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In Phillip Yancy’s excellent book, Disappointment with God, he gets in a dialogue with a young 
man by the name of Richard, who is basically disillusioned with God.  Disappointed with God, he 
feels like God has let him down again and again.  One of the questions that he raises has to do with 
the sovereignty of God.  So the missionaries are in trouble, the church prays, God intervenes, there 
is a great miracle, and the missionaries are saved.  And the church celebrates God’s sovereignty and 
power.  But then he goes on to say, “But what about those times when the missionaries are in 
trouble and the people of God pray and God doesn’t act and the missionaries tragically die?  And 
the church seems to just pretend it didn’t happen.”  And part of what he wrestles with is, if God is 
sovereign, then how do you explain that?  Where was God when those missionaries needed him?   
 
It’s a difficult question.  It is true that if you’re going to hold a high view of the sovereignty of God, 
you have to accept that tragedy does come through the filter of God, and God allows it.  For every 
miracle, there are basically two emotions.  One is emotion is represented by those who got their 
miracle and God stepped in and brought forth the healing or some sort of a miracle that causes 
people to celebrate and to praise God.  But for every one of those moments, there are others who 
feel a deep sense of confusion and disappointment because when they asked for their miracle, God 
didn’t seem to care.  God didn’t give them their miracle and they had to deal with the tragedy.  
You’re left with the question:  Why them and not us?  Why does it have to be that way? 
 
There’s always going to be difficult questions that can’t really be answered.  But I do know, as 
someone who’s spent about half his life wrestling through those kinds of questions, that the only 
way you’re going to find peace in your soul and settle the issue is if you end up where Habakkuk 
ends up in the end of his book.   
 
If you have a Bible, turn with us this morning to the book of Habakkuk.  This is our last week in the 
book of Habakkuk.  We started two weeks ago reminding ourselves that Habakkuk was a godly 
prophet of God that was really crying out to God because he was confused.  Judah was ruled by a 
wicked, evil king.  The people had rebelled against God.  It was a very dark time for the nation, for 
Judah.  Habakkuk doesn’t understand!  Why doesn’t God do something?  Why doesn’t God remove 
this king and do something to clean up the land?  So God responds and says, “Actually, I am doing 
something!  I’m rising up the wicked, evil Babylonians.  They’re going to come in and conquer 
Judah and destroy the land.  They’re going to haul the survivors into captivity as God’s discipline 
for their wickedness.”  Now Habakkuk is even more confused!  He says, “God, that isn’t exactly 
what I had in mind!  Why would you do that to your own people?  I don’t understand what you’re 
doing!” 
 
In chapter two, God responds to Habakkuk and reminds Habakkuk that, even though he can’t 
necessarily understand what I’m up to, never forget that, at the end of the day – I win!  I will be 
faithful.  I will keep my promise.  And when the story is told, I win!  One day, the knowledge of my 
glory will cover the earth as the water fills the oceans.  And one day, all the earth will be silent 
before me in recognition that I am, indeed, God.  Therefore (and this is the key verse in the book of 
Habakkuk), the righteous shall live by faith!  This is a verse repeated three times in the New 
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Testament.  At the end of the day, we have to believe that God tells the truth.  And in order to trust 
God, in order to live righteously, sometimes all you can do is hang on and believe by faith.  At the 
end of the day, God wins!  God keeps his promises!  And the future for those who are in Christ is 
more glorious than we can imagine!  Chapter 3 of Habakkuk is his final prayer back to God.   
  

A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, according to Shigionoth.  (*NASB, Habakkuk 3:1) 
 
That word (which I choose not to try to pronounce again) is unknown.  Most people think it is some 
sort of musical reference.  Maybe a genre of music?  Maybe a particular tune?  It’s used other 
places, for example, in Psalms 7 – a little superscription, a little writing that describes Psalms 7.  
Basically, Habakkuk, chapter 3, is very Psalm-ish.  It has a lot of the characteristics of a psalm.  It’s 
very similar to Psalms 77 as Habakkuk offers this prayer back to God. 
 

