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Restorative Grace 
My Favorite New Testament Story  

John 21:1-25 

Pastor Matt Meyer 

 

Video - My name is Matt Meyer.  I am one of the college pastors on staff here with the college 

ministry.  I’ve been around the church since I was in college about 26 years ago.  I’ve been on staff 

for the last 12 years with the college ministry.  I am married to a wonderful woman named Renee 

who is from Texas.  We’ve been married for 10 years this year and we have 3 amazing boys.  Our  

oldest is Luke, he’s 15; our next boy is Tobin, he is 8; and our youngest is Micah, he is 6 years old, 

and he is a wonderful little boy from Uganda. 

 

Probably one thing a lot of people don’t know about me is that I actually did not like public 

speaking at all in high school or college.  In college I actually took the speech class pass/fail so I 

wouldn’t have to do my very best at it!  But, you know, when you find something you’re passionate 

about talking about, that kinda changes! 

 

I’m excited to be here with you again this weekend and get to share my favorite New Testament 

story with you! 

 

Matt on stage - My favorite New Testament story!  That’s going to be a tough one because there are 

so many great stories about Jesus in the New Testament.  I think about when He raised Lazarus 

from the dead, or when He healed blind Bartimaeus alongside the road, or maybe when He’s 

washing the disciples’ feet at the Last Supper.  Or another of my favorites is when He surprises the 

two disciples that are on the road to Emmaus in Luke 24 (one of my favorites), and right up there 

with it would be when He healed the man born blind in John 9.  That’s a great story.  You want to 

talk about crazy!  Jesus spits on the ground, bends down, makes clay out of the spittle, puts it on the 

guy’s eyes, and that’s how He heals him.  I mean, that’s a great story!  I think the disciples probably 

talked about that story when they were sitting around going, “Hey, you remember when Jesus …”  

“Yeah!  That was crazy!”  So, it’s hard for me to pick.  And I didn’t know that I could do what Ben 

did a couple weeks ago and pick four stories (laughter)… so … I just picked one!  And we’re going 

to John 21 today.  If you have a Bible, I’d love for you to turn there if you want to follow along.  Or 

if you have an iPad or a phone, you can pull it up on there.   

 

While you’re doing that, I’m going to give you some background on John 21 because it’s fairly well 

debated as to whether this chapter was written by John and, if so, why was it written?  A couple of 

weeks ago Mark Mathewson led us through most of John 20.  He led us through the story about 

believing Thomas, where Thomas said, “I’m not going to believe unless I can see the marks on his 

hands and where the spear pierced his side.”  John 20 ends by pretty much wrapping up everything 

John’s been trying to say in his gospel:  Jesus has risen again; He comes and gives peace to the 

disciples and women, the joy that He’s promised—the men and women have that now.  The Holy 

Spirit that Jesus has been talking about since John 7, that He made five promises about in John 14-

16; that Holy Spirit is given in John 20.  So, pretty much everything’s wrapped up.  And it ends 

with this summary purpose statement in John 20:30-31: 

 

Therefore many other signs Jesus also performed in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; but these have been written so that you may 
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believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God; and that believing you may have life 

in His name.  (*NASB, John 20:30-31) 

 

Now, doesn’t that sound like a pretty good summary purpose statement?    Especially if you know 

that the point of the book, the point the author has made over and over again, is to get the 

reader/listener to believe that Jesus is the one sent into the world by the Father.  He is the Messiah.  

So if John wrapped things up so nicely in John 20, why do we have John 21, and was it written by 

John?   

 

Most scholars think it was written by John.  If you compare the text of John 21 with the text of the 

rest of the gospel of John, there are a lot of similarities—too many similarities to make it doubtful 

that it wasn’t written by John.  But you also have to wonder about John 21:24.  We’ve got another 

kind of summary statement in these last two verses.  John 21:24: 

 

This is the disciple who is testifying to these things and wrote these things, (so that’s 

probably John, if we believe that John wrote it) and we know that his testimony is true.  

