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It Really Is Good News 
1 Corinthians 15:1-58  

Pastor Jeff Petersen 
 

If you have your Bible with you this morning, would you open with me to 1 Corinthians Chapter 
15? As I thought about this weekend, and yesterday finding out that I was going to share, thinking 
of what has been happening in the context with the Clark and Gingery family, as well as the context 
with what we are celebrating this baptism service this morning, I thought it would be really 
important for us to look at a passage, which is a reminder of hope and the goodness of God and 1 
Corinthians 15 is exactly that as the Apostle Paul lays out for us in very simple fashion once again 
the truth of the Gospel. We begin in verse 1: 
 

Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also 
you received, in which also you stand, by which also you are saved, if you hold fast 
the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 
 
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for 
our sins according to the Scriptures, and that He was buried, and that He was raised 
on the third day according to the Scriptures, and that He appeared to Cephas (who is 
Peter), then to the twelve. After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren 
at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep; then He 
appeared to James, then to all the apostles; and last of all, as to one untimely born, 
He appeared to me also. (*NASB, 1 Corinthians 15:1-8) 

 
In 1 Corinthians 15, the Apostle Paul just lays out for us the simplicity of the Gospel message and 
he starts by saying I am imparting to you that which is of first importance. This is the important 
thing that we have to understand and that is simply the Good News of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Three simple components that Paul lays out: There’s the death of Jesus Christ for our sins, His 
burial and His resurrection, and that’s what he shares as the essence of the Gospel message. But it’s 
important also to understand twice when he’s beginning to talk about what the Gospel is, he uses 
the phrase according to the Scriptures. According to the Scriptures, he shares with us about the 
death of Christ for our sins. According to the Scriptures, he shares with us about the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ. You see, all of the events we recount in the historical reality of the Gospel are in 
accordance with Scriptures that were previously written hundreds of years before. It is important for 
us to understand that when we think of the death, the burial, and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
none of those things were events that just took place that were a surprise to God or even to those 
who understood the Scripture. For hundreds of years, those events have been foretold and actually 
specifically prophesied that these things would take place, that this would be the way in which a 
holy God would reconcile a fallen mankind and a fallen world back to Himself. So God became a 
man to walk among us for the express purpose of dying on a cross for our sins. That’s what the 
Gospel message, that message of first importance begins: according to the Scriptures, Christ died 
for our sins.  
 
Throughout history, men and women have come to a point of personal realization of understanding 
that fundamentally there is something wrong with us, with all of us. No matter who we want to be 
or what we want to do, that something in us prevents us from being even the people that we want to 
be, let alone the people that God made us to be. We see this notion about sin has tainted everything 
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and some of even our greatest days are still tainted by the fallenness of our hearts. So throughout the 
Old Testament, there was the sacrificial system where they would go to the priest, and offerings and 
sacrifices would be made to atone for sin, and animals would be slaughtered one after the other, 
after the other, day after day, year after year, the blood would flow, and that blood was meant to be 
a covering, a symbolic covering of that, which would cover over our sins. But the Book of Hebrews 
brings it all together and makes it clear to us that the blood of bulls and goats could never actually 
pay for sin, it was simply a temporary covering and a foreshadowing of what God would do when 
He would send the One who would be the spotless Lamb of God, who would take away the sins of 
the world. So through all those generations, priests in the order of Levi, the Levitical priests would 
offer sacrifice after sacrifice after sacrifice, then in the incarnation, Jesus came and He came to be a 
priest in the order of Melchizedek, who would die once for all for our sins, and then we are told that 
after Jesus completed His sacrifice and resurrection, He is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
implying that the work is finished, and He is in a state of rest because it has been accomplished, 
redemption has been won. The Gospel begins with that important reality that God became a man to 
die, to take the place of you and I to pay the very real penalty that we owe for our sin, and it is only 
through the shed blood of Jesus Christ that we might have remission, payment for our sin and 
experience forgiveness through Jesus Christ.  
 
