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We’ll Call Him…Mat 
My Favorite Story  

Luke 5:17-26 
Josh Luse 

 
Video - Hi, my name’s Josh Luse and I am one of the youth pastors here with Lincoln Berean 
Church; been here just a bit over five years now and I love it. To introduce you to some of the most 
important people in my life: I’ve been married to Julie for a bit over 13 years now. She is incredible 
and we have three kids. My oldest, my son Asher; I’ve got a daughter, Lydia, and then our newest 
addition, Chloe, just came along this year. Something you may not know about me is that I was 
pretty intensely in Taekwondo when I was a kid—actually got my black belt before I turned 10 
years old. This body is pretty much a weapon; pretty sure I could take down a grizzly bear, Chuck 
Norris, Navy seals, baby seals, free kittens…that are declawed, a dandelion in full bloom, Karate 
kids, Spy Kids, really any kids in general, any bird, a bird of any prey, any flock of birds, Jonas 
Brothers, Bryan Clark, oh, no...yeah...I think I could take him—pretty much anything else, but you 
can tell that. Anyway, I’m really excited to be here with you guys this morning and to share my 
favorite New Testament story.  (Applause) 
 
Josh on stage - I don’t know about that. How can you take anything seriously now? But it’s true; it’s 
all true. Some of my favorite stories from when I was younger have to do with my family and my 
friends. I’m sure many of you would probably say the same thing. Our friends, when they come to 
us and they say, “Hey, do you want to do something awesome?” there’s really only one answer: 
“Yeah!” “Right, you’re with me.” So all throughout my childhood there would be different things 
where somebody would say, “Hey, let’s do something awesome.” And then something awesome 
would take place. My older brother and I, we loved riding bikes. Our friends had bikes and so we’d 
go out and we’d do that. I was always the younger of the bunch and so if any of you can relate with 
me, if there weren’t enough bikes, I’d be the one running behind having fun, while they’re riding 
bikes but I didn’t get a bike. Or if I got a bike, it’d be the old raggedy one. Or I remember one time, 
we went to my friend’s house.  They had two boys, and then my older brother and I as well, and so 
they had their bikes and then they said, “Well, you could ride our parents’ bikes,” so of course, my 
older brother gets their dad’s bike and I get their mom’s bike. But we decided, hey, we’re going to 
have an awesome afternoon. Their driveway had this slope that came down and then widened out 
right in front of the garage. We had just seen all these extreme sports that were getting broadcast 
more and more so we saw guys doing flips and 360’s and incredible things on bikes. So, we were 
like, “We’re going to build a jump and it’s going to be awesome.” And so we did. At the bottom of 
the hill we built this jump and it was epic. And we would go down and we’d get some speed and 
we’d fly off this thing. I have to admit I was a little timid to begin with, so I’d kind of hit it a little 
weaker and I decided at one point, “I’m just going to go big...go big, or go home.” And so I get to 
the top of this hill and I’m riding down kind of on this rickety bike and I’m thinking, “This is gonna 
be awesome!” And I’m coming down the hill and I hit this jump at full speed and my bike goes up 
in the air; I go up in the air; my bike seat goes up in the air (laughter) and as I’m in the air, I’m 
thinking, “This is not awesome!” as I’m seeing my seat fly out in front of me. Now, if you’ve never 
seen a bike seat without a seat, it may look something like this...(points to the microphone) 
(laughter). And so I’m now in midair trying to navigate my landing on this (laughter). And as I 
come down with this yelp and scream and out of control, we had also brilliantly put this jump about 
10 foot in front of their garage door so I’m out of control, “Ahhh!” and slam into the garage door 
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and I’m on my side. I’m crying; I’m in pain, and I look over and my brother and my friends are on 
their sides just rolling, laughing, and the way I remember it, they were like, “THAT WAS 
AWESOME!” (laughter) 
 
I think some of those stories are pretty incredible. My favorite New Testament story involves a 
group of friends doing something awesome—way better than that. If you want to join me, I’m going 
to be in Luke, Chapter 5 this morning. I’d love for you to join me there. I’ll start in verse 17. If you 
don’t have a Bible, I’ll read it out loud so you can just follow along that way. But, Luke, Chapter 5, 
starting in verse 17 says this, 
 