 

And then it goes on and says:  

 

And there are also many other things which Jesus did, which if they were written in 

detail, I suppose that even the world itself would not contain the books that would be 

written.  (Vs. 25) 

 

But who’s the we in John 21:24?  Many scholars think the we would be John’s followers.  And 

most think that John wrote this story, but that later some of his followers may have added it to the 

end of the gospel before the gospel was sent out and passed to different groups and different 

churches. 

 

Another thought is that John wrote it himself as part of his gospel, and the book never got sent 

around until later, and verses 24 and 25 were added by his followers.  There’s no way for us to 

really know.  Regardless of whatever it is, I think the Holy Spirit has a reason for this chapter being 

included.  Yes, John’s wrapped things up really nicely in John 20, and many of his readers/listeners 

probably came to a place where they believed and that was the point he was driving at.  He said, 

“This is why I’m writing this—so you would come to believe!”  But what about those people who 

still haven’t believed?  What about those who still hadn’t decided to follow Jesus yet?  Could there 

be one more story, one more picture that would show those people what Jesus and His Father are 

really like?   

 

I wonder if that’s the place you’re at this morning.  Maybe you’re checking out Jesus and God and 

church again after a long time away, and you’re wondering, “Will God still accept me after all the 

things I’ve done...all the paths I’ve walked down?”  Or maybe this morning it’s your first time 

checking out the claims of the Bible and the claims of Jesus and you’re wondering to yourself, 

“What would life really look like if I followed Jesus?  What does it really mean?  If I decide to 

believe in Jesus and start following Him, what does that life look like?”  And that question: what 

does life look like after we’ve believed?  That’s a valuable question for all of us to think about this 

morning, because Jesus tells us over and over again, “I came to give you life—life abundantly—the 

very life that I actually share with my Father.  The essence of life that’s found in us I’m going to 

share that with you!” 
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So what does that life look like?  Or, another way to ask it: how do I participate in that life?  And 

most importantly, the question we want to think about is this:  What do I do when I totally blow it...  

when I just completely mess things up in life?  Because learning how to follow Jesus, walking with 

Him through life is going to be a continual journey for the rest of our lives and, along the way we’re 

going to mess up.  And each of us is going to make some bad choices.  We might even totally blow 

it sometimes.  So the question is:  What do we do then?  How do we get back into the life that Jesus 

offers?  How does Jesus come to us when we’ve totally blown it, when we feel ashamed and we’ve 

made a mess of things?  How does Jesus come to us then?  Let’s see what John can tell us about it 

beginning in John, chapter 21, verse 1. 

 

After these things Jesus manifested Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of 

Tiberias,(the Sea of Galilee) and He manifested Himself in this way. Simon Peter, and 

Thomas called Didymus, and Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, and the sons of Zebedee, 

and two others of His disciples were together. Simon Peter said to them, "I am going 

fishing." They said to him, "We will also come with you." They went out and got into 

the boat; and that night they caught nothing.  But when the day was now breaking, 

Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples did not know that it was Jesus. So Jesus 

said to them, "Children, you do not have any fish, do you?" They answered Him, 

"No." And He said to them, "Cast the net on the right-hand side of the boat and you 

will find a catch." So they cast, and then they were not able to haul it in because of 

the great number of fish.  (Vs. 1-6) 

 

So the disciples are in Galilee and this story sounds a lot like another time when the disciples had 

been fishing all night and caught nothing.  And in the morning Jesus tells them to let down their 

nets for a catch, and they catch so many fish that it fills the boat.  In fact they call their partners over 

with another boat and they fill both boats full of fish, so full that the boats are sinking!  That story is 

found in Luke, chapter 5.  That was the day when Peter realized … this Jesus guy … there’s 

something special about him!  He’s not ordinary.  We’re told in that story that Peter makes his way 

over to Jesus (probably moving through all these flopping fish), and he kneels at His feet and says, 

“Go away from me, Lord, for I’m a sinful man.  Jesus, you don’t want to be around me.”  But in 

that story, Jesus doesn’t leave.  He does just the opposite.  He calls Peter to be with Him always as a 

disciple.  That was the day when He said, “Peter, I want you to be a fisher of men.  You’re no 

longer going to catch fish; you’re going to catch people.”  That was the day Peter’s life changed 

forever!  He left his nets and followed Jesus, which is an interesting thing to think about, because 

Peter is fishing again in our story.  And so are the rest of His disciples! 

