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1 Samuel 18:1-30 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
Good leaders, simply by virtue of the fact they are good leaders, expose bad leaders and most of the 
time, bad leaders don’t like that. Several years ago, we were in the 1 John series, I told the story 
about when I was living in Chicago. I was an apartment maintenance guy. A guy owned a bunch of 
apartments. Some of them were on the low end; some of them would get condemned by the city of 
Chicago. I’d get the condemnation notice; I had ‘X’ amount of time to go in and make the repairs 
on the list. It wasn’t unusual in those apartments to go in and, in the dark you could hear the rats 
running around in the apartment. I’d flick on the light and the rats would scatter. I was using that as 
an illustration that light exposes the rats and sometimes people don’t like their rats exposed. So if 
we kind of continue that same metaphor, sometimes when the light comes on, not all the rats scurry 
away. Some are “rodents of unusual size” to borrow a line from The Princess Bride. (Laughter) 
 
They are bad leaders whom the light has exposed as bad leaders and rather than scurry, they have 
the power and they have the position to make your life miserable. And that’s what we want to talk 
about this morning. If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Samuel, Chapter 18. If you’re visiting 
with us, we’re working our way through the Old Testament book of 1 Samuel. Last we were in 
chapter 17. It’s the classic story of David defeating Goliath. Since the battle with Goliath was 
winner-take-all, Israel has a lot to celebrate. David defeated Goliath; Israel defeats the Philistines, 
and rather than being enslaved, the people are still free. So there’s great celebration in the land. As a 
matter of fact, one would expect that people would love David for what he did and by and large that 
is true. The army loves David; the people love David; the servants of Saul love David. They all love 
David, and therein lies the problem because that is a threat to insecure Saul. And this is merely the 
beginning of what will be a nightmare for David. Chapter 18, verse 1: 
 

Now it came about when he had finished speaking to Saul, that the soul of Jonathan 
was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as himself. Saul took him that 
day and did not let him return to his father's house. Then Jonathan made a covenant 
with David because he loved him as himself. Jonathan stripped himself of the robe 
that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, including his sword and his 
bow and his belt. So David went out wherever Saul sent him, and prospered; and Saul 
set him over the men of war. And it was pleasing in the sight of all the people and also 
in the sight of Saul's servants. (*NASB, 1 Samuel 1:1-5) 
 

In this particular chapter, David is presented—in what we would call in a Hebrew narrative—as a 
flat character. What that means is what we won’t find out is what David is thinking. What we won’t 
find out is what David is feeling. He’s presented as a flat character. The technique is basically used 
to continue to define a character in the narrative, but all of that will be done through the eyes of 
everyone else. So it’s through the eyes of Jonathan; it’s through the eyes of Saul’s daughters; it’s 
through the eyes of the army; it’s through the eyes of the people. So as we work our way through 
this chapter, notice that David—as a character—is continuing to be developed, but in this chapter it 
is all done through the eyes of everyone else, as David remains a flat character in this particular 
chapter.  
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So David is meeting with Saul. It’s likely, then, his son Jonathan is there with Saul, and there is 
clearly a connection between Jonathan and David. We met Jonathan several weeks ago—Jonathan 
was Saul’s son. Jonathan was a man of courage and faith; Jonathan was a warrior. Jonathan was 
very frustrated by the inaction, the lack of courage, the insecurity of his father as king. So it makes 
sense that Jonathan would connect deeply with David as a fellow warrior. Now, sadly, there are 
those in a 21st century culture who seek to make the relationship between Jonathan and David a 
sexual relationship in an attempt to somehow make homosexual behavior normalized in the 
Scripture. But that is just sad on multiple levels. It’s sad on one level because it is a commentary on 
what has happened to us as a culture. We no longer have the ability to process and admire and value 
deep friendship. We don’t know what to do with that anymore. We have so sexualized our culture; 
we have so sexualized everything, we don’t know how to process deep, intimate friendships without 
somehow sexualizing it. So you have things like “friends with benefits”. We can’t process deep 
intimate relationships without somehow sexualizing them.  
 
