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September 12/13, 2015 

State of the Church 2015 
Pastor Bryan Clark  

 

One of the initiatives that we set out for a Decade on Purpose was the elimination of our debt.  So, 

we’re going to start with a little quiz.  We’ll throw the question up on the screen here. 

 

Quiz:   When was the last time we, Lincoln Berean, were debt free?  

Answer:    1963.  Fifty-two years ago.   

 

Basically, in the first year of our existence, we took out debt and have been at some level of debt 

over the last fifty-two years.  So, really, what a remarkable thing that we would be among the 

generation that will finally see Lincoln Berean be completely debt free.  (clapping) 

 

The next slide shows the progress we’ve made.  I know it’s hard to see the specific numbers, but 

basically you can tell by the graph, we’re really encouraged and excited about this.  We’ve made 

tremendous progress over the last ten years.  The final slide shows where we currently sit—barely 

over a million dollars.  I’m guessing in a couple of weeks we’ll drop below the million dollar mark.   

 

For those of us that were around when we launched the For This Purpose I Live campaign (if you 

remember that moment when it felt so overwhelming), we had people say we were going to go 

bankrupt.  We had people say this was the end of Lincoln Berean.  We even had people say they 

thought the elders had lost their minds.  Really?  Technically we sit, having now paid off everything 

that we did for the For this Purpose I Live campaign.  That would be this auditorium, the Youth 

Complex, launching North Pointe, and planting over 100 churches in India.  All of that we have 

actually paid off.  The only thing remaining is leftover debt from the “D” wing and the “C” wing.  

We just need to get that paid off and we’ll sit here on fifty acres and these magnificent facilities, 

and  our gift for the next generation is: all of this completely debt free. (clapping) 

 

So I want to put up on the screen two challenges.  One would be the “A” challenge: Is it possible 

that God would provide what we need to get this eliminated by year end?  Year end is always a 

significant time for giving.  That’s Plan “A”.  Could we pray together and believe God will provide 

what we need, and let’s be done with it by the end of the calendar year?  That’s a lot, so I’m 

offering Plan “B”.  Plan B would be Easter.  For sure let’s not let this get past Easter.  So, as the 

minimal standard, by at least Easter, let’s be done with all of our indebtedness, have ourselves a 

little party, and get back at the mission.  Thank you. 

 

Jeff Petersen: 

 

On Thursday evening I found myself on a plane flying to Houston, Texas, to spend a day with one 

of our Lincoln Berean missionary couples—an amazing couple that was forced to come back to the 

US because of medical reasons.  As I was flying down there, I began to think about all that they had 

been through in the past year—just a series of difficult and unimaginable events—and I literally 

began to have my heart break as I thought about spending time with them.  I wish I could say they 

were unusual, but the reality is a lot of people who have gone out from Lincoln Berean on mission, 

to be a part of our global outreach, have had a tough year.  Those of you who pray regularly for our 

missionaries know that—from health problems, to challenges and issues and obstacles, and even 

attacks from the enemy.  Many people who’ve been out on the front lines have been going through 

it as they’ve sought to serve Christ.   
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As I sat there on the plane on Thursday night thinking about these things, even I can sometimes, in 

my heart, find myself asking the question: Why do we even do this?  Is it really worth it?  Look 

what it does to those who go out and serve Christ.  And yet, in those times, I stop and try to imagine 

the city of Lincoln.  I try to think of this city without Lincoln Berean Church...without Faith Bible 

Church...or First Free...or without, essentially, all of the amazing churches and ministries that exist 

in this city—not only in our city, but all across our state.  I think:  What would this place be like 

without the church, without the transforming influence of the people of God who know Christ and 

make a difference? Because they do!  And then I think about a state in north India where the 

population is less than .01% Christian.  Millions of people and, basically, no churches—very few 

believers—and a landscape, instead, that is just completely littered with religious confusion.  

Millions of people who essentially have no idea of who God really is, what He’s done for them, and 

the real difference He could make in their daily lives.  And I’m reminded:  What could be more 

selfish of me than to have received the love of God—all He has done for me, all He continues to do 

for me—and to not be committed with my life to His mission to taking His love to others, be it 

across the street or all the way around the world.   