So there is the death of Jesus Christ. Then comes the burial of Jesus Christ. It’s important to 
understand that on the cross, Jesus physically died. And He was taken and placed in a borrowed 
tomb—didn’t have a tomb of His own—and He would remain in that tomb until the third day. The 
death of Jesus, the burial of Jesus, and then finally, in Paul’s message, the resurrection of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Early in the morning on the third day, the disciples and some of the women, they went 
to the tomb, they went there for one purpose, to anoint the dead body of Jesus as was their cultural 
custom. But boy were they surprised when they came into that garden tomb and the stone was rolled 
away, and an angel actually met them and said to them, “Why do you seek the living among the 
dead? He is not here, for He has risen!” You see the Gospel is about not only the death of Jesus 
Christ and His burial, but it hangs on the resurrection. It is about the hope that is ours because Jesus 
not only died for our sin, but He rose again to conquer death and to bring eternal life. It is that 
resurrection that allows the Good News to truly be just that Good News, and that’s what Paul 
expounds on in the rest of the chapter.  
 
He starts right here just trying to affirm and validate the reality of the resurrection. He talks about 
the resurrection account and says that Jesus appeared to Peter, He appeared to the Twelve, He 
appeared to different disciples, and we are told in another part of the Scripture, that over a period of 
forty days, Jesus continued to appear and gave many convincing proofs that He was alive after He 
had been publically crucified and everyone knew that He was dead. Right here we were reminded of 
the fact that during the time of those appearances, Jesus appeared to more than five hundred people, 
people who had seen Him be crucified, people who had seen Him dead. Over five hundred people 
saw Him alive again. They are eye witnesses to the entire event. In fact, Paul says right here in the 
text that most of them still remain, most people who saw Jesus alive were still alive at the writing of 
1 Corinthians 15. Paul is basically saying, if you don’t believe me, ask them. There are hundreds of 
witnesses who are still alive who witnessed this historically accurate event. It is because of the 
resurrection that we know that the Gospel has lasting value. That’s what Paul would talk about in 
the rest of the chapter.  
 
But it does raise the question for us, even if we believe the Gospel in the death, the burial and the 
resurrection, we still have to ask the question: What difference does it make today? What do those 
historical events have to do with those of us living in America in 2016? Well, this morning, we 
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want to talk about the fact that the Gospel message really is Good News. And it really is Good 
News for two reasons. First of all, it transforms. Second of all, it transcends. Paul starts talking 
about that by sharing his very own story. Verse 9:  
 

For I am the least of the apostles, and not fit to be called an apostle, because I 
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace 
toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but 
the grace of God with me. Whether then it was I or they, so we preach and so you 
believed. (Vs. 9-11) 

 
Paul wants to bring us right back to his story. He wants to remind us of who he was, that in his heart, 
before Christ, he was evil so much so that he was a persecutor of the very church of God. In fact, he 
was a partaker in the murder of early Christians. In another part of the Scripture, Paul refers to 
himself as the chief of sinners. Yet, he was used of God to literally change the world.  
 
I love the Book of Romans because it gives us such a complete layout of the Gospel story as Paul 
walks from chapter to chapter, explaining all the things that I’m explaining briefly today, he 
explains in great detail and leads us through the whole story of God’s redemptive plan. Then when 
it gets to Romans Chapter 7, it becomes really personal. At the end of Chapter 7, it’s almost like a 
personal crescendo because in Chapter 7, Paul is wrestling. He’s wrestling with his own soul, 
saying, “I want to do good. I want to please God. I want to be this sort of person. But I find this evil 
within me. I don’t even do the very thing that I want.” The struggle is so great and intense that Paul 
comes to the end of Chapter 7 and his conclusion is this: he says, “O wretched man that I am! Who 
will rescue me from this body of death?” Then in Romans 8, the entire thing turns the corner as in 
Chapter 8 verse 1, we are reminded that there is therefore now no condemnation for those who are 
in Christ Jesus. Thanks be to God, there is an answer for the condition, which is the brokenness in 
our own souls. And the answer is Jesus Christ, redeeming us, buying us back, forgiving us and 
setting us free. The great chapter of Romans 8 just continues to crescendo with the joy and the 
beauty of what God has done. So from the end of Chapter 7 when Paul is saying wretched man that 
I am to the end of Chapter 8 he’s describing us as more than conquerors through Christ Jesus who 
loved us and gave Himself up for us. You see the power of the Gospel and the reason that it is such 
Good News is because the Gospel transforms.  
 