In a book called The End of Sex the writer talks about college students on campuses have become so 
sexualized it’s become common that when a guy and a girl meet, the first thing they do is have sex, 
just to get it over with, to remove it as a barrier in order to perhaps pursue some sort of a friendship. 
It’s Romans 1. We have become so sexualized that God has given us over to that and one of the 
results is that as we become more sexualized as a culture; our understanding and value of friendship 
has diminished more and more and more. So what happens, as a culture, is we are alone and we are 
lonely. Studies show we’re more alone and lonely than ever before. So as people lonely and alone, 
because we no longer understand how to do friendship, we use social media to fill the gap, which 
begins a spiral that’s going to go down and down and down.  
 
There is virtually nothing in the story of Jonathan and David nor the language of the text that would 
indicate this is in any way a sexual relationship. As a matter of fact, as David is developed through 
1 and 2 Samuel, clearly he is a heterosexual man. The language here, when it says Jonathan was 
knit to the soul of David, is basically the idea that there was a deep sense of alignment with them. I 
think the language we would use in a modern culture is it was “a band of brothers”. These were two 
warriors who understood each other and there was a mutual respect and admiration for one another 
as warriors.  
 
This exact Hebrew phrase is used of Jacob in describing his relationship with his youngest son 
Benjamin. There was a unique and special relationship between father and son. There are no sexual 
overtones to that at all. The term love here is not a sexual term. As a matter of fact, a couple of 
chapters ago we were told that Saul loved David. It’s the exact same Hebrew word. As a matter of 
fact, the NIV translated it there, Saul really liked David. That’s a pretty good translation. The word 
almost always has some sort of political overtones. So, for example, the exact same Hebrew word is 
used in 1 Kings chapter five, talking about Solomon’s relationship with King Hiram. And it says 
that they loved one another—the NIV translates it that they were on friendly terms all their days. 
They were two kings that had a mutual respect for one another. In this text alone, Jonathan loves 
David; Michal loves David; the people love David; all Israel loves David; the army loves David—
all using the exact same term. So there’s virtually nothing sexual about the relationship, but it is a 
deep, intimate, meaningful relationship as two warriors come together and it is a relationship that 
will create a bond that will last until Jonathan dies. 
  
Jonathan was the heir-apparent to the throne. Remember, this is a monarchy; it’s not a democracy. 
Every four years they don’t vote on a new king. This is a family dynasty. So Saul was king; likely 
Jonathan, the prince, would be the next king of Israel. Only because of Saul’s sin and disobedience, 
God has anointed a new king and that will be David—new family, new dynasty. So Jonathan will 
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never be king in Israel. It seems likely to imagine that Jonathan was aware of that, was aware of that 
conversation between Samuel and Saul. Maybe, maybe not, but Jonathan seems to have figured it 
out. Again, Jonathan was highly frustrated with his dad as king, that his dad didn’t trust God, his 
dad didn’t have courage, his dad didn’t have faith, his dad wasn’t a warrior and we saw Jonathan’s 
frustration with that. So Jonathan now knows that God has chosen a new king and he’s figured it out 
that David is this new king. When he gives David his robe and his sword and his belt, he is, in 
essence, surrendering to the fact that God has anointed a new king and it won’t be Jonathan and he 
understands that and he is surrendered to it and he does that by passing this off to David. So it’s a 
very powerful part of the story.  
 
