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We’re going to begin this morning with true confessions:  What does Bryan struggle with?  Well, to 
start with a few things I don’t struggle with:  I personally don’t struggle with pornography.  It’s an 
area of my life where I’ve been very disciplined.  I don’t flirt with other women.  I love my wife.  
That matters to me.  I don’t have big financial problems.  We live within our means, pretty 
passionate about living a generous lifestyle.  So what do I struggle with?  Well, there’s probably a 
list of things, but one of the things that I chronically struggle with—year after year after year—is 
self-sufficiency.  You say, “Oh, self-sufficient, man, that’s not that big a deal.”  It’s a huge deal, and 
self-sufficiency can lead to bad decisions which can hurt lots of people.  It looks like this:  I would 
say sincerely I love Jesus.  I am passionate about living for the things that matter.  I have a deep 
passion within me to walk uprightly and live a righteous life.  God has wired me up to be a leader.  I 
like challenges.  I like to take charge.  I like to make a difference.  I like to think strategically.  But 
here’s the problem:  more often than I’d care to admit, I like to do it myself.  Therein lies the 
problem.  I’m not doing bad things; I’m not doing evil things.  I’m really sincerely wanting to serve 
God but I’m busy about my own plan, hoping God will bless me along the way.   
 
We’ve talked about it before:  To be a spiritual leader, you need to learn to be a good follower.  I’m 
going to guess if God has wired you up to be a leader, it’s likely that you too struggle with self-
sufficiency.  This is not a new problem.  It goes back thousands of years and was a significant 
problem for David that put thousands of peoples’ lives at risk.  That’s what we want to talk about 
this morning.  If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Samuel, Chapter 27.  If you’re visiting with us, 
we’re working our way through the Old Testament book of 1 Samuel.  Last week was kind of a 
hundred miles an hour, trying to catch up a little bit; this week we take a deep breath, slow down a 
little bit.  It’s a relatively short chapter so it’s a chance to review, maybe get caught up as to where 
we’re at in the story. 
 
The nation of Israel decided they wanted a human king.  They, in essence, rejected God as king; 
they wanted a human king.  Samuel warned them not to pursue that, but they insisted they wanted a 
king like the other nations, so that’s what they got.  God gave them Saul—what I referred to as a 
show king—tall, dark, and handsome, very impressive to look at.  The nation agreed that’s what 
they wanted.  But Saul was so filled fear, with insecurity, with his own arrogance and struggles, that 
Saul really didn’t have a heart for God.  But Samuel spoke for God and told Saul that God promised 
to give Saul everything necessary to succeed.  He would change him; He would empower him; He 
would give him what he needed to be a great king.  It simply would not be correct to say that God 
set Saul up to fail.  That’s just not correct.  God gave him everything he needed to be a successful 
king.  What is correct is that Saul did not have a heart for God.  He simply didn’t want to follow 
God; he didn’t want to obey God; he didn’t want to do it God’s way.  Saul lacked the faith to trust 
God.  Again and again he disobeyed God until finally God reached the point where he rejected Saul 
as king, and through Samuel anointed David as the next king of Israel.  
 
David is identified as having a heart for God.  David trusted God.  David longed to walk in 
obedience to God.  The difference between Saul and David is not that Saul sinned and David did 
not.  It’s not that Saul failed and David did not.  It’s that David had a heart for God; Saul did not.  
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David’s life was characterized by repentance and confession of sin.  Saul was never more than just 
sorry when he sinned before God.  The key chapter that demonstrates the difference between Saul 
and David was chapter 17, the famous story of David fighting Goliath.  Goliath comes on the scene 
and it’s an opportunity to see the difference between Saul and David.  Saul was paralyzed in fear.  
Saul didn’t trust God.  Saul was unwilling to do anything.  Here’s this little shepherd boy, a 
teenager, that has such faith in God that he steps forward and he topples the giant.  The people then 
fall in love with David.  God gives David a series of victories.  Clearly God’s hand is on David; 
David is winning the hearts of the nation but that becomes so threatening to Saul.  Because of Saul’s 
fears, because of Saul’s insecurities, he’s so threatened that he determines that David must die. 
 