 

Back in John 21, though, Peter’s reaction to the miraculous catch is a bit different than in Luke 5.  

Now remember, up to this point in the story, the disciples don’t know it is Jesus!  We’re told that in 

verse 4.  So let’s see how they respond.  Verse 7: 

 

Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved (that would be John) said to Peter, "It is the 

Lord." So when Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on 

(for he was stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. But the other disciples 

came in the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred 

yards away, dragging the net full of fish.  So when they got out on the land, they saw a 

charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. Jesus said to them, "Bring 

some of the fish which you have now caught." Simon Peter went up and drew the net 

to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; (don’t know why they counted 

them)  and although there were so many, the net was not torn.  Jesus said to them, 

"Come and have breakfast." None of the disciples ventured to question Him, "Who 
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are You?" knowing that it was the Lord. Jesus came and took the bread and gave it 

to them, and the fish likewise. This is now the third time that Jesus was manifested to 

the disciples, after He was raised from the dead.  (Vs. 7-14) 

 

So, instead of asking Jesus to leave, Peter runs toward Jesus!  The moment John tells him it’s Jesus, 

he jumps overboard, which is a little bit strange.  Some of my thoughts on this passage come from a 

Bible teacher named Ben Stuart.  He makes this comment about Peter jumping into the water:   

 

“Verse 7 tells us that Peter puts on his outer garment before he jumps in.  Doesn’t that seem a little 

counter-intuitive?  I mean, every movie, every TV show you’ve ever seen, someone’s drowning, 

someone needs help in the water, and the person who’s going to save them takes OFF their coat or 

sweatshirt.  Here, I must save them!  Right? But Peter puts ON his outer garment.  It’s not going to 

be very easy to swim with that robe on.  But he gets there!  And the point is … Peter cannot wait to 

get to the Lord!  The boat’s only 100 yards or so away, but Peter’s not waiting.  In he goes!”   

 

I think you’ve got to stop and ask yourself, “Why is that?”  What’s going on in Peter’s mind?  What 

is he thinking about that causes that kind of reaction that he would jump in the water?  My answer 

to that, as I’ve sat and thought about it, is that you have to go back and think through all of what has 

gone on in the last several weeks for the disciples, and especially for Peter.  It was just a few weeks 

ago that their leader was taken from them and was whipped and beaten and hung on a cross and He 

died.  And shortly before that happened, Jesus tells his disciples in Luke 14, “This is going to 

happen:  I’m going to get betrayed; I’m going to be whipped; I’m going to be beaten; I’m going to 

die on a cross; I’m going to be buried, and I’m going to rise again.”  And none of the disciples get 

it.  And then he tells them, “And you’re all going to betray me.  You’re going to desert, not betray.  

You’re all going to run away.  You’re going to run scared.”  And it says in Luke that, after he said 

that, Peter says, “Even if everyone else falls away—not me!  I’m not going to fall away.”  And 

Jesus looks at him and says, “I tell you the truth, before the rooster crows, you’re going to deny me 

three times.”  It says Peter’s response was, “Even if I have to die with you, I will not fall away.”  

And all the others were saying that as well.   

 

Shortly after that, Judas and the crowd come to arrest Jesus.  And what Jesus said comes true, and 

the disciples scatter.  They run—every one of them except for Peter and John.  We’re told they 

followed the crowd that arrested Jesus at a safe distance.  They wanted to see what’s going to 

happen.  So Peter’s doing okay, but along the way someone sees him and says, “Hey!  You’re a 

follower of Jesus, aren’t you?”  And he denies it.  And then we’re told that two more times Peter is 

questioned about being a follower of Jesus, and he denies it.  And remember, we’re not talking 

about people that are armed guards or rulers that are questioning Peter.  At one point, it’s a servant 

girl!  She’s not called a “woman”; she’s called a “girl” —probably a twelve or thirteen-year-old 

girl—and he denies it!  After the third time, we’re told the rooster crows, and Jesus turns and looks 

at Peter.  The Bible says that Peter went out and he wept bitterly because he had utterly 

failed...totally blown it!  The very thing he said he would never do, Peter had done.  He had denied 

Jesus not just once, but three times in one night. 