Verse five, whenever the text says David went out—went out and came back—it’s always a 
reference to fighting a battle. So David goes out; there is battle and David comes back in. So the 
Lord is with him and he’s winning victory after victory. It says that Saul set him over the men of 
war—a very unusual statement there. Most scholars think the men of war were like the elite group 
of fighting soldiers—in today’s language the Navy Seals or the Rangers or somebody like that. So 
David was put over this elite fighting force and the text tells us these elite soldiers were pleased 
with that. They respected David as their commander and general. Verse 6: 
 

It happened as they were coming, when David returned from killing the Philistine, 
that the women came out of all the cities of Israel, singing and dancing, to meet King 
Saul, with tambourines, with joy and with musical instruments. The women sang as 
they played, and said, "Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands." 
Then Saul became very angry, for this saying displeased him; and he said, "They 
have ascribed to David ten thousands, but to me they have ascribed thousands. Now 
what more can he have but the kingdom?" Saul looked at David with suspicion from 
that day on. (Vs. 6-9) 

 
Now this seems somewhat predictable. The Lord is with David and David is winning great 
victories. They’re coming back into the city and the ladies are dancing and singing. I’m sure they 
meant no disrespect to Saul; they were just telling it like it is. Saul has killed his thousands, but 
David has killed his ten thousands and that pushes Saul’s insecurity button— they like David more 
than they like me; they see David as a better leader than me. David, by being a courageous leader, 
has exposed Saul as being ineffective king. Saul now looks at David with great suspicion. Verse 10: 
 

Now it came about on the next day that an evil spirit from God came mightily upon 
Saul, and he raved in the midst of the house, while David was playing the harp with his 
hand, as usual; and a spear was in Saul's hand. Saul hurled the spear for he thought, 
"I will pin David to the wall." But David escaped from his presence twice. (Vs. 10-11) 

 
So the text tells us that an evil spirit came upon Saul. Now we discussed this before. The Hebrew 
word can mean a harmful spirit, as in some sort of mental illness, or it could mean a demonic spirit. 
There’s no real way to sort this out. But whatever it was, it was a bit of a pattern and it happens 
again. When it says Saul raved, that’s the exact same word translated prophesied earlier in the 
story. Whatever it is, there’s some sort of a frenzied activity that defines Saul.  
 
Notice the play on the word hand. We are told that David is there and his hand is playing his 
instrument. Saul is there and his hand is on his spear. Basically it’s the contrast between the two 
men. David is there in all sincerity, trying to help Saul who is in agony, and they had determined 
when David played his music, it eased Saul’s agony. So David’s hand is on his instrument. He’s 
trying to help. Saul’s hand is on his spear and he’s trying to kill. It’s just kind of a definition of the 
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two characters and where this story is going. When Saul hurls the spear at David, he says, “I will 
pin David to the wall.” The literal Hebrew is a little bit more colorful. It is the exact same word 
that’s translated in verse seven, slain. It gives you the impression that Saul can’t get this song out of 
his head—that the song the women sang keeps playing Saul killed his thousands; David killed his 
ten thousands. So he’s hearing this song, David’s slain ten thousands, so when he hurls the spear, 
what he’s actually saying is, “David has slain his ten thousands; I’ll slay him to the wall.” So you 
kind of get an insight as to the frame of mind he’s in. He’s losing it with his fear and his insecurities 
and now he’s determined David must die. Verse 12,  
 

Now Saul was afraid of David, for the LORD was with him but had departed from 
Saul. Therefore Saul removed him from his presence and appointed him as his 
commander of a thousand; and he went out and came in before the people. David was 
prospering in all his ways for the LORD was with him. When Saul saw that he was 
prospering greatly, he dreaded him. But all Israel and Judah loved David, and he 
went out and came in before them. (Vs. 12-16) 

 
In very clear terms, Saul is afraid of David. He now knows that the Lord is with David; the Lord has 
departed from Saul, and that has only intensified his fear. David has now received a demotion. He’s 
no longer over the elite forces; he’s over a group of a thousand soldiers. The idea is if David now 
heads up a less effective group of soldiers, it’s more likely David will die. And we’ll see as the text 
unfolds, that becomes more and more Saul’s strategy. But David doesn’t die. He keeps prospering. 
God keeps giving him victories and it tells us that Saul dreaded David even more because of it. The 
last verse in that paragraph, “But all Israel and Judah loved David,” David, by his courage, by his 
faith, David as a leader, David as a warrior, has won the hearts of the people. The fighting elite love 
him; the army loves him. Saul’s servants love him. All Israel and Judah love him. David has won 
the hearts of the people and that is a threat to Saul. So Saul must eliminate David. Verse 17:  
 