From the moment that David trusted God to defeat Goliath, his life has become a nightmare.  He is 
now public enemy number one.  He is a fugitive fleeing for his life because Saul wants to kill him.  
Sometimes in these biblical stories I think we forget the amount of time that passes; but this is not 
like a bad week in the life of David.  It’s not a bad month in the life of David; it will be well over a 
decade that David will live in the wilderness trying to survive as Saul seeks to kill him.  There’s just 
no way that that could have made sense to David.  David was walking in obedience.  David was 
trying to do everything right.  David was trying to please God and his life is turned into a nightmare.  
He had to have been confused.  He had to have been hurt.  He had to have wondered: where is God 
in all this?  For well over a decade God was preparing David to be a great king, but that would 
require a decade in the wilderness.  So now David has determined that he will not kill Saul.  Even 
though Saul is chasing him, trying to kill him, he will not kill God’s anointed, which leaves him 
only one option:  If he’s not going to fight, then he must flee and that’s where we pick up the story 
in chapter 27: 
 

Then David said to himself, "Now I will perish one day by the hand of Saul. There is 
nothing better for me than to escape into the land of the Philistines. Saul then will 
despair of searching for me anymore in all the territory of Israel and I will escape from 
his hand."  So David arose and crossed over, he and the six hundred men who were 
with him, to Achish the son of Maoch, king of Gath.  And David lived with Achish at 
Gath, he and his men, each with his household, even David with his two wives, 
Ahinoam the Jezreelitess, and Abigail the Carmelitess, Nabal's widow.  Now it was told 
Saul that David had fled to Gath, so he no longer searched for him. (*NASB, 1 Sam. 27:1-4) 

 
So David determines the only safe place is to go into the land of the Philistines.  He believes Saul 
won’t chase him there because Saul doesn’t want to pick that fight, and this is a place where they 
can set up and rest.  It’s helpful to understand David has six hundred men, but we also learn that 
many of those men had wives and they had children, their households, and so most scholars guess 
this was anywhere from a thousand at the low end to as many as three thousand people on the high 
end.  Now can you imagine being in the wilderness trying to hide from Saul, trying to find enough 
food and water for a thousand, two thousand people to survive on a daily basis day after day, week 
after week, month after month.  It just is an unimaginable chore.  So David decides they will go to 
the land of the Philistines; maybe they can set up, find refuge there. 
 
Now I suppose on one hand we could say David maybe lacked faith.  Saul had reminded David he 
will be king; Jonathan reminded David; Abigail reminded David; Samuel reminded David.  So there 
were all these reminders, “You’re not going to die; you will become king.” But the reality of the 
circumstances must have been so confusing that he wasn’t sure and so they flee to the land of the 
Philistines.   
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So Gath is the hometown of Goliath.  Gath is about thirty miles pretty much straight west of 
Bethlehem towards the Mediterranean Sea and David had traveled this journey before.  If you 
remember all the way back in chapter 21, David, by himself, escaped into the land of Gath, thought 
maybe he could hide there, but the people recognized him.  He was the guy that killed Goliath, so 
David then became fearful that Achish would kill him because he feared David, and so David 
pretended to be insane—acted like a mad man in order to escape. That wasn’t exactly David’s finest 
hour.  Now he’s back in the land of the Philistines with this large group of people. Whatever the 
dialogue was, perhaps Achish realized now that there was this civil war going on—that Saul was 
trying to kill David, that David was at war with Saul—he realized that and whatever dialogue they 
had, Achish was, “Okay, you can settle here,” so they settle into the land.  The text tells us that 
Saul, when he found that out, stopped searching for David. 
 
The other part of the text is the reminder of David’s two wives.  Last week that came up and I 
basically just kind of went right over it, and I’d be tempted to do the same this week.  But we 
probably should talk about it.  There’s always this confusion in the Old Testament with some of 
these great saints that clearly have a heart for God but have multiple wives.  It’s helpful to realize 
Genesis 2 is the clear description of God’s intent—one man, one woman in a one flesh relationship.  
But it’s also helpful to understand in the ancient world it was the law of the jungle. It was a violent, 
dangerous world, and basically the way to survive was to build up your clan—your family—big 
enough to have some sort of a city that might have walls that protected you.  If you were just a 
small little group of nomads, your chance of survival was almost zero.  So if you had wealth, if you 
had position, if you had power, it was very common that you had multiple wives in order to produce 
multiple children in order to create a nation as fast as possible to be big enough to be safe—to 
hunker down, put up walls, and survive.    
 
