
1	  
	  

June 6/7, 2015 
 

Walk Tall 
My Favorite Story 

Luke 19:1-10 
    Pastor Clint Kirby 

 
Video - Pastor Bryan: Two summers ago we offered a summer series called My Favorite Old 
Testament Story, featuring twelve different speakers, most of them staff, and a couple of guests. The 
series was really well received. I think God spoke through each of the speakers, so we decided to do 
something similar this summer. The theme will be My Favorite New Testament Story. You’ll see 
some familiar faces, and a couple of new faces. I think it’ll be a great summer together. Thanks. 
 
Video - Pastor Clint:  My name is Clint Kirby. I’ve been with Lincoln Berean Church for almost 
eight years now. I lead a church planting team in Gdansk, Poland, where we’ve been for almost six 
years now. I was born and raised in Dallas, Texas. My wife Missy grew up in Nebraska, grew up in 
this church. She’s from Pleasant Dale, Nebraska. Something people don’t know about me: I’m not a 
huge fan of olives. I’ve tried to be but if they’re on a pizza, on a salad—black or green—it doesn’t 
matter; I got to take them off. So, I’m not a big fan of olives. I’m excited today to open up God’s 
Word and share one of my favorite New Testament stories with you, and I look forward to seeing 
what God will do this weekend.  
 
Clint on stage: Good morning! It’s great to be with you this morning. It was about six years ago 
when my wife and I moved to Poland. When we moved there, we didn’t know anybody. It was just 
us, and our team. As Polish people would say, we were starting from zero. So naturally when we 
moved there, we wanted to meet people. We wanted to make friends; we wanted to build 
relationships with people with whom we could share the love of Christ. Before we moved there, I 
had read this book and it gave some tips on how to make the transition into a new culture. One of 
the tips in the book was to become a regular somewhere. So the idea was, instead of going to a 
different grocery store at a different time of day and being checked out by a different cashier, to try 
to be intentional to go to the same grocery store every day at the same time and get checked out by 
the same cashier. The idea was that would make your world a little bit smaller. Things and people 
become more familiar if you see them more often, and you start to feel more comfortable in your 
new place. So when we moved there, I tried to do that. I tried to go to the same places around the 
same times, and interact with the same people. It took some time, but slowly it started to work. The 
city became more familiar; the places became more familiar; the people became more familiar. 
Slowly, Poland started to feel a little bit more like home. People were starting to recognize me and 
that felt great. But I’ll always remember the first day when someone remembered and knew my 
name. I went into my favorite coffee shop in the morning, and I walked in, and the people working 
there looked up and smiled and greeted me and said, “Clint!” That felt so great! It felt like I had 
crossed some cultural threshold or broke some new cultural barrier. I felt like I was in. A few 
months before, I didn’t know anyone, and now I could walk into a place and be known. Now there 
are people who were happy to see me, who recognize me and knew my name. As I walked home, I 
must admit that I walked a little taller that day. A few months before I was a nobody, but now, I was 
a somebody. A few months before, no one knew me, but now I was known, and that felt great.  
 
This morning I want us to look at one of my favorite New Testament stories. It’s a familiar story, 
and it’s a story we often teach to children. But I think it’s a story we need to go back to again and 



2	  
	  

again and again, because within this story is each of our stories. It’s not just a story about us; it’s a 
story about the God we worship and it gives us great insight into His heart. What does the God of 
the universe really think about you? Does the God of the universe even know your name? And if He 
does know your name, how should that affect the way you carry yourself? How should that affect 
the way you walk? If you have a Bible, please turn with me to Luke, Chapter 19. We’ll be starting 
in verse 1: 
 

Jesus entered Jericho and was passing through. And behold, there was a man named 
Zacchaeus. He was a chief tax collector and was rich. (*ESV, Luke 19:1-2)  
 

So at the end of the previous chapter, in Luke Chapter 18, Jesus had just healed a blind man on His 
way to Jerusalem, on the way to the cross. But before He gets to Jerusalem, He passes through this 
city of Jericho. Now this is the same Jericho from the Old Testament where the walls fell down. But 
by this point, it’s a much different city. It’s a booming, thriving city and it was one the most 
important tax collection spots in the entire Roman Empire.  
 
