
1 
 

January 16/17, 2016 

 

His Great Name 
Courage to Lead Series 

1 Samuel 12:1-25 

    Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

You know, over the years it seems like kids have their games they play that seem kind of timeless; 

each generation plays a similar version of the game. I know one of them that we played as kids and 

I hear kids do it today is kind of this idea that, “I’m going to see how long I can go without talking.” 

So then you are quiet and it doesn’t take long until life interrupts, and the child says something and 

someone, typically an adult says, “I thought you were going to see how long you could go without 

talking.” So the kid restarts the game and says, “Okay, starting now.” And this goes on several 

times, “Okay, starting now.” So what if, what if it was possible to take your sin, your regrets, your 

messes—whatever it is from your past that is there—and you could let your past be past and you 

could trust that God wants to begin to write a new fresh story, full of blessing, starting now. Well, 

that’s what we want to talk about today. If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Samuel, Chapter 12. 

We are continuing on in our study of 1 Samuel. It will take us all the way to the second week of 

June so we have a long way to go.   

 

Israel has rejected God as King. They’ve asked for a human king. God, through Samuel the prophet, 

gives them what they ask for, appoints Saul to be the king. Saul is everything they asked for. I refer 

to him as a show king. The people affirm that Saul is indeed what they wanted. They wanted a king 

like the Gentile nations, like the pagan nations around them. In Chapter 11, the last chapter we were 

in, Nahash is on the move, is on the attack, and the Spirit of God empowers Saul. It’s his first big 

responsibility as king. He rallies an army; they completely defeat Nahash and his army—they win a 

great victory! I refer to it as Saul’s finest hour. At the end of Chapter 11, everything is as it should 

be. Saul now is king. He’s giving God the credit or the glory; he’s submitting to Samuel, God’s 

prophet, and the people are praising God. And Chapter 11 ends in a very positive way. I would say 

it’s just a glimpse of what was possible under this new administration. We then pick it up in Chapter 

12, verse 1: 

 

Then Samuel said to all Israel, “Behold, I have listened to your voice in all that you 

said to me and I have appointed a king over you. Now, here is the king walking before 

you, but I am old and gray, and behold my sons are with you. And I have walked 

before you from my youth even to this day. Here I am; bear witness against me before 

the LORD and His anointed. Whose ox have I taken, or whose donkey have I taken, or 

whom have I defrauded? Whom have I oppressed, or from whose hand have I taken a 

bribe to blind my eyes with it? I will restore it to you.” They said, “You have not 

defrauded us or oppressed us or taken anything from any man’s hand.” He said to 

them, “The LORD is witness against you, and His anointed is witness this day that you 

have found nothing in my hand.” And they said, “He is witness.” (*NASB, 1 Samuel 12:1-5)  

 

                                                                                                            

Now there’s some discussion as to whether Samuel’s speech here comes as part of the event from 

Chapter 11 or whether some time has passed and they have re-gathered in Gilgal. I think logic 

would say it’s still part of the same event, although I would say the language in the text indicates 

more that this is sometime later. So a little time has passed; the people regather at Gilgal, and 

Samuel gives what will be his final speech to the nation.  
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Often times when writers of Hebrew narratives record a speech—what we would think as a 

sermon—it’s a way of summarizing. So this is a good way of thinking of it because that is what the 

writer is doing. This is a summary of where the nation is at. This is the transition point. This is the 

end of the judges. This is really the end of the Samuel story. Next week begins the monarchy—Saul 

front and center. So we kind of summarize where they are as a nation.  

 

Samuel reminds them that they asked for a human king. God has given them a human king. He 

presents Saul to them. Of course at this point, everything is positive. Saul just led them into a great 

victory. Samuel reminds them that he is old and gray, that basically his time has come. He also 

refers to his sons. There’s a lot of discussion about what was the point of that. Was he saying that 

the age of his sons reflect his old age, or was he perhaps saying this is the end of his family in 

power, and this was a beginning of a whole new story with Saul.  It’s kind of hard to tell.  

