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So, what do you do when the bottom drops out of your world and nothing seems to make sense? 
You cry out to God, and God seems like He’s a million miles away or He just doesn’t care. Well, 
that’s what we want to talk about this morning. If you have a Bible, turn with us to the Old 
Testament prophet of Habakkuk. If you’re visiting with us this morning, I’m assuming you were 
probably reading Habakkuk this week, (laughter) but just in case you weren’t, it’s clear at the end 
of the Old Testament. If you can find Matthew, just go back a little bit and you’ll bump into it.  
 
A little bit of review of the history: Habakkuk was a prophet. He was a contemporary of the prophet 
Jeremiah. Israel had divided into two kingdoms: Israel in the north and Judah in the south. By this 
time the Assyrians had conquered Israel in the north and hauled them off. It was only a matter of 
time until they would conquer Judah in the south. Jehoiakim was the king of Judah and he was an 
evil, wicked, abusive king. Habakkuk the prophet is crying out to God, trying to sort out why would 
a good and righteous and holy God allow such a wicked king to reign and such a wicked king to 
abuse his people, all the wickedness in the land and basically, Habakkuk is crying out trying to 
understand, “God, why do You allow this? And why don’t You do something to stop this?” So God 
responds and says, “Actually, I am doing something. I’m raising up the evil, wicked Babylonians 
and they are going to be my instrument of judgment on the people of Judah.” The Babylonians had 
crushed Assyria; they had crushed Egypt and now it was only a matter of time until they would 
crush Judah. And so God says, “I’m going to use them to discipline my people and basically to haul 
my people off into captivity.” This isn’t exactly the answer that Habakkuk was expecting, and 
Habakkuk is now more confused than ever. Why would a good and right and righteous and holy and 
loving God do such a thing to His people?  
 
We talked last week that Habakkuk is a good and godly man. He’s a godly prophet. He has a high 
view of God. He has a very strong, accurate theology of God. That doesn’t make the tension go 
away. It actually makes it worse because he believes with all his heart that God is good and God is 
holy and God is righteous and He is loving and kind and gracious and merciful and forgiving, and 
that’s why he can’t understand. “God, why are you doing this? I just don’t understand.”  
 
So the last part of chapter one is Habakkuk kind of venting on God, trying to sort this out. We pick 
it up then in chapter 2, verse 1. Habakkuk says:  
 

I will stand on my guard post 
And station myself on the rampart; [or on the walls] 
And I will keep watch to see what He will speak to me, 
And how I may reply when I am reproved. (*NASB, Habakkuk 2:1) 

 
It’s relatively common for the prophets to identify themselves kind of with the imagery, the 
metaphor, of being a watchman on the wall. It doesn’t mean they were literally on the wall 
watching, but it’s capturing this idea that there were always watchmen on the wall looking out, 
making sure that an enemy wasn’t coming to attack, in order that they might send forth a warning. 
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So that was an imagery of the prophet, warning the people that God was going to bring judgment or 
correction on His people if they did not clean up their act. By this time the prophet Jeremiah had 
warned the people for forty years that God’s going to do something if you don’t clean up your act 
and get rid of this wicked rebellion against Him. So he pictures himself as that watchman on the 
wall.  
 
Now there’s a fair amount of discussion about the end of verse one, as to whether Habakkuk is 
saying he thinks he’s going to be reproved by God—rebuked by God. In other words, “I just 
dumped a load on God. Now I’m going to wait for God to scold me back.” And that is a possible 
interpretation. I think the more likely interpretation is Habakkuk is saying, “I’ve taken the message 
of God out to the people—that God’s going to raise up the Babylonians and teach us a lesson,” and 
the people have rebuked him back. They’ve basically said to Habakkuk, “How could a good and 
holy and righteous and faithful God do that?” So they’re rebuking Habakkuk, and so now he’s 
waiting for God to give him an answer. “What am I supposed to say to them?” because Habakkuk 
himself is confused by what’s going on. I think that’s more likely what he’s saying.  
 
It’s possible there are those in the room this morning where your life has always worked out for 
you. For the most part, other than a few bumps along the way, it’s just always kind of fallen into 
place and made sense. If that’s true, I say, “God bless you; good for you.” But there are a whole lot 
of people here this morning that would say, “That’s not my story. There have been times when life 
made no sense. I don’t understand why this had to happen; it makes no sense. I still don’t 
understand it and I don’t understand where God is in the midst of all of that.”  
 