In a 21st century culture we tend to read a lot of sexual stuff into this; it wasn’t about that at all.  It 
was about producing children in order to have enough offspring in order to grow your clan, or your 
family, in order to survive the dangers of the day.  The text doesn’t say God was for it; God doesn’t 
condemn it in the text; it’s just a reality of the story.  I would also say this:  I have no doubt that 
there are things that are part of our lives as 21st century Americans that are offensive to God but 
they’re just so much a part of the culture, they’re so much a part of everyday life, we don’t even 
realize it.  That’s kind of the way it was in the ancient world.  This was a common practice even 
among those that had a heart to pursue God which includes David.  Verse 5: 
 

Then David said to Achish, "If now I have found favor in your sight, let them give me 
a place in one of the cities in the country, that I may live there; for why should your 
servant live in the royal city with you?"  So Achish gave him Ziklag that day; 
therefore Ziklag has belonged to the kings of Judah to this day.  The number of days 
that David lived in the country of the Philistines was a year and four months. (Vs. 5-7) 

 
So David’s going to stay there for sixteen months.  David goes to the king and says, “Hey, I’d like 
my own place.  Is there somewhere where I can move?”  And I’m going to guess Achish found it a 
burden to try and figure out how to keep several thousand people alive—was probably pretty open 
to this idea—so Achish gives him Ziklag which was about twenty miles straight south.  It’s helpful 
in the Samuel story to remember that all of this ground was supposed to belong to Israel.  God gave 
the nation of Israel all of this ground, and when Joshua went in, they were supposed to divide and 
conquer and take the ground and live in peace.  But the people grew weary of fighting.  They didn’t 
drive out the enemies; they didn’t take the land, and so there was constant conflict in the land.  So 
all of these towns and cities and areas were areas that should have belonged to Israel.  So Ziklag 
was given to Judah by Joshua.  But Judah never possessed Ziklag until David arrived, and then the 
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text tells us from that moment on all the way up to the writing of 1st Samuel, Ziklag belonged to 
Israel.  I think because of the southern location it made sense to Achish because it created a strong 
boundary to the south in case enemies came up from the south, so Achish gained a lot by that.  And 
it gave David a place to set up camp and to make his raids, so it was a logical place for both.   
 

Now David and his men went up and raided the Geshurites and the Girzites and the 
Amalekites; for they were the inhabitants of the land from ancient times, as you come 
to Shur even as far as the land of Egypt.  David attacked the land and did not leave a 
man or a woman alive, and he took away the sheep, the cattle, the donkeys, the 
camels, and the clothing. Then he returned and came to Achish.  Now Achish said, 
"Where have you made a raid today?" And David said, "Against the Negev of Judah 
and against the Negev of the Jerahmeelites and against the Negev of the Kenites."  
David did not leave a man or a woman alive to bring to Gath, saying, "Otherwise 
they will tell about us, saying, 'So has David done and so has been his practice all the 
time he has lived in the country of the Philistines.' " So Achish believed David, saying, 
"He has surely made himself odious among his people Israel; therefore he will 
become my servant forever." (Vs. 8-12) 

 
So basically David gets in Ziklag and starts these raids.  Again, we read some of these Old 
Testament texts and they seem violent and bloody and they are, but we tend to kind of judge them 
through a 21st century American perspective.  I would suggest to you it’s very easy to sit in your 
comfortable living room in Lincoln, Nebraska, and cast judgment on the actions of people in an 
ancient world.  But in the ancient world it was violent; it was bloody; it was “kill or be killed”.  It’s 
naive to think all these people could live side by side and just get along.  It just didn’t work that 
way, and so there was this constant danger and risk and fighting.  So imagine that you’re married; 
you have children; you have family; you have friends—all these people matter to you—it was as 
simple as either you kill or be killed.  And so a lot of these raids were dealing with enemies that 
posed a threat.  What David is doing makes sense from a human point of view because what he was 
doing was attacking the enemies to the south on the southern border of Judah.  So the Amalekites, 
for example, were a very violent, aggressive people—very similar to modern-day ISIS.  They were 
kind of pocketed in different places.  They were blood thirsty, and they loved to kill.  And so they 
were on the southern border as well as a couple of these other peoples. 
 
