusion to the once perfect creation.  But God 

made a promise.  He would send a Savior to the Jewish people, a Messiah, who would 

make things right again.  Through the centuries, the Jewish people waited and watched.  

But in their waiting they grew restless.  They pursued other gods and worshiped idols as 

they searched for answers to their deepest struggles.  Finally, God went silent.  Through 

four hundred years the Jewish people were abused, conquered and enslaved.  Whatever 

God had promised, was long forgotten under the oppression of Rome.  The candle in the 

darkness felt like nothing more than a smoldering ember among a few stubborn believers.  

In a lost, hurting and broken world, God seemed nowhere to be found. 

Music: 

O Come O Come Emmanuel 

Dramatization: 

The world was about to change forever.  And it almost went by unnoticed.  But, the leaves 

that night rustled with a rumor.  News rang out across the open fields.  A song drifted over 

the hill and wind whispered it softly in the sycamore trees and waved their moon lit 

branches to the sky.  "It's time, it is time."   

Music: 

"O Come All Ye Faithful" 

Dramatization: 

Woodland creatures stirred.  In the pinewoods, two deer raised their heads, a brown bear 

sniffed the air, a red fox darted.  The faces of little flowers lifted to the sky.  "It is time, it is 

time.”  The skies shouted it to the seas that thundered it to the waves that roared it to the 

great white whales that sang it to the darkest and the deep.  And the tiniest sand pipers 

danced it on shining sand.  "Time, it is time!"  Wild stallions drummed it to the ground.  

"Get ready!  Be glad!  It is time, it is time!"  A lion raised his strong head and roared it out 

to the empty wilderness.  The mighty King, the Prince of Peace, it is time!"  All the stars 

joined together in a chorus that rang out to the heavens. "The Bright and Morning Star, it is 

time!"  Suddenly, angels filled the whole sky and a great choir sang it out loud, "It is time!  

At last He is here!" 
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Music:   

"Angels We Have Heard on High" 

 

Dramatization: 

In a little shed, in a little window, a candle flickers in the dark.  It whispers, "It's time, it is 

time.”  A tiny cry rang out in the cold night air.  High above, a single star placed in the 

highest heaven, shown out brighter than all the others and sang, "The Light of the whole 

world is here."  All the animals in the whole earth and all the stars in the big sky held their 

breath.  "The One who made us has come to live with us.  It is time!  He is here!"  A young 

mother with no place to rest, kept it as a song inside her heart.  "Our Rescuer, He is here!"   

She gazed in wonder at God's great gift, lying in a bed of straw.  A tiny little baby.  The 

Savior, the Messiah.  "It's time, it is time!  Good news!  Joy to the World!  He is here, He 

is here!  Peace on Earth, He is here!" 

Music: 

"He Has Come to Save Us" 

Video: 

Well, extreme poverty means that you are so poor that it's actually very difficult to live.  

You are living at the edge of life and death.  We are talking about 1.2 billion people, which 

is one in every six people on this plant.  The devastating and deadly impact of the Typhoon 

on the Philippines is becoming clear.  Local officials fear ten thousand people have died, 

and the U.N. estimates over 300,000 have been made homeless.  Obviously now we have 

moved from talk about a possible to accident to something deliberate.  In 2011 the US 

marriage rate hit an all-time low of 51%.  Only 63% of children lived in a household with 

two parents.  This could be the most serious recession in decades and that means life as 

most Americans know it is about to change and in some cases, dramatically.  There are 

more than 60% of voters now in our new poll who say that they are actually less proud of 

America now because of this election regardless of who is the president, regardless of who 

you think it should be, there is one thing that we know for sure.  The mood of this nation is 

stressed out.  What started out as a peaceful march in the city's uptown area, quickly turned 

to violence.  Police in riot gear fired off tear gas and demonstrators threw objects at 

officers.  It feels like the world is in a place that we haven't seen for a long time.  This feels 

scary. 

Pastor Clark: 

Thousands of years ago, God made a promise.  The promise was that He would send His 

Son to be the Savior of the world.  He would be of the seed of Abraham and He would sit 

on the throne of David.  And for thousands of years the nation of Israel waited for the long 

promised Messiah.  About four hundred years B.C., God went silent.  It was an act of 

judgment against His people for they were engaged in idolatry, in sinfulness and rebellion.  

No more revelation, no more prophets, God just went silent.  For four hundred years the 

nation was used and abused and conquered and dominated by one nation after another.  
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Until the first century under the domination of Rome, there were very few Hebrew people 

that still believed God would ever keep His promise.  Days were filled with despair and 

pain and struggle and suffering and hopelessness.  And then came that glorious night.  

When the angels announced to a group of shepherds on a hill side that that very night the 

long awaited Savior of the world had been born, right there in Bethlehem, the city of 

David.  It was an event so significant that all of human history will be determined on the 

basis of what had happened before and after that great event.  But we understand it was not 

the birth of Jesus that would bring salvation, rather it would have to be His death.  Roughly 

thirty-three years later Jesus died a bloody death on a Roman cross.  What the Bible refers 

to as the substitutionary death of Jesus.  In other words, He died my death on that cross.  

