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The Gift Unwrapped 
John 1:1-18 

Pastor Mark Kremer 

 

Has Christmas ever made a liar out of you?  I mean have you ever pretended to really like the gift 

you got, but deep down inside you were very disappointed?  My grandmother, from the time we 

were little, knitted sweaters for every one of the grandchildren.  Now that was great when we were 

five, six and seven, but when we were fifteen, sixteen and seventeen, we lied.  We smiled and told 

grandma that we were so thankful for that gift.  Not so much.  My grandmother actually gave new 

definition to lying at Christmas, because my grandmother would buy her own Christmas gift and 

wrap it up.  And then on Christmas morning, she acted shocked and surprised and happy with what 

she got.  Now that’s quite a feat actually to pull off year after year.   

 

Perhaps you don’t fake it when it comes to gifts, but perhaps some of us go to family gatherings and 

we smile and we act like we’re very excited and happy to be with our family.  Deep down inside we 

really wish we were somewhere else.  I’m guessing that if we were honest this morning, some of us 

would say that when we sing the Christmas carols, when we hear the story of the virgin birth and 

wise men and shepherds and angels, that while we sing those songs, deep down in our hearts we just 

aren’t really feeling how those ancient stories are relevant to our lives today.  Perhaps we don’t feel 

at all like that story connects to the pain, perhaps to the despair or struggle that we’re in the middle 

of right now.  And where’s the disconnect?  We just don’t quite understand why this matters.  

You’re not alone if that’s where you find yourself this morning.   

 

In 1863 Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote these words in the middle of the Civil War, when his 

own son had, without his knowledge, signed up to join the Union Army, and on Christmas Day, as 

the world—his world—was falling apart, he wrote the Christmas carol, I Heard the Bells on 

Christmas Day.  But the sound of Christmas bells ringing this joyful peace on earth, good will 

toward men song, it just wasn’t resonating inside Longfellow.  And so in the third verse of that 

hymn, he writes,  

  

And in despair I bowed my head.   

There is no peace on earth, I said.   

For hate is strong and mocks the song  

Of peace on earth, good will to men. 

 

There are times where the despair or the situation in our own life or in the world just causes us to 

say, “I just don’t find this Christmas story that relevant or helpful in my personal life.”  Well this 

morning I’d like to challenge us to get beyond the wrapping of the account of the nativity—the parts 

of the story that we know so well—of all those events that happened on those first days when the 

baby Jesus was born, and unwrap the gift through the eyes of the Apostle John, one of the disciples 

of Jesus, who had a very unique gospel that he wrote.  It’s different than Matthew, Mark or Luke.  

He starts in a different place, and he’s the only gospel writer who opens his gospel by telling us 

exactly the case that he’s going to make about why Jesus’ coming makes all the difference in the 

world for you and me, right where we are today.   

 

So if you have your Bible, please open with me to John, Chapter one.  We’re going to be reading 

together and looking at what is called the prologue to John’s gospel.  It’s the first eighteen verses of 
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John chapter one.  Again as I said, it is unique in all the gospels.  All the other gospels just start in 

with what Jesus did, either the details around his birth, his genealogy, or just dive right into Jesus’ 

ministry.  But John is making a case, and what I’d like you to consider, because I think this is 

exactly what John is doing, is picture what we’re about to read as the opening argument at the 

beginning of a trial.  And John is, as a good attorney would do, laying out in a succinct opening 

statement, what he’s about to unfold and to convince people of that throughout the rest of the trial.  

John’s going to state his case:  This is what Christmas is all about.  He’s going to tell us three very 

strategic and important things that make all the difference in the Christmas story.  And then he is 

going to, over the course of the rest of the book, produce exhibit after exhibit after exhibit to give 

evidence of the case he’s going to make.  He is going to give testimony after testimony after 

testimony as to why what he is saying here in these opening eighteen verses is true, and it matters to 

you and to me. So let’s read together, here from John chapter one.  We’re going to read the first 

section, or the first case that he’s going to make as one of the first essentials that he wants us to 

come to grips with in the story.  Beginning in verse 1: 

 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  

He was in the beginning with God.  All things came into being through Him, and 

apart from Him nothing came into being that has come into being.  In Him was life, 

and the life was the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness 

did not overcome it.  There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He 

came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  

He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  There was the true 

Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man. (*NASB, John 1:1-9) 

 

Skip over to verse 14 with me. 