One day He was teaching; and there were some Pharisees and teachers of the law 
sitting there, who had come from every village of Galilee and Judea and from 
Jerusalem; and the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. And 
some men were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were trying to 
bring him in and to set him down in front of Him. But not finding any way to bring 
him in because of the crowd, they went up on the roof and let him down through the 
tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of the crowd, in front of Jesus. Seeing their 
faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” The scribes and the Pharisees 
began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks blasphemies? Who can forgive 
sins, but God alone?” But Jesus, aware of their reasonings, answered and said to 
them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts? Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins 
have been forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and walk’? But, so that you may know 
that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,”—He said to the 
paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and go home.” 
Immediately he got up before them, and picked up what he had been lying on, and 
went home glorifying God. They were all struck with astonishment and began 
glorifying God; and they were filled with fear, saying, “We have seen remarkable 
things today.”  (*NASB, Luke 5:17-26) 

 
That was awesome!  
 

God, thank You that You are a God that has amazing, incredible, remarkable stories about 
You—not just now but from history and ages past. God, thank You that You’re a God that 
invites us into these stories. God, we’re coming together today with some new friends, 
maybe old friends, maybe people we haven’t even met yet, but, Father, we come into this 
room to sing Your praises and glorify this amazing God that You are. We also open up 
Your Word and we ask that You would speak to us right now, God. Would You just start to 
speak in our hearts as we study Your Word? We don’t want to walk away from this room 
unchanged. We pray this because of Jesus, Amen. 
 

So, we start out, it says in verse 17, One day He was teaching… Who was teaching? Jesus was 
teaching. Our story starts with Jesus. It all kind of always starts with Jesus, right? So we’re about a 
year into Jesus’ public ministry. He started his public ministry—He’s actually preached his first 
sermon, famous sermon, the Sermon on the Mount—and it almost got Him killed. He’s done a ton 
of other things too. He’s performed miracles; He’s turning the water into wine; it happened at this 
wedding feast—His first miracle. He’s cast out demons. He’s healed leprosy. He’s also walked 
along and called His first disciples. There’s significant momentum that’s taking place. People are 
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hearing more and more about this Jesus and this amazing man that He is and people want to know. 
They start to come from every spot to hear and hang on every word.  
 
Mark 1, verse 45 actually says, “...Jesus could no longer publicly enter a city, but stayed out in 
unpopulated areas; and they were coming to Him from everywhere.” And in fact, if we just 
look a few verses before this in verse 15 of Luke, chapter 5, it says, “But the news about Him was 
spreading even farther, and large crowds were gathering to hear Him and to be healed of 
their sicknesses.” So Jesus’ ministry is continuing to grow and there’s more and more demands. 
He’s doing something that only God can do and there’s more pressure and there are more people 
and there are more things and life is a little more chaotic. But look at what he does—it just 
fascinates me. Actually in verse 16, it says, “But Jesus Himself would often slip away to the 
wilderness and pray.” He would go away and pray. In the midst of the chaos, the craziness, the 
pressures, the people pressing in, this person, who’s also God, finds the need to get away and pray. I 
think we could probably learn something from that too, but we’ll talk more about that later.   
 
Mark, chapter 2 tells us that in this setting, as we get our story, they’re actually in a city, or the town 
of Capernaum. And Capernaum is a very important place in the life of Jesus. It’s this coastal town 
right on the edge of the Sea of Galilee, actually the northwest section or corner. So many of our 
stories take place in this place. It’s a sea where Jesus called his first disciples as they’re walking 
along the shore and they’re fishing—the place where they spent lots of time. It’s the same water that 
He would walk out on later on. And actually this place is the hometown of Simon Peter and very 
likely it may have even been his house that they’re meeting at. This was the hometown boy and 
He’s back and people wanted to see Him. And there are more and more people gathering in.  
 