Lord, I have heard the report about You and I fear. (Vs. 2) 
 
He is saying, “God, I am aware of your reputation for how you have demonstrated your power and 
your faithfulness again and again and again throughout history.  The word “fear” carries the idea of 
“awe”.  But it actually pushes beyond that a little bit.  It actually makes him a little bit afraid!  This 
is a God who is awesome!  This is a God who is awe-inspiring!  This is a God who is so powerful 
and righteous and holy that he trembles when he thinks about what God has done down through 
history. 
 
Sometimes when we read our Bible, we tend to think that what is happening with the life of Israel is 
the only thing happening with the ancient world.  We forget that there are all other pagan nations 
around.  It’s helpful to remember they were well aware of the reputation of the God of the Hebrew 
people.  They were afraid!  This was the God of the stories that had been passed through the land – 
a God of remarkable power.  Whatever your pagan god was, there typically was a sense he was no 
match for the God of the Hebrews. 
 
One of the passages that talks about this is in Joshua when Rahab, the harlot, is having this 
discussion with the spies that have come into the land.  Remember, this is not a believer.  This is a 
pagan prostitute that is explaining that we, as a people, are well aware of the reputation of the God 
of the Hebrews.  This is what she says: 
 

… and [she] said to the men, "I know that the Lord has given you the land, and that 
the terror of you has fallen on us, and that all the inhabitants of the land have 
melted away before you. For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the 
Red Sea before you when you came out of Egypt, and what you did to the two kings 
of the Amorites who were beyond the Jordan, to Sihon and Og, whom you utterly 
destroyed. When we heard it, our hearts melted and no courage remained in any 
man any longer because of you; for the Lord your God, He is God in heaven above 
and on earth beneath.  (*NASB, Joshua 2:9-11) 

 
Now just think about that!  Those words are coming from a pagan prostitute who is saying, “We 
have heard of your God.  When we hear of these stories, our hearts melt!  We lose courage!  There 
is no way we can go up against a God like that!”  That’s basically what Habakkuk is saying – that 
God’s reputation for his power and faithfulness is evident, and he’s going to go back and rehearse 
those stories. 
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O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years,  
In the midst of the years make it known;  
In wrath remember mercy. (Vs. 2) 

 
Simply stated, what Habakkuk is saying is, “God, I know what you’ve done in the past.  Do that for 
us now!”  I think Habakkuk has settled that God is going to step in with his wrath.  But in the midst, 
he calls him also to remember his mercy. 
 
Now, as I mentioned two weeks ago, sometimes it can be very confusing trying to sort out what 
happened in the Old Testament under the old covenant and how that applies to us in the New 
Testament under the new covenant.  You can’t just take national promises with the Hebrew people 
and apply it, for example, to the United States as if we’re the people of God today.  That just 
doesn’t work.  Better understood, it is those who are in Christ that are the people of God today - the 
church of Jesus Christ around the world.  It’s not a piece of ground; it’s not an ethnic people; but 
those who are in Christ.  So, if you want to find yourself in story, the best way to understand it is 
like this:  Last week I said several times that, at the end of the day, nobody gets away with 
anything!  Ultimately, God’s justice and judgment prevail!   
 
For us today, it is important to understand that we were numbered among the wicked!  We were 
numbered among the evil!  We were the Babylonians, subject to God’s judgment and 
condemnation.  Because God sent his Son to be the savior of the world, because Jesus died on a 
cross for the sins of the world, was buried and rose again, and offers salvation freely as a gift, those 
who choose by faith to receive his salvation experience God’s salvation rather than his judgment.  
But it would be true to say that none of us are getting away with anything!  It’s not that God is 
indifferent about our sin or looks the other way.  It’s that our sin, our rebellion, our wickedness, was 
judged!  It was placed on Christ.  And Christ received the Father’s wrath that we deserved.  So it’s 
not that those sins go unjudged.  They are judged!  They are condemned!  But once you’ve trusted 
Christ as savior, our judgment is placed on Christ.  That’s why Romans 8 says: 
 

Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.  (NASB, 
Romans 8:1) 

 
So you have those apart from Christ that would be numbered among the Babylonians.  You have 
those who make up the people of God, which would be those who have trusted Christ as savior.  But 
within the category of the people of God, you have those that still rebel and sin and choose to go 
their own way, and they are subject to the discipline of God.  Hebrews 12 talks quite extensively 
about that.  It isn’t condemnation.  It isn’t punitive.  But it is like a parent with a child – it is 
corrective – that we would turn from our sin – that we would repent in order that we might find the 
life that God wants for us.  And there are also those among the people of God that seek to walk 
uprightly, but you live in a fallen world and you feel the tension of that all the time.  So, in a very 
similar way, you have the Babylonians, you have the people of God, and among the people of God 
you have those that are subject to God’s discipline (correction) and those who are walking uprightly 
but feeling the tension and the heartache from the chaos created by the sin around them.  So, in 
essence, you have to find where you fit in the story.  Verse 3: 
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God comes from Teman,  
And the Holy One from Mount Paran. Selah. (Vs. 3) 

 
Those two geographical locations would identify the area down around Mount Sinai – from Egypt 
up around Mount Sinai before they ultimately get to the Land of Promise.  It’s just reflecting on the 
story of God’s faithfulness to deliver His people from Egypt and eventually to the Land of Promise.   
 
Much like a psalm is the word “Selah”.  Nobody quite knows what that word means, but probably 
“slow down”, “pause”, “think about this a little bit”. 
 

His splendor covers the heavens,  
And the earth is full of His praise. 
His radiance is like the sunlight;  
He has rays flashing from His hand,  
And there is the hiding of His power. (Vs. 3-4) 

 
There’s a couple of different ways to take verse four.  One would be that the glory of God is like the 
sun.  So, the rays that come out (the Hebrew word is, literally, “the horns”).  If you think about how 
we draw the rays of the sun, it looks like horns coming off it.  That is an imagery of the glory of 
God.  And out of God’s fingers come these rays.  It is so bright, so overwhelming, that it hides the 
fullness of the glory of God.  You can only take in a little bit of it a little at a time.   
 
That may very well be the intent, but it’s also possible that the Hebrew could be interpreted more as 
dark clouds (storm clouds) with lightning flashing coming from God’s fingers inside these dark 
storm clouds.  We should be fairly familiar with that this spring!  So if you imagine in your mind 
these huge black storm clouds and the lightning flashes – the lightning bolts like they’re coming off 
God’s fingers in those storm clouds – what you’re seeing is the glimpse of God’s glory.  And you 
wonder:  How big is this God?  How glorious is this God behind the veil?  A lot of scholars think 
that is the description because he just referenced Mount Sinai and the giving of the law in the Ten 
Commandments.  If you go back and read that episode in the book of Exodus, it is described in 
much the same way as verse 4 is worded.  So that is a possible interpretation as well.  Verse 5: 
 

Before Him goes pestilence,  
And plague comes after Him. (Vs. 5) 

 
This may be referring to the plagues in Egypt, but this could be referring to any time God has 
intervened on behalf of His people. 
 

He stood and surveyed the earth;  
He looked and startled the nations. (Vs. 6) 

 
Understanding, when a king was going to render a judgment, the king would stand.  So this is the 
imagery that God stands as king, ready to render His judgment and the nations tremble because of 
the judgment they are about to receive from this God. 
 

Yes, the perpetual mountains were shattered,  
The ancient hills collapsed. (Vs. 6) 

 
If you think about an ancient culture, in their minds, the most powerful, the most majestic, the most 
permanent geographical structure would have been a mountain or, in some of the geography, the 
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highest hills.  That’s why they built their temples there.  That’s why they built their shrines there.  
That’s why they build their fortresses there.  There was this sense that, no matter what happened on 
the earth, that’s the one piece of geography that would stand. 
 
