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November 19/20, 2016 

 

Great Is Thy Faithfulness 
Debt Free Celebration Service 

Pastors, Staff, and Board 

 

Pastor Bryan: 

Good morning.  As Mike said, this has been quite a week.  If you are visiting with us, this isn't a 

normal service for us.  We do always do the confetti, but otherwise it's not a normal service. 

(laughter) But it's just been a great week of celebration.  We had the open house this week.  A 

lot of the stuff from the open house is in the hallways on the 100 and 200 levels.  If you didn't 

get a chance to see that, make sure you a take a little time to do that.  It's been a reminder that 

God is faithful.  So, here's the deal.  As we go through this service this morning, our prayer and 

our desire is that in remembering God's faithfulness, you will be strengthened and encouraged to 

take whatever steps of faith God is calling you to today, or if you are going through something 

really hard.  Sometimes we sing these songs like, “God is good...” and for some of you, those 

are really hard words to say right now.  This is just a reminder that God is real; God is alive; 

God is still engaging in the lives of His people and you will be reminded that God will be 

enough to get you through whatever it is you’re going through today.  So that is our prayer—that 

you'll be encouraged, you'll be strengthened, you'll take your big steps of faith and you will 

remember that God is real and alive and engaged in the lives of His people. 
 

[Video]:  

“Last May a family invited us to church, and something wonderful happened that day.  

Somewhere between the uplifting songs and praises and love for our Father and our Savior, and 

the sermon, our spirits were awakened and we realized we had finally found home.  Thank you, 

family, for inviting us to church.  And thank you, Lincoln Berean, for helping us live alive.” 

 

“A few years back I was sitting in an office about like this.  Through the course of that meeting, 

I ended up getting invited on an outreach team to Sweden in the summer of 2013, and it has 

given us purpose since we came here to Lincoln.  To be a part globally is something we had 

never found in Lincoln before.  So I am really thankful for this community of mission-minded 

believers and just how you stretched us and grown us in our walk with Jesus.” 

 

“The reason that this is my special place is that this is where the men's Bible study meets every 

Thursday morning.  Every week God reveals Himself a little bit more to me.  Every week God 

reveals to me a little bit more of the man that He wishes that I would be. He's remade me and 

remodeled me and that has made all the difference in my life. I am so thankful for Berean 

Church; I'm thankful for the men in this Bible fellowship and I'm thankful for the grace and the 

love, and forgiveness that God has poured out on me over the years.” 

 

“My favorite memory in this building took place on Easter from 1994 until 2004.  We told the 

story of Jesus in a musical drama.  Here I am in the photo, with two friends in our costumes on 

these steps.  The way God worked through each of us to reach the community with the gospel 

was the most exciting thing I have ever done in this church.”   

 

“I remember wanting to find a church home but Tim said, “No, I've got my own relationship 

with God,” and that was kind of it.  But we became friends with some people, and they invited us 

to Berean and it was right here, during Easter time, there was like a big tomb on the stage, and 

it was life changing.  And for you?”  “Absolutely, yes!  The teachings from Bryan Clark and the 

musicians playing on stage really captured my heart, and we're just really thankful that we 

found Lincoln Berean.” 



2 
 

“A couple of years ago I had a near-fatal car accident.  Not only were you guys here for us 

spiritually and emotionally, you were here financially for us too. You are our family.  We have a 

home here.” “And by God's grace we were not only able to give back that money—because that 

is so precious for the folks who are in need in this church—we were able to bless the church, 

just like they blessed us.  We are so glad to have been a part of the church becoming debt free.  

We are so glad to have helped.” 

 

“When I first attended Berean and Celebrate Recovery, it was during a really difficult time of 

my life.  My husband of thirty years was addicted to alcohol, and it eventually killed him.  So 

when I first started attending Celebrate Recovery, I was looking for answers, and what I found 

was a group of people that wrapped their arms around me, that loved me, that didn't judge me, 

and they walked with me through some really painful trials.  And for that I will forever be 

grateful.  Thank you.” 

 

“Hi.  I am standing here in front of the divorce care class that I took four years ago.  It was in a 

tough part of my life. We were going through a divorce, and a couple of friends of mine told me 

to take this class. I didn't even come to this church, but they took a class here.  So I came and 

made some great friends and learned a lot, getting me grounded back to God's Word. In the end, 

my wife and I did get back together through counseling, and I want to thank Lincoln Berean for 

that.  Thanks.” [End of video] 

 

 

Pastor Mike: 

There were so many amazing stories that came in and it wasn't possible for us to play all of 

those here this morning, but we look forward to playing more and more of those in the months 

ahead.  So thank you so much, church; it was just a great glimpse into what God is doing among 

us, and it's so awesome to celebrate that this morning! 