 

Then he goes through and basically says, “Here I am,” puts himself before the people to assess his 

leadership. “Did I take anything? Did I oppress anyone? Did I abuse anyone? If anyone has a 

charge, bring it forth now.” People affirmed that he hasn’t taken anything; he hasn’t oppressed 

them; he hasn’t abused them. That issue then is settled before the people. Now if you go back and 

remember, in Chapter 8 when the people insisted on a human king, part of Samuel’s warning to 

them was that if you insist on a human king, he will “take”. He will take your sons; he will take 

your daughters; he will take your land; he will take your crops; he will take your money, and 

eventually, he will take your life. So what Samuel is doing is going back over his administration. In 

the ancient Near East, it was expected that a ruler would take. A ruler was expected to take, to 

oppress, to use his power and position for personal advantage. It just was the norm. So the fact that 

Samuel did not do that was very unusual. Part of what Samuel is doing is reminding the people that 

even though you have rejected God as King and you have rejected me, and you want a human king, 

he wants to review that under his administration with God as King and with Samuel as the prophet, 

life was really, really good. Samuel did not take from them. He did not oppress them. He did not 

abuse them. As a matter of fact, for those thirty years or so, the people prospered under God as 

King, under Samuel as the prophet.  

 

I think this is the concern of Samuel: The people asked for a human king. The text has told us 

several times they have rejected God as King; they want a human king because they were fearful of 

their enemies around them. So now Nahash was on the move, exactly what they feared. Saul, as the 

new king, rallies the troops. Saul wins a great victory and the people feel this sense of safety and 

security. So there’s the possibility that they could think, “Aha, we were right! This was a good 

choice.” They might think that God is indifferent towards sin. They might think that God just 

doesn’t know or maybe they think that somehow they can beat the system—they were right, this 

was a good decision. The concern with that is if that’s what they’re thinking, then there’s a high 

likelihood they will continue down that path which is only going to mean destruction.  

 

I meet people like this all the time—people that cheat in their business, people that cheat on their 

spouse, people engaged in all kinds of sinful behaviors and because, “God didn’t whack me,” then 

they conclude somehow, “I beat the system”. Sometimes we even make sin work in our favor, and 

we conclude either God is indifferent, maybe God doesn’t know, or somehow I beat the system but, 

“I’ve made this work for me.” We’ve concluded that because God didn’t whack me. Because we 

conclude that, we think we can continue to make this work. So we continue down that path, only to 

ultimately make a complete mess of our lives. I think that is Samuel’s concern. So Samuel wants to 

reorient the people that life under God as King, Samuel as the prophet, was actually good and 

prosperous, and now he wants to go back and review God’s track record. So starting in verse 6:  
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Then Samuel said to the people, “It is the LORD who appointed Moses and Aaron and 

who brought your fathers up from the land of Egypt. So now, take your stand, that I 

may plead with you before the LORD concerning all the righteous acts of the LORD 

which He did for you and your fathers. When Jacob went into Egypt and your fathers 

cried out to the LORD, then the LORD sent Moses and Aaron who brought your 

fathers out of Egypt and settled them in this place. But they forgot the LORD their 

God, so He sold them into the hand of Sisera, captain of the army of Hazor, and into 

the hand of the Philistines and into the hand of the king of Moab, and they fought 

against them. They cried out to the LORD and said, ‘We have sinned because we have 

forsaken the LORD and have served the Baals and the Ashtaroth; but now deliver us 

from the hands of our enemies, and we will serve You.’ Then the LORD sent 

Jerubbaal (which would be another name for Gideon) and Bedan (which is another name 

for Barak to the judges) and Jephthah and Samuel, and delivered you from the hands 

of your enemies all around, so that you lived in security.”  (Vs. 6-11) 

 

So he’s going back over their history as a nation, refers to them as Jacob, which became Israel. 