 

And the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we saw His glory, the glory as 

of the one and only of the Father, full of grace and truth.  John testified about Him 

and cried out, saying, “This is He of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me has a 

higher rank than I, for He existed before me.’ ”.  (Vs. 14-15) 

 

Now this is just a loaded short few verses, packed with meaning and intrigue and mystery.  And 

immediately, the first thing that jumps out at you is that it sounds an awful lot like the opening 

chapter of the Bible, doesn’t it?  It starts, In the beginning.  John doesn’t start with the angels 

coming to Mary and Joseph to announce the arrival of Jesus.  John doesn’t start with Old Testament 

prophets and promises that one day the Messiah would come and make all things right.  John goes 

back to the very, very beginning and what he wants us to see by doing that is that the moment he is 

introducing us to, is on par with, and as important as, that first day of creation.  Just as God spoke in 

the beginning, and all things came into being, God is about to speak again and make another 

creation—a new creation—and he wants us to see: This is a big, big moment, second only to the 

beginning of all time.  And so we see this paralleling the opening chapter of the Bible. 

 

Now the next thing we see is this term...the Word.  Nobody ever really understood: this is a new 

term.  The Word, or logos, means to express or speak.  So in the Old Testament it would say the 

Word of the Lord came, or God spoke.  It’s God expressing Himself.  The Greeks had a similar 

term.  The logos for them was the divine intelligence expressing itself in the world, and so John is 

speaking to both the Gentile and Jewish audiences, using this term logos as a descriptor of someone.  

And we see some of the things about the Word.  The Word was existing in the beginning, before 

there was anything created.  So the Word precedes all of creation.  It was pre-existent.  The Word 
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was with God—in other words, face-to-face with God, in the presence of God, in the beginning.  

And the Word was God.  We see here John uses this expression the Word for one member of the 

Trinity.  So the Word in this case is that member of the Trinity whose role is to fully express what is 

in the mind and heart of God.  It is the Person through whom God exercises and expresses Himself 

in the world, and accomplishes His will and purposes.  This is the role of the Word, to let us in on, 

see and experience the fullness of what is in God’s heart, what God is all about. 

 

And we see that the Word began that expression in creation that everything was made through Him.  

All things came into being, verse three says.  Through him and apart from Him, nothing was 

made that has been made.  So in other words, the Word, this member of the Trinity, was the actual 

Person through whom all things came into existence.  It was there at creation.   

 

We also see that in Him was life.  In other words, the very essence of what makes things live was 

found in Him.  And so when in Genesis chapter two, when we see that God took the dust from the 

ground and fashioned it into a person, and then breathed into its nostrils the breath of life, and man 

became a living being, the Word was doing that.  That was the Word bringing to life human beings.  

So we were created by the Word. 

 

It also says that this Word emanated light—lit up men—that is it illumined. All of the good, true, 

right and beautiful flows from the Word.  So God expresses what is good and true and right and 

beautiful through this Member of the Trinity, and it is what makes life good.  To whatever degree 

life is good, it comes from Him.  Whatever is good, true, right, lovely, and beautiful in the world, it 

comes from God.  And so whatever there is to celebrate, whatever is good in your life, God is doing 

that.  The Word is doing that in our life, and in the world. 

 

Now John also brings us to a witness that is not himself.  This is another John; this is John the 

Baptist.  John the Baptist came, announcing, “Something big is about to happen.”  And crowds 

flocked to see John the Baptist.  He was kind of a wild and crazy man, but his message was 

powerful.  And it grabbed people’s attention, and John kept saying, “God’s about to do something 

big.  Listen up; pay attention.  Something significant is about to happen.”  John came announcing 

that the Light was about to come into the world in a way that it has never come in to the world 

before—God is about to act in the world in a way that has never happened before.   

 

And then in verse 14 John tells us what happened.  The Word became flesh, and took up residence 

among us.  Now we understand that the Word is Jesus.  Jesus is God come in the flesh, and John not 

only announced that, but John actually witnessed and walked in Jesus’ presence.  And when John 

the Baptist saw Jesus, he said, “This is He of whom I was speaking about because He existed before 

me.” John was declaring the deity of Jesus, that Jesus was God, that He existed long before He was 

physically born, and that He is greater than any other human being.  He is the one and only of the 

Father, full of grace and truth.   

 

If you and I are going to experience Christmas and unwrap this gift of a baby born, the first and 

most important thing that we must come to grips with is that Jesus is God come in the flesh.  There 

are many people today who want to say Jesus was a good man. He was a great rabbi; He was a good 

teacher; He was a moral example for people.  Some would say that he was a god, one of many gods.  

Some would say that He became a god at some point on His journey here through His life on earth.  