So what David was doing is dealing with these southern enemies so that when he became king, the 
southern border would be safe.  So in a sense he’s already working his strategy.  In addition to that, 
these people of Judah—the southern part of Israel—loved David.  All of a sudden David is coming 
to their rescue; he’s dealing with the threat; he’s leading like a king; and already he’s got the love 
and support of those in the South.  It is preparing the way to the throne.  So in that sense this makes 
perfect sense.  Where this becomes difficult is when David goes and reports back to Achish, 
because he just simply lies through his teeth.  He completely lies to Achish.  What he tells Achish 
is, “I’m working over these people in Israel.  I’m attacking these different cities and groups in Israel 
because we’re having this civil war,” and that’s why Achish says, “He’s really made himself odious 
to Israel, that David is fighting the Israelites—he’s at war with them—they must really hate each 
other.  He could never go back; that’s why he’s going to stay forever.” 
 
The question that we bump into, and we talked about this in chapter 21:  In this position is it 
morally right for David to lie?  In other words, is this really what God wanted from David?  
Philosophers, theologians refer to this as “situational ethics”.  In other words, in certain situations 
do the ethics change?  There are multiple camps that have different thoughts on this; there are 
thoughtful people who have argued this for thousands of years.  Kind of the classic illustration 
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people give goes back to World War II with Corrie ten Boom, who took Jews into her home, hid 
them in secret places in her home in order that the Nazis wouldn’t find them.  So when the Nazis 
would knock at the door, she would flat lie to them.  And so these discussions are: was that right or 
wrong and how do you sort that out?  Even within Corrie ten Boom’s family there was 
disagreement.  Her sister believed you had to always tell the truth, so when the Nazis knocked at the 
door, the sister told the truth.  Consequently the Jews were captured and hauled off to concentration 
camps.  Corrie ten Boom lied and so you have these long debates about moral ethics and what’s 
right and wrong in very difficult circumstances.   
 
Now it’s probably not likely we’re going to sort this all out and solve it this morning, but I do want 
to give you just a couple of things to think about.  Number one: Right is always right; wrong is 
always wrong because we’re not talking about things that are put on a list by somebody.  We’re 
talking about right and wrong being rooted to the character of God—and the character of God never 
changes.  So I think right is always right; wrong is always wrong.  Second of all: Life can get very 
confusing and sometimes it is genuinely hard to figure out in this circumstance what would the right 
thing be?  Go back to Corrie ten Boom with the Jews.  It’s too simplistic to say she should or should 
not have lied.  There are many moral issues at play.  What about the commitment to these Jews to 
hide them?  What about the moral ethics of giving them to the Nazis, knowing they would torture 
and kill them.  There’s a whole list of moral issues at play.  It’s like: what is the right thing to do 
here?   
 
So I’ll grant you in 21st century America life can sometimes get really confusing about moral ethics 
and what is the right thing to do in this circumstance?  Understanding that, then I think it’s always 
very helpful to assess motive.  Let’s say you’re a business man or a business woman and you say, 
“You know in our industry, this is just the way it’s done.”  There’s a little lie here; there’s a little 
deceit here; there’s a little stuff under the carpet here. There are just these things that are done that 
aren’t real ethical, but the excuse is that’s just the way it’s done in our industry.  In that case it’s 
really not about doing the right thing before a righteous God; it’s about your bottom line.  So it’s 
really helpful to think: what is my motive?  My motive needs to be what is the right thing to do 
before a holy God as a Christian? 
 
The last, and maybe most important is to understand you have been given the Holy Spirit who lives 
within you as a Christian, to lead and guide you to understand what is the right thing to do in very 
complicated circumstances.  At the end of the day, I can’t make a list for you.  Nobody else can 
make a list for you.  It’s the indwelling Holy Spirit that has to lead you and guide you.  That’s why 
self-sufficiency is so dangerous.  We need to be in tune to the voice of God and where is God 
leading me and what would the right thing be in this circumstance?  
 