 

I think that’s some of what’s going on in Peter’s mind as we come to this passage.  I think that’s 

maybe why, at the beginning, Peter says, “I’m going fishing.”  Because he failed!  I think that even 

though Jesus has already appeared to Peter several times, Peter is still plagued by his failures.  

There’s still doubt in his mind as to whether Jesus really loves him.  There’s still doubt in his mind 

as to whether Jesus will accept him back.  There’s doubt in his mind if he can really be a follower of 

Jesus.   
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I wonder if you’ve ever felt that way, if you’ve ever found yourself in this place like Peter finds 

himself.  You’ve told the Lord you wouldn’t do something, or you wouldn’t do it again.  Maybe it’s 

that particular sin you struggle with that you just can’t seem to get a handle on; you just can’t seem 

to get victory over.  You want so badly to not give into it anymore.  You’ve done it over and over 

and over again.  And this last time, you asked Jesus for forgiveness and you told Him, “I’m never 

going there again!  I’m done!”  You ever been there?  When I was in college, this was my story 

with pornography.  I told Jesus over and over and over again, “I’m never going back there.  I’m 

never doing it again.”  And every time I made that promise—every time I broke it—I wanted so 

badly to have victory over it.  I felt like I’d totally blown it!  I wondered how Jesus could forgive 

me again for the same sin I’d committed so many times.  I was ready to quit.  I was just done 

following Jesus because I couldn’t do it!  I didn’t think I could do it!    

 

Maybe that’s your struggle.  Or maybe it’s something else for you.  Maybe it’s a temper.  Maybe 

you have a short fuse and you just go off on people and it’s wrecking your relationships.  And every 

time it happens you want so badly to take your words back, to slow down.  Or maybe for you it’s 

gossip.  Maybe you just can’t resist sharing that one thing you saw on Facebook or that you heard, 

or you can’t resist listening.  You might not know it yet, but that’s wrecking your relationships too.  

Or maybe for you it’s overspending.  Maybe the way you make yourself feel better when things 

aren’t going well in life is to go out and buy something new.  It feels better for a little while, but it’s 

wrecking your budget and it’s going to wreck your family.  Or maybe for you, the way you deal 

with discouragement and depression is that you turn to food and you eat way too much.   

 

I don’t know what it is for you, but you probably do!  I’m pretty sure the Holy Spirit does.  And 

chances are, it’s coming to your mind right now and you really don’t like it that I’m bringing it up 

because it makes you feel a little bit like Peter feels after denying Jesus.  I’m thinking Peter 

probably hasn’t’ gone fishing since the last time he left his nets in Luke 5 when Jesus made him a 

fisher of men. But now he’d totally blown it, and he was ashamed and disgraced and ready to give 

up.  So he’s going fishing!  Notice, the rest of the disciples are as well, because Peter’s their leader.  

So they’re following him! 

 

So, the question I posed as we started out today is so applicable.  How does Jesus come to us when 

we’ve totally blown it?  This is why I love this passage.  The answer is beautiful.  It’s amazing.  

Jesus comes to us with grace!  Notice how he comes to Peter and the others in this passage.  He’s 

not angry.  He’s not mad. He’s not yelling at them.  He’s not saying, “What’re you doing fishing?  

We’re done with that!  That’s not what you’re supposed to be doing!”  But, there’s none of that.  He 

comes gently.  He offers them breakfast.  He offers them a meal.  In that culture, a meal was a 

gesture of friendship.  It was a gesture of relationship, an offer saying, “Come be with me. Come 

spend time with me.”   

 

Ben Stuart points out that you can see this same thing in the Old Testament with the prophet Elijah 

in 1Kings 19.  I’d encourage you to read it.  In 1Kings 18 Elijah confronts the prophets of Baal on 

Mount Carmel.  There’s this huge victory.  He asks God to call down fire on the altar that he set up, 

and God does so.  And there’s this huge victory!  And then we come to 1Kings 19, and Queen 

Jezebel (the evil queen) finds out what has happened.  She says, “You’re going to die, Elijah.”  In 

fact, she literally says, “You’re going to be dead by this time tomorrow.”  And we’re told in the text 

that Elijah is afraid, so he runs.  He flees!  Even though he’s seen this amazing victory with the 

amazing power of God in this huge showdown, he runs!  He tells God he wants to die, that he’s 

tired of being the only one who follows God.  And so God sends an angel to him, because Elijah’s 

not supposed to be running away.  It’s not time for him to die yet.  God has more work for him to 

do.  If you read 1Kings 19, how does the angel come to him?  Elijah is resting.  He’s tired.  The 
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angel comes and touches his shoulder and says, “Arise and eat.”  So Elijah gets up and eats some. 

