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Wisdom, as it’s presented in the Old Testament is never about the individual. It’s never about just 
me living skillfully by myself. When we’re home alone, it’s not too hard to be skillful. But it’s 

always about the community; it’s about relationship; it’s about learning to live skillfully in the 
context of relationships, especially with those with whom we disagree. If you’re serious about 
living skillfully, the Proverbs again and again hits on two major themes. Both of these themes are 

prominent in Proverbs, Chapter 10. One is what I do with my mouth; the other is what I do with my 
money—mouth and money!  

 
If you have a Bible, turn with us to Proverbs, Chapter 10. I have to confess, I continue to be 
frustrated at trying to figure out the best way to present Proverbs. Just for what it’s worth, if you 

thought one through nine was kind of random, that was the organized part of Proverbs. Now starting 
in chapter 10—in what is considered the body of Proverbs—it’s much more random than the first 

nine chapters. If you just want to go in, grab a proverb and talk about it, it’s not that complicated.        
But we’re trying to move through chapter by chapter and we’re trying to catch these big themes and 
create sort of a framework. Really, my goal would be to explain the big themes and ideas of 

Proverbs in such a way that when you read Proverbs, it makes more sense to you. But it becomes 
difficult to try to figure out how to organize and present it, and so this morning we’re going to talk 

about the two major themes. There’s no way we can hit all 32 verses. I’m just going to pick the 
verses that I think represent the themes of the chapter. So with that in mind, Chapter 10, Verse 1: 
 

The proverbs of Solomon. 

A wise son makes a father glad, 

But a foolish son is a grief to his mother. 

Ill-gotten gains do not profit, 

But righteousness delivers from death. 

The LORD will not allow the righteous to hunger, 

But He will reject the craving of the wicked. 

Poor is he who works with a negligent hand, 

But the hand of the diligent makes rich. 

He who gathers in summer is a son who acts wisely, 

But he who sleeps in harvest is a son who acts shamefully. (*NASB, Proverbs 10:1-5) 

 

So the beginning, The proverbs of Solomon is kind of an introduction. This is the body of the book 
of Proverbs. There’s no real meaning behind father or mother in the sense that it’s different; it’s 
just kind of a poetic way of making a point. It’s also helpful to understand, in the ancient world a lot 

of life was lived in your family—your extended family, your clan—much more so than what we 
think of as cities and communities. Therefore, a lot of the skillful living was within the context of 
family or clan. So the proverb basically opens by saying someone who acts wisely, lives skillfully, 

actually brings joy to the community but somebody that lives foolishly brings grief to the 
community. It’s a reminder that we’re all in this together. Every individual’s behavior affects the 

whole. Starting then in verse 2, it’s really talking about two themes: how you view money and how 
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you view work and whether or not you view them through the eyes of the wise or through the eyes 

of the foolish—whether you’re counted among the wicked or whether you’re counted among the 
righteous. Again, defining terms is critical. The righteous are not like righteous in the book of 
Romans, which is positional righteousness in Christ, but rather it’s about behavior, and simply 

stated, those who care about shalom, about mutual flourishing and are willing to disadvantage 
themselves at times in order to advantage the greater community. That’s the essence of being 

counted among the righteous. Those who are counted among the wicked aren’t necessarily those 
that are evil—it’s really helpful to keep that in mind—but rather those who are selfish and self-
centered in the sense that, “I’m in it for me and, if necessary, I will disadvantage the community, do 

violence to the community, in order to advantage myself.”   
 

So with that in mind, verse 2 talks about ill-gotten gains. That’s not referring to stealing or 
something illegal. Literally the Hebrew is the treasure of the wicked. Most of your Bibles probably 
footnote that. If you remember the definition of the wicked, what it’s talking about are treasures that 

you have collected on the basis of disadvantaging others in order to advantage yourself. And 
ultimately, what it says then is: it does not profit. This message is repeated again and again and 

again through the book of Proverbs—that when everyone is in it for themselves and it’s all about 
me, I will disadvantage whoever I need to, to gain for myself. It ultimately does violence to the 
concept of shalom and creates a culture that will cannibalize itself. At the end of the day, there are 

no winners. The community can’t flourish; it’s not a sustainable model, and eventually it all 
implodes. Selfish greed will ultimately destroy us and that’s what it’s talking about. So if you are a 

business owner for example, if your primary driving passion is to make money, then it’s likely 
you’re going to disadvantage others in order to advantage yourself. You’re going to disadvantage 
your employees...your vendors...your customers. You’re going to do whatever is necessary in order 

to gain on the bottom line, and ultimately what you’re doing is disadvantaging others in order to 
advantage yourself. That’s what he’s talking about. 