 

That is why I’m so thankful that we, as a church, are committed to missions.  This past year God 

has used us.  He has used all of us together to literally impact lives from South America, to North 

America, down in Africa, in Western Europe and Eastern Europe, across South Asia all the way to 

East Asia, and even down in Oceana in the South Pacific!  Literally all the way around the globe  

God has used the people of Lincoln Berean through our missions ministry to change lives.  I am so 

thankful for the amazing things He is doing.  Even in the midst of hard times, God is showing forth 

His goodness.   

 

One example this past year has been in Spain, where we have been diligently seeking to try and 

establish a new church in the heart of the city of Madrid.  But through a number of circumstances 

over the past year, the Lord made it clear He was closing that door and we had to shut down that 

effort.  And yet, right now, one of the members of that team Stacy Sillasen is using her unique gifts 

and abilities as a part of the team that is right in the heart of Madrid, and they are effectively 

establishing a church among Spaniards.  Nick Masten is using his hands and skills in southern Spain 

with our partner ministry Avant as he’s helping with their media center where they seek to impact 

not only Spain but North Africa as well.  And our team leaders, Ryan and Jenee Harmon and their 

family; they had to transition back to the United States.  But now, God is using them, their skills, 

their abilities, their history and their experience as Ryan has taken the role as our Global Outreach 

Pastor right here at Lincoln Berean.  He is helping us build our missions ministry, already impacting 

dozens and dozens of people as we trust God to call people out from this body to be a part of what 

he is doing to change lives all around the world. 

 

Oh, and that state in North India, that’s one of the places we’ve been heavily focused on this past 

year.  By God’s grace as we have sought to initiate and start a church-planting movement in that 

particular state, just over the last year or so we have seen God take the gospel and begin to penetrate 

with church-planting ministries beginning in forty communities in that one state.  God has now 

allowed us as a church to be directly involved in initiating church-planting movements in fourteen 

states across India, which is the world’s most spiritually needy nation by any definition.  He’s also 

using us in three other distinct and new countries in south Asia as well.  God truly is doing 

incredible things...   

 

...which brings me back to that plane ride on Thursday evening.  As I was thinking about all of this, 

something amazing happened.  We were ascending, going up and up, and suddenly it happened.  

We burst through the clouds and there was the sun, flooding through the windows of the plane.  It 
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was glorious!  It was right at the time of the day when it was just about sunset.  I just sat there and 

looked out the window at the sun and the clouds and the beauty and the majesty of this picture that 

God had painted!  My heart was overwhelmed.  I put my headphones on, turned, and stared out the 

window.  I sat there and worshiped.  I worshiped the One who is worthy as I saw glimpses of His 

glory.   

 

Sometimes we see those glimpses of the glory of God, but often we don’t.  C.S. Lewis describes life 

down here on planet earth as “Life in the Shadowlands”.  Sometimes the clouds move away and we 

see glimpses of that glory, but often the glory of God is hidden and masked by the shadows, by the 

clouds, by the difficulties, by the pain.  But in that moment on that plane, I just delighted to worship 

God. 

 

And then something interesting happened.  As we descended down into Houston, we went back 

under the clouds.  It was just becoming dark.  It was cloudy and dark and hazy and it literally felt 

eerie and gloomy.  I had this actual physical feeling like:  Here I go, back down into the 

shadowlands.  And sure enough, all day on Friday it was rainy.  It was cloudy; it was gloomy, and it 

was dreary as I sat with this precious couple and heard about the pain in their journey.  But even in 

that I saw glimpses of God’s glory as they told me about what they were going through.  As I saw 

how they continued to respond to Christ, I could see what God is doing—writing a story,  making 

them even more beautiful—more like His Son, and more able to be used by Him for His glory in 

even greater ways.  And even as they were telling me about their lives and their story, they couldn’t 

help but give me an update on Alina, a woman who grew up having never heard the gospel of Jesus 

Christ, having tremendous confusion about what the church is about and what Christianity is about.  

But, because God used you and me together to plant a church in her city, she has heard the Good 

News; she has come to Christ, and this past year she has been bringing person after person after 

person to our new church plant.  Even in the midst of the pain, we see the glimpses of God’s glory.  