Again and again you have godly people in the Scriptures crying out to God, trying to sort out and 
understand, “Why is God allowing this and where is God in all this?” The Psalms are filled with 
those discussions, and you can’t find a single time where God rebukes someone for saying that to 
God. I think there is a reality that we live in a sin-cursed world and there’s going to be painful 
suffering and struggles where, at times, life just makes no sense. And often that’s in our heart. If it’s 
in our heart, we might as well be honest about that and talk to God about it. “God, I don’t 
understand what you’re doing and I don’t understand why it has to be this way.” And I don’t think 
God rebukes us for that. I think God meets us in our pain and begins to bring a process of healing. 
So, verse 2, the Lord answers: 
 

Then the LORD answered me and said, 
“Record the vision 
And inscribe it on tablets, 
That the one who reads it may run.”  

 
Now we may not see this as being unusual, but it’s actually quite an unusual statement. In an oral 
culture there was very little that was written down—that’s the very definition of an oral culture. So 
for God to say, “Write it down; I’m going to give you the answer; I’m going to give you the vision. 
I’m asking you to write it down,” was highly unusual. And then the last part of verse two is talking 
about a herald, so basically, “Write it down; give it to the herald. He will run throughout the land 
and he will give people the answer that they’re asking for.” It would be right to say that twenty-five 
hundred years later the herald is declaring that answer to us. Basically the idea is that this is always 
going to be a struggle for God’s people so, “Here’s my answer; write it down so that people in 



3	  

	  

Lincoln, Nebraska, twenty-five hundred years from now can get an answer from Me and help them 
process the confusion and the hurt that sometimes defines this life.” Verse 3: 
 

“For the vision is yet for the appointed time; 
It hastens toward the goal and it will not fail. 
Though it tarries, wait for it; 
For it will certainly come, it will not delay.” 
 

In verse three where it said ...it hastens toward the goal, literally the Hebrew is it “pants” toward 
the goal. It’s like a runner getting close to the finish line, giving the last bit of energy and panting in 
exhaustion. Basically what God just said is, “I have a plan and a purpose. I have a vision and I am 
executing my sovereign plan from Genesis 3 all the way to Revelation 21.” God is sovereign and 
He sovereignly executes His plan one step at a time. There are times when it seems like nothing has 
happened; nothing makes sense and He says, “You have to wait; you have to be patient; you have to 
trust Me, but by the time the story ends, I will have completed and fulfilled my plan and purpose. 
You just have to trust Me.”  
 
Now put this in context. You’re talking about God making a promise to Abraham and then re-
upping this promise to the nation of Israel. And now you’ve reduced it down to the tiny little 
kingdom of Judah who is about to go up against the massive Babylonian Empire who has crushed 
the Assyrians, crushed the Egyptians, and—no question—they will crush Judah. And in the midst of 
all that, it seems like this is the end of the story. This is where it all ends, and how could this make 
sense? And yet God is saying, “Trust me. I made a promise and I will keep that promise.” If this 
was a contest and the odds-makers in Vegas were setting the odds, no question it would be a 
thousand to none in terms of Judah’s chance of survival, and yet God continues to execute His plan. 
 
This verse was taken out of Habakkuk; it was put in Hebrews chapter 10 in reference to the Messiah 
—that even though it seemed absolutely hopeless, God has continued to execute His plan. He 
brought forth the Messiah just as He said He would, and He is still working His plan twenty-five 
hundred years later.  
 
We love stories like the Joseph story because we identify with someone who goes through pain and 
suffering and struggle in such a way that it makes no sense, but we love the story because by the 
time the story ends, Joseph is the second most powerful man in the world. And we find ourselves in 
the midst of our suffering saying, “I can’t wait for my Joseph moment.” But would we love the story 
as much if Joseph died in prison with the story completely unresolved from a human standpoint? 
 
The fact is thousands and thousands and thousands and thousands of Christians have died in prison 
without the story resolved. We love Hebrews 11. We often refer to it as the Faith Hall of Fame 
because it lists all these great men and women of faith. But maybe sometimes we don’t read the 
chapter quite closely enough, because the chapter talks about a whole bunch of those heroes of faith 
who died in prison—without the story resolved. As a matter of fact, Hebrews chapter 11, verse 13, 
we’ll throw it on the screen for your convenience, reminds us: 
 

