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Do Good, Be Generous, and Live for What Matters 
1 Timothy 6 

Pastor Bryan Clark 

 

What if you had this as a life mission statement: that your mission was to do good, to be generous, 

and to live for what matters? That seems pretty good to me. The opposite would be: to do bad, be 

greedy and selfish, and to waste your life, and there's probably nobody in the room that would want 

that. So you die and at your funeral we say, "This is what captures your life. This person was about 

doing good, being generous, and living for what matters." That'd be good. I'd like that to be said at 

my funeral, so it raises the question, “What's kind of the key to making sure we actually live that 

way, and what would be the roadblocks that would get in the way?” That's basically what we want 

to talk about this morning.  

 

If you have a Bible, turn with us to 1 Timothy, Chapter 6, a pretty familiar passage when we're 

talking about stewardship and money. I want to keep it dialed into that specific topic of that mission 

statement. We're not going to look at all the verses but just kind of take the parts of the passage that 

apply to that discussion. Paul is writing to Timothy. Timothy is a young pastor in the city of 

Ephesus. Ephesus at one time was a very wealthy, thriving city, but by this point in the story in the 

first century, Ephesus was on the decline. These people knew firsthand the uncertainty of riches, 

and that's kind of the background to what Paul is talking about.  

 

In verses 3 through 5 he warns Timothy about false teachers, and he has a lot to say to them about 

this which isn't relevant to our topic today other than the very last statement in verse 5. He says that 

these false teachers… 

 

...suppose that godliness is a means of gain.   (*NASB, 1 Timothy 6:5b) 
 

Godliness is kind of tongue-in-cheek. What he's talking about is basically religion and that religion 

was big business. People in the first century could get very rich in the business of religion, and that's 

what Paul is talking about. Now that's always been a problem. It was a problem thousands of years 

ago. It's a problem today. Religion has always been about power and control, and it's always been 

about money, and money has always been a corrupting force in religion. Whether you're talking 

about the world religions or whether you're just talking about Christianity, whether you're talking 

about the Catholic Church or whether you're talking about the Protestant church, this has always 

been a problem, and it's helpful just to admit that it's been a problem. It's one of the reasons why 

people have issues when churches talk about money; it’s because of the misuse of finances.  

 

A lot of people are familiar with the television ministry out of the Crystal Cathedral. It was called 

the Hour of Power. It was very popular for years. In 2010 the Crystal Cathedral declared 

bankruptcy. At that point they owed $50 million to 550 creditors. The investigators found that there 

were twenty-five members of the Schuller family on the payroll to the tune of $1.9 million a year, 

and you think how many people sacrificially gave to that ministry, only to have that money so 

misappropriated. So I understand when people get upset when churches talk about money.  

 

So what about Lincoln Berean? Well, that's a good question, so let me at least talk about that a little 

bit. One of the things that people assume about Lincoln Berean is, because of the neighborhood in 

which we live, that it's a wealthy church full of wealthy people and lots of money. Well, there are a 
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couple things to remember. Number one: We didn't move into this neighborhood; the neighborhood 

moved into our neighborhood. We were here long before anyone else was here. We were a 

downtown church at 17th and A, primarily a blue-collar church. We moved out here when this was 

just farm ground. We were all alone on the farm for a long time and everybody thought that the 

leaders of the church were crazy to move out here. Over time Lincoln has grown around it, and it 

happens to be a rather affluent neighborhood, but that doesn't mean that's what defines Lincoln 

Berean. I think today we are a nice combination of white collar, blue collar—there are some 

wealthy families; there are some very poor families, and there's everything in between, and we try 

to take care of each other. But the history of giving at Lincoln Berean has never been defined by a 

handful of people giving huge chunks of money. That's just never happened. It's always been lots of 

average people generously and faithfully giving, and together we've been able to move forward in 

our ministry.  