 
The contrast in verse 2: But righteousness delivers from death. Delivers from death isn’t talking 
about literal, physical death but death to shalom, death to flourishing. What is the way out of a 

culture that is cannibalizing itself? The answer is: it’s a complete change in the fundamental core 
belief of people—that what matters most is mutual flourishing—God’s vision for shalom. And so 

the way out is to think, “I’m not in this to advantage myself, but I’m in this to figure out, what is my 
role in creating shalom so we can all gain together, so we can all flourish together.” That completely 
changes how I view my employees...my vendors....my competition. It changes my view on 

everything. We always need to remind ourselves that just because something is legal doesn’t mean 
it’s morally right. We are called as the righteous to think about: what is my part in creating shalom? 

All of this goes back to Genesis chapter two, goes back to the idea of the garden and our 
responsibility to be managers or stewards of the garden. Sin has taken its toll; the world is fallen; 
it’s kind of a selfish, cannibalizing-type culture, but how can I contribute to the concept of shalom? 

How can I make a difference? 
 

So verse 3: the LORD will not allow the righteous to hunger. Hunger is not just referring to 
physically being hungry, but it’s a poetic way of referring to the needs and desires within you. In 
other words, everybody’s soul longs for peace and they long for safety, security, happiness and joy. 

No matter who you are, ultimately that’s what your soul longs for and what the proverb is saying is 
that’s what shalom delivers. That’s what shalom is about. It’s figuring out: How do we flourish 

together to satisfy those longings in our souls? The second part of verse 3 is the idea of the wicked: 
I’m in it for myself; those cravings, longings, and desires can never be satisfied. 
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Starting in verse 4 it shifts the discussion a little bit to the idea of work and labor and working 

together. Verse 4 is talking about the lazy when it talks about the negligent hand. The Hebrew is 
literally the limp wrist. In the ancient world pretty much everything was about physical labor and 
it’s the idea of somebody that’s just lazy. They won’t do their part and ultimately what they’re 

doing is breaking down shalom. They’re advantaging themselves by disadvantaging everybody else. 
Even though they’re physically capable of doing their part, they just choose not to and rather than 

being givers, they’re takers. They expect everybody else to disadvantage themselves in order to 
advantage me, and that starts to break down the idea of flourishing and shalom. The contrast to that 
of course would be the hard worker, where everybody’s willing to do his or her part. 

 
So think of it like this: If you really don’t have a correct worldview, if you don’t have a vision for 

shalom as God intended it to be, then, for you work is nothing more than a necessity to get a 
paycheck. So it’s likely you’ll do as little as possible in order to just get the paycheck—that’s all it 
is to you. That’s really different than understanding the Bible has a high value on work ethic. It’s 

the idea that work is good and it’s right and it’s noble. We work because we’re people made in the 
image of God. We work because God worked. There was work to be done in the garden before sin 

ever entered the picture and there will be work to be done in the new heaven and the new earth. 
Work gives meaning and purpose; it is part of what makes life good and noble and gives us dignity. 
But work is also about our contribution to shalom. We’re all in this together and what is my part 

and how can I help? How can I be part of this? Again, it’s back to tending the garden. What is my 
part? What is my contribution? How can I be part of helping create a culture or community where 

everyone flourishes? Certainly work goes beyond just what I can get paid for. When you go home 
from work, there’s work to be done at home, work with your family, work with your friends, work 
in the community. All of that needs to be run through the grid: What is my part in contributing to 

the shalom of the community and why does that matter?  
 

So it’s interesting in verse 5 when he’s talking about a son who gathers or works hard during the 
summer is going to reap a harvest, and that’s the one who acts wisely. So you would think at the 
end of verse five, the contrast would be one who acts foolishly and that’s the one who sleeps 

through the harvest. The lazy son during the harvest time—the most important time—is just 
oversleeping every day and not doing his part. But it doesn’t say wise and foolish, it says wise and 

shameful. Shameful is a Hebrew word that really captures the context of the community. It’s the 
idea that that doesn’t just hurt you. We’re in this together and it actually affects everyone in the 
community, so there’s a shame factor that you do damage to all of us. You affect all of us because 

of your unwillingness to enter in and do your part to create a flourishing community.  
 