In verse 2, we find out who’s in charge of this important tax collection region—Zacchaeus. Now if 
you’ve ever read the Gospels or heard sermons about the Gospels, you probably know that tax 
collectors were not very popular with the people back then. They were known for not only taking 
what was supposed to go to Caesar, but for also taking a little bit more for themselves, defrauding 
the people.  
 
I was doing a Bible study in Poland once; we were in the Gospels and it was one of these stories 
with the tax collectors. And I asked the group, “Is there any profession in Poland that’s similar to 
these tax collectors?” The group said, “Oh, that’s easy! Our car mechanics!” (laughter) No offense 
to any American car mechanics, I’m just quoting the Poles there. But you get the point: Tax 
collectors were famous for cheating the people and thus people didn’t really like them. It says here 
in verse 2 that Zacchaeus was the chief tax collector. He was, in the eyes of the people, the worst 
of the worst. He was the most despised. You know, when we read the Gospels, we often think of 
Jesus as a friend to the outcast, to the poor, to the destitute, to the prostitutes, even to your average 
tax collector. But Zacchaeus was the chief tax collector, and we see in verse 2 that he was very good 
at his job. He had gotten wealthy; he had gotten rich off of his profession. He was someone that the 
people despised. Surely Jesus wouldn’t want to be his friend too. Let’s look verse 3: 
 

And he was seeking to see who Jesus was, but on account of the crowd he could not, 
because he was small in stature. So he ran on ahead and climbed up into a sycamore  
tree to see him, for he was about to pass that way. (Vs. 3-4) 
 

So Zacchaeus finds out that Jesus is in town and he runs to go see who Jesus is. Now we don’t 
know how much Zacchaeus knew about Jesus at the time. Maybe he knew a lot about him; maybe 
he knew a little. Nonetheless, he was curious; he was intrigued; he wanted to know more about this 
man Jesus. We also see in the text that Zacchaeus was small in stature. The crowds were so big 
that Zacchaeus could not see over them. So he climbs up into a sycamore tree by the road. The 
sycamore trees were famous for having sort of wide lateral branches that were perfect for climbing. 
So Zacchaeus climbs up and gets into a good position as Jesus is about to pass this way.  
 
As I said earlier, this is a familiar story. It’s a story that we often teach to children. We even have a 
real catchy song to teach them with it. But I think that because it’s such a great story to teach to 
kids, we sometimes forget that Zacchaeus was an adult. Zacchaeus was a grown man. He was not 
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some little kid climbing a tree. He was an important government official. He had status. He was 
wealthy and was good at his job. Yet the picture here in Luke 19 of Zacchaeus was very childlike, 
isn’t it? He was running to see Jesus. He was seeking Him. He climbed this tree just to get a 
glimpse of this man. He was curious. Despite his wealth, despite his important job, Zacchaeus was 
moved to act like a little child, just to see Jesus.  
 
This is usually the first step before we meet Jesus, isn’t it? It’s typically some combination of 
wanting to know more about Jesus but also some growing discontentment in our own lives. Maybe 
you read a story about Jesus in the Bible, or maybe a friend told you about Him and you were 
intrigued; you were curious. At the same time there was probably some growing discontent with 
where you are at in life. Maybe you had everything you could ever want, like Zacchaeus, but you 
still felt like something was missing. Or maybe you had nothing that you wanted, so you definitely 
knew that something was missing. So you started seeking. You became curious about Jesus. You 
wanted to know more; you began a quest to find out more about who He is. Maybe that’s even you 
here today. You are here; you are seeking Him; you’re wanting to know more. Zacchaeus does the 
same thing here. He’s intrigued by Jesus. He’s curious. He wants to know more so he climbs up the 
tree to see this man, Jesus. But what he didn’t know is, that day Jesus actually came to see him. 
Verse 5: 

 
And when Jesus came to the place, he looked up and said to him, “Zacchaeus, hurry 
and come down, for I must stay at your house today.”  
   

So Zacchaeus is up in the tree and he’s straining to see Jesus. But you have to imagine the surprise 
as Jesus starts to get closer and closer. I’m sure that Zacchaeus that day originally thought that 
maybe he would just see a glimpse of Jesus; maybe he would see Jesus for a few seconds before he 
passed by him on the road. But Jesus didn’t pass by him on the road. Instead, he comes straight to 
Zacchaeus and says, “Zacchaeus…” Can you imagine Zacchaeus’ shock? Not only did Jesus not 
pass him by, not only did Jesus come straight toward him, Jesus, the Person that Zacchaeus was 
desperate to see, walks up to Zacchaeus and calls him by his name, “Zacchaeus!” Imagine what it 
felt like for him to have Jesus call him by his name. As I mentioned earlier, it feels so good for 
someone to know your name. It feels so good to be known. But to have the God of the universe 
come up to you and call you by your name, how great that must have felt to Zacchaeus. How 
personal must have that felt to him! Jesus knew his name.  
 