And he lays back down to rest some more.  And the angel comes to him again and touches him 

again and says, “Arise and eat, for the journey is too great for you.”  I think the angel is saying, “I 

know how you feel.  You think you’re the only one.  I know you’re tired.  The journey’s too great.”  

Only after that does the word of the Lord come to Elijah, saying: “What’re you doing here, Elijah?  

This isn’t where you’re supposed to be!”   

 

See, when we’ve blown it, when we’ve totally messed up and we’re not where we’re supposed to 

be, God comes in grace.  He comes gently, offering relationship again, offering forgiveness, 

offering fellowship.  But just like with Elijah, His grace extends beyond just grace and forgiveness 

and relationship.  He wants to help us move forward out of the darkness and into the light.  His 

grace is restorative.  He wants to restore us!  That’s what He does with Peter in this passage.  That’s 

what the charcoal fire is all about.  If you have a New American Standard Bible, it tells you it’s a 

charcoal fire.  Did you notice that detail?  If you’re to look through your Bible for “fire”, you’d find 

all sorts of fires.  But as far as I know, in the New Testament there are only two places where it’s 

called a “charcoal fire,” this chapter and John 18, where Peter denies Jesus.  It says that the servants 

were standing around a charcoal fire, warming themselves.  Peter was standing there also.  And one 

of them says to him, “Hey, you’re a Galilean!  You’re a follower of His!”  And he denies it.  And 

then another one says, “No, no, no!  I saw you with him!  You’re a follower of His.”  That’s the 

third denial, as he’s standing around this charcoal fire. 

 

You’ve got to wonder if, when Peter gets out of the boat (in John 21) —he jumps in; he’s so excited 

to see Jesus; he’s ready to get to him—he comes out of the water, he’s running,  “Jesus, what’re you 

doing?”  And his voice trails off because he sees the charcoal fire and he’s reminded of his failure 

again.  But, you see, Jesus is here for a reason.  He’s here to offer grace to help Peter move forward.  

Jesus wants Peter to keep following.  He doesn’t want him to give up.  He wants him to experience 

the life He has to offer.  He wants him to keep following.  After they eat, He has this conversation 

with Peter in verse15: 

 

So when they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, "Simon, son of John... 

 

That’s Jesus using Peter’s full name!  Think about when you were a kid and your mom wanted your 

attention...or your Dad wanted your attention.  My mom said to me, “Matthew Reed Meyer!”  That 

meant I better listen!  Jesus wants to make sure Peter hears what He has to say.  So He says: 

 

 ..."Simon, son of John, do you love Me more than these?" He said to Him, "Yes, 

Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Tend My lambs." He said to him 

again a second time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" He said to Him, "Yes, 

Lord; You know that I love You." He said to him, "Shepherd My sheep." He said to 

him the third time, "Simon, son of John, do you love Me?" Peter was grieved because 

He said to him the third time, "Do you love Me?" And he said to Him, "Lord, You 

know all things; You know that I love You." Jesus said to him, "Tend My sheep.  
                                                                                                                                (Vs. 15-17) 

 

Now, you might read these verses and think, “Come on, Jesus!  Can we give the guy a break?  I 

mean, how many times does he have to answer the same question?”  Or, maybe you’re ahead of the 

game and thinking, “I get it!”  Peter denied Him three times, so Jesus asked him the question three 

times.  But either way, when you look at it, sometimes you think, “This doesn’t really feel full of 

grace to me—Matt’s maybe off here.”  And sometimes I’ve thought about it that way.  But as I step 

into it and study it a little bit more, there’s a few things that can help us see this differently. 
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First of all, Jesus says to Peter, “Do you love Me more than these?”  The first time He asks, “Do 

you love Me more than these?”  the grammar in the text is not clear whether He’s motioning to the 

disciples or to the fish or something else.  But the grammar allows for either one.  It could be the 

disciples.  He could say, “Do you love me more than these?” to the disciples, because that was what 