When they were in Egypt in captivity, when they were oppressed, they cried out to the LORD and 

God raised up Moses and Aaron to lead them out of Egypt and into the land of promise. Again and 

again and again in the land of promise, when they would get into trouble, they would cry out and 

God would raise up a leader. The leader would deliver them, set them free and they would live in 

peace and security. There is this consistent pattern that every time the nation needed a leader, God 

raised up a leader in order to deliver them and set them free. This idea that the Israelites had that 

they needed a human king, a human leader to protect them was completely unfounded. God’s 

pattern was every time they have needed a leader, God raised up a leader, empowered that leader, 

delivered them and set them free. That was the economy when God was King and God was raising 

up leaders. As a matter of fact, the clear and established pattern of God as King was that God was a 

faithful King to deliver them time and time again.  

 

The other established pattern that Samuel talks about is that the people of God had a clear and 

established pattern of idolatry, of sin and rebellion, again and again and again and again. That’s the 

whole story of the Book of Judges. It’s built around these cycles where the people rebel; they 

engage in idolatry; they suffer the consequences; they get into trouble; they cry out for help; God 

would raise up a leader and deliver them, and they would live in security. So the established pattern 

of God as King has been a pattern of faithfulness again and again and again. The established pattern 

of the people is rebellion, idolatry and sin again and again and again. It’s interesting that Samuel 

brings it through the judges all the way up to himself. In other words, he’s bringing it all the way up 

to that current moment. He is the last judge. This is the end of that era, now beginning a new era of 

the kings or the monarchy. Verse 12:  

 

“When you saw that Nahash the king of the sons of Ammon came against you, you 

said to me, ‘No (meaning no, we don’t want God as king), but a king shall reign over us 

(a human king),’ although the LORD your God was your king. Now therefore, here is 

the king whom you have chosen, whom you have asked for, and behold, the LORD has 

set a king over you.” (Vs. 12-13) 

   
So he reminds them that now when Nahash was on the move, rather than trusting God with a clear 

and established pattern to raise up a leader to deliver you, you rejected God as King; you insisted on 

a human king. And again he puts Saul before them and says, “Here is your king.” Now if you were 

God in this moment in time, what would you say? I have no question what I would say. In that 
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moment, I would say, “I have been faithful. You rejected me. You wanted a human king. Here’s 

your human king. Good luck! Have a nice life!” knowing it’s going to be absolutely disastrous. I’ve 

told you before, if I was God—but thankfully I’m not God—and that is not how God responds. As a 

matter of fact, how God responds is actually quite remarkable. Verse 14: 

 

“If you will fear the LORD and serve Him, and listen to His voice and not rebel 

against the command of the LORD, then both you and also the king who reigns over 

you will follow the LORD your God. If you will not listen to the voice of the LORD, 

but rebel against the command of the LORD, then the hand of the LORD will be 

against you, as it was against your fathers.” (Vs. 14-15)     

 

Now this is clear covenant language that shows up a lot in the Old Testament. But basically what 

Samuel is saying is, “Okay, here’s where we are in history. This isn’t what God wanted; your 

choice to reject God as King and have a human king was wrong. It was wicked; it was evil. But that 

is the choice you made. So now here we are. Things are about to change—a new economy, a new 

human king. But here’s what you have to understand: God is still God. God is still in charge.” Now 

under this new arrangement with Saul as king, if you trust Me, if you obey Me, if you follow Me, if 

you serve Me, I will bless you. If you choose to not listen to Me, not serve Me, not obey Me, then I 

will wipe you out. So it’s the language of the covenant. God is not saying, “Because you chose this 

and this was wicked and this was evil, you are on your own, and now you are in trouble.” God was 

saying, starting now, under this new administration wasn’t what God wanted, but God is still 

willing to meet you here. He will bless you; He will protect you; He will take care of you if you just 

trust Him, if you obey Him, if you serve Him, if you follow Him. God’s patience and grace and 

mercy with His people is quite remarkable. Verse 16:  

 