 

Recitation, Robin Smith:  II Corinthians 9:6-11: 

Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But 

the one who plants generously will get a generous crop. You must each decide in 

your heart how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to 

pressure. “For God loves a person who gives cheerfully.” And God will generously 

provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you need and plenty 

left over to share with others. As the Scriptures say, 

“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 

                Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” 

For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the 

same way, he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great 

harvest of generosity in you. 

Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And 

when we take your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. (*NLT) 

 

[Video]: 

 

 Bryan Clark:  

We are going to take a little stroll down memory lane here.  It's kind of informal; we're not quite 

sure what is going to happen here, but I think you probably know the first four here make up the 

staff directional team, the senior leaders here.  Roger is the chairman of our elder board and a 
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physical therapist here in town and Kirk is the chairman of our business team and an 

accountant here in town.  So we've been part of this journey, and we thought it might be helpful 

to maybe remember some of the most significant moments, and even some of the emotions and 

the struggles along the way.  So that's what we're going to do.  We are going to do it somewhat 

chronologically.  So I'm going to turn it over to Mark and then we'll go from there. 

 

Mark Kremer: 

We came as a family in 1997.  We were kind of a hurting family; we were in a difficult financial 

situation. We lived an hour and fifteen minutes away and on the first Sunday we came to Lincoln 

Berean, my oldest son leaned over to me and said, "Dad, this isn't boring at all".(laughter)   And 

you know, this church became for us in those years, a life line.  We found the gospel preached 

with grace, a people on mission, and it gave us life.  That same year we came on Easter Sunday.  

Now I had four kids in a van, and we drove an hour and fifteen minutes one way to church.  But 

when we came for Easter Sunday, we did not get into the service.  There was no room.  Now two 

things moved in me because one is that I had a coup about to happen on the journey home.  But 

honestly that morning—and it still is what bothers me the most on Easter and Christmas Eve—I 

honestly can't take it when I see people not being able to get in.  I want to say, "All right, all of 

us that are solid in our faith, let's get up and move out so that  these people can come in. "  So 

that was a really strategic thing that happened in my own journey and life, and then God, a few 

years later, led us here to be on staff.  I would say the other thing was the summer before we 

launched all of this, we met as a team for an entire day out at Bryan's on his back patio and we 

wrestled with, "What do we do?"  God's called us to do big things, to reach people, and we just 

didn't quite know exactly what He was up to. But as we talked and the day went on, we just 

talked and shared and envisioned together, and finally said, "We’ve got to do this; we've got to 

step out in faith.  And by the way, if we step out in faith, we just as well step out in faith in a way 

that is so big and so God-like, we don't want to miss this moment.  And if we're going to step out, 

let's go and let's do what God wants us to do."  And I will never ever forget that day and what 

came out of that.   

 

Bryan Clark: 

Most of you know in our fifty-three year history, there have been two senior pastors, so there's 

been one transition. The agreement when I came to transition was that I actually was coming to 

transition.  So the idea was: five to seven years; I may or may not move into the senior role; we 

would just see how that goes.  My service was the Sunday night service; Curt was supposed to 

preach Sunday mornings, and I was fine with that arrangement.  I came in October, and shortly 

after that Curt was diagnosed with cancer and by that following September Curt was ready to 

resign and I was voted in as the new Senior Pastor.  So the best laid plans of mice and men went 

out the window and I just cannot put into words how absolutely overwhelming that was.  That 

wasn't what I expected; I was completely overwhelmed. I felt this sacred trust of years of God's 

faithfulness to this church and now it was kind of handed to me.  So that was kind of how 

emotionally it began but God blessed and brought a great team and great people and really 

good things were happening.  We reached the point where we had three Sunday morning 

services, a Saturday night service, and we ended up with two simulcast services so we were 

basically staffing six services a weekend.  Everybody was wearing out and it was obvious we 

couldn't keep this going.  But I just can't tell you how tempting it was just to ride the wave and 

settle because in a lot of ways that just seemed so safe.  This is working; let's leave well enough 

alone.  The economy was struggling and our giving was declining and we were just kind of in a 

difficult place.  As Mark said, there was something deep within us that was stirring.   There was 

kind of this fateful elders’ meeting, which was the meeting where we finally made the decision to 

move forward, and I think it was one that all of us that were there will remember the rest of our 

lives.  It was very emotional, went well into the night. I think we all were feeling this sense that 
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God was saying, "It's time to do something," but our own human fears were real and we 

struggled.   

