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The Good Life 
My Favorite Story  

John 10:1-10 
Pastor Ryan Harmon 

 
Video - Hi!  My name is Ryan Harmon.  I’m a Pastor of Global Outreach here at Lincoln Berean 
Church which is a role I’ve been in for just a couple months now, since January.  Before that, my 
wife, my family and I were in Madrid, Spain.  I’ve been married eight and a half years to my 
wife, Jenée, and we have two children—a son named Sam who is five years old, and a daughter 
named Lucia who was actually born in Madrid a year ago.  Something you don’t know about me 
is that, when I was younger, I was a bit of a germaphobe.  There’s still a little bit of that lingers, 
so if you want to get a good story, come ask me sometime about me as a thirteen-year-old on the 
New York subway.  I’m really looking forward to this weekend, looking forward to sharing from 
God’s word with you and seeing what the Lord has to say to us.  Thanks! 
 
Ryan on stage: Good morning!  I should not delay the end of that story anymore.  If you want to 
know, when you’re thirteen and you’re a germaphobe, you just don’t take your gloves off anywhere 
in New York!  Okay?  You never know what could happen.  And then your brother will continue to 
make fun of you until you’re thirty-six, about the fact that you didn’t take your gloves off! 
 
The title of the series that we’re working through this summer is My Favorite New Testament Story.  
As I was preparing, I began to think that if I could re-title at least this one week, I think I would call 
my week The Verse That Haunted Me.  Let me explain what I mean by that.  As I was thinking 
about my life and about the New Testament and about the way that God’s word has shaped my life,  
my mind kept coming back to one time in my life when I was a senior in college, and actually, to 
one particular verse that was with me for what seemed like all the time.  It haunted me!  What I 
mean by that is, no matter what I did, it was in my mind.  It seemed to just be housed back there.  
What was really troubling for me was that I couldn’t resolve what I read in that verse with what I 
was experiencing at the time.  Do you know the feeling?  Do some of you have verses maybe that 
come to mind immediately where you think, “Boy, when I read that verse, I want to experience that, 
but it just doesn’t seem like I am.  I want to know what that’s like, but I’m just not experiencing it.  
That’s just not my story.”  So that’s why I say it haunted me.  I couldn’t escape it.  That verse for 
me was John 10:10.  You probably are familiar with it.  In it, Jesus says this: 
 

“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.”  (*NASB, John 10:10) 

 
It was that word abundantly that really bothered me.  I found myself asking whether I would 
describe my own life as “abundant”.  One translation in the New Testament says “life to the full”.  
I’d ask myself, “Is my life one that I would say is life to the full?”  So I began to wrestle with this 
verse and with my own experience.  I was a believer at the time.  I was at a Christian college.  I was 
actually on a pathway to ministry.  But I’ve got to be honest with you; my life felt burdensome at 
the time.  I felt like worry and fear and anxiety seemed to mark my life much more than anything 
that would resemble this deeply satisfying fullness that it seemed like Jesus is talking about here.  
And here’s the kicker.  I wanted to proclaim.  I wanted to go on and be a pastor.  I wanted to 
proclaim God’s goodness, but I just struggled to experience it myself.  I’m betting that some of you 
know what that feels like, maybe even this morning that’s the way you feel. 
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So what I did was—I began this quest.  I began to look all around and ask questions.  What is the 
abundant life?  And is it possible to experience it here?  Now?  That’s the question I want to set as 
the framework for us this morning.  What do you think the abundant life is?  Would you describe 
your own life as abundant?  As you think about your life and you look at all the different areas of 
your life, would you say you are experiencing Jesus’ type of abundance in all these different facets 
of your life?  To do that, we’re going to look at John 10:1-10.  If you have your Bible, you can turn 
with me there.  We’re actually going to start at verse 1 but before we do; I wanted to give a little bit 
of context.  
 
In the chapter that precedes ours (chapter 9), Jesus has just healed someone that was born blind.  
What ensued was a big debate about whether Jesus should have done that, because he did it on the 
Sabbath.  For the Jewish leaders of the day, that was a problem.  So it began as a debate, and what 
essentially happened is that it evolved into a trial and Jesus was put on trial in some ways.  What 
they were asking was whether or not He was legitimate.  And if He was, why would He break 
God’s law (or at least their understanding of God’s law)?  That became a bigger question.  The 
bigger question became:  Is Jesus a leader that is in line with God, or is He kind of rogue?  Is He 
kind of out there?  And Jesus, as He so often does, turns the question back on these leaders and 
questions their authority, their legitimacy.  He seems to do that pretty often. 
 