All these died in faith, without receiving the promises, but having seen them and 
having welcomed them from a distance, and having confessed that they were 
strangers and exiles on the earth. 
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These people of faith did not die seeing the promise fulfilled; they died seeing it from a distance, 
meaning with eyes of faith. They believed that, “God, You tell the truth.” But they went to their 
grave without the promise fulfilled, just trusting that one day God would keep His promise. So 
verse 3 is reminding us that God is busy at work and we have to trust that, even when nothing seems 
to make sense—which leads then into verse 4 which is the central verse of the book of Habakkuk. It 
is the key verse: 
 

“Behold, as for the proud one [literally the puffed up one], 
His soul is not right within him;” (Vs. 4a) 
 

Talking specifically about the Babylonians, but also about the wicked within Judah, and today 
talking about anyone who thinks he or she can fight God and win. Whether you’re talking about a 
religion, whether you’re talking about a nation, whether you’re talking about an extremist, whether 
you’re talking about the rich and the powerful, whether you’re talking about an individual sitting 
here this morning—if you think you can take on the God of the universe and win, what the text just 
said is: there is something deeply wrong with you, deep inside. That’s what he means when he said 
His soul is not right within him. What would possess someone to think that I somehow can 
challenge and rebel against and take on the God of the universe and, at the end of the story I will 
win? To believe that, something inside of you is deeply wrong. The contrast of that is in the second 
part of the verse, 
 

“But the righteous [the tzedek] will live by his faith.” (Vs. 4b) 
 
We’ve talked about the righteous—one who is all about God’s ways, God’s plan, God’s purpose—
one who will disadvantage himself, if necessary, to advantage the community, one who is all about 
justice, all about shalom, all about mutual flourishing, all about God’s vision for the world—a 
vision that is so contrary to the way the majority of people in our culture live. How does he do that? 
How do I choose to live a selfless, generous, love-my-neighbor kind of life in a greedy, selfish, law 
of the jungle culture? Answer is: because I believe when the story is finally told, God wins! The 
only team that wins is God’s team. Anything that I choose to invest myself in that is contrary to 
God ultimately is a losing proposition, and to think you can win, something deep inside of you is 
really off. We talk a lot about living out God’s vision in the world. We talk about living as a Tzedek 
—to be numbered among the righteous, to work towards shalom and flourishing and justice in the 
world. But the only way you’re going to do that in a culture that feels like, “If I do that, the culture 
will crush me,” is to realize, “No, at the end of the day, no matter how difficult the odds may seem, 
God wins!” And so if I want to win, then I align myself with God and God’s team. He goes on in 
verse 5: 
 

“Furthermore, wine betrays the haughty man, 
So that he does not stay at home. 
He enlarges his appetite like Sheol, 
And he is like death, never satisfied. 
He also gathers to himself all nations 
And collects to himself all peoples.” 

 
He’s talking about Babylon there, and Babylon is on the move and it’s destroying and crushing and 
raping and pillaging. This was an evil empire! The reference to wine seems like it just comes out of 
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nowhere, but history tells us that the Babylonians were a people characterized by their drunkenness. 
They consumed massive amounts of alcohol; they were drunk all the time, and basically the idea is 
that it is so unnatural to who we are as people made in the image of God, it is so contrary to our 
souls as God has made us—to consistently hate, to shed blood, to do such violence on people and 
the land—that in order to do that, they consumed massive amounts of alcohol to somehow numb 
themselves. So the idea of the text is: they consume alcohol; they numb themselves and, “Let’s go 
out and slaughter some more.” I think if you study history, you see a fairly consistent pattern. This 
level of hatred, this level of bloodshed, this level of violence is so contrary—it’s actually a violence 
to the image of God within us—that these violent nations have historically had to figure out some 
way to numb the pain to go out and to slaughter more and more people. That’s basically just the 
ancient version of this.  
 
Starting in verse six then, there are five warnings. They’re fairly redundant; we’ll move through 
them pretty quickly. Verse 6: 
  

“Will not all of these take up a taunt-song against him, 
Even mockery and insinuations against him 
And say... 

 
Then each of these warnings is indicated by, “Woe to them.” That’s the warning language. Basically 
the first part of verse six is saying, “This is a song of mockery; this is a dirge.” In other words, what 
follows is made into a song and it is a mockery of all those who think they can fight God and win. 
That’s what the text just said. 
 