This past week I’ve been in Asia, traveling on the other side of the world, and I found myself in 
some interesting places. I was in the world’s largest Muslim country, and while I was there, I was 
working with some of our leaders who were there from the world’s largest Hindu country, and then 
on the way back home, I traveled through the world’s largest atheistic country. When you spend as 
much time on planes like I do, you have a lot of hours, you can think and contemplate on a lot of 
different things. I found myself thinking about the state of Christianity in the world. I found myself 
saddened by just how convoluted things have become. You see, people in every one of those 
nations, lots of people, in each of those nations, have an expressed mission to eradicate and defeat 
Christianity. Whether it’s through Jihad because people are considered to be infidels or whether it’s 
because we don’t line up with another theology or whether it’s because of a systematic worldview 
that says there is no God, there are attempts being made around the world to literally wipe out 
Christianity. I found myself contemplating why that is. So much of it comes because Christianity in 
much of the East and much of the world is equated with America, that to be American, is to be 
Christian. So people’s perception of Christianity is based almost entirely on their perception of 
America. Things have become so convoluted.  
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As I was flying back to the U.S., I had a long layover, several hours in my favorite city on earth, 
which is Hong Kong. So I got out of the airport, I wanted to just spend some time down by the 
water, right by the harbor, I thought I’m going to have some great time; just spend some time with 
Jesus. So I went down, and I had been thinking on the whole trip, God has done some great things 
this past week for me personally and I just see Him show up in my life in some really amazing ways, 
He was just really taking care of me in some amazing ways, I found my heart really filled with 
thanksgiving. So I went down to the harbor and I found myself journaling, I was just filled with joy. 
God was stirring up His Spirit in my heart and I just was overcome with a sense of thankfulness to 
God for the goodness of who He is. Then I was thinking about where I have just been, in the 
world’s largest Muslim country, where I sat in that moment, in China, I thought about these 
different places, how convoluted things have become related to Christianity and it simply broke my 
heart. Because while I was sitting there, I was going back to the essence of what Christianity is all 
about, and that is a changed life.  
 
I like to tell people that I consider my life to be a great experiment. I am in a lifelong journey to try 
to figure out if the Gospel really is true. Is it possible that God can take someone whose life was a 
total train wreck and could He actually transform them into a trophy of His grace? I would say I 
have now realized when I look back and I’ve been honest enough with myself to see what I was like 
before I came to Christ. If I were to describe the condition of my soul before Jesus Christ, I would 
say that my soul was governed by chaos. I have been on a 30-year personal journey to seek, to take 
that ruined soul, and surrender it to Jesus Christ, and to the dominion and kingship of Christ in order 
to see that God might truly transform the very essence of who I am as a person. After 30 years of 
seeking to be in that process, I have come to two very clear conclusions: Number 1, I have a long 
way to go. There are still so many days and so many ways when I’m not the person I long to be, so 
many ways where I am still so not like Jesus, the wonder of who He is. I’m absolutely convinced 
I’ve got a long way to go. But the second thing I’m convinced is I absolutely am not the same 
person I used to be. The Gospel is Good News because the Gospel transforms. I have seen it in my 
own journey and my own story as God has taken my ruined soul and as He has led me from living a 
self-directed life and continually challenges me to live a Christ-directed life. You know, it’s like 
Bryan has talked about in our series of 1 Samuel, when Israel was wanting a king, the question was 
raised, who is the better king? That’s the question for you and me each and every day: Are we better 
kings in our own lives, or is God actually know us better, and does God have actually something 
better for us, that makes even the best possible King to rule and reign in our soul? As I have sought 
to live further and further in submission to the lordship of Christ, I have seen God do a transforming 
work in my heart.  
 