 

The passage that God had laid on my heart was from the book of Numbers.  It's the passage 

where the twelve spies go into the Promised Land and they come back with their report that the 

land is flowing with milk and honey but the giants are big and they are tough and ten of the 

spies basically said, "We think it's best if we not go in."  Two of the spies said, "Our God is big 

enough; let's take these guys."  But the ten prevailed, and they chose not to go in.  If you go back 

and read that passage, there's a real sobering moment because God then comes along and says, 

"Because you were unwilling to trust Me to give you the land, this generation will wander in the 

wilderness for forty years and they will die there."  And it isn't until that generation has died 

that God will rise up another generation and try it again.  “Will they trust Me to go into the 

land?”  If you read that text, there's a moment when the people realize the consequence of their 

unwillingness to believe so they change their minds and they say, "You know, we've kind of 

given this some thought and we've changed our minds; we think we want to go in."  And there's 

this moment where God says, "You can't go in.  This generation will die in the wilderness, and 

we will wait and see if the next generation has the courage to trust Me and go into the land.”  

And I found myself thinking: what would it be like to be one of those ten leaders?  You had the 

chance to go into a land flowing with milk and honey and, because of your lack of courage an 

entire generation would die in the wilderness.  Any of you that are wired up as a leader, you can 

identify with this.  There was that sense in which: I could not do that to a generation.  This 

seemed almost on the border of foolish—the steps God was asking us to take.  It was like there 

were giants in the land.  But what I said to these men that night was, "I tell you this:  I would 

rather die in the land having at least tried, than to die in the wilderness having never had the 

courage to try."  (applause)  

 

 I just want you to understand it wasn't a group of men sitting around being really spiritual, 

thinking "Let's go, no problem."  We were feeling this desire that the vision would unfold. And if 

God isn't audacious enough, He comes along and says, " You know, I think the big auditorium is 

a good idea, but I think a youth complex is a good idea; I think shaving off a few hundred of 

your givers, sending them North to start a church up there is a good idea, a leadership college, 

and, by the way, how about a hundred churches in India?"  I actually had people in the 

congregation in the hallways between services, one in particular said, "Pastor Clark, we think 

the elders have lost their minds."  And there were other people that expressed joy.  And I 

understand that.  There was a shock factor that I think we all were feeling.  But what was 

remarkable is: we asked people to pray, and if God is in this, we'll know.  We were asking 

people to take a couple of months to pray about it, to fill out pledge cards, and we'll see if God 

is in this or not.  And what happened over the weeks that followed is: I can't tell you how many 

people came back and said, "You know we've been praying about this thing, and we believe God 

is in it and we think we need to do it."  So that's kind of the beginning of how all of this 

launched.  I would say for me personally, without question, I felt the weight of what transpired 

before me.  I had been given this sacred trust—this church means so much to me—and to be 

given this ministry as a trust and to have this emotion that it feels like this is on the border of 

foolishness, it is entirely possible we could be the leaders that bury this thing.  And so day after 

day after day we remained disciplined to focus on the Lord and to remember: I believe God is 

leading us and God is going to provide what we need.  Claudine and I were chatting about this 

one day somewhere in that process and she said after the decision was made to build the C wing 

that Curt came home that night, put his face in his hands and he said, "What have I done to 

these people"?  And I completely identify. I'm not real up and down in my emotions, but I have 

to tell you, this was messing with my head—that feeling, "Are we going to be that generation 

that buries this church?"  And so to be at this moment and to share this moment with these guys 

and with us together as a family is really quite a remarkable thing! (Applause) 
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 Tim Bohlke: 

I actually remember a moment after that when specifically we were in Jeff's office, and he began 

a prayer, "God, if you don't show up, we're dead, here."   There was such passion in his prayer, 

and as I thought about that, it was so true and such a great place to be—to know that we are 

solely relying on God in that moment was really powerful.  I know for me as the new guy on this 

stage—I wasn't around when these initial decisions were made; I came in on the heels of it—but 

right at the start of the peak of the debt and when the pressure was kind of building and I was 

coming from another organization partly wondering, "What have I done"?  The pressure was 

there, but at the same time the observations of these guys were they didn't waiver, no matter how 

heavy and how weighty that got.  They never wavered in terms of  the sense of what God had 

done, and no matter how hard it got, it was a tremendous example for me watching that and 

watching it play out as they carried the weight of the decision. It struck me initially: you know 

when decisions are tough there is that hard decision—you know that moment Bryan was talking 

about—I don't know what that was like, I wasn't in that, but how hard that is to move, but also 

it's working those kinds of decisions in the days, months and years to follow. That's hard stuff, 

and I kind of liken it to our sweat, God's power. But even though there were really hard times, 

you know, and some of that early walking it through, I never saw these people waiver.  It has 

been a place in the leadership that drew me in, because they didn't just talk about grace. They 

were grace; I mean they lived it and they didn't ever say, “This is about this building; it's about 

the people,” and it was true. I saw them live it day to day in those hard times, at the peak of the 

debt and how that played out. 