 

One question would be then, "Who oversees the finances...what comes in, what goes out?" We have 

a business team that is made up of members of the congregation. They're bankers; they're CPAs; 

they're lawyers; they're finance people. They see every penny that comes in. They see every penny 

that goes out. They're an advisory team to the Elder Board, and together we set a budget and make 

those decisions. The Elder Board is made up of over half members of the congregation and some 

senior staff. So the people on the finance team, the people on the Elder Board, they're people that 

generously and sacrificially give of their resources. They're very interested in how that money is 

spent, so we try to operate with a very high level of accountability and steward well what we've 

been given.  

 

So Paul makes this statement that the false teachers are in it for the money but then he uses that 

statement to kind of transition into what he wants to talk about and says,  

 

But godliness actually (in this case he means the real thing) is a means of great gain 

when accompanied by contentment. (Vs. 6) 

 

That's what he says in verse 6. In this case he's talking about true godliness as he has defined it in 

this letter, simply stated, understanding what really matters and understanding everything that really 

matters has already been taken care of on the basis of Jesus on the cross. Therefore, when we get it, 

when we get what matters and realize Jesus has taken care of it, then the outflow of that should be 

true contentment. So contentment would be a mark that we really do get it. We get what matters, 

and we get what Jesus has done for us, and contentment is the key to living out our mission 

statement.  

 

Now what do we mean by contentment? Contentment doesn't mean that we're willing to settle for 

the status quo. Contentment doesn't mean that we can't be competitive. For those of us whom God 

has wired up to be competitive, it's helpful to realize that's not a character defect, but God can 

actually use that for good things. There's nothing wrong with striving for excellence and to be better 

and do the best that we can do whether you're running a business, your private life, whatever it is. 

Contentment has much more to do with a perspective of understanding what ultimately matters and 

what ultimately doesn't matter and keeping that in a clear perspective that gives me the right 

foundation to make important life decisions. As a matter of fact, Paul then goes on and talks about 

two parts of contentment to help us understand it more clearly. In verse 7, he says,  

 

For we have brought nothing into the world, so we cannot take anything out of it 

either.  
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So this is part of contentment—realizing if our life mission is to accumulate wealth and stuff, that's 

a foolish life mission because at the end of the story you take nothing with you. By definition that 

would be a life wasted. Now this is one of those things that I would put in the category that we get 

it, but I'm not sure we get it. You know, there's all these cute little jokes about there are no U-Hauls 

behind a hearse and all this stuff, so on one hand we get it. On the other hand, sometimes we don't 

get it. I think we always have to discipline ourselves to keep a right perspective.  

 

So think of it this way. When you go to the airport, you go through security, and there are the 

conveyor belts, and you put your shoes and the stuff out of your pockets and your carryon, your 

briefcase, whatever, and it goes through the scanner. You go through security; you come out the 

other side; you get your stuff, somewhat traumatized, and you move on. (laughter) Well, let's 

imagine that is a picture of the line between this world and the world to come. You die; you stand in 

line, and you put everything that you've accumulated—your wealth, your bank account, your stuff, 

your houses, your cars, your boats, your cabins, whatever it is—you put it all on the conveyor belt 

and then you cross over to the other side, and you wait for your stuff. What the text just said is that 

nothing comes out the other side. Nothing! So if your entire life was dedicated to see who could pile 

up more stuff on the conveyor belt, you have wasted your life because when you get to the other 

side it's irrelevant whether you were the wealthiest person in the room or whether you are the 

poorest person in the room. How much you can pile up on the conveyor belt has virtually no value 

on the other side. Therefore, to live for that is to waste your life.  

 

Now here's the other part of that that's encouraging. Whether you're the wealthiest person in the 

room or whether you're the poorest person in the room that has virtually nothing, you have an equal 

opportunity before God to live for the things that really matter. How much you can pile up on the 

conveyor belt has no eternal value, so that should not be our perspective. That should not be what 

we live for. The lack of that should not discourage us. We have complete freedom and opportunity 

to live for what matters, so that's a very big part of contentment. The second part is in verse 8.  

 

If we have food and covering, with these we shall be content.  