So, Habakkuk is taking what they would perceive to be the most powerful geographical structure 
and saying, “the mountains were shattered, the hills collapsed.”  In other words, these were nothing 
for God!  Some people think it’s a reference to volcanos and earthquakes.  But imagine, if the 
pagans were building their temples or their shrines on these places that they think are the most 
powerful places on earth and God just shatters the mountain and collapses the hills – this is the 
picture of the power and ultimate victory of this God.  You can’t beat this God! 
 

His ways are everlasting. 
I saw the tents of Cushan under distress,  
The tent curtains of the land of Midian were trembling. (Vs. 6-7) 

 
This is a contrast to the idea of mountains and hills.  He’s talking about a couple of Israel’s enemies.  
They live in tents.  The tents are pitched.  They seem to be so powerful, so strong.  And yet at the 
end of the day when they’re fearful to God, they run into the tent and they zip the tent closed!  
(They probably didn’t “zip it” in those days!)  They tied the tent closed!  If this God can shatter a 
mountain – if this God can collapse a hill – do you really think a tent flap is going to be adequate 
protection against this God?  That’s what he’s saying in verse 7. 
 

Did the Lord rage against the rivers,  
Or was Your anger against the rivers,  
Or was Your wrath against the sea,  
That You rode on Your horses,  
On Your chariots of salvation? (Vs. 8) 

 
This may be a reference to the parting of the Red Sea or to the Jordan River.  Maybe, both.  But the 
idea is a bit sarcastic!  Do you think God did that because he was angry with the water?  Do you 
think God was angry with the sea, and so he did that to the Red Sea?  Do you think God was angry 
with the Jordan River, so he did that with the Jordan River?  The obvious answer is of course not!  
Why did he do that?  Simple answer:  in order to save his people.  In order to deliver his people!  
Part of what Habakkuk is going back and grabbing is that God hasn’t been indifferent throughout 
history.  God hasn’t been absent when his people needed him.  Rather, his track record is that again 
and again and again God has been faithful to bring salvation to his people through his power and 
through his might. 
 

Your bow was made bare, (Vs. 9) 
 
(Meaning, you pulled it out of the sheath.) 
 

The rods of chastisement were sworn. Selah.  (Vs. 9) 
 
Called up.  He called up arrows and swords and spears.  Again with “Selah”, he means to stop and 
think about this a little bit. 
 

You cleaved the earth with rivers. 
The mountains saw You and quaked;  
The downpour of waters swept by.  



 6 

The deep uttered forth its voice,  
It lifted high its hands. (Vs. 9-10) 

 
Most people think that’s a reference to the flood.  It’s a picture of God’s judgment on evil and 
salvation of his people.  Verse 11: 
 

Sun and moon stood in their places;  
They went away at the light of Your arrows,  
At the radiance of Your gleaming spear. (Vs. 11) 

 
This probably referring to the story of Joshua when God made the sun stand still in order that the 
Israeli army would have enough time in the day to ultimately win their victory. 
 

In indignation You marched through the earth;  
In anger You trampled the nations. 
You went forth for the salvation of Your people,  
For the salvation of Your anointed. (Vs. 12-13) 

 
It pictures God like an army marching through the land.  One of the things that comes up through 
this reminiscing back through history and God’s faithfulness is the reminder that God is a majority.  
As Christians, we sometimes forget that!  We think that unless we have certain power in the 
government - unless we have the majority - unless we’re running this – unless we’re running that – 
God, by himself is the majority!  God plus one Christian is the majority! 
 
There’s a story in the Old Testament where the enemy steals the Ark of the Covenant and none of 
the Jewish army had the courage to go get it.  So God defeats the enemy and delivers the Ark back 
without one single Israeli soldier!  It’s God’s way of saying:  I’m the majority!  I really don’t need 
any of your help!  Because I win!  I will always win!  That’s the idea here.  God has consistently 
been faithful to bring salvation to his people.  When it says, “For the salvation of Your anointed,” 
(literally, anointed One), there’s never a time when that’s a reference to the Jewish people.  It’s 
always a reference to the Messiah.   
 