It’s interesting, it actually says in verse 17 that they ...come from every village of Galilee and 
Judea and from Jerusalem. This is significant travel. You’ve got Capernaum up here; then you 
travel down past Samaria into Judea, and you’ve got Jerusalem down here. They’re coming from all 
over—great distances—to see this man. What’s also interesting is that Luke, right up front, puts 
some of the big characters in the story as well. Right in front of him ...there were some Pharisees 
and teachers of the law sitting there. Sitting there is interesting because this place is so packed 
out, there’s standing room only.  But these guys have found a spot to sit. But if you think about it, 
this may help just to understand a little bit more about these guys. Where Mark kind of casually 
mentions this, Luke puts it right up front. A Pharisee is the Hebrew word for ‘set apart’ and these 
Pharisees and scribes, they probably came out of the ministry of Ezra, who was teaching the people 
to obey the law of Moses. Good thing, but somewhere along the line it starts to get distorted and 
they start to pile all sorts of other rules on top, along with these rules. They start to make it 
legalistic. They stop practicing what they preach—they’re hypocrites. They start to miss the whole 
point of what God’s doing and who God is. They’re actually focusing on their rules and their 
religion. It’s pretty amazing because they end up in a good spot—the right time and the right place 
to see Jesus do something incredible.    
 
It says then...the power of the Lord was present for Him to perform healing. And some men 
were carrying on a bed a man who was paralyzed; and they were trying to bring him in and to 
set him down in front of Him. In front of who? In front of Jesus. Why? Why had they come? We 
don’t know much about these guys; we don’t know their back-story. We don’t know even their 
names. Luke mentions that there are at least four of them that were coming along carrying this guy 
on a mat, and this guy on the mat, we don’t know much about him either. We know that he was 
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paralyzed but we don’t ever get his name. So they bring him in, carried on a mat—we’ll call him 
Mat. (laughter) Okay, had to go there, had to do it...had to do it! So this man, Mat, is laying on this 
mat, this bed, this stretcher, and his whole world, his whole life consists of this three foot by six foot 
area where he now has to depend on people to come and feed him, to come and move him so that he 
doesn’t get bed sores, to come and clean him when he soils himself. He doesn’t know anything 
about independence. His whole life is dependent on people helping him out. We don’t know much 
about him but we know that it’s a difficult life. And I don’t want to, in any way, downplay the exact 
situation that people would have today, but I do want to point out that back in this time there were 
no medical options. There were no surgeries; there were no rehab programs, no assistance 
programs. There were no treatment centers. But there was begging. There was a life on the side of 
the road. There was isolation.  
 
In fact, on top of this situation he was in, there’s also this teaching that’s going around. It was often 
taught that the sickness that this person had was directly linked to their sin or maybe the sin of their 
ancestors, which wasn’t always the case. In fact there’s nothing that we could prove a correlation 
with in this story from the information we’re given. And the religious elite of that day, the 
Pharisees, would teach that these kinds of people should be held at a distance; they should be 
shunned; they should be avoided. Yet Jesus always finds Himself right among them, with them. It’s 
as though He’s pursuing these very people. And it’s interesting as you read all throughout Luke and 
the Gospels, these people come to Him and they don’t say, “Would You heal me?” They say, 
“Would You make me clean?” which fascinates me. But it’s also the understanding that everyone 
would say, “These guys are unclean. Stay away.” But when you think about it, we’re all unclean 
until we meet Jesus. What hope could this Jesus provide? Somebody that actually comes that has 
great power, that’s speaking words that give life. What could happen if we just met Him? What kind 
of good news would it be that He could give?  
 
I don’t know what he would dream as he laid there staring up at the sky. I imagine some of his 
dreams I just can’t even fathom. What would it be like to run? What would it be like to go to work? 
What would it be like to not live in complete dependence? Then I think there are probably other 
dreams that he dreamed that aren’t so far from those of you and me. What would it look like to be 
married? To have kids? What would it look like to not be isolated? To have hope? To find purpose? 
And his friends, his friends care enough about this guy. They see that he wakes up every morning in 
the body that holds him prisoner. They see that this mat comprises his world, that he has no hope of 
getting set free.  
 