So verses 1 through 5 basically capture this theme that’s repeated again and again in Proverbs—the 
importance of a strong work ethic and being thoughtful about what you do with your money. Is it 
ultimately about how much money you can store up or is it about realizing this is my stewardship of 

shalom in our community and what does God expect of me? That then is kind of repeated in verse 
15: 

 
The rich man’s wealth is his fortress, 

The ruin of the poor is their poverty. 

 
Basically what happens when everybody’s in it for themselves is you end up with the rich and you 

end up with the poor. You end up with those who disadvantage others to advantage themselves— 
they’re kind of the winners so to speak—and then you have those who have been used and abused 
and cast aside. They’re the losers and eventually a culture cannibalizes itself; it doesn’t flourish and 
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everybody loses. So the rich think, “This is my safety; this is my security; this is my significance, 

my value, while the poor get stuck in their poverty and the culture just kind of disintegrates.  
 
Verse 16 then is the correction to that: The wages of the righteous is life. Again the righteous 

would be the tzadik, the one who wants to see everyone flourish, the one who is thinking of his or 
her business as, “This is my stewardship; this is how I tend the garden; this is my way of helping 

everyone flourish,” and what it says is the wages of the righteous is life. That’s shalom, the contrast 
to death. This is God’s vision; this is what God wants. So rather than a culture where there are 
winners and losers, it’s the concept of creating a culture where everyone flourishes. We’re in this 

together and that’s where life is found and where we find what our souls long for. That’s where we 
find trust, we find safety, security, prosperity—flourishing, which is what everyone wants. 

 
Now there’s no question this is complicated if you start to think of it on a world scale, on a national 
scale, on a city scale; it’s pretty overwhelming. So start with your scale. In other words, wherever 

you find yourself, what is your part in tending the garden, in contributing to the flourishing of your 
community?—because it’s got to start in pockets like that. The contrast in verse 16: the income of 

the wicked is punishment. Again, this is a theme that’s recycled throughout Proverbs—that when 
everybody’s in it for themselves, everybody’s taking, nobody’s giving, everybody’s advantaging 
themselves by disadvantaging others, ultimately the culture cannibalizes itself and ultimately 

everyone loses. Then, go to verse 28, 
 

The hope of the righteous is gladness,  

 
The hope is what’s in the future; it’s something that’s assured. It’s the idea that the vision of the 

righteous is full of hope; it’s full of joy; it’s full of gladness. It is the value system that ultimately 
will prevail when the new heaven and the new earth is ushered in. It will be the fulfillment of God’s 

vision for shalom. So you think about all of the anxiety, all of the fear, all of the concerns in our 
culture today. People’s souls long for something different. The vision of shalom, a vision of mutual 
flourishing—we’re all in this together; how we make it happen—is filled with hope. If we can find 

that in pockets and begin to make that happen, it’s a very compelling message.  
 

But the expectation of the wicked perishes. 

 
In other words, people that are in it for themselves ultimately cannibalize the culture; everyone 

loses; there’s no hope in that message.  
 

The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the upright. (Vs. 29) 

 
The way of the LORD would be the world as God intended it to be. I talked about this two weeks 

ago. There are moral laws just like there are physical laws, social laws, and spiritual laws that God 
has put in place, and when you violate those laws, you suffer the consequences. I talked last week 

that wisdom is not trying to get reality to adjust to your belief system. Reality—skillful living—is 
trying to get your belief system to adjust to reality, in other words to get in alignment with God’s 
laws in order to experience the flourishing that God intended. That’s what he means when he says,  

 
The way of the LORD is a stronghold to the upright  

But ruin to the workers of iniquity. 

The righteous will never be shaken, 

But the wicked will not dwell in the land.  (Vs. 29-30) 
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One of the ways to think about how the story ends: It ends with judgment; it ends with the new 

heaven and the new earth. One of the ways to view that is, ultimately, shalom wins! The very 
essence of the new heaven and the new earth is a place where everyone flourishes together and for 
those that are in alignment with that—the righteous—that’s what the future holds. Those that are 

determined to do violence to shalom, ultimately they are removed; they are set aside; they are 
moved out of the way in order for God’s vision to ultimately triumph. So that is a theme that runs 

through the book of Proverbs and an important theme in chapter ten.  
 