What did Jesus say next after saying his name? First, we should notice what Jesus didn’t say to him 
next, right? In verse 5, Jesus didn’t say to him, “Hey, Zacchaeus, when are you going to stop being 
a jerk tax collector?” He didn’t say to him, “Zacchaeus, when are you ever going to get it?” He 
didn’t say to him, “Zacchaeus, what’s your problem? Why are you oppressing and stealing from all 
of these people?” That’s not what Jesus said, was it? What did Jesus say? “Zacchaeus, hurry and 
come down, for I must stay at your house today.” Not only did Jesus know his name, Jesus 
wanted to stay with him in his house. Jesus wanted a relationship with him. Jesus entreats him. That 
day, Zacchaeus thought he was looking for Jesus, but in reality, Jesus was there looking for him. 
And it’s not some half-hearted invitation like, “Hey, Zacchaeus, maybe we can get a meal some 
time,” or something. No, it’s not really an invitation at all. Jesus actually invites Himself over to 
Zacchaeus’ place, and we see here in these verses that it’s urgent: ...hurry and come down...I must 
stay at your house today. Jesus didn’t say, “You know, if it works out, I’d like to stay at your 
house today.” No, he says, “I must stay at your house today.” It’s urgent for Jesus. Today is his day 
of salvation, not tomorrow, not next week, not next year. Today! 
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In this verse, I think we learn so much about the heart of God. Jesus knew his name, and He also 
knows your name. God is not some distant God who can’t be bothered. He’s not a God who’s 
always too busy for you. No, that’s not the God we see in the Bible. Jesus is not distant; Jesus is not 
someone who can’t be bothered; Jesus is not too busy. Instead, Jesus entreats us. He enters our 
world; He enters into our mess. He knows your name. He knows what you are going through. He 
knows what you need. And He invites us into a relationship with Him. For Jesus, it’s urgent. This is 
the God we serve—entreating us, beckoning us to follow Him, calling us into deeper waters. How 
have you responded to Him? Let’s see how Zacchaeus responded to Him. Verse 6:  
 

So he hurried and came down and received him joyfully.     
 

Jesus told him to hurry down so that’s exactly what Zacchaeus does. I mean, are you kidding me? 
Jesus wants to come to his house? Of course he hurries down the tree. Zacchaeus came that day, 
hoping to see Jesus as he passed by. Instead, he gets to see Jesus face to face. And not only that, he 
will host Jesus at his house. Zacchaeus didn’t wait; he didn’t mess around. It says that he hurried 
and came down from the tree and received Jesus with joy. What a beautiful picture of how we are 
called to respond to Jesus. Zacchaeus received Jesus with joy. He had wanted to see who this Jesus 
was, but instead, that day, he entered into a relationship with Him. His heart was full of joy.  
 
You know, when Zacchaeus climbed up the tree that day, I’m sure he felt like one of the smallest 
people in town. But when he came down from the tree, I’m sure that he felt like the tallest person in 
town. I imagine he walked a little taller that day. But of course, not everyone was happy about this. 
Verse 7: 
 

And when they saw it, they all grumbled, “He has gone in to be the guest of a man 
who is a sinner.”  
  

So who is they? Well, it’s the crowd, wasn’t it? We know that the crowd was pretty big because 
Zacchaeus had to climb this tree just in order to see over them. But this crowd does not respond the 
same way Zacchaeus did to what has happened. They don’t respond with joy. It says that they 
grumbled; they complained; they didn’t like what Jesus did. What was their main problem? They 
didn’t like the person that Jesus chose. I mean of all the people that Jesus could have chosen, Jesus 
chose the man who had been stealing from the people, who had been taking their money; he had 
been oppressing them. Now it’s easy to read this story and say, “Come on, crowd! What do you 
think? Why can’t you respond with joy?” But can you understand a little bit of where they are 
coming from? I mean, of all the people to choose, Jesus had to pick Zacchaeus, the one who stole 
from them? “I mean, Jesus, come on; is there not any justice?” Why couldn’t Jesus have picked 
someone who’s really nice and really giving, someone that everyone liked? Why did Jesus have to 
pick the chief tax collector? 
 