 

Now those were the basics of life in an ancient culture. As a matter of fact, for a lot of people, that 

was life. As long as daily you had food, as long as you had some level of shelter and some level of 

clothing, then you could get by just fine. Now obviously in a modern culture, it gets much more 

complicated than that, but there are places in a twenty-first century world that is still about all that's 

necessary to define life. For example, our brothers and sisters in the rural areas of India, pretty 

much the daily activities boil down to: if we have food, if we have a shelter, if we have some level 

of clothing, then that's enough to live.  

 

Now for us in twenty-first century America, it is more complicated than that. I understand that, but I 

would also suggest I think we often make it far more complicated than it needs to be. The more we 

have, the more we want and the more we think we need in order to live. It creates a level of stress. It 

creates a level of anxiety. It creates a level of living that we think we have to maintain and then a 

week comes like this where the stock market has all kinds of trouble; China looks like it's melting 

down, and then suddenly the fear and anxiety and, “The sky is falling,” and everything starts to 

come apart. And part of it is because we begin to lose perspective on what is really necessary. If the 

mission of life is to see how much we can pile up on the conveyor belt, then there's panic; there's 

anxiety; there's fear because all that looks like it's going to get compromised. But if the calling is to 

invest ourselves in the things that matter forever, and we have a clear understanding of what really 
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matters forever has already been settled by Christ and I can't lose it, it's not in jeopardy; it's not at 

risk; there is the ability especially in hard times to truly be content.  

 

As long as my mission in life is to see how much I can pile up on the conveyor belt, I'll never be 

content; I'll never be satisfied. Enough will never be enough. I'll never be at ease; I'll never be at rest 

because of the uncertainty of riches. Weeks like this remind us that will ultimately never lead to 

contentment and peace. Sometimes it's helpful just to regain some perspective. What do I actually 

need in order to carry out my mission in life with the hope of a future that is spectacular?  

 

Think of it this way. I'm going to share a little bit of Patti’s and my story, but I don't think it's 

unique. Lots of people in the room could come up and tell their own story, and it would be very 

similar, but this is just part of our story in order to make a point. Both Patti and I came out of homes 

that didn't have money. It was kind of hand to mouth. That's just the way it was. When we got 

married, I was a student at the university and working, and Patti was working. I was paying my own 

way through school, and that kind of defined our life.  

 

On one occasion that I remember clearly, I had brought home a check from my job, and somehow it 

got mixed up in some newspapers, and it got thrown in the garbage, and the garbage got hauled 

away before we realized it. Now that wasn't like a savings account. That was grocery money—like 

most of us when we were newlyweds—so we had to figure out, what are we going to do? Now I 

don't want to imply that we were destitute, on the edge of starvation. We had family and friends and 

a church in town. It wasn't like that at all, but it was kind of an adventure. We had to figure it out, so 

one of the things we did is we went to a local lake. We caught a stringer of fish. We cleaned them; 

we put them in the freezer, and for two weeks we had rice and fish every night, and it was kind of 

like this adventure. “We're going to make it.” We're going to get through, and now it's a very, 

looking back, a very memorable moment in our early days.  

 

When I went on to seminary, to grad school, again, I was working about twenty-five or thirty hours 

a week, going to grad school. Patti was working, paying all our own bills, and we didn't have much 

negotiable money. At the end of the first semester, I remember, we remember vividly going down to 

the McDonald's in our neighborhood and buying a bag of French fries and splitting it, and that was 

our splurge that we had made it through the first semester. Now my girls have heard this story over 

and over again. (They're probably going to roll their eyes at this story) but here we are thirty-four 

years later, and it's still a memorable moment. There was something in that moment where we felt 

like, “We're going to make it. We can trust God, and we're going to make it through.”  

 

Our first ministry out of seminary was a small church. We lived in a small house, small enough you 

could put it in some of the bathrooms here at Lincoln Berean. It was divided in fours: two 

bedrooms, a kitchen, and a living area—nice little house, nice little neighborhood, very nice little 

community but that's what we had. It was just kind of survival. We had all three girls there. They 

were all three stacked up like cordwood in one little bedroom, and that was our life. But we think 

back on those days, and what I remember is we were happy; we were content. We were a family, 

and life was good. As a matter of fact, in December I was out to eat with one of my daughters. We'd 

been Christmas shopping. We were just chatting about some of these things, and I said to her, "You 

know," (we were kind of reminiscing those days) I said, "If we had to go back as a family and live 

that way, what would be the problem with that?"  