This is Mother’s Day.  We just had a bunch of parents on the stage with their children.  I think we 
all understand the easiest thing parents do is stand here and say, “Yes, we will.”  The hard thing is 
to actually do it in everyday life.  If as a parent all you’re doing is teaching your children how to 
follow the rules, I would suggest to you, you are absolutely not equipping your children to make it 
in this very morally confusing culture.  What needs to happen is they need to be trained how to 
listen to the still small voice of God within them, to give them an internal moral compass to 
navigate what is becoming a very morally confusing culture.  And the only way you as a parent can 
teach them that, is if you as a parent live that way.  So self-sufficiency is the danger—we’re just off 
on our own and we’re going to make bad decisions; we’re going to create a mess.  We need to learn 
to listen to the still small voice of God as He leads us step by step, day after day, week after week, 
which brings us back to the David story.  
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Was David right?  This chapter’s very subtle.  It’s very much like chapter 21.  There’s nowhere in 
the chapter where David is openly condemned by God, but we do notice a couple of things.  
Number one: we notice that nowhere in the chapter is God mentioned—nowhere!  His name doesn’t 
come up in the chapter at all!  David has his own personal priest.  He’s had him since chapter 21.  
That priest has the ephod.  All David had to do was say, “Abiathar, what does God want us to do?”  
I think David’s sincere.  I think David has a heart for God.  I think David’s trying to do the right 
thing, but I do think David’s doing this totally on his own.  He’s a leader; he’s a warrior; he’s a 
take-charge kind of guy.  But now he’s getting himself in a mess.  Now in order to cover up his lies, 
every time he raids somewhere he has to kill men, women, and children, so nobody can go back to 
Achish and tell Achish what David’s really doing.  So his lie is now creating this dynamic where 
these people need to die and it’s just all starting to compound and get out of control.  Chapter 28, 
verse 1: 
 

Now it came about in those days that the Philistines gathered their armed camps for 
war, to fight against Israel. And Achish said to David, "Know assuredly that you will 
go out with me in the camp, you and your men."  David said to Achish, "Very well, 
you shall know what your servant can do." So Achish said to David, "Very well, I will 
make you my bodyguard for life." (1 Sam. 28:1-2) 
 

So now we have a really difficult predicament.  The Philistines are declaring war on Israel and 
Achish says, “David, you and your men are really good fighters; we want you on our team; we want 
you on the front lines.”  And David is now in a very difficult position.  Now David has to fight with 
the Philistines against his own people, his people whom God has called him to be king.  He kind of 
responds initially with the tough-guy thing, “I’ll show you what I can do,” but now he’s in the midst 
of a dilemma.  How could David possibly fight with the Philistines, kill his own people, and then 
become king, when the Israelites would know David sided with the Philistines—with the army, the 
pagan army that was so offensive to God.  But David fought with them against the Israelites, now 
he wants to be our king?  This is an absolute disaster in the making and David’s got himself in a 
very difficult position.  If David is found out that he has been lying to Achish, it is likely that not 
only David, but all of these people will be killed.  There are now thousands of lives at stake because 
David has acted on his own, and once again made a mess of things.   
 
David is in the Wilderness School of Leadership, learning what it means to follow.  I think he’s 
sincere; I think he’s rightly motivated, but at some point David has to learn that to be a good leader 
you have to become a faithful follower.  You have to trust God. You have to listen to God.  You 
have to ask God.  Now he’s in a mess.  How could David possibly get out of this mess?  We will not 
know until next week! (laughter) 
 
A couple of things to think about as we wrap this up though: I think it is very easy to be a good 
Christian, to want to live a moral life, to try to do the right thing, to have my ticket to heaven, to 
believe in Jesus but be completely self-sufficient.  I mean: Be honest!  Would you say day in and 
day out, week in and week out, there is a clear sense of God’s leading in your life...or are you just 
cranking it out?  You’re doing your thing, hoping God blesses you along the way?  You might be 
well motivated.  You might be doing good things.  You’re not out doing immoral things; you really 
sincerely want to be a good Christian.   
 