The reality is that we are all like Zacchaeus. We are all lost apart from our relationship with Jesus 
Christ. We’ve all sinned; we’ve all fallen short of the glory of God. On the one hand, the crowd was 
exactly right; Jesus had gone to be the guest of the sinner. But on the other hand, the crowd was 
wrong because they didn’t realize they were sinners too. Now granted, there is some sin that is more 
public than other sin. In this case, Zacchaeus’ sin was very public. There are probably people in the 
crowd that he had stolen from. That was sinful. But the people he had stolen from weren’t perfect 
people either. They were sinners too. Perhaps their sin was less public and more private, but that’s 
not the point. Until we recognize that we’ve all sinned, that we all need Jesus, we’ll never 
understand God’s grace. This is a beautiful picture of the God that we worship, isn’t it? God isn’t 
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looking for the best people to save. God isn’t seeking the people who sin the least. God isn’t 
looking for those people who think they are pretty great. On the contrary, God gives grace to the 
humble. “God opposes the proud, but gives grace to the humble.” 
 
You know, one of the things that we see again and again in the Gospels is Jesus spending time with 
people like Zacchaeus—sinners, broken people, outcasts. Jesus had relationships with them; they 
felt comfortable with Jesus. Like in this story, Jesus didn’t make them feel small; He made them 
feel tall. He didn’t make them feel stupid; He made them feel valued. I think one of the reasons that 
Jesus gravitated towards these people is because these people didn’t wear any masks. There were no 
spiritual pretentions; there was no spiritual posturing—what you see is what you got.  
 
The problem with the crowd is that they didn’t understand grace. Grace is unmerited; it’s 
undeserved. The crowd didn’t realize that they needed grace just as much as Zacchaeus that day. 
Instead of becoming experts on grace, they become experts on pride. The crowds in the story are a 
reminder to us to never forget where we came from. We must never forget we were all broken, 
stuck sinners in desperate need of the grace of God. It doesn’t matter if your sin was public or your 
sin was private. We all need the blood of Jesus Christ to wash us white as snow. When we are 
grounded in that truth, when we believe that in our bones, then we can celebrate when Jesus saves 
someone like Zacchaeus, instead of complaining. Verse 8: 
 

And Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Behold, Lord, the half of my goods I give 
to the poor. And if I have defrauded anyone of anything, I restore it fourfold.”  
 

Zacchaeus responds to the crowd and tells Jesus that he’s going to give away half of his things to 
the poor. Notice this isn’t half of things he had stolen from the people; this is half of all of his 
possessions. And he says that whatever he had stolen from the people, he’s going to give it back to 
the people times four. Both of these actions went above and beyond the cultural expectations of that 
day.  
 
I think it’s important in the story to notice the order of events here: Jesus didn’t come to Zacchaeus 
that day and say, “I want to be a guest in your house. But first, you must give half of your things to 
the poor, and then pay back the people you had stolen from.” In other words, Jesus didn’t come to 
Zacchaeus and say, “Before we can have a relationship, Zacchaeus, you need to clean your life up.” 
No, that’s not what has happened. That’s not the order of events. Jesus invited Zacchaeus into a 
relationship and after Zacchaeus entered into that relationship with Jesus, his heart was changed and 
he was repentent. He didn’t give away his possessions in order to have a relationship with Jesus. He 
gave away his possessions because he had a relationship with Jesus. That’s a big difference! As it 
says in the book of James, “Good works and good deeds are not the basis of our relationship with 
God. They are the results of our relationship with God.” We see that Zacchaeus entered into the 
relationship with Jesus that day, and his heart was changed. He didn’t want to cheat people 
anymore. He wanted to give to people. Out of the goodness of his changed heart, he gave back.  
 