But they’ve heard something and yes, this man needs to hear something, too. The gospel is 
something he needs to hear, but this man also has love that he needs to be shown because the gospel 
is always a show and tell. Let me say that again. The gospel is always a show and tell. This man 
needs a message, but he needs love as well, and his friends must have understood this. They must 
have heard about this. I don’t know what they’d heard or if they’d heard stories of people who had 
been changed and they’d witnessed Jesus themselves, but they knew enough to know that this Guy, 
that when He talked, His words have life. They have power. There was something remarkable about 
them. There was freedom. And when He spoke, it was true. Not only that, when He talked about 
God, He spoke about Him as if he actually knew Him. And not only that, He spoke as though, at 
times, He actually was Him. And then when He would talk about God’s kingdom, He would say 
that it’s near. In fact, He would speak of it at times as though it were actually here, right now.  His 
friends knew, “If we could just get him to Jesus, this could change everything...everything!  
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But when they get there, in Mark 2 it tells us that the line is so packed, you couldn’t even get into 
the door. We think that Six Flags is bad—the lines there—or Worlds of Fun, or don’t even mention 
the DMV, right? But they get there, and the place is so packed they can’t even get close to it. In 
fact, it says in verse 19: And not finding any way to bring him in because of the crowd, they 
went up on the roof and let him down through the tiles with his stretcher, into the middle of 
the crowd, in front of Jesus. I would have loved to have been in the conversation—when his 
friends were figuring out what to do. They’ve arrived, “We’ve got him here. Jesus is so close but we 
can’t get him in. What are we going to do?” And you think of that. The personalities in a group like 
this would have been incredible, I’m sure. They’re kind of brainstorming, scheming, “Oh, hey, 
remember when we were at that one concert and we started passing each other around? What if we 
picked him up and passed him in?” “Oh, yeah, that would be awesome.” “But what if he dropped? 
We would never find him.” “Yeah, let’s not do that.”  (laughter) “Okay, but we could, what if we 
yelled ‘FIRE’ and we got everybody out of here.” “No, remember last time we did…” “Yeah, let’s 
not do that either.” And then somebody says, “The roof!” And the guy goes, “Yeah! Water 
balloons!” and they’re like, “No, that’s not it either. Let’s rip a hole…” “Oh, yeah, even better.”  
And so they get up on this roof.  
 
Now think of these houses in that day. They’re often—think of a box—a square area that’s boxed 
in, and on top of the walls they’d place these branches or these beams. And then they would pack 
mud or clay up on this for waterproof and it would provide this big open area, and they would 
utilize this space in a number of ways. There’s often an easy access outside the house, a staircase up 
to the top.  Maybe they used it to dry fruits or grains, or they used it to wash their clothes, or at 
times, maybe just an open space to enjoy the cool, evening air. Maybe some of them would even put 
a house, a room up on top, maybe a guest room. There were other houses in the area, not uncommon 
as well, that modeled more of the Roman style, that had a bit of a slant and that had baked clay tiles 
that were placed on top of that. Some people get hung up between Mark and Matthew and the 
difference there, but that’s not the case. The case was that they got up on top of this roof, and either 
way it would have been a roof that could easily come apart—pretty easily get put back together—so 
it wasn’t like they were taking a jackhammer to the roof to get this thing open. But, they get up on 
top and they start to peel back this area. Now I wonder what would have happened in that moment. 
You’re in a packed room; there’s nowhere to go and all of a sudden you start hearing these sounds 
and they get louder and louder and parts start dropping down. You’d think, “What is going on?” (I 
tried getting somebody on the roof with a jackhammer during this part so we could experience it, 
but they didn’t go for it; I don’t know why.)  But, all of a sudden the light starts opening up; the 
dust starts to settle and you see this bed, this stretcher, getting lowered down right in the middle of 
the room and everyone’s going, “I wonder what Jesus is going to say.” I’m wondering, ‘What’s the 
guy in the stretcher thinking?’ ‘Hi......... (laughter). They’re hanging there; you see these heads pop 
over the hole, looking down. What is Jesus going to say? Verse 20, 
 

Seeing their faith, He said, “Friend, your sins are forgiven you.” 
 