...‘Woe to him who increases what is not his— 
For how long— 
And makes himself rich with loans?’ 
“Will not your creditors rise up suddenly, 
And those who collect from you awaken? 
Indeed, you will become plunder for them. 
“Because you have looted many nations, 
All the remainder of the peoples will loot you— 
Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, 
To the town and all its inhabitants.” (Vs. 6b-8) 

 
What he’s talking about is basically the idea of loan and creditors; that’s really kind of a mockery, 
kind of a tongue in cheek. It’s talking about basically going into all of these countries, these nations, 
these people, and basically taking from them, pillaging from them, doing violence to them and their 
land. So the idea that they’re taking a loan is kind of a mockery; basically they’re stealing. They’re 
taking what isn’t theirs. The creditors would be those who have been so violated. The idea of this 
warning, and it will repeat in the other warnings, is basically what they have done to others will be 
done to them.  
 
We have all kinds of ways of saying this. “You will make your bed; you will lie in it.” “What goes 
around comes around.”  “You live by the sword; you die by the sword.” “You will reap what you 
sow”. We have all these sayings that say the exact same thing. Basically the best way to think about 
it is: if you create a culture where “Might makes right,” we talked about this last week—that the 
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majority define what’s right based on their interest, and if we need to slaughter and pillage to have 
our way—for us, that’s the right thing to do. Once you’ve defined a culture that way, you have 
created a monster that will ultimately eat you. You will die within in the culture you’ve created. 
This is equally true in the business world. It’s equally true in a marriage, in a family, in a school, in 
a peer group, in a neighborhood, in a community. If we, with greed and selfishness and materialism, 
create a culture in which we think we’re going to benefit, it is a culture that will ultimately consume 
us because you will be eaten by the monster you have created. It’s just contrary to everything that 
God is about. Verse 9, very similar: 
 

“Woe to him [second warning] who gets evil gain for his house 
To put his nest on high, 
To be delivered from the hand of calamity!” 

 
That’s basically describing an eagle’s nest in a remote location where that eagle is so far away from 
a predator it seems like nothing could get to this eagle. The rich, the powerful, the movers, the 
shakers, the terrorists, the killers, the bad guys—whoever you want to put in there—create a context 
where they think they’re untouchable. Verse 10: 
 

“You have devised a shameful thing for your house 
By cutting off many peoples; 
So you are sinning against yourself. 
“Surely the stone will cry out from the wall, 
And the rafter will answer it from the framework.” (Vs. 10-11) 

 
Basically he’s saying if you think you can fight God and win and create a context where you’re 
somehow so rich, so powerful, so in charge that nobody can touch you, the text says, “How foolish 
is that?” At the end of the day, God will hold you accountable; God will make you pay and, even if 
you kill off all the witnesses, the stones will cry out; the rafters will cry out. In other words, the 
building materials of your house will cry out and give witness to what you have done before a holy 
and just God.  Verse 12, third warning: 
 

“Woe to him who builds a city with bloodshed 
And founds a town with violence! 
“Is it not indeed from the LORD of hosts 
That peoples toil for fire, 
And nations grow weary for nothing? 
“For the earth will be filled 
With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, 
As the waters cover the sea.” (Vs. 12-14) 

 
That paragraph sounds like something that was written yesterday, concerning a lot of what’s 
happening in our world today. But no matter what religion, no matter what extremist, no matter 
what government, no matter what nation, no matter what rich and powerful, no matter what political 
party—no matter whatever you want to fill in there—no matter what they do, at the end of the day 
you can’t fight God and win. And so it says that the nations do this for nothing. When the story’s 
done, they lose. And then that other great statement here in chapter two:  
 



7	  

	  

“For the earth will be filled 
With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, 
As the waters cover the sea.” (Vs. 14) 
 

Basically a reminder that when the story is completed, no nation wins; no religion wins; no political 
party wins; no government wins; no bad guys win; evil doesn’t win. God wins! And the knowledge 
of His glory will be evident across the earth like the waters cover the sea. Next warning, verse 15: 
 

Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, 
Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk 
So as to look on their nakedness! 
 “You will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. 
Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. 
The cup in the LORD’S right hand [a reference to His wrath] will come around to you, 
And utter disgrace will come upon your glory.” (Vs. 15-16) 
 

This warning basically is a reference to kind of the morality of the Babylonians. They’re going into 
towns; not only are they destroying the towns and the people, but they’re raping the women. That’s 
the idea of their nakedness—they get them drunk; they rape them; they shame them, and basically 
what the text is saying is: “You will be exposed; you will be naked; you will be shamed. What 
you’ve done to others will be done upon you.” Again, it’s just a warning of what is to come. Verse 
17: 
 

“For the violence done to Lebanon will overwhelm you, 
And the devastation of its beasts by which you terrified them, 
Because of human bloodshed and violence done to the land, 
To the town and all its inhabitants.” 