You know, there was a moment like this in my own life when God started to teach me this order, 
this progression that we see in the story. I was eighteen years old, and I wasn’t a believer at that 
time, but I was at a Christian summer camp. It was one of those camps where you do activities 
during the day, and in the evenings there was a speaker and he would teach stories about Jesus. 
Over the course of that week, God really began to work in my heart. I liked what I was hearing 
about Jesus; God was stirring things within my soul. But at the same time, I was involved in some 
sin that I wasn’t proud of, but to be honest, that I didn’t want to stop. So I was conflicted: I was 
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intrigued by Jesus, but at the same time I didn’t want to stop this lifestyle that I had. So I went to 
my group leader at the time and I just broke it down for him. I said, “Look, I think I’m on board 
with Jesus. I think I want to follow Him. But to be honest, I really don’t want to stop what I’m 
doing here.” And he said to me with a lot of wisdom, “Don’t worry about trying to stop all that sin 
you are doing here. Just follow Jesus, and over time, He will change the desires of your heart.” So 
that’s what I did. I began to follow Jesus and he was so right. Slowly, over time, God began to 
change my heart, and that sin I used to love so dearly, became empty, became hollow. I didn’t want 
to do it anymore. Now this wasn’t instantaneous and I still made a lot of mistakes on the journey. 
But gradually, God changed the desires of my heart. Jesus doesn’t tell us to first clean up our lives 
and then we can have a relationship with Him. He invites us into a relationship with Him and then 
He starts to clean up our mess. It is Jesus who transforms us.  
 
The story of Zacchaeus is a beautiful picture of how faith in Jesus transforms people. When 
Zacchaeus came down from that tree, he was a completely different person that day than when he 
went up. Why? Because he met Jesus! 
 
 Many of you in here today have a similar story. I doubt you met Jesus while sitting in a tree, but the 
basic story is the same—that you are one person before meeting Jesus, but after following Him, 
you’ve been transformed...probably haven’t been perfect, perhaps things have taken longer than 
you’ve expected, or even wanted. But gradually, in the end, God has done an awesome work in your 
life. Praise the Lord that we serve a God who doesn’t leave us in that tree! We serve a God who 
calls us by our name, invites us into a relationship with Him, and transforms our life. After all, Jesus 
in the next couple of verses says this is exactly what He came here to do. Look at verse 9:  

 
And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, since he also is a son 
of Abraham. For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” (Vs. 9-10) 

 
So Jesus announces this good news—that salvation has come to Zacchaeus—it has come that very 
day! And He calls him a son of Abraham. Zacchaeus is now a part of the family of faith. You 
know, if Jesus were to have a mission statement, I think Luke 19:10 would be a good one. Jesus 
said that He came to seek and to save the lost. Zacchaeus was totally the type of person that Jesus 
came to save—a humble sinner in need of God’s grace. In verse 10, we realize that while at the 
beginning of the story Zacchaeus had sought out Jesus, it was actually Jesus who was seeking him 
out the whole time. Zacchaeus went up that tree as a wretched sinner, but he came down that day as 
a trophy of God’s grace! This is the essence of Jesus’ mission on earth, isn’t it? This is why He 
came: to seek you out and to save you, that you might know Him, that you might follow Him, that 
He would be your good Shepherd and lead you to the good places. Why? Because you are valuable 
to Him! When something valuable is lost, we’ll do anything to find it. This is why we tell others 
about Jesus, so they can know and experience the fullness of a relationship with Him. This is our 
mission too. Jesus invites us into this mission as well.  
 
As one of your missionaries, I think it’s important sometimes to distinguish the difference between 
mission and missions, or at least the things we think about when it comes to missions. One of the 
things that the global outreach pastor here, Jeff Petersen, says that’s always resonated with me, is he 
says, “I’m not a missions guy. I’m a Jesus guy.” I think what Jeff means is that when we say the 
word missions, a lot of stereotypes can come to mind that maybe don’t have anything to do with the 
actual mission. You know, when we think about missions, perhaps we think about, you know, some 
guy wearing a goofy hat, or if we think about missions, we think about having to eat strange food, 
or if we think about missions, we think about having to sleep in the dirt. Let’s be honest here. When 
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we think about missions and missionaries, we can think about people who are kind of weird, right? 
These are some of the stereotypes that come to mind when we use this word missions. But let me 
say, if that’s what missions is, I’m not a missions guy either. I’ve never been a fan of wearing hats. I 
don’t really like to eat strange food. For me, there’s nothing better than sitting down at Chili’s for a 
nice American meal, and, yes, let’s start with some chips and salsa. And I definitely don’t want to 
sleep in the dirt if I can avoid it. For me, there’s nothing better than going to sleep with a thermostat 
set to 67 degrees with a nice soft duvet cover and pillows and blankets. Now if you ask my friends 
if I’m weird, they would say, “Absolutely!” But hopefully they mean that in a positive way. But you 
get the point: I’m not a missions’ guy if that’s what we mean by that. I’m not in it for that. But I am 
a Jesus’ guy. I’m all about introducing people to Him. If that’s what we mean, I’m all in. I’m all in 
for the mission of Luke 19:10 because all I know is I was once on a path of darkness and despair, 
and Jesus entered my life, pulled me out of that tree, and set me on a new path, a path of 
righteousness. Because of that, I want other people to have that too. How can I not? How can I not 
want that for my neighbor? How can I not want that for my friend? Whether it’s one of my buddies 
in Poland or someone I’ll meet in Lincoln later today? I want everyone to meet this Jesus who 
radically transforms our lives.  
 