 

We start to think we need all this stuff to live and be happy, and that perspective causes us to lose a 

sense of what we really need to be content. The things that ultimately matter are not the things that 
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can be stacked up on a conveyor belt and, if life became so simple that it was like that again, we still 

have the full energy and access to be about the things that will last forever. We have family; we 

have friends; we have a church; we have life; we have love, and we have the things that matter most 

settled in Christ that are not at risk or in jeopardy. That's what true contentment is all about!  

 

Now imagine that you get that, so in weeks like this where the stock market is unpredictable and all 

this talk of China and all the things going on in the world, to have a settled, calm perspective would 

put one in a great position to run a business, to make financial decisions, to decide a budget. 

Suddenly it's not driven by fear and panic and the sky is falling but much more grounded to make 

right decisions in the hard times as well as the good times. So what are the roadblocks that are going 

to prevent this from happening? Well, that's verses 9 and 10. But... (this is the contrast).  

 

But those who want to get rich fall into temptation...  

 

So those who for whatever reason have concluded that the mission in life is to see how much I can 

stockpile on the conveyor belt, they're easy to tempt because they're so vulnerable, especially in a 

greedy, materialistic culture like ours. They... 

 

fall into temptation and a snare (that word snare means to bait a trap. In other words, it's 

very easy to put the right bait on the trap. It's easy to trap them, easy to tempt) and many 

foolish (our English equivalent would be the word stupid, many stupid) and harmful 

desires which plunge (it's a word that means to sink a ship or to drown, so we're sinking in 

all of our bad decisions because of our longing to get rich. Verse 10:  For the love of money 

is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the 

faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.  

 

So this love of money is what leads people astray, leads to all kinds of bad decisions—bad financial 

decisions, bad life decisions. It affects our marriage. It affects our relationship with our kids. It 

affects pretty much the trajectory of our lives. Jesus said you can't love Jesus and money, so the text 

is saying some people decide, "Well, if that's the way it's going to be, I love money," so they've 

wandered away from the faith. So that's a very sad story. And that's the contrast from those who 

actually understand true contentment.   

 

Now think of it this way. If we had no idea what the future holds in terms of what happens after 

death, and we're just completely ignorant, perhaps it would make sense to think that the mission in 

life is to see how much we can pile up on the conveyor belt because that seems to be what 

impresses people, and that seems to be what everybody's looking for. But if God has so graciously 

given us a peek on the other side and told us clearly nothing comes through the scanner—whether 

you're homeless or whether you pile a massive amount on the conveyor belt—on the other side you 

come out exactly the same, Wouldn't it then be wise to think about what is the real mission of life? 

What should we live for?  

 

So what is the text saying? What is the text not saying? First of all, the text is not saying that money 

is bad. It's not saying that making money is bad. If you're really good and effective in your business, 

and you make lots of money, there's no problem with that. If you happen to be in a profession that 

the culture values and you get paid lots of money for that, there's no problem with that. This isn't 

whether you're wealthy or whether you're poor. It's a perspective of what you live for. It's about 

whether or not you love money. It's about whether or not you long to be rich. It's about what defines 

the passion, the mission, the purpose of your heart. You could run a highly effective business that 
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makes lots of money, but your purpose, your passion, your mission has much more to do with 

shalom and people and the community and not just making money.  

 

One of the ways to help you assess that—because it stays out there kind of vague—is to think about 

how you do in the area of contentment. This is a very good week to think about that. In the midst of 

what happened with the stock market, in the midst of all this discussion about China, North Korea, 

and whatever else might be on the radar, if your week is defined by fear, by anxiety, by panic, by 

chaos, that's a pretty good indication you don't really get it yet. If in the midst of all that, there's still 

a deep sense of contentment that, at the end of the day, everything that really matters is settled in 

Christ. It's not at risk; it's not in jeopardy, and that whatever the world throws at us God will take 

care of us, God will be our provider and we will be okay; this is what I really need in order to live. 