“Even now, take your stand and see this great thing which the LORD will do before 

your eyes. Is it not the wheat harvest today? I will call to the LORD, that He may send 

thunder and rain. Then you will know and see that your wickedness is great which 

you have done in the sight of the LORD by asking for yourselves a king.” So Samuel 

called to the LORD, and the LORD sent thunder and rain that day; and all the people 

greatly feared the LORD and Samuel. Then all the people said to Samuel, “Pray for 

your servants to the LORD your God, so that we may not die, for we have added to all 

our sins this evil by asking for ourselves a king.” (Vs. 16-19) 

  
So just to make sure that people understand their history, where they are at, what they have done, 

Samuel says, “This is what I’m going to do. I’m going to ask God and He is going to send a 

thunderstorm during the harvest season.” This would have been May, June, and it never rained in 

May, June. “But God’s going to bring this thunderstorm to remind you that this is the greatness of 

the King that you have rejected.” So God sends this thunderstorm. If you remember back to Chapter 

7 when the Philistines returned the ark, God sent this thunderstorm and thundered out of the 

heavens and it so confused and frightened the Philistines that they were in chaos and the Israelites 

wiped them out. So now this thunderstorm from the heavens is directed at God’s people, and they 

clearly get the power of the King they have rejected. They are fearful of God; they are fearful of 

Samuel. Immediately they repent of their sin; they confess their sin, “What we have done is evil; it 

is wicked; we have rejected God as our King; we have added that on top of all our other sins.” And 

now they plead with Samuel to intercede with God so that God doesn’t judge them for their sin.  So 

again, rather than thinking, “Somehow we got away with this; somehow we made this work,” 

Samuel has brought them to this point that actually, “What we’ve done is sinful; it is evil; it is 

wicked; we are deserving of God’s judgment,” and there’s true confession of their sin. So again, in 
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this moment, how would we expect God to respond? God responds again in very unexpected ways. 

Verse 20: 

 

Samuel said to the people, “Do not fear. You have committed all this evil, yet do not 

turn aside from following the LORD, but serve the LORD with all your heart. You 

must not turn aside, for then you would go after futile things which cannot profit or 

deliver, because they are futile.” (Vs. 20-21)   

 

Again, this is covenant language. The people have confessed what they did was wicked; it was evil. 

Samuel reinforces that, “It’s true, what you have done is evil and wicked. This new arrangement 

with Saul as king is not what God wanted. But this is where we find ourselves as a nation. You 

can’t go back and change the past.” But then he says, “But God is willing to meet you here. And 

starting now, God is willing to write a new story and to bless you as His covenant people if you’ll 

just trust Him, if you’ll follow Him, if you’ll serve Him, if you’ll obey Him. If you don’t, then you 

are going to continue down the path of pursuing futile things which will of course end in misery.” It 

is again this idea that either they think somehow they’ve sinned and got away with it, or perhaps 

they think they have made such a mess of life because of their rebellion and sin and wickedness 

before God, and that God would never bless them again. Either way, the mindset is going to take 

them down the wrong path, down to futility. So Samuel is saying that, “Starting now, regardless of 

the past, regardless of the evil, regardless of the wickedness, God stands ready to bless you and to 

protect you and to take care of you if you will trust Him and serve Him.”  

 

So the logical question at this point would be: Why would God do that? God has such a pattern of 

faithfulness and patience, forgiveness and mercy, and the people have such a pattern of rebellion 

and idolatry and rejecting God as King. So why wouldn’t God just say, “Have a nice life! Live with 

your consequences, live with your choices.” Well, the answer is very important. Verse 22: 

 

“For the LORD will not abandon His people (why?) on account of His great name, 

because the LORD has been pleased to make you a people for Himself. Moreover, as 

for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the LORD by ceasing to pray for 

you; but I will instruct you in the good and right way. Only fear the LORD and serve 

Him in truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you. 