But John wants us to understand that if this Christmas story, if the life of Jesus is going to have any 

bearing on yours and my life today, we must begin with the fact that Jesus is God come in the flesh. 



4 
 

And also this: He came to dwell among us and He possessed all of the characteristics, all of the 

fullness of God Himself, because He was God! When God comes into the world to do something, 

we need to be very attentive to what He has to say, and what He’s doing.  John will give example 

after example after example throughout the course of this gospel, to prove the deity of Jesus—that 

Jesus really is God, and therefore we really ought to pay attention to what He has to say to us. Here 

are just a few examples as you read through the gospel of John, some of the examples, exhibits and 

testimonies you will see.   

 

There was, for instance, Jesus who saw Nathaniel, one who would become one of Jesus’ disciples, 

sitting under a fig tree.  Jesus was physically nowhere near that fig tree, but Jesus had the ability to 

see even when not physically present, proving His deity.  And that was enough for Nathaniel.  

When Nathaniel heard Jesus say, “I saw you sitting under the fig tree this morning,” Nathaniel said, 

“You are God, and I will follow.”  

 

Jesus demonstrated His superiority and power over chemistry when he turned H2O into the finest of 

wine, literally changing the very chemistry of that liquid and making it into something else.   

 

Jesus had power over genetics.  When a man born blind, and a man born lame both were healed.  

Those genetic disorders were instantly changed, and He demonstrated that He was God.   

 

He demonstrated that He was God when He got into a boat on one side of the lake and instantly that 

boat was on the other side of the lake—instantaneously demonstrating His power over gravity and 

all physics.   

 

Jesus demonstrated that He was God when He took a few small fish and bread and multiplied it to 

feed thousands, and there was still some left over.   

 

Again and again and again John will lay out the case that Jesus is God, and that makes all the 

difference in the world.  The story of Christmas really should be something we forget, ignore, or 

don’t pay any attention to it if Jesus isn’t God.  If this is just a nice story from a long time ago about 

someone being born, then why would we give any heed at all to it?  But if this is God becoming 

man to speak to us, to do something on par with the original creation, perhaps even greater than the 

original creation, then we’d better pay attention! 

 

Ultimately, Jesus demonstrated that He was God through His power over death itself.  You 

remember when His dear friend Lazarus died, John tells us that Jesus eventually got there and 

Lazarus had been four days buried in the tomb.  And Jesus said, “Open up the tomb.”  And the 

people said, “He’s going to stink!  It’s going to smell; he’s been dead a long time.”  But they 

obeyed Him, and Jesus called forth Lazarus from the dead.  And out he came!   

 

But ultimately, the ultimate testimony that John presents to us in his gospel, as to the fact that Jesus 

is God, is that Jesus Himself would die.  But He had the power after three days to take His own life 

back and rise from the dead.  Jesus is God, and John says, “I don’t want you to miss that.  I want to 

prove it to you.  I want you to see it.  I want you to feel it.  I want you to know it because this makes 

all the difference in the story.” 

 

So what’s the second essential that John wants us to know as we unwrap the gift?  It’s found in 

verses 16-18. 
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For of His fullness, of the overflowing of the abundance of God that is in Jesus, we 

have all received, and grace upon grace.  For the Law was given through Moses, but 

grace and truth were realized (or fully experienced) through Jesus Christ.  No one has 

seen God at any time but the one and only God who is in the bosom of the Father, He 

has explained Him. 

 

In addition to us knowing that Jesus is God, John wants us to know why Jesus came.  And what he 

says is He came to show us, to express to us in His words and deeds, the fullness of who God is.  He 

came to show us God.  Jesus said in John’s gospel, “If you’ve seen Me, you’ve seen the Father.  If 

you’ve seen the works that I do, you’ve seen the works of the Father.”   Jesus said, “The Father and 

I are one.”  It was for this very claim that He was crucified—claiming to be God.  But Jesus came 

to show us what was on the heart and in the mind of God.  And what was in God’s heart and mind 

was grace and truth.  Grace and truth are the definitions of God, and Jesus modeled grace and 

truth in perfect harmony, in perfect unity.  So it’s important that we understand what grace and truth 

are because they define Jesus.  He was full of grace and truth—overflowing with grace and truth.   

 

Grace is God’s love and mercy and favor toward people who are undeserving—people who have 

no ability to earn favor or earn God’s love, or merit, or prove themselves in a way that would cause 

them to earn God’s love, mercy, forgiveness, kindness.  It’s just God’s expression of love, kindness 

and mercy toward people who are undeserving.  And Jesus was so full of it, they said that we’ve 

received from Him grace after grace, after grace.  Waves of grace flowed from Jesus.   