The second one has to do with the mouth. The two aren’t really related other than, like all the 

themes in Proverbs, it relates to the idea of shalom, of mutual flourishing, of how do we make this 
happen together? Now I’m going to tiptoe into delicate water with this one. I’ve been thinking about 

this and I’ve decided to do it but it’s delicate because what I’d like to do is think about what this 
proverb says about the mouth and the mouth’s capacity to either bring forth shalom or to do serious 
violence to shalom based on what’s coming out of the mouth, and I’d like to tie it specifically to the 

world of politics. Exactly—(laughter)—let’s all groan together...talking about what’s happening in 
Washington, D.C. We’re right in the middle of all this campaign stuff and I’ve been doing this for a 

couple of weeks and I’ve found it to be a very helpful grid to keep my thinking accurate. So let me 
illustrate on a micro scale, and then we’ll go to the macro scale. 
 

If I have a couple sitting in my office and let’s say the wife is saying to me, “I love my husband; I 
want my marriage to work; I don’t want my marriage to end; I really want to do this.” But then for 

the next hour what keeps coming out of her mouth is critical; it’s venomous; it’s poisonous; it’s 
destructive. At some point I’m going to stop her and say, “Help me understand. There seems to be a 
conflict between what you say you want in your marriage and what’s coming out of your mouth. 

Help me understand how those two go together. How do you think those words are going to heal 
your marriage?”  

 
Well, it’s the very same concept then at a macro level. Now to do this, here’s what I’m asking you 
to do. I want to remove the party affiliations so it’s irrelevant if it’s Republican or Democrat or 

anything else. I want to remove the positions—whether you agree or disagree with a particular 
position someone takes. Separate all that out and just think of it through the grid of: “What are the 

words coming out of this person’s mouth?” and that is reflective of what’s in their heart. There’s 
actually a point to this and I will get to it. So look, for example, at the second part of verse 6: 
 

But the mouth of the wicked conceals violence. 

 

Now again, wicked is not evil. We’re not talking about evil people, but about those who are in it for 
themselves—to advantage themselves, their party, and their position. They want to win. They want 
to defeat the other one and the idea of concealing violence basically carries the idea that words can 

sound sophisticated and convincing but underneath the surface it’s really doing damage to shalom. 
Violence doesn’t necessarily mean bloodshed in the street; it’s violence to shalom. It’s breaking 

down the possibility of mutual flourishing. So the grid is: when someone opens up his or her mouth, 
do those words sound like what’s in that person’s heart really wants to create shalom or is it, “I 
want to win; I want to be right; I want to crush my opponent; I want to advance my career.” What is 

really in the heart? That’s what I’m getting at.  Verse 8: 
 

The wise of heart will receive commands, 

But a babbling fool will be ruined. 
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The wise—we talked about this last week. They’re teachable; they want to learn; they want to grow; 

they want to be corrected because ultimately they want shalom. “Tell me where I’m off and I need 
to be corrected. Let’s do this together.” But the second part of the verse...the babbling fool...the 
fool is the Hebrew word that we’ve seen before; it’s the know-it-all fool. So it’s the fool that doesn’t 

want to hear what Lady Wisdom has to say.” I don’t need to hear; I already know everything.” The 
babbling is the addition to the idea that this is someone who just babbles on and on. It’s like the 

imagery of a brook and you hear a babbling brook and it’s nonstop. It goes on and on and on. Now 
think about whatever news network you choose. It’s full of people that get on these networks and 
they just babble on and on and on. The facts are irrelevant; the truth is irrelevant. No matter what is 

presented, they’re not going to change their minds; they’re not going to get knocked off their talking 
points because ultimately it’s about winning. Ultimately it’s about advancing, about crushing the 

other side and they just go on and go a hundred miles an hour and they don’t listen, and they get 
described in Proverbs as babbling fools. You have to ask yourself: Is the intent of the heart to 
genuinely create shalom or is it to ultimately win, to crush the enemy? Is there another motive to it?  

Verse 10: 
 

He who winks the eye causes trouble, [and again]  
And a babbling fool will be ruined. 

 

A babbling fool will be ruined because you create a culture that cannibalizes itself and everybody 
ultimately loses. That’s a real common theme in the book of Proverbs. The idea of winking an eye is 

the idea of not really telling the truth. It’s kind of misinformation or half-truths. It’s, “I’m going to 
say this—kind of wink the eye—everybody knows it’s not really true but we have to win and this is 
the truth as I need it to be in order to advance my agenda.”  