Then Saul said to David, "Here is my older daughter Merab; I will give her to you as 
a wife, only be a valiant man for me and fight the LORD’S battles." For Saul thought, 
"My hand shall not be against him, but let the hand of the Philistines be against 
him." But David said to Saul, "Who am I, and what is my life or my father's family in 
Israel, that I should be the king's son-in-law?" So it came about at the time when 
Merab, Saul's daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to 
Adriel the Meholathite for a wife. (Vs. 17-19) 

 
So David should have already had Merab as a wife; that was the deal. Whoever kills Goliath gets 
the girl. But now we’re past that. David is still single so the discussion comes up as Saul has figured 
out, “I can use my oldest daughter to kill David.” So he offers Merab to David as long as David 
fulfills the requirements. David responds in what would be typical Near-Eastern fashion—that he 
doesn’t deserve such a gift and responds with respectful, humble words. But basically there’s a deal. 
Saul says, “You go out and you do this, and if you accomplish that, you come home; you get the 
girl.” So David agrees. David goes out; he accomplishes the assignment he was given—defeats 
whatever number of Philistines was required in the required amount of time, comes home—that 
surprises Saul that he’s still alive—Saul gives his daughter to somebody else. Perhaps it’s because 
he knew his next daughter loved David and now he could use her to try to kill David.    
 

Now Michal, Saul's daughter, loved David. When they told Saul, the thing was 
agreeable to him. Saul thought, "I will give her to him that she may become a snare to 
him, and that the hand of the Philistines may be against him." Therefore Saul said to 
David, "For a second time you may be my son-in-law today." Then Saul commanded 
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his servants, "Speak to David secretly, saying, 'Behold, the king delights in you, and 
all his servants love you; now therefore, become the king's son-in-law.'" So Saul's 
servants spoke these words to David. But David said, "Is it trivial in your sight to 
become the king's son-in-law, since I am a poor man and lightly esteemed?" The 
servants of Saul reported to him according to these words which David spoke. Saul 
then said, "Thus you shall say to David, 'The king does not desire any dowry except a 
hundred foreskins of the Philistines, to take vengeance on the king's enemies.'" Now 
Saul planned to make David fall by the hand of the Philistines. When his servants told 
David these words, it pleased David to become the king's son-in-law. Before the days 
had expired, David rose up and went, he and his men, and struck down two hundred 
men among the Philistines. Then David brought their foreskins, and they gave them 
in full number to the king, that he might become the king's son-in-law. So Saul gave 
him Michal his daughter for a wife. When Saul saw and knew that the LORD was 
with David, and that Michal, Saul's daughter, loved him, then Saul was even more 
afraid of David. Thus Saul was David's enemy continually. Then the commanders of 
the Philistines went out to battle, and it happened as often as they went out, that 
David behaved himself more wisely than all the servants of Saul. So his name was 
highly esteemed.  

 
So Saul finds out that his other daughter Michal loves David. Now that’s a phrase we might read 
over and not think much about. But it’s worth noting: this is the only time in a Hebrew narrative we 
are ever told that a girl loved a man. So this is very unusual. But Michal loves David. So Saul now 
is going to use his next daughter to try to kill David. So he comes up with the plan. First, he sends 
the servants, gives David the news. He knows how David will respond; he responds with customary 
Near East, polite, humble response, “Who am I? I mean what’s this going to cost me? I can’t afford 
it.” Word goes back to Saul; Saul says, “No problem; we can work this out—one hundred Philistine 
foreskins.” Now they did some really weird things in the ancient Near East, (laughter) but even by 
ancient Near East standards, this was really bizarre. This is not normal at all—but that’s the deal—
so David accepts. David goes out, comes back with two hundred Philistine foreskins and presents 
them to the king. Now the servants and everybody else know the deal; Saul has no choice but to 
give Michal to David. He realizes the Lord is with David. His own daughter loves David; his own 
servants love David and because of that, he is greatly afraid of David. And he, in his mind, declares 
David public enemy number one.  
 