 

But He was also truth.  That meant that He possessed and embodied all that is true, right, good and 

beautiful. There is no good, true, right or beautiful apart from Him.  He is the source of it all; He 

encompasses it all; He embodies it all; it all is in Him.  He is truth, and He came to reveal the 

fullness of God’s goodness, beauty, truth, rightness. 

 

There’s another side, though, to truth.  When we hear the word reveal, we think of something being 

unveiled that really is awesome and beautiful.  We unveil a new piece of art; we unveil a new 

building.  We unveil things, and it’s sort of this awe-inspiring picture of something beautiful and 

good.  But there’s another word—a synonym for reveal—and that is the word expose.  If you look 

them up in the dictionary, you’ll find reveal and expose as synonyms with one another.  But when 

we hear the word expose, we think of bringing to light things that are not right, things that are 

wrong, things that are broken, things that are destructive.  And that was Jesus as well.  Jesus had 

this ability to expose what was broken and wrong, selfish, and destructive in the world.  So He 

revealed to us what is good, true, right and beautiful, and He exposed what’s wrong and broken, and 

then He had all the grace to move that which was broken and to make it whole, good, right and 

beautiful.  That’s the grace.  And Jesus encompassed and embodied that grace and truth perfectly 

together, exactly what God is like.  Jesus reflects God, who is full of grace and truth.  

 

Again and again in this gospel, Jesus will give us example after example of the grace and truth of 

God, poured out toward human beings.  I think of the Samaritan woman at the well.  Every day this 

woman came to the well to get water because water was essential to human biological life.  And this 

repetitive action of going and getting water every single day was a necessity because life depended 

on water.  But Jesus took the moment of being thirsty and encountering this woman, to expose that 

she was thirsty for love, that this was the driving thirst of her life.  She wanted desperately to be 

loved by someone, and because she so desperately longed for it, she found herself looking for it in 

all the wrong places.  A woman who had had five husbands—and the man that she was with was 

not her husband—and Jesus exposed that.  But then He invited her to come and experience living 
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water—real love that would satisfy her now and forever, that would literally meet that deepest 

longing in her heart. 

 

Jesus demonstrated the mercy, the love and grace of God when Thomas, one of His disciples, 

needed more proof.  Always questioning, never quite able to just take the evidence and believe it, 

and Jesus very patiently and quietly gave Thomas all the evidence and the time he needed, so that 

he could truly believe.   

 

Jesus demonstrated the mercy, grace and truth of God when the woman who was caught in the very 

act of adultery, dragged out of the bed of the man she was with, and brought before Jesus by the 

religious crowd who wanted Jesus to pronounce a death sentence on her, and Jesus said, “Those 

who are without sin, cast the first stone.”  And one by one, everyone walked away until it was just 

this woman in front of Jesus.  And Jesus offered her forgiveness and said, “Go and sin no more.”   

 

Jesus demonstrated the mercy and love and truth of who He was when He was hanging on the cross, 

and His own mother was there watching.  His concern was for His mother, and He turned to one of 

the disciples and He said, “Take care of my mom.”  That’s how full of love and mercy and grace 

and truth Jesus is. 

 

Jesus revealed some other things about God through the course of His life.  He revealed that God’s 

idea of greatness was very different from the world’s idea of greatness.  When just hours before He 

was going to be arrested and crucified, He gathered His disciples together and this group of men 

who had traveled with him for years had been arguing among themselves about who was going to 

be the greatest, who was the most important—trying to clamor for position, who was going to be by 

Jesus.  But no one was willing to do the thing that was so essential to have a pleasant meal together, 

which was to wash the stinky and smelly feet that were going to be about six inches away from the 

next person’s head.  But Jesus got a towel and got down on His hands and knees and washed those 

disciples’ feet.  And He said, “This is the definition of grace.  If you want to be great, be a servant.  

I came not to be served, but to serve, and to give Myself away for the sake of others.” 

 

Jesus declared and revealed to us God’s desire to live with us forever.  He wants us to be with Him 

so He told the disciples, “I’m going to leave you, and I’m going to prepare a place for you, so that 

where I am, there you may be, because I want you to be with me.  And in the meantime, until I come 

back again, and finally take up permanent residence with you on the new earth, until then I will 

send the Spirit of God, the other member of the Trinity, who can be everywhere present, and He will 

be with you.  But here’s what I want you to know,” Jesus said, “I love you so much that you will 

never, ever, ever be alone.  I will be with you.”  That’s how much God loves us, and we know it 

because Jesus fully revealed it to us.   