When we get to chapter 10, there is some debate about whether this chapter follows immediately 
after chapter 9.  I don’t know that for our purposes it matters a whole lot.  The point is that Jesus, in 
chapter 9 and chapter 10, is talking about bad leaders and good leaders.  That’s the context.  So why 
don’t you open your Bibles and we’ll start in verse 1 of chapter 10.  Jesus says: 
  

"Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by the door into the fold of the 
sheep, but climbs up some other way, he is a thief and a robber. But he who enters by 
the door is a shepherd of the sheep.” (John 10:1-2) 

 
Make no mistake about what Jesus is doing here.  He is taking dead aim at the leaders of the day.  
It’s always an unnerving thing, I think, when our leaders are questioned.  Right?  That’s a shocking 
thing.  You can imagine going to work tomorrow and someone walking into your office and in front 
of everybody, all the employees, all the staff, saying, “Hey, the boss is out in left field.  He doesn’t 
know what he’s doing.”  That would be shocking!  You would talk about that at lunch probably, 
right?  Or you can imagine if you go to lunch this afternoon with your family, and the kids are 
sitting there with Mom and Dad and everyone’s having a good time.  And someone comes in and 
pulls the kids aside and says, “Hey, Mom and Dad don’t know what they’re doing!  Don’t listen to 
them anymore.”  That’s a shocking thing!  It’s shocking when our leaders are questioned.  But 
that’s what Jesus is doing.   
 
He was using an analogy that I don’t know that too many of us would use—an analogy about sheep.  
Has anyone seen sheep this morning?  But in this day and age, that would have been a common site.  
Sheep and shepherds were common.  So we need to jump for a moment into the life of the sheep; so 
bear with me.  If you can, imagine the wilderness of Israel.  It’s essentially a desert.  As we know, 
deserts get cold at night, so that’d be an issue the shepherd would have to address with the sheep.  
The other thing that would happen is, any time you’re in the middle of nowhere, there’s a great 
amount of danger that can come with that.  So the sheepfold that Jesus talks about (the fold of the 
sheep) addressed these problems.  It would typically be pretty large.  It would be made of a stone 
wall about five feet high.  There’d be briars over the top of it.  The point of it was that it would keep 
the sheep warm.   
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The other thing it would do, the other problem it would solve, is this problem of protection.  You 
can imagine the havoc that bandits and thieves and robbers could reap on a herd of sheep or a 
person in the middle of nowhere in the desert.  So there’d be one gate in this sheepfold.  It would 
either be barricaded or guarded to protect the sheep, to make sure the thieves and robbers couldn’t 
enter.  So Jesus tells us these thieves and robbers gained entrance to the sheep.  They gained access 
to the sheep in dishonest ways—they’d come in over the wall.  But there’s only one person that 
gains access to the sheep in the proper way and rightful way, and that’s the shepherd.  It was the 
shepherd’s job to care for the sheep, to protect the sheep, to provide for the sheep.   
 
In these two verses, Jesus didn’t say it outright.  He goes on later in verse 11 and says it explicitly, 
but He’s clearly implying that He is the Shepherd of the sheep.  He’s the rightful leader of the 
sheep.  You have to remember our context.  Jesus is aiming at these leaders.  The reason that was so 
shocking is that these leaders held a lot of sway and influence in the culture during this time.  These 
leaders, these Jewish leaders, oversaw a system and a culture and a people whose life revolved 
around the religious life.  That’s why it was so shocking!  That’s so different than our context 
today, isn’t it?  So, as we’re thinking about this text, and we try to bridge the gap between the 
cultures, we have to ask, “Who would Jesus question today?  What leaders would He call into 
question today?  Who are those people that, for us, tell us what is good and what is right and what is 
worthy of pursuit?”   
 
I think when it comes to leadership, we live in a really interesting day.  I think in some ways, we 
live in a scary day.  During Jesus’ day, these Jews and religious leaders clearly set the tone for the 
culture.  But in our day, there’s a whole crowd of people that are trying to take up that position.  
There’s a whole crowd of voices making claims on our lives.  We have a lot of “would be” leaders, 
don’t we?  You know, if a pastor or a politician (someone in a blatant leadership position) stands up 
and makes an announcement—as a culture, we’re a little wary of that.  We question that type of 
authority.  We get nervous about it.  But you think if a celebrity says it or if a movie says it and they 
use the right filter and set it to a really beautiful soundtrack—if the culture at large says it—those 
things start to influence us.   
 