I can assure you that not any person who gives themselves fully to Christ and to His mission will 

ever ultimately regret being involved in living for Christ as we sojourn through this life, right down 

here in the shadowlands. 

 

Bryan:  

 

We’re super excited to announce that over the next several months we’re launching a new focus on 

basically those maybe between the ages of 50-55 and maybe even about 75-ish who would currently 

be the baby-boomers.  But it isn’t just a baby-boomer thing.  The boomers will move through and 

the next generations will move in because it represents a really dramatic change in the 

demographics of our country.  One writer said this could possibly be the most significant social 

factor of the 21st Century.   

 

It used to be that people retired around age 65.  They died around age 70.  In between they played a 

couple years of golf, and that was about it.  But the demographics have changed dramatically.  The 

average person is going to live well into his/her 80’s.  So for someone like me—mid-50’s—I’ve 

raised a family and the reality is that I still have a whole “second life” to go.  So the idea that I’m 

going to spend my second life playing shuffleboard and golf is just completely unacceptable!  I 

have hopes; I have dreams; I have passions; I have life experiences; I still want to be a world-

changer!  The culture is filled now with people who are thinking that way.  The statistics show that 

very few of those in my demographic are interested in retiring and playing golf for twenty years.  

They have hopes and dreams and passions.  They want to be world-changers!   
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So what we want to do is to somehow reach out to organize ourselves, to find people who have 

more negotiable time, treasure, a lifetime of talent and to pull together to provide an atmosphere 

where people can pursue and fulfill and realize these dreams.  It’s not a class; it’s not a service.  It’s 

a movement.  It’s a movement that has a staggering potential to change our community and impact 

the world.  Just to give you a glimpse of that, in your bulletin this weekend, there is a quiz.  I don’t 

know if you’ve had the time to take the quiz.  It must be quiz weekend. Let me give you the 

answers: 

 

Q: Which is the fastest growing segment of the population in America? 

A: Those 65 and older. 

 

Q: In the past 100 years the number of Americans over the age of 65 has increased 

from 3.1 million to 37 million people!   

 

Q: By the year 2030, there will be [__] million people in America over the age of 75? 

A: 72 million people.  An American turns 60 every 7 seconds. 

 

Q: Over the past decade Americans between the ages of [__] had the highest rate of 

entrepreneurial activity. 

A: Between the ages of 55 and 64. 

 

Q: By 2018, according to the US Census Bureau, for the first time in recorded history 

there will be more children ages 0-5 on the planet than older adults 65 and older. 

A: That’s false.  For the first time in American history, by 2018 there will be more 

Americans 65 and older than children 0-5.   

 

This shift in our demographic as a country is absolutely staggering and has tremendous potential to 

help us accomplish our mission. Speaking of our mission, what exactly is our mission?  Check out 

this video: 

 

Girl: Hi Kevin, how’s it going?   

Boy: Hey!  Not bad! 

Girl: Anyone sitting here?   

Boy: Take a seat! 

Girl: Great! 

Boy: How’ve you been? 

Girl: I’ve been great!  I mean … isn’t it a great thing to be a part of this church?  I love it. 

Boy: I love this church.  I mean, we’ve got everything - ministries for all ages, convicting 

preaching … 

Girl: Yes … 

Boy: Amazing worship… 

Girl: This coffee shop… 

Boy: This coffee shop is awesome, and, we’ve got the most incredible mission statement ever! 

Girl: Yeah.  Seriously.   

Boy: Uhhhh...What IS the mission statement? 

Girl: You know it, right? 

Boy: Um.  Yeah!  I think… 

Girl: What is it again? 

Boy:  I think it’s “Every One, Every Day.” 

Girl: No, that’s a slogan or a logo or a tagline or something.  I think it’s something else. 
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Boy: Logo...  “I Matter.”  Well, I used to matter!  (laughter) 

Girl: “For This Purpose I Live”.  “Living On Purpose, For A Purpose”. 

Boy: Oh, yeah!  No, wait!  Isn’t it, “Each One, Reach One, Teach One”? 

Girl: No, I think it’s something Bryan Clark always says, like, “I would suggest to you that 

we are Lincoln Berean Church”. 