Think of it this way: What if I told you that six months ago God checked out?  God pulled away, 
decided to pay attention to a different universe. God hasn’t been actively engaged in our world for 
six months!  Would you know that?  Would you even know that?  Would it change anything?  
Would it change the way you run your business?  Would it change the way you parent your 
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children?  Would it change the way you do your marriage?  Would it change your daily rhythms 
and activities?  Would it change anything?  Or is it possible that God could check out for years and 
we wouldn’t even know it because we’ve become so self-sufficient?  I’ve got my ticket to heaven 
when I die.  You know God’s on the help line—can call Him when I need Him—but otherwise, I’m 
running my show and just kind of hoping He blesses me along the way. 
 
Again this Mother’s Day we’re talking about parents and children.  It’s really easy for parents to 
say, “You know, I believe in the Jesus thing—really important to have a ticket to heaven.  I want 
my kids to have the ticket to heaven.”  But day in day out, the rhythms of life are really not about 
seeking and following God; it’s about doing our own thing and hoping God blesses us along the 
way.  I think what happens with a lot of parents is they basically function in a very self-sufficient 
way.  They’re not doing bad things, evil things; they do believe in Jesus; they do have their ticket to 
heaven, but Jesus really isn’t a part of the day-in-day-out activity of life.  And then as parents you 
wake up one morning and your kids inform you they have no interest in this Jesus thing, and you’re 
shocked.  You say, “I don’t know what happened?”  What happened is that’s what you modeled for 
them.  What you modeled for them is that Jesus has no real practical role in the everyday rhythm of 
life, and your kids figured it out and they grow up and say, “Don’t really need it.”   
 
To truly learn to follow Jesus—to have this sense of my dependence and need for Jesus—those are 
lessons typically learned in the wilderness.  It’s in the wilderness when we suddenly realize I’m not 
self-sufficient; I can’t do this by myself.  I desperately need God!  But those are the lessons in the 
wilderness that we need to remember—that we remember what it means to follow God when God 
invites us to lead to accomplish great things for Him. 
 
 

Our Father, we thank You that You are always faithful to us.  But, God, I would be the first 
one to say we’re not always faithful to You.  It’s easy to become self-sufficient, do our own 
thing, keep Jesus in our back pocket in case we need Him, and just hope You bless us 
along the way.  God, help us to understand if we’re really going to be serious about being 
leaders, then we need to understand what it means to be a faithful follower.  In Jesus’ 
name.  Amen 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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Opening Discussion 
 

1. How would you describe self-sufficiency?   Is it a good or bad thing? 
 

 
2. Do you think most people whom God has wired up as leaders struggle with self-

sufficiency?  Why or why not? 
 

 
3. Is there more to the Christian life than just being good and trying to live a moral life?  

What might it look like for God to really factor into life at home, school, work, etc.? 
 

Bible Study 
 

1. Review the Saul David story so far.   What has transpired?  How are Saul and David 
different?   What do you think David is learning in the wilderness? 
 
 

2. Read I Samuel 27:1-7.  Why does David flee the land of Israel?  Was this a lack of faith 
that God would protect him or good strategy?  Why?   Who all so far in the David story 
have told David he would be king?  Why does he doubt this? 
 
 

3. Read I Samuel 27:8-12.  What was David doing from Ziklag?  Why do you think David 
thought this was the right thing to do?  Was it?   
 

4. David clearly lied to Achish.  Was this right or wrong in God’s eyes?  Why?  Do 
circumstances change what is morally right or wrong?  Why or why not? 

 
 

5. Read I Samuel 28:1-2.  What is David’s predicament now?  How did this happen?  The 
text does not directly condemn David for his choices.  However, we notice that God is 
not mentioned at all in the chapter and now David has himself in a mess again.  While 
this may be a more subtle rebuke it is clearly meant to indicate what happens when a 
leader moves ahead, sincerely, without God’s leading.  What lesson does David need to 
learn in the wilderness school of leadership? 
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Application 
 

1. How involved is God in the daily decisions you make?  How does God really factor into 
your marriage, parenting, finances, job, school, etc.  Is God really leading your life or are 
you just trying to be a good Christian hoping God blesses your plans? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
2. What are some practical ways you can be more diligent to seek God’s leading in various 

areas of your life? 
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