So kind of measuring your contentment level is a good way to kind of measure, "How am I doing in 

my understanding of what matters and what doesn't matter?" Starting then in verse 11, he tells them: 

  

Flee from these things (from the love of money and all that he talked about, but rather, 

verse 12: Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life.  

 

So this is, again, refocusing on what really matters and what we should live for. He goes on in that 

paragraph and talks about the return of Christ and when Christ returns what will really matter. So if 

Christ returned today, what would matter? What would not matter? And what would matter the 

moment Christ returned is what matters, and that should be what we're ultimately living for. Again, 

I think there's a lot of encouragement. Whether you're the wealthiest or the poorest person in the 

room, you have an equal opportunity to live for what really matters because how much you can pile 

on the conveyor belt is irrelevant to what really matters for eternity. Then starting in verse 17, to 

close up the text, is just some real practical instruction.  

 

Instruct those who are rich in this present world... (which by the world's standards would 

be almost all of us in the room. You may look at the people around you and think you don't 

have much, but by the world's standards, most of us would be considered rich). 

Instruct those who are rich in this present world not to be conceited or to fix their hope 

on the uncertainty of riches...   (Vs. 17a) 

 

This is always the problem. The more I have, the more I think I need, the more discontent, the more 

I want to pile on the conveyor belt, and I start to think it's up to me to take care of myself, to provide 

for retirement, to do everything necessary to survive, and I start to trust me rather than God. And 

that's the deceitfulness of the uncertainty of riches rather than on God. At the end of the day, 

God's my provider; God's my protector. Everything that matters forever is protected and settled in 

Christ. I have a basis by which I can be content in very uncertain times. That's what he's saying. 

 

...but on God, who richly supplies us with all things to enjoy.   (Vs. 17b) 
 

This to me is a very important statement when you're talking about biblical stewardship—that God 

has graciously given to us—and part of what He wants back from us is to simply, with thankful 

hearts, enjoy what He's given. God is not impressed by materialism. I think we get that, but God is 

also not impressed by a minimalist. Poverty is not a virtue. It is a result of the fall. When God 

graciously gives to us just like we as parents give to our children, we want them to enjoy it. That's 

how we as parents find joy in that. So when God graciously provides for us, we don’t need to feel 

guilty about that. God wants us to enjoy it, to appreciate it, be thankful for it, to celebrate God's 

goodness to us, so that's what he's talking about there.  
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Instruct them to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 

storing up for themselves the treasure of a good foundation for the future, so that they 

may take hold of that which is life indeed.   (Vs.18-19) 
 

There's our life mission statement:  Do good, be generous, and take hold of that which is life 

indeed, meaning that which lasts forever. There is a reminder that there is a treasure that does make 

it through the scanner and ends up in heaven. It does remain. There's lots of theological discussion 

about what that means. I don't think there's any way to know for sure. I think it's something for 

Christians beyond salvation because the New Testament is clear: Some Christians receive it; some 

don't. I think it does have to do with how we have lived and managed what we have on this earth, 

but it's helpful to understand there is something about treasuring the values of heaven on earth that 

make it possible for something to make it through the scanner that will matter forever, and we will 

have the deep satisfaction of knowing, "I lived for something that will matter forever."  

 

If I love money, if I live for riches, if the goal of my life is to accumulate wealth, if I'm thinking the 

mission of life is to see how much I can pile up on the conveyor belt, that is by definition going to 

be a life wasted. But if I understand what really matters and what will last forever, if I am truly able 

to be content knowing the things that ultimately matter are settled in Christ and that's not at risk, 

that God will be my provider and my protector, I can trust Him with that no matter what happens in 

the world. Whether I have a lot or a little to put on the conveyor belt has no bearing whatsoever in 

my ability to live for what matters. If I get all that, then the outflow will be a contentment that will 

allow me to do good, to be generous, and to live for what ultimately matters.  