What? That’s not quite what I was expecting, right? If I’m reading though this story, I think, “Boy, I 
thought it was going to be something about the paralysis, not this sin thing.” But Jesus is speaking 
into something way bigger. It’s a need way deeper. I have to admit sometimes my intentions for 
bringing people to Jesus, my agendas, are not the same as Jesus’. I have to admit sometimes I get 
caught in this spot where I want to introduce people to Jesus because I want Him to change their 
behavior, or I want Him to change their thinking—set them straight—or I want Him to change their 
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habits. Or I want Him to change their health. All these things—maybe something that could be 
positive. Jesus is speaking to deeper issues, a deeper need, a place where it all starts. And He says, 
“Your sins are forgiven you.” Now some people look at that and they go, “What? He’s got a plural 
form there.” There are scholars that would say maybe he’s speaking to both the man on the mat and 
the friends. Others would say you see this action of this man’s faith played out later on in the story. 
Either way, it’s important to remember that the gospel message—salvation—always comes by grace 
through faith and it did so on that day, too. And it’s an immensely personal thing. His friends 
couldn’t save him, but they knew Jesus could. And what took place was between this man and 
Jesus. It’s the same thing that takes place over and over, all over, for you and me. And it’s a 
personal thing.  
 
But Jesus knew what this man was thinking, regardless of anything else. It seems like Jesus always 
knows what we’re thinking. In fact, he goes on to know what the scribes and Pharisees are thinking. 
As soon as he says this, verse 21,  
 

The scribes and the Pharisees began to reason, saying, “Who is this man who speaks 
blasphemies? [Now, blasphemies in this time could get you stoned; they could get you 
killed.] Who can forgive sins, but God alone? [Interesting, it’s true. Who can forgive sins 
but God alone? Yet a failure to recognize who Jesus really was.] But Jesus, aware of 
their reasonings, [their buzzing, their mumbling, their complaining, their arguing] 
answered and said to them, “Why are you reasoning in your hearts?” 

 
What do you mean? What’s going on here? Now, when I look at a story like this, a passage like this, 
I like to ask a couple questions. As I’m reading through this, “What do I learn about God?” So I like 
to take notes and start thinking through what am I learning about God? I like to look at the 
characters and say, “What can I learn from the people in this story as well?”  Then I like to sit and 
think, “What am I learning about myself?” When I look at this story, I often want to say, “Josh, 
yeah, you’re like the guy on the corners of the mat. You’re the one that’s always carrying people 
in.” But if I really think about it, there are often times when I’m much more like these religious 
guys that come and ask a lot of questions but really don’t do much at all or the guys that come in 
and they doubt what Jesus is actually saying. They say, “Yeah, you say that but I don’t believe it. I 
think it’s a lie. God, I don’t think You’re quite big enough to do this.” It’s so interesting to me that I 
fail to see all those areas where I doubt God, where I don’t believe Him, where I don’t think He’s 
telling the truth.   
 
These Pharisees are sitting there and the Greek word comes into the mind of Jesus, “Yeah, He’s a 
poser.” It’s Greek for ‘fake’. I think...I don’t know, maybe not. But they’re thinking, “This guy is 
telling lies. This isn’t true.” And Jesus does a beautiful thing here. He sees their interaction. He sees 
what’s going on. He sees their pride, their arrogance; Jesus is stepping on their turf. It’s interesting 
in Matthew 7, verses 28 and 29, after Jesus is teaching, it says the crowds were “...amazed by His 
teaching; for He was teaching them as one having authority, and not as the scribes.” All of a 
sudden Jesus is shaking things up. These guys kind of had control of everything and Jesus is coming 
in and He’s taking over and they don’t like it. So Jesus uses a rabbinic, beautiful teaching method. 
He asks some questions, some counter questions. Next question he asks them, verse 23,  
 

Which is easier, to say, ‘Your sins have been forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Get up and 
walk’? 
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Interesting!  Both are equally as easy to say...both equally impossible to do. If I’m here and I’m 
saying to somebody, “Get up and walk”, Josh Luse is probably not going to make that happen. If  
I’m saying, “Your sins are forgiven,” Josh Luse, probably not going to make that happen. But if I’m 
up here and I’m doing that, one is easier to see. If I say, “Get up and walk” and he doesn’t get up 
and walk, everybody knows Josh is lying. But if I say, “Your sins are forgiven,” how can we tell? 
How can we see the heart? How can we know? So they’re pondering this question; they’re thinking 
through it. But, it doesn’t stop there. Verse 24, it says,  
 
But, so that you may know that the Son of Man... [Son of Man is interesting. This is the first time 
Jesus uses this in the gospel of Luke. It seems to become one of his favorite terms referring to 
Himself. All throughout the gospels it’s used often. This God who is fully God took on human 
form.] ...so that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins,”—
He said to the paralytic—“I say to you, get up, and pick up your stretcher and go home.” 
 