So as I sat there in Hong Kong and as I worshiped, I just found the Spirit of God welling up within 
me and I could not help but just began to sing. Now it was getting a little bit later in the morning, 
and people were starting to come all the way around. It’s a very popular area where I was, and I just 
found myself singing, and I just started singing out loud. I didn’t even care who heard and who saw 
me, as I sat there in China, just worshipping and singing praise to Jesus. I started to look around and 
I saw all kinds of different people. I saw an elderly people who were walking and exercising, 
couples and young people. And then there were these groups of children, school children, they are 
there on some sort of field trip, they started coming along these cute little Chinese kids with their 
big smiles all wearing the same outfit, and I looked at these kids and I smiled, and they all were 
waving at me and smiling back to me. And in my heart, I could think of only one thing: O how I 
want every person that I’m seeing to know this love of God, which completely changes our lives. I 
don’t care whether they are a Muslim, a Hindu, an atheist, I don’t care if they live right here in 
Lincoln, Nebraska, the world is filled with people who do not know the hope that we have found in 
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Jesus Christ, that is the essence of the Gospel, that is the heart of the mission. It’s not about politics 
or even social policy or agenda or nations, it’s about each one of us, trying to make it through this 
world and struggling along with the brokenness in our own soul. But the answer is there, the Lord 
Jesus Christ made the way and He wants to redeem and restore everyone. For those of us who know 
His love, O, how we want to be used by God to see others to know the same.  
 
The Gospel is Good News because it transforms. That’s what the church needs to be. That’s what 
the church ought to be. It raises a question for us this morning: Are we pursuing Jesus in such a way 
that we each are personally experiencing transformation? Because if we are not, we really have 
nothing to offer the world. But if we are, we have the greatest hope the world has ever seen.  
 
Paul says the Gospel is Good News because it transforms. But there’s a second reason, begins in 
verse 12:  
 

Now if Christ is preached, that He has been raised from the dead, how do some 
among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? But if there is no 
resurrection of the dead, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been 
raised, then our preaching is vain, your faith also is vain. Moreover we are even 
found to be false witnesses of God, because we testified against God that He raised 
Christ, whom He did not raise, if in fact the dead are not raised. For if the dead are 
not raised, not even Christ has been raised; and if Christ has not been raised, your 
faith is worthless; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. If we have hoped in Christ in this life only, we are of all men 
most to be pitied. (Vs. 12-19) 

 
When I was a young believer, I really did not like that verse. Because as a very young believer, I 
didn’t even believe in heaven. I didn’t know if there was a heaven or whether it was true. Frankly, I 
didn’t care because I thought Jesus is about making my life great right here and now, if there’s a 
heaven, that’s just a bonus. Boy was I wrong. You see, at the time, I was too blind to understand the 
depth of my own fallenness, I was too naïve to understand the depth of the world’s brokenness, I 
was too young to have felt just how painful this life really can be. On Friday morning, I got the 
word about what had happened with Bobbi, and I went out of here, and I was heading to the hospital. 
I just got a simple statement that said Bobbi had lost the baby. So I was driving up 70th street and 
I’m trying to process, and literally in my mind, I’m thinking this has to be a mistake, this must be 
bad information. Somebody caught me on the way out and asked me what happened, I said, I don’t 
want to say anything because I just need to find out if what I’ve heard is true. I couldn’t even 
process it. How could it be? It just seemed so wrong, so unfair. Then to watch my dear friends, what 
they walked through the next two days seemed beyond unfair, it seemed just down right cruel. How 
do you make sense of that? You know, this room is filled with people who have walked through 
pain, faced some of those most difficult and horrific circumstances, never expected in their lives, 
things that have seemed so unfair, perhaps even cruel. There’s rarely a week that goes by that 
someone in this church family is not going through some of the worst and hardest days of their lives 
here on earth. So when Paul says to us if this entire thing rises or falls on the resurrection, he’s 
absolutely right. Because if we have hope in Christ only for this life, then what are we doing? We 
are to be pitied more than all men. If the resurrection is not true, then what is the point if there’s not 
something more? Paul goes on to just express, he even stated himself in verse 32, he says: 
 

If the dead are not raised, let us eat and drink, for tomorrow we die.  
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If there is no resurrection, let’s eat, drink and be merry! Do whatever it takes, just live for yourself, 
figure out how to survive because we are all going to just die anyway. You know, we are struggling 
with what’s going on in our culture with our culture basically having no rules anymore, embracing 
anything for anyone, but the bottom line is, if there is no God, there is no resurrection, there is no 
future, and there is no truth, then why not? Who are we to say that any person can’t do whatever 
they want to try to feel a little bit better in the midst of this hurting journey? This whole thing rises 
or falls on the basis of the resurrection. Is it true? That’s what Paul spends the rest of the chapter 
making an ironclad case, not only for the resurrection, but for how it looks and how it works.  
 