Boy: “The reality is, at the end of the day, we are Lincoln Berean Church, because it’s not 

about a bag of money and a Lazy Boy…” 

Girl: This is so difficult. 

       Server:  Here’s your latte! 

Girl: Thanks.  Uh, she works here! 

Boy: Yeah!  I bet YOU know!  What’s the mission statement? 

Server: Um…it is…“You Are Marvelous Because I Matter”. 

Boy: Did she just give us a compliment, or was she telling us the mission statement? 

Girl: No, I think she made that up. 

Boy: Wow, the employees don’t even know!  Huh! 

Girl: Isn’t it like “Life in the Loop” or “Purpose Driven Loop”? 

Boy: Uhhhh …mmm … 

Girl: That’s not it. 

Boy: Oh yeah!  It’s “Fifteen minutes at Lincoln Berean Church could make you fifteen 

percent more like Jesus!” 

Girl: No.  No.   I think it’s like … “Break me off a piece of that L.B.C.”  You think? 

Boy: No, that doesn’t sound quite right.  Oh!  I think it’s “Like a good neighbor, Bryan 

Clark is there!” 

Girl: Hmmm.  No, that’s not it.  I don’t even know what it is!  Maybe we don’t even HAVE a 

mission statement! 

Boy: Why do we even go here? 

Girl: I don’t know!  I don’t know!   

 

(Laughter) Is that funny, or what?  Over the last year, we as leaders have been discussing maybe 

that’s a bit of a problem, and that is: we’ve really confused the mission statement.  We’ve put a lot 

of slogans out there.  Maybe the mission statement has drifted into the background and leaves 

people confused.  Now, I say we have done that because it feels better, but it’s mostly me!  No need 

to throw everybody under the bus.  I’ve done this, so let’s see if I can get it corrected a little bit! 

 

Our mission statement is “To Glorify God by Seeking to Present Every Person Complete in Christ.” 

Why do we do what we do?  It’s in order to bring God glory!  It’s about God and His reputation.  

What are we doing?  We’re seeking to present every person complete in Christ.  Over the last three 

weeks we’ve talked about the implications of every person, and what does that mean for us?  So, 

“To Glorify God by Seeking to Present Every Person Complete in Christ.” Basically our philosophy 

would be visualized through a loop or the “people loop”.  It’s simply the idea that all of us live our 

lives on mission out where we work, in our neighborhoods, and in our schools.  We introduce others 

to Christ by being good stewards of the gospel.  They’re brought into the life of the church—not 

just the weekend service—but the life of the church, to be built up and equipped and developed as 

believers, and then sent back out in order, themselves, to be stewards of the gospel.  That process 

makes what looks like a loop; we refer to it as the “people loop”.  The language of the mission 

statement comes from the end of Colossians 1:28-29.  Paul talks about his purpose, “seeking to 

present every person complete in Christ.” 

 

So then, all these slogans that have confused things end up being:  How do we accomplish this?  In 

other words, if you think of the “people loop”, how do we do that in the most practical terms?  It’s 
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very simple:  Each one, reach one.  It’s actually very simple.  Every one living on mission every 

day.  Every one, every day.  If that’s true, then: Every day matters!  So, all of those little slogans are 

really meant to capture the practical reality of how we live our lives, but at the end of the day, to 

accomplish the greater mission. 

 

I think another way to say it would be:  Everything we do.  Over the last couple of weeks, we had a 

sampling of that out in the halls.  Whether it’s on this campus, out in the community, or around the 

world, every single thing we do has to ultimately come back to reaching lost people and discipling 

them to become more like Jesus.  Whether you’re talking about feeding the hungry, caring for the 

poor, mowing the grass or the landscape, sitting in the nursery, singing in the choir, or ushering at a 

weekend service.  Somehow, someway, every single thing we do has to come down to this one 

simple thing:  Reaching lost people and discipling them to become like Jesus.  If there’s a single 

thing that we do that isn’t ultimately about that mission, it is something other than and something 

less than what God intended to be the mission of the church. 

 

So why do we do it?   For God’s glory.   

 

What are we doing?   We’re seeking to present every person complete in Christ.   