I’m imagining if there was any space at all, that there are crickets in the room because now it’s on. 
This guy has just called out something that we can all see and if this doesn’t happen, we know what 
else he said isn’t true either. We got him! What takes place in the next verse is incredible. Verse 25: 
 

Immediately he got up before them, and picked up what he had been lying on, and 
went home glorifying God. 

 
This man who had been confined to this mat, in a prison, has not only had his life transformed 
because his sins are forgiven, but now he’s given his legs; he’s given his feet. It’s kind of this happy 
statement that this mat that had carried the man was now this man who was carrying the mat—this 
thing that had become his label, his identity. We don’t know his name but we know that this man 
was a man that was praising God. In fact, I feel like he’s given his bigger identity. It’s not what he 
can’t do or what he can do or what he has done or what he may do. His identity is found in the  
truest identity available—he is a child of God! The one that created it, that formed him, that pursued 
him, that loved him, that invited him—now, as the Son of Man invited him to be one of the sons of 
God! He’s in the family of God!  
 
I wonder what identity we depend on, what labels we carry around. What are the things that we 
think, “Well, this defines me. This is what I do. This is what I’m stuck in. This is who I am,” when 
Jesus is saying, “That’s not you. Who you are in the truest picture of who you are is found in Jesus 
Christ alone.” And out of that comes these beautiful opportunities that He’s given you to glorify 
Him and praise Him, serve Him, walk alongside Him. It’s also interesting that it literally said when 
Jesus is describing this it says, “Start walking and keep walking.” It’s permanent; it’s whole; it’s 
complete. The cure is going to last. It’s not his identity. 
 
Around Capernaum this guy is no longer known as this guy on the mat. This guy is known as that 
guy that had this radical encounter with Jesus and his life is changed forever. Maybe he’s like the 
leper before that just couldn’t keep quiet, “I gotta go tell people about this,” because when you meet 
Jesus, it changes everything. Verse 26 changes others that see it too, 
 

They were all struck with astonishment and began glorifying God; and they were 
filled with fear, saying, “We have seen remarkable things today.” 
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That was awesome! I wonder what God’s telling us through this. I wonder what He’s inviting us 
into in this. I love it because this story continues on. We don’t have time for it today, but continue to 
read it this week. Jesus meets a man named Levi, or Matthew, and Levi is this tax collector—the 
worst of the worst, right? And Jesus says to Levi, “Come. Follow me.” And Levi does and in turn, 
Levi invites Him into his home and there’s a bunch of shady characters sitting around Him for 
dinner and Jesus is right in the midst and these religious guys, these Pharisees, are seeing Jesus with 
these unclean people and thinking, “How can He hang out with sinners?” But Jesus is a God who 
pursues and then invites others along with Him in this journey to tell them, “Hey, there is a God that 
loves and pursues people.” All of us are in need of a Savior and all of us have the opportunity to 
introduce others to Jesus in an incredible way.  
 
I think one of the ways this started to really hit me was when I met a man named Glen, a good 
friend. I remember sitting in Glen’s house and as I’m sitting there, Glen pulls out this paper and 
we’re talking through some of these exact things. And he starts showing me—I see he’s scribbled 
out this map of his neighborhood and on this map, I see houses drawn and I see names on each of 
these houses and stuff about them. And Glen starts telling me about the people all around him. But 
as Glen starts talking, he’s not talking like these guys are neighbors. He’s not even talking like 
they’re friends. He’s talking like these guys are family. And as Glen starts to talk more and more 
about this, I start to realize, he is so deeply interconnected with the lives of these people, he’s 
having a huge impact on these people. In fact, he set up this group email for the neighborhood that 
everybody could email into so that they didn’t all have to buy a weed whacker and an edger. They 
could just email and they could share some of their resources. But it started going way deeper than 
that too. One time when I was at his house, he said, “Hey, want to do a prayer walk?” and I said, 
“Sure,” so we got up; we started walking around and he would walk by a house and he would tell 
me about what’s going on, like who these guys were and ways we could pray for them. So we’d 
pray and we’d walk around. As we’re walking around, he’s telling me that there’s this family and 
they’ve had a difficult time. The husband had just gotten in a biking accident and his whole life was 
changed because of it. And as he’s telling me this and we’re going to pray, they pull up from the 
grocery store and they have smiles on their faces when they see Glen. Glen stops over and he starts 
talking and as we walk away, we start to pray for these needs and he tells us more about the ways 
that he’s connected with these guys. And then it continues on from there because one of the big 
pieces of this life in following Jesus in this incredible journey is continued in prayer. So Glen 
invited me to start praying with him. Every week we’d go to his office. I had a friend named 
Andrew. He was in college so I invited him along and he had a friend that was in college as well, 
Mike, so he invited him along. So the four of us would gather in his office. It wouldn’t take long—a 
half hour. And we’d start to pray for these people. We started to develop kind of these names and 
people that would intersect our paths, and we’d start to pray for them. And the more we did it, it 
was incredible because we’d start to have to take some time to talk about what was going on in their 
lives and opportunities and things that were happening and then pray more. And beautiful things 
took place because of this. And Jesus, in the chaos in all of His ministry, would take time to pray.  
 