The reality is that many people think that Christians are simply naïve and foolish and that when we 
talk about heaven and eternity, it’s pie in the sky in the sweet by and by, but really, it’s just a lie. 
That’s what many believe, that we are here just turning off our brains just saying something to make 
ourselves feel good so we can somehow make it through another day. Is that the reality? Truth is, 
the Gospel is Good News because it transcends, because there is a God, there was a resurrection and 
there is an eternity. You and I are promised by God that there will be a day, there will be a day 
when He wipes away every tear. There will be a day when there is no more disease. There will be a 
day when there is no more death, mourning, brokenness, this world is not what God made it to be, 
not what God intends it to be, this world is tragically fallen and every single one of us, believer and 
unbeliever alike experience the pain of sojourning through a fallen world.  
 
I think the challenge for us as believers is sometimes we get things confused in our mind. We sort 
of want to make a deal with God. We may not even consciously say this or think this, but we kind 
of go through our lives as followers of Christ with this mindset saying, “You know, God, I’ll follow 
You. I’ll give myself fully to You. I’ll live on Your terms. And that’s my part. Now God, You do 
Your part. You protect me. You bless me. You keep me from the pain of this fallen world.” But 
God never made us that promise. He never made us that deal. In fact, just the opposite, Jesus 
unequivocally said, “In this world, you will have trouble.” Where does the hope come from? What 
he said next, “But take heart, because I have overcome the world.” Our hope is not just in this life, 
our hope is in a resurrected Christ who literally will one day make all things new. That’s why as 
Paul goes through the rest of the chapter by verse 54, he comes to a crescendo of his own when he 
says,  
 

But when this perishable will have put on the imperishable, and this mortal will have 
put on immortality, then will come about the saying that is written, "Death is 
swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O death, where is your 
sting?" The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. (Vs. 54-57)  

 
Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting? Death is swallowed up in victory, 
that is the hope of the Gospel, the hope because it transcends. That is why even though this morning, 
some of us have been through a time of great sadness and grieving, it’s why at the same time this 
morning, we celebrate with great joy. Because through the course of this weekend, forty-three 
people are coming before us to make profession of their faith, to be baptized as a symbol of what 
we just talked about, the death, the burial and the resurrection of Jesus Christ, to say along with us 
that they believe this Good News. That they have given their hearts and lives to Jesus Christ, and 
they’re banking that it makes all the difference because the Good News transcends and the Good 
News transforms. So with Paul this morning, we celebrate even in the midst of the pain of this life, 
we celebrate the hope that we have in Christ, not hope that’s pie in the sky in the sweet by and by, 
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the certitude of a future based on the historical veracity of the resurrected Jesus Christ. So Paul 
concludes with an admonition to us, verse 58: 
 

Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, knowing that your toil is not in vain in the Lord.  
 

Friends, the truth is that life in this world is difficult. Sometimes, it’s just absolutely brutal. It can be 
cruel, it can be unfair, and it can hurt like you’ve never imagined it would hurt. But don’t give up. 
Don’t give in to the cynicism, don’t give in to the bitterness, take heed, as Paul’s admonition, the 
Gospel is Good News. It transforms and it transcends. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, stand firm, 
always give yourself fully to the work of the Lord because you know with certitude that your labor 
in the Lord is not in vain.  
 
 

Jesus, we come before You this morning, and we seek to be the church, which 
means as a family this morning, we mourn with those who mourn, but we also 
rejoice with those who rejoice. Both of those today are absolutely fitting as we 
look at the Gospel, which bridges the mourning and the joy. We look at the truth 
of the Good News, which takes us from this hurting and broken world and which 
gives us this certitude of a changed life and a new life with You forever. So God, 
take our hearts, fill this place with praise, as we, God, celebrate the lives, the 
forty-three people to whom You have revealed Yourself, people who have 
discovered the greatest news the world has ever heard that there’s a God He 
loves us, He is for us, He changes us, and He takes us to be with Himself. God, 
we worship You this morning. Be in our praise and have it our praise we pray for 
Your glory in Your Name. Amen.  
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