 

Kirk Hovendick: 

If you can imagine the business guys when the elders come in and tell us, "Oh by the way, we 

have debt still but we want to build a youth complex with cash we don't have; we want to build 

an auditorium - between the two for fourteen and a half million dollars, and by the way, we are 

going to take two hundred of our people and ship them to North Pointe Church, so we have less 

givers, and you guys help us figure out how we're going to pay for it."  And to say that we were 

flabbergasted was probably one thing, but I tell you, we took it as a challenge and knowing that 

these guys were on their knees seeking God's wisdom, we knew that we could take the land.  I 

want to give you one example of where God showed up.  Union Bank had told us they were 

willing to give us a certain amount of debt at the end of our construction period, and so we knew 

that was the amount we had to hit.  So with all of our building we were adding to our 

construction loan and we had people that were giving at the same time, but we needed to get to 

the point at the end of the construction that we wanted to be; we had to be at that limit before 

Union Bank was ready to give us the loan and we were off.  And within about a month's time we 

were about $650,000 off.  We had to raise $650,000 and we didn’t know where it was going to 

come from.  And then an unsolicited person approached the church and asked if they could buy 

some of our land on the east side.  He didn't come to Berean and we didn't solicit this but 

through the market analysis we figured out what the value was, and what he was willing to pay, 

and it was almost exactly $650,000.  (Applause) 

 

Roger Sand: 

Prayer was a really important part of our journey with this, both as a board and individually, 

and I think we had kind of one prayer experience that really is memorable for each one of the 

board members.  It happened at a time well into this process, when the construction was on the 

way, and we had the shell here of the auditorium but we still had dirt floors and it was kind of in 

the middle of construction.  It was at a time when we were being able to truly realize there were 

bills coming in and really realized how big this thing was, and it was a humbling time.  And we 

as a board spent, after our meeting, a time of prayer in this auditorium, right down there on the 

dirt floor.  We gathered together and had a significant time of prayer.  I think we came out of 

that feeling that we were on a journey, that we had a sense of excitement. I think we had a sense 
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of expectation that the steps we had taken by faith, God was going to honor that.  And I think we 

also had a spirit of real dependence.  This thing was so much better than the resources we could 

provide or even our people could provide without God being a part of that. (Applause) 

 

 Jeff Petersen: 

You know in 2003 we were reluctant builders, as has been talked about.  But we really saw the 

need.  I  remember at one point, looking at things operationally, we were trying to get ready for 

Easter; we were running six services and our simulcast, and all these kinds of things and we're 

trying to figure out how to squeeze everyone in, people like Mark's family where apparently we 

failed.  But I remember us kind of putting the operational plan in place and literally these words 

came out of my mouth.  "Now, if nobody brings anybody, we'll be fine."(laughter)  So when we 

got to the point of being ready to launch all this, I will never forget that night we had that elder 

board meeting that Bryan shared about.  And what he said about taking the land and about the 

kind of leaders we would be, who would be the leaders willing to die trying rather than being 

the leaders who shrunk back?  I drank the kool-aid; I was in.  So ten years ago, my life consisted 

primarily of two major things: one, leading a building project of the youth complex and an 

110,000 square foot auditorium that we are sitting in and, two, flying to the other side of the 

world, seeking to build church planting movements in India.  Talk about a study in contrasts.  I 

went through that time, and got to be involved in some incredible things!  When this whole thing 

started, I was a relatively young leader, and there was a lot of excitement in all of that.  And one 

thing Bryan said when he was talking about the passage from Numbers 13 is: there’s a reason 

ten of those spies said, "No way; we're not going in, because there were giants in the land.”  