 
Now think of it again on the microlevel. Is it possible for a marriage to flourish with the winking of 

an eye? In other words, if every day Patti and I lie to each other—half truths, mistruths, 
misinformation, wink an eye—whatever is necessary to get what I want—it is virtually impossible 
for a marriage to flourish with that behavior. I think we all get that. It is no different at the 

macrolevel. If you can’t trust one another, then you can’t flourish, so you end up with this winking 
of the eye that the Proverbs says causes trouble. Verse 12:  

 
Hatred stirs up strife. 

 

Hatred as defined in Proverbs is not emotional hatred, “I hate you.” It’s wishing ill will on 
someone. I want to see you fail. I want to see you lose. I want to see you crushed. I want something 

bad to happen to you. I’ll do whatever is necessary to win because I genuinely want ill will—bad 
things to happen to you in order to advance myself and my own agenda. One more, verse 18: 
 

He who conceals hatred has lying lips, 

And he who spreads slander is a fool. 

 
The idea of, again, concealing hatred, concealing ill will, is the idea of trying to wrap up speech so 
it sounds more noble than it is. It sounds like something really good and impressive but, at the end 

of the day there’s an agenda to it. The idea of lying lips is its hypocrisy. That’s not really what’s in 
the heart. “I want to win. I want to advance myself. I want to advance my career. I want to defeat 

the enemy. I’ll say whatever I need to in order to win this thing.” When you go through all these 
different verses, and the proverbs are full of them, the consistent message is to evaluate what comes 
out of the mouth, and that reveals what’s in the heart.  
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So take verse 18 again and think about how this relates to the media, especially the national media. 

Again, whatever news outlet you choose, that’s up to you. People tend to think every news outlet is 
bias except the one I watch and it’s very helpful to start with—they’re all biased. They all have an 
agenda. They’re all picking the information they want to give to you. They’re picking the parts of 

the video they want to show you. They’re all promoting an agenda and they have no problem 
misrepresenting the truth if it advances their agenda. The media—the national media—has a vested 

interest in creating conflict. Conflict is good for business. The more it stirs up anger and conflict, 
the more it spills into the street, the better it is for business. But what you have to stop and think 
about is: What is that doing to the community? What is that doing to flourishing? And what is it 

doing to you? The media plays us like puppets—gets us all wound up, gets us angry at the very 
people we are called to love and to reach.  

 
So by now you’re thinking, “Okay what is the point?” That’s a fine question. Here’s the point: If 
you run what’s happening in Washington, D.C. and in the campaigns and the elections, regardless 

of who it is and what party it is, with few exceptions, I don’t think anyone in the room would 
conclude that what’s in the hearts of these people is creating shalom. They’re not seeking to create 

healing and a community that flourishes together. That’s not what’s driving them and here’s my 
point: At some point, we as Christians have to come to grips with the fact that the answers are not in 
Washington, D.C. They are not and they will not be. Hope and change doesn’t come from the 

government; it comes from the gospel. For eighteen months the media gets people stirred up and 
anxious and depressed and angry with the people they work with or go to school with or live next 

door to—playing them like puppets.  But at some point you have to say, “What are we doing?” You 
need to be informed; you need to vote your conscience, but other than that, you need to let that stuff 
go and focus your intention on that which really matters. Shalom is never going to come from 

Washington, D.C. That’s not their motive. That’s not their intent. That’s not what they want nor is it 
the purpose of government. Government’s good and it’s important and we need to respect that, but 

government does not have the hope of the world.  
 
If we are going to be serious about the mission of the church, you have to back away from that. You 

have to disconnect from that. You can’t let it get you all worked up and lathered up and get to the 
point where you’re actually disliking, even hating the people that you work with, the people you go 

to school with, the people next door. There are people in the room, when they see a bumper sticker 
for someone, it actually makes their blood pressure go up and it ruins their day, and at some point 
you have to say, “Life is too short for that.” At some point you have to disconnect from all that and 

realize we’re called to tend the garden; we’re called to create shalom. We need to rethink what 
matters to us day in and day out. As a matter of fact, you look at verse 12: 

 
Hatred stirs up strife, 

But love covers all transgressions. 