In some ways, I think these leaders today that we’re facing are in some ways even more dangerous 
than the leaders of Jesus’ day, precisely because they’re so covert; they’re so subtle.  Who are the 
people that are telling us what is good and what is right?  You go to the grocery store and check out.  
There’s a whole list of magazines telling you what you should look like, what you should eat and 
drink, and where you should live!  Most of the time, the answer is:  Not like you look.  Not where 
you live.  Not what you wear.  Right?  These messages are subtle; they’re sneaky.  But they have a 
lot of influence.   
 
Who are our leaders?  Who are we listening to?  Are we listening to the rightful leader?  The one 
who enters by the gate?  Or are we listening to these other leaders—these voices that come in over 
the wall?  Let’s continue in verse 3.  Jesus says: 

 
“To him the doorkeeper opens, and the sheep hear his voice, and he calls his own sheep 
by name and leads them out. When he puts forth all his own, he goes ahead of them,  
and the sheep follow him because they know his voice. A stranger they simply will not  
follow, but will flee from him, because they do not know the voice of strangers." (Vs. 3-5) 

 
So then, as I said, the sheep pen would be large enough to hold multiple flocks of sheep.  And what 
would happen is, the rightful shepherd would gain entry to the fold and would come in and call out 
the sheep by name.  They’d say, “Bryan Clark!”  (You’re always wary of making jokes, but if you 
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poke fun at the senior pastor, usually some people will laugh... (laughter) but not his wife who’s on 
the front row). (laughter)  Sometimes they’d go in and sing a song.  Sometimes they’d play an 
instrument.  But the point would be that the sheep would know the call of the shepherd.  The sheep 
would know the shepherd’s voice.  They would recognize it and, consequently, they’d also 
recognize or differentiate between the voices that were the shepherd’s and those that weren’t.   
 
So, a little moment of confession here—I’m a BIG American Idol fan!  I know...I’m about fifteen 
years late to the party...and I know a lot of you are judging me right now.  But I don’t want 
judgment because I know some of you watch it as well.  But what I love about American Idol is 
watching the judges and watching the interaction between the judges.  I watch it and I hear someone 
sing and I turn and say to my wife, “Boy that was really good!  She had good tone.”  Something 
like that—like I know what I’m talking about.  And then these past two seasons there’s a judge 
named Harry Connick, Jr., who I especially love.  He’ll listen to the same exact song and say 
something like, “I just wasn’t sure about the pentatonics in that song.”  And I’ll think, “What is he 
talking about?”  And I’ll realize as I’m listening and watching, this person, this guy, knows music 
in a way that I never will.  He hears the same song I hear, but he hears it completely differently than 
I do.  What becomes very clear is that his ear is trained to such an extent that he can hear subtleties 
in the music. Right?  He has an ear that is finely tuned to the music.   

 
And I think about these sheep differentiating between the voice of the shepherd and of the robbers.  
The sheep had ears that were finely tuned to the voice of their shepherd.  It makes me ask the 
question:  Is my ear finely tuned to the voice of Jesus...to the rightful leader?  Do I have an ear and 
a life that’s finely tuned? 
 
You know where I saw someone in a group of people that had an ear that was finely tuned?  They 
were listening to the voice of their leader this past week.  We all saw it.  It was in Charleston, South 
Carolina, at Emmanuel Church, where the families of these nine victims of this heinous crime 
issued forth in one voice this statement of forgiveness.  I thought it was astounding!  And then, on 
Sunday morning, just four days after that shooting took place, they opened their church service with 
Psalm 118:24.  If you don’t know it, you can imagine the context and the sorrow that would have 
been part of that day, yet they opened with Psalm 118:24 that says: 
 

This is the day which the Lord has made;  
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

 
Isn’t that remarkable?  I think these were people that were listening to Jesus.  They were listening to 
their leader—to their shepherd.  So a sobering question I have to ask myself as I look at my life is 
whether my life, whether my habits, the way I’ve arranged my life, is making it easier or more 
difficult for me to hear the voice of the shepherd.  If it’s true that we’re surrounded by this crowd of 
people making claims in our life and claiming to be authoritative, they’re coming at us at a dizzying 
pace.  A question I have to ask is whether I’ve become more accustomed to those voices than I have 
to the voice of Jesus. 
 