But if you still do wickedly, both you and your king will be swept away.” (Vs. 22-25) 

 

Why would God continue to meet them there and promise to bless them and protect them and take 

care of them? The answer: Because of His great name, because God was delighted to choose Israel 

as His people and God’s reputation is at stake. This is not because Israel always made good choices; 

it’s not because they were high performers; it’s not because they walked in holiness. It doesn’t have 

to do with any of that. It has to do with God and God’s reputation. Because of His great name, in 

spite of the choices they have made, starting now, God is willing to bless them, to lead them, to 

provide for them, to protect them, to live out the agreement of the covenant if they will just trust 

Him and serve Him. Then there is this reminder that if they choose not to, then God will sweep 

them and their king away.  

 

Fast forward the story ahead a thousand years, when the King of kings would leave His throne in 

the heavenlies in order to become a man, in order to be nailed to a cross in payment for your sin and 

mine, in order to make it possible that He might lavish His grace and His blessings upon you now 

and forever. Jesus did not do that because you deserved it; He did not do that because you are a high 

performer, because you always make the right choices, because you are always good, because you 
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are the “A” team. It did not have to do with any of that. It had to do with Jesus wanting to put His 

grace on display in the heavenlies in such a way that He would receive glory forever. Ephesians 2 

tells us that we were completely dead in our sins. We weren’t good; we weren’t high performers; 

we weren’t deserving in anyway. As a matter of fact, we were as lost and desperate as we could be. 

But God, on the basis of His grace and His grace alone, sent Jesus to make us alive in Christ, on the 

basis of Jesus and Jesus alone, in order that He might make us a trophy of His grace, seated with 

Christ in the heavenlies, that He might make us so wondrous that the angels would gasp at the 

wonder of what we’ve become, that He would lavish His grace upon us as His children. You say, 

“Why would God do that?” Ephesians 1:6: to the praise of the glory of His grace.  

 

We struggle to accept the grace and the mercy and the goodness and the blessing of God because 

we spend too much time focusing on our own story. We look in the mirror and we say, “I couldn’t 

possibly deserve that. I have these sins; I have these messes; I have these struggles; I have these 

issues. When I look in the mirror, all I see is myself, and I see Loser Christian.” As long as that’s 

what I see in the mirror, that’s how I’m going to live. You are writing your own story by doing that 

and it’s not a good story. The solution is not to become a better performer, to somehow deserve 

more blessing. The solution is to look in a different mirror, to look into the mirror of God’s Word, 

and realize we don’t deserve this; we have never deserved this. But on the basis of God putting His 

grace on display to bring Himself glory, He has done this miraculous thing in our lives. He has 

made us His children and He finds great delight in lavishing His grace and blessings upon us, “to 

the praise of the glory of His grace.”  

 

The sobering reality is that the past is past. You can’t change it; you can’t undo it. No matter how 

many regrets you have, you can’t go back and relive it. It is past and it is settled and it is done. We 

have to understand that on the basis of God’s amazing grace, He has offered us the opportunity to 

leave the past in the past, and to trust God to begin writing a new fresh story full of blessings and 

relationship with God, starting now.  

 

From time to time we feel like it’s necessary to give you an opportunity to act on some of these 

great truths. We are going to give you that opportunity this morning. When you came in this 

morning, you should have received a card. On one side of the card is the reminder from Ephesians 

1:6 that what God has done is to the praise of the glory of His grace, has nothing to do with your 

performance, your goodness or what you can do. It is all about the praise of the glory of His grace. 

On the other side is a place to write down: What is it from your past that just doesn’t seem to go 

away, that drags you down, that still defines you, that still holds you in bondage, that still seems to 

prevent you from entering in to this new story of blessing and life that God offers you. So here’s 

how we are going to do this: In just a minute, I’m going to pray. After that, the worship team is 

going to sing a presentational song. During that song, I would invite you to prayerfully consider 

what is it for you from your past that just seems to linger, seems to drag on, still defines you and 

holds you in bondage? Just between you and God, I encourage you to write it down on the card. At 

the end of the song, you are dismissed. You can stay in your seat and be quiet for a little bit if you 

want; you can stay in your seat and pray; you can leave immediately if you want. We’re just going 

to give you some time there. But what we would encourage you to do if you have written something 

down on the card, on your way out, bring it down to the front of the auditorium, throw it on the 

steps, and that is your way of saying, “I want to be done with this; I want to leave it here this 

morning. The past is past; I can’t change it; I can’t undo it; I can’t do anything about it. It is past. 