So if you are here today and you are not following Jesus, I would encourage you to respond to His 
invitation, to hurry down and come down from that tree and joyfully receive His gift of salvation 
today—not tomorrow, not next week, not next year, but today! He came for someone exactly like 
you, that you might know Him and experience the fullness of life in Him. It doesn’t matter what 
you’ve done in your past. Maybe your sin was public; maybe your sin was private; it doesn’t matter 
what you’ve done in your past. What matters is your present; what matters is today. Today is the 
day of salvation. Today!  
 
Perhaps you are just like I was. You are interested in following Jesus, but at the same time, you 
really don’t want to stop the sin that you are involved with. I would just encourage you, just follow 
Him. He can change all that; He can take care of the rest.  
 
If you are here this morning and you are following Jesus, I just want to encourage you with this 
simple message today, and that is to, “Walk tall!” I don’t mean to walk tall in some proud, arrogant 
way, like, “Look at me!” as you beat your chest. I mean, “Walk tall because the God of the universe 
knows your name!” You are not a nobody to God; you are somebody. You are valuable. He sought 
you out. I think we need to be reminded of this often times in our Christian life because many times 
we can focus on our shortcomings. We can focus on what we are not doing or we can focus on what 
we are not doing good enough.  
 
It’s sort of like when I go to the dentist. I was at the dentist a couple of weeks ago, and that question 
comes up, and he asks me how much am I flossing? (laughter) When he asked me the question, I 
kind of sheepishly lower my head in shame, and I say, “Well, not enough.” And I feel bad and I tell 
him I’m going to work on it. But in reality, nothing ever changes. We’re going to have the same 
conversation in a few months. Now with my flossing, is there room for improvement? Absolutely! 
But if my motivation is guilt and shame, it’s not going to get me very far. Is there room for 
improvement in our Christian lives? Absolutely there is! But if our motivation is always guilt and 
shame, it’s probably not going to take us very far. If we always focus on our shortcomings and what 
we are not doing and what we are not doing good enough, then we start to lose that joy that we had 
at first, salvation. But if we are, instead, grounded in this amazing truth that God is with us; He’s for 
us and wants us to experience the fullness of life with Him, not only does that restore our joy, but 
true change can begin to flow out of us, just as we see in the story of Zacchaeus.  
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So walk tall because you are known and loved by the Almighty King! Walk tall because He cares 
about you and knows exactly what you are going through. Walk tall because you are no longer that 
guy or that girl that was stuck in that tree. You are forgiven; you are redeemed; you are adopted; 
you are reconciled to God; you have been restored by Him. There’s no condemnation for you in 
Christ Jesus. You have been set free to do the good works which God has prepared in advance for 
you to do—not in order to have a relationship with Jesus—but because you have a relationship with 
Him.  
 
The reason I love this story is it’s just a brief snapshot of what Jesus can do in your life—how He 
can transform us! It doesn’t matter what you’ve done; Jesus can enter in and transform the mess. 
That’s who He is. He says that’s what He does. That’s His mission.  
 
There is no one like the Lord our God, so walk tall. Walk tall because He knows your name. Walk 
tall because He entreats you and desires a relationship with you. And walk tall because you are His 
and He is yours and you will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. Let me pray for us. 
 
 

Jesus, I thank You that You don’t leave us in that tree. You are a God who seeks us 
out and invites us into a relationship with You. Jesus, I thank You that You don’t 
leave us where we are at. You step into the mess; You step into our world, and You 
transform us. Thank You for the amazing God that You are and for all the amazing 
things that You’ve done in our lives. It’s in Jesus’ Name that we pray. Amen.  
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