He paid the price for my sin, in order that He might offer salvation freely as the gift.  So 

here we are two thousand years later.  In some ways, much of our culture is the same as it 

was two thousand years ago.  There is struggle, there is pain, there is suffering, there is 

heart ache, there is anxiety, there is fear, there is depression, there is hopelessness, there is 

despair, there is a feeling within us that things are not the way they are supposed to be.  

But there is something about today that is dramatically different than two thousand years 

ago.  We are not waiting for God to keep His promise.  The promise has been kept.  The 

Savior has been given.  There is nothing to wait for there is nothing to seek for.  Salvation 

is freely offered as a gift.  It's right here.  For those who choose to receive it.   

 

This past year one of my daughters bought a dish washer.  Like a good dad, I offered to 

install it.  Now it's a fairly straight forward procedure.  I unpacked the dishwasher, there 

were the parts needed in a plastic bag taped to the side of the dishwasher.  But as I went 

through the process I realized there was one significant part missing.  And I could not hook 

up the dishwasher without this part.  I was frustrated that the manufacturer would not 

include this critical part, so I left, went back to the box store where the dishwasher was 

purchased but they did not have the part.  I went to multiple box stores, I went to multiple 

hardware stores, and I finally ended up at an appliance store.  They were very nice and 

very helpful.  They told me that particular part is not only manufacturer specific, it's 

typically model specific.  So I figured out the model of the dishwasher, they looked it up in 

their inventory they did not have the piece I needed.  They looked through their records 

and found we do have one particular piece in stock that may work, if you kind of jerry rig 

it.  And I said, okay, "I’ll take it".  By now I had killed two hours trying to find this part, 

highly frustrated the manufacturer would not include it with the dishwasher.  So I get back 

to my daughter's house, I'm a little a bit grumbly.  I get it all set up, ready to make the final 

hook up and open the dishwasher to check on something, and there it is.  There it is!  Why 

the manufacturer would put it in the dishwasher, not with the rest of the parts I do not 

know.  But I have to tell you in that moment, I had a mixture of emotions.  On one hand I 

was very relieved.  There was the correct part.  I could use it, hook it up properly, 

everything would work fine.  But I also found myself not only frustrated, but embarrassed.  

I had been rather dumb and I felt foolish.  I had spent two hours looking for a part that 

actually right there the whole time.  So what would you think of me if in that moment 

because I just felt so dumb, so foolish, that I quickly grabbed the part, throw it in the 

garbage, made sure nobody knows and just pretend that the part is missing.  You would 
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think, "You know Brian, you needed to just take a deep breath, put your pride aside, admit 

you'd been kind of dumb that day, and just used the right part."  I totally agree with that.  

That would be the right thing to do.  But here's the deal.  As a pastor, I have conversations 

with people almost every week who are determined not to do the Jesus thing.  They get 

Christmas, they get Easter, they get the story, but they're just not buying it.  They don't 

need the Jesus thing.  They are absolutely convinced the part that is missing in their soul 

isn't Jesus, it's something else.  Sometimes I find myself actually shocked at what people 

are willing to pursue other than Jesus to somehow fill the emptiness within.  They'll try 

money, they'll try stuff, they'll try significance, power, position, they'll try relationships, 

they'll try pleasure, they may end up in one addiction, and then another addiction, days are 

filled with anxiety and fear and struggle and despair, and hopelessness and yet they're just 

bound and determined that they don't need the "Jesus thing".  

 

Maybe that describes someone here this morning.  Maybe the truth is you really don't even 

really want to be here this morning.  Somebody drug you along, you're putting in your 

time, and you can't wait to be done with this.  I would strongly encourage you to rethink 

some things.  The reality is you don't have to go out and get religious.  You don't have to 

go out and get good.  What your soul is longing for that you've not been able to find 

anywhere out there is right here.  And the truth is it's been right here all along.  Maybe 

someone needs to just finally push their pride aside.  Admit that you've been foolish, that 

you've taken some pathways that now you look back on and it was a mistake to try and 

somehow fill the emptiness with them.  You can't change the path, you can't go back.  But 

there does come a point where you can say, what I've always been looking for, is actually 

right here, and it's been here all along.  Maybe for someone this morning, this Christmas 

Day, you would say, you know, it is time.  It is time.  The Savior has come and He offers 

salvation freely as a gift.  It's what your soul has been longing for all along.  It seems to me 

if you would be willing to do that this Christmas Day, it would certainly make for a very 

Merry Christmas. 

Dramatization: 

The world was changing forever.  And it almost went by unnoticed.  But a young mother, 

with no place to rest held a song inside her heart.  "Our rescuer is here!"  She gazed in awe 

at God's amazing gift laying in a bed of straw, a tiny, vulnerable baby.  Our Savior, our 

Messiah, It's time, it is time, good news!  Joy to the World, He is here!  He is here!  Peace 

on earth, He is here. 
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