But as of this morning, let’s be done with it. Let’s trust that because God is a God of grace and 

mercy and forgiveness, that God says, “Let’s be done with the past. I want to begin to write a new 

fresh story of life and blessing and joy in your life, starting now.” 
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Our Father, we celebrate this morning that You are a God of grace and mercy. 

You are a God of unimaginable patience with Your people. God, every single one 

of us has sinned; we’ve messed up; we’ve rebelled; we’ve offended You in so many 

ways. God, most of us in the room, if we could, we’d go back and we would 

change that. But we can’t. But God, what You’ve offered us is more than that. On 

the basis of the shed blood of Jesus, we can confess our sin and believe that You 

are faithful and just to forgive us our sin, to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

So we can leave our shame, our guilt and our past here this morning, and trust 

that You desire to write a new story in our lives, no matter what the past, starting 

now. God, for that we give You thanks. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   

Copyright 2016 – Bryan Clark.  All rights reserved. 
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Opening Discussion 
1. How much does your past define you today?  How much of your past can you change today?  

Why is it so hard sometimes to rise above our past and focus on today? 

 

 

2. As a Christian, is God focused on punishing you for your sins or rather disciplining you to 

get you back on track?  What is the difference and why does it matter? 

 

 

3. Why do you think it can be so hard to accept that God has forgiven us and no longer holds 

our sins against us?  Is my salvation ultimately about me and my performance or about 

Christ and the glory of His grace?  Why does this distinction matter?       

 

Bible Study 
1. Review I Samuel 8-11.  What is the basic story line?  Why was the story in chapter 11 

Saul’s greatest hour?  It’s possible the Israelites could convince themselves that their 

choice to reject God as King and have a human king was a good choice because God 

gave them the victory over Nahash.  Do we ever minimize or excuse sin simply because 

for a while we seem to think we’ve made it work for us?  Might we be mistaking God’s 

patience and mercy for indifference towards sin?  How might that attitude set us up for 

trouble in the future? 

 

2. Read I Samuel 12:1-5.  Samuel stands before the people he has led for his entire adult 

life and invites the people to show him where he has abused his role as leader.  Why do 

you think Samuel is doing this?  Does faithful leadership always mean the followers do 

the right thing? Why or why not? 

 

3. Read I Samuel 12:6-11.  Why do you think Samuel is reminding the people of their 

history as a nation?  Had God ever failed to give them a leader to deliver them when 

they needed it?  Then why reject Him as King?  How might we be guilty of similar 

behavior?  Are our messes God’s fault or our fault?  Who’s been faithful and who has 

not been? 

 

 

4. Read I Samuel 12:12-25.  What is Samuel’s message to the people?  Why is it important 

to understand the balance that yes, we have sinned against God and that is evil yet 

because of God’s grace and mercy we can start afresh today and experience God’s 

blessing?  What would it look like to be out of balance either way? 
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5. According to Samuel, why is God so faithful to His people (v. 22)?  Compare with 

Ephesians 1:6.  Why does God lavishly pour out His grace on you, His child?  Is it 

because of your great performance or because He wants to put His amazing grace on 

display to bring Himself glory? How does knowing this help us break free from our past, 

accept His grace and focus on my choices today? 

 

 

Application 
1. Is there something from your past that tends to still define you today?  Why is that?  

What have you learned from this story that can help you put the past behind and focus on 

making right decisions today? 

 

 

 

2. If you continue to be controlled by your past, what can you expect in the future?  How 

can you change that? 

 

 

 

 

 

3. No matter what, starting today you can make good choices and experience God’s 

blessing.  What does that mean to you? 
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