You know, habits are amazing things.  It’s amazing how God wired us this way.  I think it’s a really 
great thing in some ways.  When we have good habits, we love it.  Right?  It’s a really helpful 
thing!  When we have bad habits, well, not so much.  But there was one time in my life when I 
decided I wanted to use Twitter more often.  Now, there was a time when I was making noble 
decisions. (laughter) But what I found is that after about two weeks of using Twitter, my mind 
started to think in these little one-hundred-and-forty-character snippets!  I started to think in 
taglines...punch lines!  In just two weeks, my mind started to become conformed to the medium I 
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was using!  What’s amazing is that so often I think our life just follows along without even asking 
any questions.  I think our lives do that, don’t they?  So there are times when I think we all need to 
stop and consider: Is the way that I’m conducting my life...is the way my life is arranged making it 
actually more difficult to hear the voice of Jesus?  Is my habitual use of Twitter and Facebook and 
Tumblr and these things—things that I have used and that aren’t bad in and of themselves—are they 
making it more difficult to hear Jesus’ voice?  Because, as I use them, I’m becoming so accustomed 
to these subtle leaders, these leaders that come in and influence in dishonest ways, in ways that I 
don’t’ even see them coming!  Who am I listening to?  See, the people we’re listening to will 
become, naturally, the people we start to follow.  And, the people we follow will determine the 
outcome of our life.  Do I know the shepherd’s voice?  Am I arranging my life in such a way to 
follow him?  To hear him?  Let’s continue in verse 6: 

 
This figure of speech Jesus spoke to them, but they did not understand what those 
things were which He had been saying to them.  

 
In some ways, I can’t blame them.  If you’re a leader and you’re being questioned in this way, you 
have two options, really.  You either repent and say, “You know what, you’re right, Jesus!  I’m 
going to give up my authority and start to listen to you!”  Or, you just say, “Huh?  What’s He 
talking about?”  They choose confusion.  So He continues in verse 7: 

 
So Jesus said to them again, "Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep. All 
who came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not hear them. I am 
the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and 
find pasture.” (Vs. 7-9) 

 
Jesus changes the analogy a little bit here.  He says He’s the door.  He’s not only the shepherd, the 
rightful leader, the one who gains entrance in the proper way; He also is the entrance Himself.  He’s 
the one that grants entrance to the sheep.  If we’re really looking and trying to ask questions and 
listen and learn from Jesus, we have to ask a logical question—what I think is a logical question— 
and that is: Entrance into what?  Jesus, if You are the gate and I’m to enter through You, what am I 
entering into?  In our text, in verse 9, it says that he will be saved.  That’s good.  We know that, 
right?  We know that (as it says in Acts 4) salvation can come through no one else.  There’s no 
name under heaven by which people will be saved. 
 
What I love about this text, and what caused me some discomfort when I was a senior in college, is 
that it doesn’t stop there.  He continues.  When you think about it, no sheep enters the fold and just 
stops at the gate and just hangs out and lies down at the gate, right?  They enter.  They enter the pen 
and into the safety and the warmth and security of the sheepfold of the pen.  Or, as Jesus says, they 
go in and they go out and they find pasture.  They go out in the abundance and the provision of 
the pasture.  This provides a little bit of insight into what He’s talking about in verse 10. 
 
Sometimes I think it’s possible for us as believers to just rest in the fact that we know where we’re 
going when we die.  We just kind of stop there, like sheep that just walk in and hang out at the gate.  
We sometimes get so focused on the fact that, “Okay!  Man, thank goodness!  I’m saved!  I just 
have to grit my teeth and hold on really tight and when I die everything will be better!  I’ll go to 
heaven!”  But it seems that Jesus is suggesting here, and elsewhere in Scripture, that our life really 
matters—that He came to give us abundant life—that there’s something about our life now that God 
cares about, and God intends to shape and have us look a certain way.  Jesus says here that we enter 
through Him and then we roam freely between the safety and protection of the pen and the 
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provision and the abundance of the pasture.  So let’s move on to verse 10—the haunting verse for 
me.  He says this:   

 
“The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I came that they may have life, 
and have it abundantly.”  

 
So the thief—these illicit leaders—are these people who issue forth wisdom, but wisdom without 
insight.  These people come in and make claims on our lives, but they are claims that will not lead 
to flourishing.  The result of their coming, Jesus says, is theft and death and destruction.   
 