 
Didn’t Jesus say it is how we love that will identify us as a disciple of Christ? Didn’t Jesus say, 

“Turn the other cheek”? Didn’t He say, “Love your enemy”? Didn’t He say, “Do good to those who 
persecute you”? Didn’t He say, “If somebody makes you carry their pack one mile, you carry it 
two”? Isn’t Jesus calling us to a different vision that has the possibility of creating pockets of 

shalom? We need to stop focusing on all that other stuff that ultimately isn’t going to deliver the 
goods, and get our attention on that which really does matter. It says in verse 13: 

 
On the lips of the discerning, wisdom is found, 
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The idea of discerning is that I should be able to discern the effect of my words. That’s part of 

skillful living. In other words, I need to know when to keep my mouth shut. Skillful living is 
realizing: if I open my mouth right now, I’m just going to make somebody angry. I’m going to get 
somebody upset. I’m going to turn somebody off. I’m going to minimize my chance to talk to them 

about Jesus. I should know when there’s freedom to have meaningful conversation and when I need 
to just be quiet—which is what the proverb says in verse 19: 

 
When there are many words, transgression is unavoidable, 

But he who restrains his lips is wise. 

 
You know, that should be like the introvert verse. All of us that are introverts, we circle that one. 

Words are overrated. (I’m just kidding. It has nothing to do with that.) It does have to do with the 
fact that people that babble on and on and on typically don’t create shalom. They eventually create 
conflict everywhere they go. This may come as a newsflash to some of you but everyone doesn’t 

need to know your opinion on every subject. Newsflash: No one is listening. (Applause). But here’s 
the deal: You think about what this is saying in an ancient world. And then you think about it in a 

world of social media, where everybody feels the need to sit down and vent whatever it is they’re 
feeling and the damage that is done. At the end of the day, what have you changed? What have you 
accomplished? How is that advancing the cause of Christ? As a matter of fact, look what it says in 

verse 11: 
 

The mouth of the righteous is a fountain of life, 

 
In the ancient Near East, water was everything. A fountain with water in it was a place where 

everybody gathered together because in a dry, barren climate, water was the essence of life. It was 
so valuable to them. Those that are in it for shalom are those that want to, deep in their heart, figure 

out how do we advance shalom; how do we do this together? How do we create a culture where we 
can all flourish together?  What comes out of their mouths is like that refreshing, healing water. It’s 
that which is full of life. Isn’t it possible that in a small group around the water cooler at work, in 

the coffee house, that birds of a feather flock together and gather around and all vent their anger and 
frustration at what is going on in the world? Answer this: How is that a fountain of life and what is 

that accomplishing for good? It’s just riling up everybody. It’s just mutual anger, and it’s poison. At 
some point you have to realize: where is that coming from and why is that in me and is it consistent 
with what God wants for me? That that comes out of my mouth at home, at work, with my 

neighbors, with my friends, at the coffee shop, is it consistently a fountain of life. That is really 
much more conducive to healing and shalom than it is to division and anger and doing damage to 

the concept of shalom.  
 
At the end of the day we as Christians really need to think about what’s happening to us, what the 

media’s doing to us, how it affects us on a daily basis and really rethink what changes do I need to 
make in my life to recalibrate my focus on a daily basis? Other than voting for the candidate of my 

choice, what do I need to put my energy into and pay attention to and listen to and think about? I 
need to realize that often I sit with people who disagree with me in many ways: They have different 
values; they have different ideas; they have different lots of things and I need to realize I don’t need 

to always argue with them, to fix them, to correct them, to straighten them out, to give them the 
facts. Sometimes I just need to keep my mouth shut. Sometimes the wisest thing I can do is just be 

quiet, and rather than being angry at them and hating them and attacking them and fixing them, 
what if my mindset is: I really want to figure out how to serve you. I want to love you. I want to 
figure out what I can do to help you flourish, and what that would mean in your world—to 
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ultimately create a context where I could introduce you to the One who will forgive your sin and 

save your soul, because ultimately that’s what you’re longing for. You just don’t know that yet. 
What would it be like if I looked at the people around me through the lens of shalom, constantly 
thinking about what would be necessary to create a context where we could flourish together and 

create an environment where I could introduce you to Jesus?  
 

If we’re going to be serious about skillful living, you have to think about what you do with money 
and work and you definitely have to think about what comes out of your mouth. Those are two 
significant practical marks of skillful living. 

 
 

Our Father we celebrate again that You have given us wisdom to know how to live in 
difficult times. God, my prayer is that You would find us faithful, that we would be  
skillful, that our heart’s passion would be to bring about pockets of shalom, that we  

might introduce others to Jesus, that we might rightly represent Jesus to the world.  
In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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