 

 

Our Father, we celebrate today that because You love us You've not left what is beyond the 

grave as a total mystery, but rather You've been very clear to Your people what lasts and 

what doesn't last in order that we might invest our lives in the things that will matter 

forever. God, help us to understand this to such a degree that we experience true 

contentment in the best of times and in the worst of times. In Jesus' name, Amen.  

 

 

 

Video:  

 

What does it mean to be content? Is it about having everything you want? Hi, I'm Brad Brestel, the 

Generous Living Pastor here at Lincoln Berean. You know, a lot of us struggle with contentment. 

We get bogged down in the culture's belief that if we have more possessions and more money that 

that will bring us happiness, but what if you didn't have all that stuff? Could you still be content? 

One of our greeters here, a gentleman named Bryon Wichman, was previously homeless for ten 

years. I had a chance to sit down with him and hear his story and his unique perspectives.  

 

Bryon: My name is Bryon Wichman of the Wichman clan in Pender, Nebraska. B-r-y-o-n is a very 

unusual spelling. You will not find that spelling. The only B-r-y-o-n is me, which I guess makes me 

unique. Heh. 

  

Brad: Bryon's story really starts with his dad. His dad was a very hardworking man who spent his 

life in the pursuit of success.  

 



8 
 

Bryon: My dad was poor when he was a kid, and I don't mean poor like on welfare. I mean poor as 

in hungry and lonely, and he learned really quick that the only way out was to work your butt off 

and keep all the money, and that's what he did all his life.  

 

Brad: Bryon said that his dad believed that success would make him happy, but it never did. 

Meanwhile Bryon went on a much different journey. After a tour of duty with the Navy, Bryon 

ended up homeless for ten years. During that time he learned firsthand what it really means to be in 

need.  

 

Bryon: See, the one thing my dad always was, he was completely independent and self-supporting. 

He never needed anybody's help. Now when you're homeless, you're on the whole opposite end of 

that spectrum. You need other people to give you clothes. You need other people to give you food, 

and you depend on other people's kindness to give you whatever it is you're going to need.  

 

Brad: While Bryon was homeless, he came to know Jesus. Eventually Bryon got some help and 

moved off the streets.  

 

Bryon: The big thing after I became a Christian, God taught me how to submit to authority. I 

became mentally ill when I was homeless, and I went to a pastor because I wanted to commit 

suicide, and he told me not to do that but to get medical help. I went to my parents, and as soon as I 

went to my parents, I saw a doctor and I got diagnosed. Once I submitted to his authority, I started 

taking medications, and my bipolar schizophrenia went away. I got interviewed by the government, 

and they put me on welfare, so now I had housing and medications and food, and I was somebody 

that people could help.  

 

Brad: Bryon's relationship with God and his experience of homelessness shaped his views on what 

matters most and what it means to be content.  

 

Bryon: You shouldn't measure wealth with possessions. You should measure wealth with your 

relationship with God and other people who you love and love you back. Now to be content, all I 

really need is I need my medication; I need a Bible; I need clothes and a belly full of food, and all 

this other stuff is just extra. I think I'm the richest guy on the block because I can sleep on a bed, 

and I can go to a grocery store and eat whatever I want, pick whatever I want to eat. And if you just 

take for granted all the stuff we have, you will never be happy. My dad wanted to buy happiness 

with stuff money can buy, and I don't. I really can't describe what God gave me. I just live in it. But 

when the Lord's Spirit went inside of me, He gave me a peace and a joy you cannot buy.  (END) 

 

Bryan Clark: Bryon sent me a letter a couple of months ago sharing some of these things with me, 

and the first time I saw him coming in the south door after that, the first thing I said to him is, 

"Bryon, you are one smart man." Bryon can teach us a lot. He's figured out a lot more of what 

matters in life than a lot of the people in our culture. Ultimately, the basis of our contentment is that 

the things that ultimately matter and will matter forever are settled in Christ. Christ has already done 

the work. They aren't in jeopardy. They aren't at risk. They can't be taken away. They can't be 

diminished, and that is the theological foundation of our contentment.  
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