 

How do we do that?   Each one, reach one.  Every one, every day. 

 

I’m going to invite Josh to come up and share with us just a little more about our mission: 

 

 

Josh Luse: 

As simple as this is, it’s easy to get distracted, to get busy, to get side-tracked, or maybe even 

confused and forget the purpose of the mission that we’re all on.  So I’d like to think of this in the 

context of a story, because we all have a story.  The reality is that all of our stories are playing into 

the big story—God’s story.  In fact, our church has a story.   

 

Some fifty years ago, a small group of people gathered together to pray that God would do whatever 

it took in order to be honored in their lives and in the lives of this city.  Since that time, God has 

done incredible things.  Now it may surprise you, but I wasn’t at that first meeting.  My story hadn’t 

even started yet.  But I’ve talked to people that were, and I’ve read about it.  I’ve heard stories.  I’ve 

watched videos.  It’s an amazing story.  It’s the story about God using ordinary people to do some 

extraordinary things.  But every story has challenges it has to overcome, and there’s a pursuit of 

something.  So if we could boil all of this down:  What is the mission?  What’s the pursuit of this 

story that we’re on?  I think we find it in Colossians 1, like Bryan just said.  Verses 27-29: 

 

…to whom God willed to make known what is the riches of the glory of this mystery 

among the Gentiles, which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. We proclaim Him, 

admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may 

present every man complete in Christ. For this purpose also I labor, striving 

according to His power, which mightily works within me. (*NASB Colossians 1:27-29) 

 

Every day, we get to join with this magnificent, outstanding, incredible, awesome, big, loving God!  

Every day, we get to join with this God to walk alongside people, to listen to people, to care for 

people, to share our lives with people, to share hope with people.  Every day, we get to join with 

this incredible God as the church to walk alongside people to introduce them to Jesus, to this 

provider, to this healer, to this protector, to the One that brings hope, to this Messiah, to this Savior, 
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to this Christ.  Why?  Because He changes lives...because He gives hope...because He saves...  

because He brings His life—real life.  Every day, we get to join with God in walking with people 

and introducing them to Jesus, showing them what it means to follow Him, teaching them, 

encouraging them, helping them mature in Christ, to become complete in Christ, to glorify Christ, to 

see the world the way He sees it, to talk the way He talks, to actually walk beside others with Him.  

Are you getting this?  Because this fires me up!  

 

I don’t know if all of you know, but several of you do, that a part of my story before coming to 

Lincoln was being a part of a church plant in Colorado.  There are a lot of different things I can 

continue to talk about in that chapter of my life, but there’s one that still stands out vividly in my 

mind today.  I remember it as though it were just yesterday. 

 

It was the day we were packing our moving truck.  We got on the road and we were headed to 

Lincoln, Nebraska.  We had made this trip several times.  There’s a point on Interstate 76 as you’re 

coming out of Colorado heading east.  As we’d come back and forth to visit family, I got to know 

this point.  As you got there, if it was clear, it was the last moment as you looked in your rearview 

mirror that you could see the mountains before they were gone for the trip.   

 

I loved the mountains!  I would find myself, no matter where I was, driving and being distracted, 

looking at these mountains.  I’d have these thoughts that I’d want to go snowboard in those 

mountains.  I’d want to ski those mountains.  I’d want to hike in those mountains, or bike in those 

mountains.  There was something that I grew to love about those mountains. 

 

But on this day, I’m driving in this moving truck, alone, heading to Lincoln, and I look in the mirror 

and, sure enough, I see those mountains.  And this thought comes to mind:  I’m going to miss those 

mountains.  It was almost instantly that God gave me this thought:  Oh! You came here for the 

mountains?  I thought you came here for the people!  Instantly I was reminded of the story that I 

was on. I was reminded of the people that I’d grown to love at this place.  Then I started thinking 

about Lincoln and the people in Lincoln.  It was a reminder that I wanted my story to play a part in 

the bigger story.  It was this excitement about the story that I could be a part of with this group of 

people called Lincoln Berean Church because every day we get to join with God as Lincoln Berean 

Church, to walk beside people, introducing them to Jesus and showing them what it means to follow 

Him.  We do it all for God’s glory.  It’s nothing new.  That’s it.  It’s what we’re here for.  It’s why 

we gather.  It’s why we exist as people and as the church.  This isn’t a new mission; we’ve had this 

mission since the beginning of our church.   