I mentioned last week that the book of Hebrews takes some of these verses out of Habakkuk and 
applies them to the Messiah.  The ultimate promise starting in Genesis 3, all the way through, is the 
promise of a Messiah that would bring the ultimate salvation.  Every other salvation that God 
brought to his people was merely a picture of the ultimate salvation to come that would be brought 
forth by the Messiah – by God in the flesh – Jesus Christ.  Habakkuk, during his day, still looking 
forward, believing one day God would keep that promise.  We, today, look backward recognizing 
God, indeed, did keep his promise.  That is the basis of our salvation. 
 

You struck the head (literally, you crushed the head) of the house of the evil  
To lay him open from thigh to neck. Selah. (Vs. 13) 

 
Very graphic imagery.  But it is also the language of Genesis 3:15.  The promise was that the seed 
of the woman would ultimately crush the head of the serpent.  That’s exactly the language here.  
That this anointed One, this Messiah, will indeed crush the head of evil.  Crush the head of the 
serpent.  Again, this is a reminder that God ultimately wins and will be faithful to his promise. 
 

You pierced with his own spears  
The head of his throngs.  
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They stormed in to scatter us;  
Their exultation was like those  
Who devour the oppressed in secret. 
You trampled on the sea with Your horses,  
On the surge of many waters. (Vs. 14-15) 

 
Most think that’s a reference to deliverance from Egypt and God turning on the Egyptian army, 
parting the waters, delivering his people. 
 
That’s the end of his rehearsal of God’s faithfulness again and again and again in the past.  So he 
says:  
 

I heard and my inward parts trembled,  
At the sound my lips quivered.  
Decay enters my bones,  
And in my place I tremble. (Vs. 16) 

 
He’s saying, “As I remember and hear these stories of the awesome power of God and what God 
has done again and again and again …”, there’s a sense in which he’s sick to his stomach.  There’s 
a sense in which his knees are week – where he trembles.  This is an awesome God.  This is not a 
God to be trifled with.  Again and again, God has demonstrated that he is a God of judgment and 
power.  On one hand, he sees God’s faithfulness.  On the other hand, he sees this is not a God to be 
trifled with.  But he also trembles … 
 

Because I must wait quietly for the day of distress,  
For the people to arise who will invade us. (Vs. 16) 

 
So, part of it, too, is that he’s saying, “I also tremble because I know what’s about to happen!”  Can 
you imagine being little Judah, surrounded by the enemy, knowing that this is an enemy that has 
crushed Syria, it’s an enemy that’s crushed Egypt – Judah will be virtually no match for them.  All 
you can do is wait for the day!  It will be horrific.  It will be bloody.  It will be horrible experience.  
But in the midst of all of that, he does remember that God will still be faithful.  He will preserve a 
remnant.  He will fulfill his promise.  So, in the midst of all of that, Habakkuk is feeling it deeply.  
Then he ends with these familiar words: 
 

Though the fig tree should not blossom  
And there be no fruit on the vines,  
Though the yield of the olive should fail  
And the fields produce no food,  
Though the flock should be cut off from the fold  
And there be no cattle in the stalls, (Vs. 17) 

 
In other words, that is not the prosperity gospel!  That is, there may be nothing!  No food!  No 
wine!  No crops!  No livestock!  Virtually speaking – no reason for hope. 
 

Yet I will exult in the Lord,  
I will rejoice in the God of my salvation. 
The Lord God is my strength,  
And He has made my feet like hinds' feet, (Vs. 18-19) 
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Like deer feet, meaning a deer that stands strong and stable.  They were known for being sure-
footed. 
 

And makes me walk on my high places. (Vs. 19) 
 
He’s saying, “No matter what happens, no matter how bad it gets, no matter how hopeless it seems 
– I will praise the Lord!  Why?  Because I believe with all my heart that He is the God of my 
salvation!  He will keep His promise.  And he, ultimately, will deliver His people.” 
 