If you’re not familiar with the David story, if this is your first time through the David story, we 
would likely think, this is like a fairytale. Little shepherd boy David goes out and slays the giant; he 
becomes this warrior; the Lord is with him; Jonathan, Saul’s son loves him; Michal, Saul’s daughter 
loves him; Saul’s servants love him; the army loves him; the elite soldiers love him; Israel and 
Judah love him—he has won the hearts of the kingdom. The only thing left is to put David on the 
throne and ride a white horse into the sunset and they all live happily ever after. But this moment is 
the beginning of what will become a nightmare for David. David is guilty of nothing more than 
trusting God with faith and courage. He is a warrior. He has become a great leader, but great leaders 
expose bad leaders and bad leaders don’t like that. The only one apparently against him is Saul. But 
Saul is a rodent of unusual size. Saul is the king, and Saul has the position and he has the power to 
make David’s life miserable—and for well over a decade David’s life will become a nightmare.  
 
This reminds me of another story, very similar. It’s a story that would take place in this exact same 
geography about a thousand years later. The very Lord that was with David actually took on human 
flesh and came to Israel as their long awaited King. I mentioned David is a type—he’s a shadow of 
the promise of the king to come and about a thousand years later that King did come—the greatest 
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leader in the history of the world. He was perfect in every way. He was perfect in His courage; He 
was perfect in His love; He was perfect in His kindness; He was perfect in His power; He was 
perfect in His wisdom—He was perfect in every way. This was a leader of such power and such 
love and compassion that He touched the untouchables. He made the lame to walk. He made the 
blind to see. He raised the dead back to life. He touched and changed lives by the thousands. The 
multitudes were drawn to Him. The sinners and misfits and losers couldn’t get enough of Him. For 
the first time in their lives there was some hope that they could possibly be accepted by a holy God. 
Jesus was winning the hearts of the people and, in the process His light exposed the self-righteous, 
hypocritical, religious leaders of his day. The religious leaders saw that the people loved Jesus. The 
light of Jesus had exposed them for who they really were and they hated Jesus for it. And, together, 
they determined that Jesus is public enemy number one and he must die.  
 
Is it stunning to you that when God became flesh and walked on this earth as the greatest leader in 
world history that the religious leaders put Him to death? Good leaders expose bad leaders and bad 
leaders don’t like it—and they have the power and the position to make your life miserable. Jesus 
did die, was buried and rose again. He died for the sins of the world, to offer salvation freely as a 
gift. Because Jesus conquered sin and death once and for all, it is a reminder that no matter how 
difficult or challenging this world gets, Jesus’ team wins...Jesus’ team wins! But if you think being 
a serious Christ-follower means, “As long as I’m like Jesus, as long as I have the love of Jesus, as 
long as I have the kindness and compassion, as long as I’m a leader like Jesus, the world will love 
me,” you are sadly mistaken and you are setting yourself up for great disappointment. Jesus said, 
“They hated Me; they will hate you. They persecuted Me; they will persecute you.” Jesus said again 
and again and again, “Count the cost if you’re going to follow Me.” Jesus said, “I am the Light of 
the world and when you follow me, you shine that light into the darkness and the light exposes the 
rats and people don’t like their rats exposed. And sometimes there are rodents of unusual size—
leaders, bad leaders, who have both the power and the position to make your life miserable.”  
 