Peter claimed.  He said, “Even though everyone else falls away, I’m not going to.”  Or it could be 

the fish, because that was what Jesus called Peter away from.  He said, “You’re not going to catch 

fish any longer; you’re going to catch men.”  Either way it’s a reminder of his failure because he 

didn’t love Jesus more than the others—he denied Him.  And he’s not catching men anymore; he’s 

catching fish again!  So why is Jesus going back to this, not just once, but three times?  Is it to say, 

“Shame on you, Peter!”  Is it so that Peter knows that He knows about his failure?  Is it to say, “Do 

you love me, Peter?”  “Yeah, I love you!”  “Well, it sure didn’t look like it a week ago!”  Is that 

what Jesus is doing?  Is that how God is?  I don’t think so. 

 

In the Greek language there are multiple words for the word “love”.  There are three different 

words, actually, that are all translated into English “love”.  So we miss this when we read it in 

English.  The first two times when Jesus and Peter are talking, Jesus asks Peter if he loves Him with 

an agape love.  That’s a love like God loves us.  It’s a perfect love.  Both of those times Peter 

answers back, “Yes, Lord, you know I love You with a phileo love, which is a brotherly love, more 

of a human, imperfect love.  But the third time, Jesus changes and says, “Peter, do you love me with 

a phileo love?”  And Peter answers back, “Yes, Lord.  You know all things.  You know that I love 

you with a phileo love.”  I think that’s Jesus coming down to Peter’s level.  I think that’s Jesus 

showing Peter and all the disciples who are listening to this whole interchange that Peter doesn’t 

have to be perfect—and neither do they.  Neither do we!  There’s grace when we make mistakes. 

 

The other thing that helps me see this passage as grace is that you have to look at the passage as a 

“whole”.  What do I mean by that?  Jesus recreates the moment of Peter’s first calling with this 

miraculous catch of fish.  Right?  And then he recreates the moment of Peter’s greatest failure with 

the charcoal fire and these questions so that He can come and move Peter forward.  Because the 

power of God, the power of His grace, is not just that it forgives and overlooks our failures.  The 

power of God’s grace is that it doesn’t leave us there.  It moves us forward.  I think Peter’s failure 

was his greatest point of shame.  It probably would have haunted him the rest of his life.  Maybe 

every time Peter sat around the fire, he would have been thinking about it.  I think every morning 

when he woke up and heard a rooster crow, it’d have been in the front of his mind again.  I don’t 

think he could escape it.  Jesus wants to heal that.  He wants to move him forward.   

 

Where do I see the idea of “forward” in this passage?  It’s repeated three times.  Every time Peter 

answers Jesus and tells Him that he loves Him, what’s Jesus’ response?  He says, “Feed my sheep.  

Tend my lambs.  Shepherd my sheep.”  What direction is that pointing?  It’s pointing forward!  Not 

backward!  He’s saying, “I’ve got more stuff for you to do.  There are people for you to care for.”  

Jesus is saying, “I know you’ve messed up.  I know you failed.  We all saw it.  But don’t stay there!  

You’re forgiven.  This is why I died!  This is what the cross was all about!  You’re forgiven.  Let’s 

move forward!” 

 

It hurts to go back to that point of failure sometimes.  The text says it grieves Peter, because Jesus 

asked Him so many times.  It’s like when you go to the doctor when you’re sick.  He knows you’re 

sick, but he doesn’t know what’s causing it.  So he has to draw blood, or give you a shot.  Or, if 

your ankle is broken, he has to reset your ankle.  And that hurts sometimes when he pushes it back 

into place because he has to do all of that!  You have to get hurt a little bit so He can heal you 

correctly.  That’s what Jesus is doing with Peter.   
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The rest of this passage looks forward as well.  In verses 18-19, Jesus is speaking about Peter here.  