Habakkuk ends his book by saying, “No matter how hard it gets, no matter how hopeless it seems, I 
will choose to believe that this God, who has a track record of power and faithfulness, will keep his 
promise and will deliver his salvation.”  And, ultimately, God wins and his people win with him.  
Can you imagine what it would be like to be Habakkuk in little Judah, hunkered down, waiting for 
what is to come which will be absolutely horrific.  And in the midst of the worst darkness, he 
determines that:  No matter what happens, I will choose to trust this God!  The righteous shall live 
by faith! 
 
Two quick, final applications out of Habakkuk: 
 
For those of you that are in a season of life where it just seems so dark, it seems so confusing, you 
don’t understand why it has to be this way:  Why does God allow this, and where is God in all of 
this?  How come I don’t get my miracle?  I cannot promise you that someday it will all make sense.  
I can’t give you answers.  There’s no way I could explain it in such a way that you walk out these 
doors and say, “Oh! Now I get it!”  There just is no way to understand sometimes why things are 
the way they are.  What I can promise you is that this is a God who will be faithful.  This is a God 
who, ultimately, wins.  He has promised you a salvation in Christ that is more spectacular than 
words could describe.  No matter how hard it gets, no matter how confusing it gets, no matter how 
much it feels like God isn’t there and he doesn’t care – at the end of the day, GOD wins!  And God 
will keep His promise that you have a future more glorious than words can describe!  There is no 
circumstance, there is no government, and there is no person that can ever take that away!  That is 
yours and it is yours forever.  In the darkest nights, sometimes all you can do is, by faith, hold on 
and trust. 
 
For all of us, we, as leaders, feel this responsibility when we again and again and again call people 
to living life outside of the conventional wisdom of the culture.  We understand that you only get 
one shot at life, and you don’t want to live it going down the wrong path.  We as leaders, call you to 
march to the beat of a different drummer!  To pull outside of this greedy, consumer, materialistic 
selfish culture and to live for something more than the moment!  To be generous.  Be generous with 
your time.  Be generous with your talent.  Be generous with your treasures.  Invest the limited 
number of days you have into the things of God!  How could we possibly do that unless we believe 
with all our hearts that, at the end of the day, GOD wins!  No matter what the odds look like.  It may 
often seem like this is a losing cause!  There’s no way I’m’ going to give myself to that which 
ultimately will be defeated!  The reality is – everything else will be lost except that which is 
invested into the kingdom of God.  My time.  My talent.  My treasures.  My life.  Because, 
ultimately, God and his people win!  No government wins.  No political party wins.  No religion 
wins.  No terrorist wins.  No rich and powerful win!  When the story is over, God wins.  And all 
that will remain forever is that which was invested into the kingdom of God. 
 
The last two weekends of May, we’re going to be both challenged and encouraged.  Encouraged 
around what God is doing through the people of Lincoln Berean in this community in remarkable 
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ways.  But second of all, challenged that we can do more as we seek to be the church in our 
community and around the world to the praise of the glory of God’s grace.  The next two weeks 
should be wonderful weeks as we’re both challenged and encouraged together. 
 

Father, we thank you that, ultimately, you win.  No matter what it looks like today, help us 
to understand again that you are a majority, and that you will win.  And, God, when we 
choose to invest our lives in the things that ultimately matter, we invest in that which will 
ultimately prevail.  Lord, I also pray this morning for those among us who are in a very 
dark and difficult season of life.  Maybe it feels like you’re a million miles away and you 
just don’t care.  God, I would ask that you would speak to that person’s heart this 
morning.  Remind him or her that you are there, that you are real, that you have a track 
record of faith in this.  And that when the story is told, you will be faithful to keep your 
promise of salvation, and that the future is absolutely glorious.  Lord, until that day is 
realized, find us faithful.  In Jesus’ name.  Amen.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*Scripture taken from the NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE 
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The Lockman Foundation.  Used by permission. 
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