So let me summarize that.  Listen to the wrong leader and your life will be ruined...your life will be 
ruined! It’s as simple as that.  Listening to the wrong leader will rob you of life itself.  The results 
will be devastating.  But Jesus continues.  He says, “I came that they may have life, and have it 
abundantly.”  So this is our verse—this idea of abundance.  What is that?  What is abundant life, 
and would you describe your own life as abundant?  
 
As I did this search myself, I began this quest to figure out what abundance was.  I began looking 
everywhere this word occurs, and also anywhere the Bible talks about life.  And what’s so 
interesting is that, in the Gospel of John he uses this word life more than anywhere else in the New 
Testament.  And often when he does, he talks about eternal life.  That’s a phrase we’re very familiar 
with.  When we’re saved, we enter into eternal life.  But what’s so fascinating, as I did this search 
and studied this, I find that eternal life almost always in the Bible is connected to some type of 
present experience.  It becomes a present reality.  Jesus says you’re “entering into” eternal life, not 
just life after we die, but life now in some way.  While it’s certainly true that when we are saved, we 
enter into a life with God that will never end...it will never end!  It’s eternal!  I think it’s also true 
that when you’re saved, you enter into a type of life, a quality of life with God that is available only 
with Him.  No one else can offer the life He is offering. 
 
I think as you look at the whole of Scripture you see this—this life with God, this abundant life with 
God comes down to a quality of life that’s available through Him.  It’s actually God’s quality of 
life.  It’s Jesus’ quality of life.  When you look at these stories throughout the Bible, you think of 
Jesus experiencing great peace in the midst of incredible controversy throughout His life and 
throughout His ministry.  Or, your think of Esther and the courage she displayed in the face of what 
was a national crisis.  Even as Mike was singing this song, we can say, in the midst of great trial, 
great controversy, great trouble—“It is well with my soul.”  You think of David running through the 
Judean hillside getting chased by Saul and writing psalms and praises as he goes, in the midst of this 
kind of great danger.  These are qualitative realities of the men and women of the Bible who were 
granted entrance into, with God, and that God extends to us—that He intends that we live and walk 
in.  He intends for us to live a spiritual life of the same quality as His.  So the question we all need 
to ask is:   Are we?  And if not, what’s wrong?  I know for myself, I wasn’t there.  Some of us this 
morning will be saying, “Yeah, that’s where I’m at!  That’s what I’m experiencing!”  And that’s so 
good!  And what I want to say is: We need to hear from you—those of us who struggle.    
 
I’d be remiss this morning not to at least offer some of the solution that I believe Jesus offers, and 
that was offered to me.  When we look at this, it comes down to this big issue.  And the issue is: 
Who is your leader?  Who are you following?  Not just who gets you into heaven, but who is your 
leader in life, in all of its facets.  What voices are you listening to in life and about the things that 
concern you most—when it comes to your marriage, when it comes to your family, your job, your 
education, these kinds of things?  Who are we listening to?  Who are we learning from? 
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When we look at Jesus’ words, He wasn’t just trying to sound good; He was speaking actually 
about realities.  He was making promises.  But as I look at the words He spoke, they were promises 
that were tied to and dependent upon my submission to Him as my leader in life.  They’re promises 
that are dependent upon me becoming His disciple—His student learning from Him—of following 
and learning from the right person, the right shepherd.  That’s really what we do when we trust 
someone, right?  When we trust someone, we hear their words and we think, “This person is 
trustworthy.  I’m going to do it!”  This is what we do when we become a disciple of Jesus.  We 
name Him as leader. 
 
So, as we close, these last five minutes, I want to get practical.  For me, when I was thinking about 
this, and as I think about this now, it’s an ambiguous idea, isn’t it?  It’s a little nebulous.  “Ok, Ryan, 
I know I need to make Jesus my leader.  I know I need to listen to Jesus’ voice.  That’s great.  I 
know that.  How do we do that?”  I think that’s an important question.  I know that’s what I so 
desperately need sometimes.  So I’m going to get a little practical. 
 
If learning from Jesus is our goal—if learning to hear His voice more clearly, if becoming finely 
tuned to His voice is our goal—how do we start to do that?  How do you learn anything in life?  If 
there’s something I want to learn, typically I’ll jump on line and say:  “What book should I read?”  
Maybe I’ll do a Google search.  Maybe there’s someone I know who’s very proficient in this certain 
thing I want to learn.  So I’ll take them out; I’ll grab coffee with them, and I’ll pick their brain.  
Maybe you sign up to take a class.  The principle of it is that any time we want to learn something, 
we usually try to draw as near as we can to the subject we want to learn about.  So, how do we learn 
from Jesus?  How do we become so accustomed to His voice that we can be taught by Him and be 
led by Him?  The principle is the same.  We’ve got to draw really, really near to Him, as Mike was 
praying for us, that we become so close to the heart of the Lord.    
 