 

So I wonder how your story is fitting into the bigger story—because if we could boil it all down, it’s 

about changed lives.  Stories much like Dan’s: 

 

I certainly wanted my life to be different.  I always believed in the Trinity.  I always believed in God. 

But what I believed is that God didn’t like me very well.  I was second youngest of a family of nine.  

We grew up a little bit on the lean side of things.   

 

Growing up, I always remember people telling me that, “God’s gonna get you.” “God’s gonna get 

you for that.”  So I just felt like I don’t want to deal with the God issue.  I hung around people who 

had bad behavior just like me because it appeared that the “good people” certainly didn’t want to 

be around a troublemaker like me.   
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I was fourteen... twelve...thirteen...somewhere in that neighborhood when I started drinking.  I had 

an uncle who was vice president of Hamm’s Brewery in Minneapolis.  So, whenever he would come 

to visit, he would bring cases of beer.  They had a refrigerator in the basement; my folks did, and so 

a couple of beers they wouldn’t miss.  And I liked the spark that I got from alcohol.  It allowed me 

to feel different about me, because I didn’t like me.   

 

The middle of my junior year, I went to school intoxicated.  When the principal confronted me on 

my drinking and expelled me, I put my fist through his window and thought, “I don’t need school 

anyway.  That’s just one more disappointment in my life that I’m blaming God for.”  I blamed God 

because I thought, if God loved me, my life wouldn’t be so crummy. I mean, it just stands to reason, 

if people love you, they try to take care of you.  And if you’re telling me this God loves me, and then 

you say, “God’s gonna get you,” I’m a little confused! 

 

Alcohol alleviated some of that anger.  I didn’t care as much about things when I drank.  I was 

convinced, now, that God’s gonna get me, and I’m stuck with the bad life that I have.  I’d had my 

second DWI.  I’m 21, and I was asked to go to treatment through the company I worked for.  And I 

thought, “At twenty-one, I can’t be an alcoholic.”  But I wanted to save the job, so I went to 

treatment.  Based on my experience—I’d already had a couple DWI’s and wrecked several cars 

and was broke two days after payday, and on and on and on—so I knew something had to be done 

and that I no longer could blame somebody. 

 

I had some people in my life talk about Christ dying for our salvation, or Christ dying for our sins 

meant that we no longer had to live in the past.  Christ dying on the cross erased, in essence, all of 

my bad behavior.  I thought…REALLY?  I always believed in Jesus.  I always believed in the Trinity 

—God the Father, God the Son, the Holy Spirit—but I didn’t think They liked me.   

 

The first few years of being a sober guy, I bought a motorcycle.  I really liked riding a motorcycle.  

I liked camping; I liked getting out in nature.  It really began to open my eyes and I began to dwell 

on God’s grace and goodness in my life.  “Where much is given, much is expected.”  That began to 

resonate with me.  It was important for me to engage with other people to put out my hand and say, 

“Hey, look, it’s gonna be okay.  There is life after drinking.”  Or, there is life after [whatever] 

addiction. 

 

Laurie then got involved with the information center where they say, “Much is given; much is 

expected, so give of your time, talent and treasures.”  I never really thought I had much talent or 

much time.  I thought, “I don’t know what I can do.”  I remember distinctly having this 

conversation with God that, “I want to be involved, but I really don’t know what to do, Lord.”  And 

then Bryan Clark called me!  I didn’t think he knew me from Adam—and he probably didn’t know 

me from Adam—or how he got my number, or why he would call me?  But I certainly responded to 

the call to help Corey set up the new auditorium—Cory had been doing it mostly himself—and so I 

called a few of my friends.  So we started to set up the church and it became our thing, and that’s 

what we do.  And to this day I still help set up the stage on Tuesdays.   

 

God can work through all of us all of the time.  I don’t want to be what I used to be.  I’m committed 

to recovery.  I’m committed to following Christ.  I’m committed to wanting to be different.  I know 

today that God loves me.  I know today that I will always need Jesus. 

 
*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 

Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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