That wasn't made up.  And I've got to tell you, to be honest I didn't even really realize when we 

started all this, just how big some of those giants were.  It's been difficult sometimes—taking 

steps of faith, walking through all of this, putting yourself out there, not knowing what is going 

to happen—the need to lean into God and to be dependent because you are so out of control, 

and you desperately need God to show up, and having to lean into God and having to go back 

to, "Why is it we do what we do?"  It's because it is a mission that matters, and matters for all 

eternity.  And people's lives are hanging in the balance because there is a world filled with 

people who are broken and hurting and lost, and desperately need to know that God created 

them and loves them.  But when you get a moment like today, you get clarity to remember: it 

really is worth giving your life for.  (Applause) 

 

Bryan Clark: 

We're going to wrap this time up, but we thought it was important that you at least understood 

that none of this has been business as usual, and let's build a building and somebody will pay 

for it.  It just hasn't been like that.  And some of you who are sitting there and you are going 

though some really hard stuff  and you're wondering if God is going to show up and you have 

this struggle in your heart to believe and whether you still believe God is good and faithful, I 

just want you to know that we identify with those feelings, and sometimes it's all you can do with 

all the courage you have is to hang on and to believe that God once again will show Himself to 

be faithful with whatever it is that's heavy on your heart tonight.  Thank you. [End of Video] 

 

Bryan Clark: 

So where do we go from here?  It's never been about buildings.  Buildings are tools for ministry.  

It's always been about people.  So where do we go from here?  It's full speed ahead.  We wanted 

to get rid of the debt in order to push the gas pedal down a little bit harder, full speed ahead to 

accomplish the mission that God has given to us.  It's a good reminder that even though the debt 

is paid, there are still lots of bills that need to be paid.  And so, always on this weekend before 

Thanksgiving, we set a year-end financial goal.  November and December are critical months 

for us in our operation as a church, so our goal this year-end is two million dollars.  It's about 

where we normally are.  We're not way ahead and we're not way behind.  We need a strong 
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November and December just to keep moving forward.  Some people have asked, "Should we 

keep giving to the Purpose Fund?"  We would strongly encourage you to do that.  There are a 

number of things we would like to do, but we've opted not to do them in order to get the debt 

paid off.  Now that the debt is paid off, we'd like to kind of move forward with some of these, 

but all of them on a cash basis.  If you were here for the open house, you saw some of those.  

We'd like to renovate the C Wing, make it more user friendly, especially for children's ministry.  

We'd also like to finish the west end of the youth complex; it's still completely unfinished and 

we'd also like to, at some point, finish out the balcony.  The balcony was open for the open 

house.  If you were not able to be here then, it’s open this morning.  This is the last time it will 

be open, so it's kind of now or never. But if you'd like to see it, we invite you to go up there to 

check it out.  It's going to be a great space and, at some point, we'd like to finish that off.  And 

then one of the things that came back very strongly in the survey is to do some parking lot 

renovation, especially for ladies trying to manage heels on the rocks is not exactly a pleasant 

experience. (clapping)  Exactly, you told us that in the survey.  So that's probably the first 

project that we'll work on.  We'll do all that on a cash basis.  In the next few months we'll give 

you more information about that.  So there is a lot to do, so we'd encourage you to continue to 

give and we'll move forward with those projects.  But the main thing is that we just want to 

continue to move full speed ahead to accomplish the mission.  I believe with all my heart, our 

best days are still ahead, and God wants to do great things and we need to trust Him with that.  

Again, our desire in this service would be to remember big steps of faith, the ways God has 

shown up, and demonstrated Himself to be real and alive and faithful, in order that that would 

strengthen you to take whatever steps of faith God is asking of you, to be reminded that God is 

real and He is alive and He's powerful and whatever it is He's asking of you, that you would 

walk out these doors strengthened to take your steps of faith.  We're also very aware that there 

are people sitting here this morning going through very difficult, painful circumstances, and 

sometimes it feels like God is a million miles away.  Sometimes it feels like God doesn't care 

anymore and we just want you to be reminded that God is real; God is alive; God is engaged 

with His people and you can trust Him.  He will be faithful for whatever you are going through 

this morning.  Let's look to the Lord in prayer: 

 

"Our Father we do celebrate this morning that You are faithful.  Lord, You've called us 

to take big steps of faith and we together as a family did that.  And, God, you showed 

up again and again in significant ways and demonstrated Yourself to be faithful.  Lord, 

our prayer is that we would continue to be faithful to whatever You call us to in the 

days ahead.  Lord, there are those sitting here this morning that You are calling to big 

steps of faith.  God, give them the courage and the faith to step out.  Lord, there are 

those with us this morning who are going through very difficult and painful 

circumstances.  Lord, remind them that You're alive and that You're real, and that 

You're faithful.  Lord, this morning we celebrate Your faithfulness and Your goodness 

to us.  In Jesus' name, Amen. 
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