 

Jesus brought grace and truth together ultimately when He went to the cross for no crime other than 

claiming to be the Son of God Himself.  And there He took the full wrath of God upon Himself.  

Why?  So that we could be forgiven, so that we could experience new life.  And when He died, He 

said, “It’s finished.  It’s paid in full.  Nothing more needs to happen.”  

 

 There’s one other thing that John wants us desperately to grab a hold of in his gospel, and that we 

find in verses 10 through 13, which to me is the conclusion of this section.  This Jesus, who is God, 

and is full of grace and truth, demands a response from us, and so John wants us to respond in the 

right way as the jury, as the people listening.  He wants us to get this—that there is a response 

required from us.  Verse 10 says: 
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He was in the world, and the world was made through Him, and the world did not 

recognize Him.  He came to His own, and those who were His own (His own people) did 

not receive him.  But as many as received him, to them He gave the right to become 

children of God, even to those who believe in His name, who were born, not of blood nor 

of the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but (born) of God.   (Vs. 10-13) 

 

This is the third essential.  John wrote his entire gospel because we need to respond to it.  The world 

paid little or no attention to Jesus.  It didn’t really matter, didn’t see the relevance, didn’t understand 

the importance of it.  It’s still true today.  The majority of people, while they might know the name 

of Jesus, it means nothing.  There were those who were His own chosen people, the people of Israel, 

through whom the promises had come, and the prophets had come, and God had shepherded them 

and guided them, but when Jesus came—the One they said they were anticipating—they did not 

receive Him; they did not embrace Him.  But He said to all who receive Him—all who actively 

embrace Jesus, take Him as their own King, Savior, Lord, and God—have the power to become 

children of God. Something powerful happens.  A new creation that transcended and supersedes the 

creation at the beginning of time takes place, and you are made new and a child of God. 

 

And John doesn’t want people to miss that.  He’s going to say it over and over and over.  In fact at 

the end of this book, he says, “These things I have written to you so that you might know that Jesus 

is the Christ, and that believing, you might have life in His name.” This is the meaning of 

Christmas.  God has come in the flesh, and what He has done here makes all the difference for you 

and for me and for every single human being.  And what He did here was to show us through His 

words and His actions everything that was in the heart and mind of God.  And what was in the heart 

and mind of God was to bring people who were broken, sinful, selfish, and destructive into a right 

relationship with Him and make them His own children, so that we could walk with Him now and 

forever.  And we do that simply by receiving, by believing, by embracing Him for who He claimed 

to be. 

 

Now perhaps this morning, this is old news to you, but I hope it reenergizes us to want to know 

Jesus better—to walk with Him, to be hungry for Him, to understand that in Him is life, and the 

Light that is Jesus is the Light that makes everything in your life worthwhile and good.  

 

For some of you here this morning, you may be a skeptic. You may be unbelieving.  Here’s the 

challenge I’m going to give to you.  Read through the entire gospel of John over the coming weeks.  

As a matter of fact, I’m going to challenge all of us to do that, to read through the gospel of John 

over the next twenty-one days—twenty-one chapters, three weeks.  Don’t let Christmas end next 

Sunday.  Take this prologue, this introduction to the life and work of Jesus, and day after day, for 

the next three weeks, read about this account.  Read the exhibits.  Hear the testimony, and see if it 

doesn’t change your life, doesn’t answer your questions, doesn’t begin to satisfy the deep longings 

in your own heart and soul.   

 

This is why Jesus came—to give us a life-changing encounter with Himself and to bring us and 

make us a new creation.  There is no other way, Jesus said.  “I am the way; I am the truth; I am the 

life, and all who come to Me will be satisfied in the depth of their soul.”  And that’s our prayer for 

every single one of us in the Christmas, 2016. 
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Our Father, we are thankful that You have revealed Yourself to us in the person of Christ, 

God come in the flesh.  God, may we pay close attention to the words and the actions of 

Jesus as laid out for us in the Scripture, so that it might sink deep into our souls, that we 

might believe and trust and follow and submit, and obey You, and experience the fullness 

of life, life as You created it to be, life as Your children.  God, may any person, every 

person who is in this auditorium who has questions, who is struggling, who is wondering, 

does this story matter?  I pray that they would take the time to dive into John’s account 

and experience You in a fresh new way.  We pray in Jesus’ name, Amen. 
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