So I want to give you a few practical first steps you can try on.  They’ve helped me.  They’ve 
actually been practical steps that the disciples of Jesus, and Jesus Himself, actually engaged in to 
draw nearer to the Father.  These are some practical ways that we can start to align our life with 
Jesus, to become accustomed to His voice, to become tuned to His voice.  Okay? 
 
The first one:  Go to corporate worship!  We’re doing it, right?  We’re right here.  What do we do 
when we come here?  We’re sitting under God’s word together, listening to His word, listening to 
His teaching, being instructed by Him.  Right?  Besides that, we’re worshiping together.  We’re 
experiencing Jesus’ body in its fullness, worshiping.  We’re thinking about Him.  We’re meditating 
upon Him.  That’s what we do when we gather together.  That’s the way we draw near to Jesus. 
 
Another one that Tim has occasionally spoken of when he’s on stage:  Solitude.  Getting alone, 
getting away from people and being alone with God.  Not having an agenda, not trying to 
accomplish anything, just getting alone with Him.  The point of this is that, if what I’m saying is 
true, there’s this great crowd of people constantly telling us what to believe, what to think and what 
to do.  So how on earth do we silence those voices and hear the voice of the shepherd, hear Jesus’ 
voice?  We need to get away from the noise sometimes and try to become finely tuned to Jesus’ 
voice.  Sometimes, for me, this means turning my radio off.  It’s just these little things we can do.  
Sometime, just take an afternoon off and try to be in God’s presence and try to hear His voice.  It’s 
a really important one. 
 
Another one I think is important and you may want to try:  Memorize Scripture.  We know it’s 
important to read God’s word daily and receive constant nourishment from His word.  But there are 
times when I think having God’s word actually in my mind is really good for me.  If you haven’t 
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done that before, I suggest you just try it on.  I’d start with Psalm 23—the Shepherd’s Psalm.  When 
you think about that psalm, it says, “The Lord is my shepherd.  I lack nothing.”  Boy!  What an 
incredibly counter-cultural statement, when everyone around us is telling us we lack everything!  
That’s not what God says.  Having that in my mind—having that frame my thoughts—is a really 
helpful thing as I want to start to hear the voice of the Shepherd. 
 
The last one is:  Prayer.  Seek Jesus’ ready guidance.  Talk with Him about what we’re doing 
together.  Listen to Him.  Talk with Him about the things that matter most—about my marriage, my 
career, or about these things that are really practical things in my life that I need wisdom in; I need 
guidance in them. 
 
These are just a few.  They’re time-tested.  They’re ways to draw near.  If one of them jumps out to 
you, give it a try as an experiment.  If you have other ways that are more helpful to you, that’s fine.  
Do those!  The point, and the question, is:  Are we arranging our lives in such a way that we can 
hear Jesus more clearly, that we can become finely tuned to Him?  Are we planning our days to 
draw near Him?  To abide in Him?  Our great need in life is to draw near to the Shepherd, and draw 
near to Him because that’s where and how we can start to experience the abundant life that He 
speaks of.  So we can start to learn from Him, as He says to us.  The abundant life with God is an 
eternal kind of life.  It has a quality to it because it’s God’s very life.  It’s never going to end.  It’s 
the life we were meant to live.  It’s the very life we were created for, and Jesus is the only way to 
enter into it.  Actually, following Him is the way to experience it as we learn and grow with Him. 
 
Our prayer this morning is that we all, assisted by God’s grace, upheld by God’s grace, motivated 
by God’s grace, would aim to take on this posture of a learner from our great Leader—from Jesus—  
from this One who has all the wisdom, the One who invites us into the good life, the abundant life, 
the full life with Him.  Amen?  Let’s pray together.  
 

Our Father, we love You, and we thank You for sending Your Son to die for us and to bring 
us into newness and eternal life with You.  Jesus, we admire You; we worship You; we 
want to learn from You; we name You as our leader, and we want to follow You 
everywhere You go—everywhere You would lead us.  Help us become to become more 
attuned to Your voice, we pray.  Amen. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
Copyright 1960, 1962, 1963, 1971, 1972, 1973, 1975, 1977, 1987, 1988, 

The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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