I wonder, and I want to invite you into this opportunity to continue to pray for those around you. 
Maybe you already have a list of names of people you realize God’s putting in your path that you 
can start to remember and write things down and pray for, ask them about, find creative ways to 
help fill in those needs. Maybe it’s with your family. Maybe you want to have your kids draw a 
picture of somebody they would love to introduce to Jesus. Have them draw a picture of it and hang 
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it on your refrigerator or put it on their wall in their room and before you go to bed, use it as a 
reminder to pray together with them. Model what this looks like.  
 
We don’t want to just talk about this, this morning. We’re actually going to give some time to 
actually do this as well. In just a minute, Mike’s going to come up and he’s going to play some 
music. And we want to give you a chance to just stop and take some time and pray. Maybe for you 
this is all something new and maybe you’re like, “I’m kind of like that guy on the mat and I realize 
there’s a bigger need going on, and I realize that Jesus has forgiven my sins.” And maybe for me 
my time talking to God, I just want to tell him, “God, I believe it. I believe You died on the cross 
for me. I trust you. I want to follow you.” Maybe you’re going to spend some time with God in that 
way. Maybe you’re going to sit there and ask God to open your eyes to the people around you 
because you realize there’s nobody that you really know that you can carry a mat for and you just 
want God to start to show you these people that are around. Maybe you already have people you’ve 
been praying for and it gives you a chance, maybe to gather with a friend close by or somebody and 
pray for these people that you’ve continued to pray for. I’m not sure what it looks like. But we want 
to actually do this, because we know when we start to pray and look for opportunities, God’s got 
invitations all around us. The beautiful thing, if we start talking about stories, we could go on for 
hours in this room talking about the amazing things that God has done in our own lives and then 
things that He’s doing in people’s lives around us. So I’m going to pray and as I close, I’ll give you 
guys a chance to pray as well. 
 

Father, thank You so much that You are an amazing God. What a story! God, thank You 
that the stories that have the deepest impact, the stories that I love to share the most, are 
not so much stories about bikes, but that there are stories about friends and the incredible 
ways that we dream up to find ways to love people and share this incredible news about 
You, ways that we can find to introduce people to You. God, I pray that as a church we 
would be known as a church that shares the gospel and that shows the gospel. Help us to 
learn to show and tell this. Give us the confidence, the words to share this incredible hope 
but give us the hands and feet to love and sacrifice and care for other people all around us. 
God, would you break our hearts for the people of this city, break our hearts for the 
classmates we have in school, for the people at work, for the people in our neighborhood, 
for the people that we see as we’re driving by. What an opportunity to join You in 
something amazing. God, give us confidence to gather other friends and ask, “Do you 
want to do something awesome?” Start to dream about ways that we can love this city, that 
we can introduce them to You. God, help us not to just leave this place; help us to find 
ways to continue in this. God, as we take time to pray right now, press on our hearts what 
you’ve been speaking to us about. Give us those people that you want us to care for and 
give us ways that we can talk to you about them. We pray this in Your name, Amen. 

 
If you’re not quite sure where to go, we’ve also included in your bulletin a prayer. Maybe that could 
be a starting place too. You could just start to read that prayer. We’ll give you a couple minutes to 
pray at this time.  
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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