He says: 

 

Truly, truly, I say to you, when you were younger, you used to gird yourself and walk 

wherever you wished; but when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands and 

someone else will gird you, and bring you where you do not wish to go." Now this He 

said, signifying by what kind of death he would glorify God. And when He had 

spoken this, He said to him (to Peter), "Follow Me!" 

 

Just like He predicted Peter’s denial, he now predicts the death of Peter and how it will glorify God.  

And then He says emphatically, with an exclamation point, “Follow me!”  The text continues.  

They’re taking a walk, and it looks like Jesus’ command was an immediate one as well as a future 

one because it tells us that, as they’re walking (Jesus and Peter) together:   

 

Peter, turning around, saw the disciple whom Jesus loved (that would be John) 

following them; the one who also had leaned back on His bosom at the supper and 

said, "Lord, who is the one who betrays You?" So Peter seeing him said to Jesus, 

"Lord, and what about this man?" Jesus said to him, "If I want him to remain alive 

until I come, what is that to you? You follow Me!" Therefore this saying went out 

among the brethren that that disciple would not die; yet Jesus did not say to him that 

he would not die, but only, "If I want him to remain until I come, what is that to you? 
(Vs. 20-23) 

 

Rick Warren’s wife calls this the WITTY principle - What Is That To You?  What she means by that 

is, when Jesus comes to talk to you about your life and your darkness and what’s happening in your 

life, don’t look around at how he’s dealing with anybody else!  What is that to you?  You follow 

Him because, when Jesus comes to talk to you about your life, He comes with the Father’s grace.  

Here’s why this is so important.  (I’ve said this before.)  As we seek to follow Jesus and live in His 

life, as you seek to do this, this afternoon, or tomorrow, or next week, or the rest of this summer, or 

this fall, or the rest of your life, you’re probably going to mess up.  You might fail!  You might 

totally blow it!  And when that happens, you have to remember: How does Jesus come to us when 

we’ve totally blown it and we’re in our darkness again? 

 

There’s a book called Pilgrim’s Progress that illustrates this very well.  Pilgrim’s Progress is an 

allegory.  It’s about a man named Christian who’s on a journey to God.  (An allegory means that 

everything that’s in it has a double meaning.)  So, as Christian is journeying to God along this path, 

he meets other people.  They’re named things like Hope, Joy, Discouragement, Disillusionment, or 

Mercy.  In one particular scene, Christian is walking through what’s called the Valley of 

Humiliation.  As he walks through this valley, he’s confronted and attacked by the devil himself.  

The devil knocks him over and pins him to the ground.  Christian is disgraced.  He’s defeated.  He’s 

humiliated.  And as he’s lying there on the ground, Christian quotes a verse from the book of 

Micah.  Micah 7:8.  He says: 

 

Do not rejoice over me, O my enemy.  

Though I fall I will rise;  

Though I dwell in darkness, the Lord is a light for me. 

 

Now, when I’ve gone back to my darkness again, the Lord is a light, which is exactly what Jesus is 

for Peter in this passage.  He’s a light!  In those times when you’re sitting in shame and humiliation 

and disgrace, you might hear a voice in your head that says, “You’re worthless.  God doesn’t love 
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you.  You should just give up.  He can’t forgive you for that sin again!  You’ve gone back too many 

times!  You can’t be a follower!”  When you hear that voice, you need to remember—I need to say 

it out loud to myself sometimes—Jesus is a light for me!  In the middle of my darkness, in those  

times when we’ve totally blown it and we’re disgraced, Jesus shines His light of grace to restore our 

relationship, to heal the hurt, to remove the shame, to move us forward, back into the life of joy and 

peace and fellowship that He shares with His Father!  And when we’ve totally failed, Jesus comes 

to us again and He says, “Follow me!”  Follow me, because I’ll lead you to where life is!  And 

that’s our opportunity to step into the grace of Jesus.   

 

For the rest of our lives, we get to follow His Spirit!  We get to step into his grace...wherever it 

finds us!  And there’s no better place to be! 
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Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 

Lincoln Berean Church, 6400 S. 70th, Lincoln, NE 68516   (402) 483-6512   
Copyright 2015 – Matt Meyer.  All rights reserved. 

 