I am suggesting to you that the future of our nation means that it may become more and more 
difficult to be a committed Christian and influence others for Christ. You need to know what you 
signed up for. This isn’t a cruise ship; this isn’t the love boat. This is a battleship. The metaphors 
that describe the Christian life more than any other in the New Testament are military metaphors. 
You have to understand, simply by being a Christian, being committed to Jesus, doing the right 
thing, you are going to expose evil and bad in the world and people don’t like their rats exposed. If 
you’re going to be serious about being a Christ-follower, if you’re going to be serious about being a 
leader and having an influence and making a difference, you need to remember that there will be 
those who will respond in difficult hurtful ways, and some of those will be leaders who have the 
position and power to make your life miserable. You need to also remember, because of your 
influence, because of your decision to follow Christ, the light will shine into the darkness and some 
in darkness will come to the Light, and they will encounter a relationship with Jesus that will 
change their lives forever. But if you’re going to be serious about being a leader for Christ, you 
better have the courage to lead. 
 
 
 

Our Father, we thank You this morning that You love us – that You sent Jesus to die for us. 
But, Lord, we’ve been reminded this morning, as Christ-followers, our assignment is to 
shine the light into the darkness and those who live in darkness don’t like that. God, 
there’s people all over this auditorium this morning, they are so sincere about their 
relationship with Christ, they’re people of faith, they’re people of courage, they’re people 
that seek to do the right thing and shine the light of Jesus into the darkness every day. And 
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Lord we understand, sometimes that light shines on those with position and power who 
have the ability to make our lives miserable. God, give us the wisdom we need to respond 
correctly; give us the courage we need to be the Church in these difficult times. In Jesus’ 
name,  Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512 

Copyright 2016 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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Opening Discussion 

1. Can you think of times in your life when you were exposed to something or someone that 
made you realize what you’d experienced before wasn’t really very good?  Food, tools, 
teacher, boss, doctor, counselor, etc. What was that moment like when you realized this is 
not only different, it’s much better? 
 

2. Think about where we are as a culture.  If you are going to be serious about being a Christ-
follower what should you expect?  Does everyone like having the light shine in their 
darkness? 
 

3. Can you think of times when you trusted God and God used you in a significant way only to 
have others attack you because of it?   Do you think it’s possible for God to really use you in 
a significant way without threatening others in some way?  What should we expect as 
Christian leaders? 
 

Bible Study 
1. Read I Samuel 18:1-4.  What do we know about Jonathan (see chapter 14)?  What did 

Jonathan stand to lose because of his father’s behavior?  What do Jonathan’s actions 
represent in this text?  Courageous spiritual leadership is often going to turn people like Saul 
against you but it is also likely to attract the Jonathans.  Have you experienced this in your 
own life? 
 

2. Read I Samuel 18:5-9.  God is giving David great favor as a leader.  The result is that 
Jonathan, the army, the servants of Saul all love David.   How does this affect Saul?   Have 
you ever been like Saul in this text?   Was this Saul’s fault or David’s fault?  Do half-
hearted, fearful, compromising Christians ever attack courageous Christians simply because 
the courage of one exposes the fear in the other?  Are you more likely to be a Saul or a 
David?  Would the people around you agree with your assessment of yourself? 
 

3. Read I Samuel 18:10-30.  If we read this story without the Saul part it would seem David’s 
life would be blessed.  He keeps trusting God and God keeps giving him favor and victory 
which wins the hearts of the people including both the army and Saul’s family.  All that’s 
missing is for David to ride a white horse into the sunset and live happily ever after.  
However, Saul is part of the story.   He is the reigning King.  When bad leaders are exposed 
by good leaders they react in fear and can turn on you.  Because Saul was King he had the 
power to make David’s life miserable. Good leaders are going to expose bad leaders and bad 
leaders have the power to make your life miserable.  Have you ever experienced this?   Have 
you ever been the Saul in this story?  What are you to do if you are like David in this story? 
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4. How does this story parallel what happened when Jesus came to earth and walked among the 
people in first century Israel?  How does being a true Christ-follower expose self-righteous 
religion?  Have you been attacked more over the years by secular people or by religious 
people?  Why is that?  
 

Application 
1. Looking back over the past 10 years, would others say you are more like David or Saul in 

this story?  Why? 

 
 
 
 

2. What are some practical things you can do if you have a Saul in your life? 

 
 
 
 

 
3. What are some practical things you can do to make sure that as a leader, you are more like 

David than Saul?   
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