 
Lebanon was considered up north, basically a part of Israel. Lebanon was known for its wildlife; it 
was known for its beautiful landscape—its cedars, its trees. Basically the idea is: you have raped the 
people; you have raped the land; you have raped the animals; you have destroyed it all and a 
reminder that God will hold them accountable. Finally, last warning, verse 18: 
 

“What profit is the idol when its maker has carved it, 
Or an image, a teacher of falsehood? 
For its maker trusts in his own handiwork 
When he fashions speechless idols. 
 “Woe to him who says to a piece of wood, ‘Awake!’ 
To a mute stone, ‘Arise!’ 
And that is your teacher? 
Behold, it is overlaid with gold and silver, 
And there is no breath at all inside it.” (Vs. 18-19) 

 
There are actually several passages in the Old Testament very similar to this one talking about the 
foolishness of religions and nations and movements creating their own gods. You take a piece of 
wood cut down from a tree; you carve some sort of an image in it and then you bow down and 
worship it as if it’s a god. It doesn’t live; it doesn’t breathe; it doesn’t have power; it can’t do 
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anything for you. In your hour of need, you call upon your handmade idol and there’s nothing there 
because it is no god. There is only one God. 
  
Now we would say, “We in America, we don’t do that. I mean, we’re so much more sophisticated 
than that. We don’t carve our own little idols and cover them in gold and worship our own 
manmade idols.” But we worship the gods of money, gods of power, the god of materialism, the 
god of significance, the god of pleasure. We have all our own idols, but in our hour of need those 
idols have no power to help us. We cry out to the gods that we have lived for, and they don’t make 
the cancer go away and they don’t make the marriage come back together. They don’t bring a 
wayward child back home; they don’t do anything because they are not really gods. They’re 
manmade idols. So, at the end of the chapter he reminds us of this: 
 

“But the LORD is in His holy temple. 
Let all the earth be silent before Him.”(Vs. 20) 
 

The reminder that, at the end of the day, God will reveal himself in His holy temple and there will 
be no one laughing, no one mocking, no other religion making religious claims, no nations, no 
governments, no political parties, no rich and powerful talking back to God. Everyone will be quiet 
because, in that moment it will be overwhelmingly obvious that God is God. “Every knee shall bow, 
every tongue shall confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God.”  
 
I know it’s very popular today for people to say, “All religions are equally valid and all roads lead 
to God.” That is simply not true. You can’t just make up a religion, make up a god, and call it good. 
That doesn’t make it true. That doesn’t make it God. At the end of the day it’s not about a religion; 
it’s not about a government; it’s not about a terrorist; it’s not about the rich and powerful; it’s not 
about a political party. At the end of the day, it will be about the one true God who has made it 
possible to have a relationship with Him through His son Jesus Christ. This is not a story that ends 
quietly with God quietly gathering His people and riding into the sunset and everybody wondering, 
“What happened?” This is a story that ends with God displaying His glory across the earth like the 
waters cover the sea. This is where God declares Himself to be God and everyone on the earth 
goes silent in the realization that this is the one true God. 
 
So let’s put the whole chapter together. What do you do when life doesn’t make sense, when it feels 
like I’m little Judah and we’re about to be destroyed by this massive evil empire, Babylon? What do 
I do? You believe that God tells the truth when He says, “I am at work executing My plan from the 
beginning to the end...and the end of the story is absolutely magnificent! Trust me. There may be 
times when it seems like I am a million miles away and I’m not doing anything and I don’t seem to 
care, but in those moments you have to trust Me. Hang in there; I am at work and I will win. There 
will come a day when all of the earth will be filled with the knowledge of My glory. There will 
come a day when all will stand silent before Me and they will know that I am God. In the meantime, 
the righteous will live by faith.”  
 
How is it possible to live in a world that has become so selfish, so materialistic, so greedy, that it 
has become the law of the jungle? We’ve created a culture that will consume ourselves. How, in the 
midst of that, can I choose to be different—that I can march to a different drummer, that I can love 
my enemy; I can do good to those who persecute me; I can think of others as more important than 
myself; I can live by disadvantaging myself to advantage others, that I can choose to live 
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differently? You say, “Wow, if I do that in a culture like this, they will crush me.” No they won’t. 
No, they won’t because when the story is finally told, God wins! God wins and God’s people win. 
No nation wins; no political party wins; no rich and famous win; nobody else wins. God wins and 
God’s people win when they invest themselves in the things of God that ultimately matter. 
  
It all comes down to this: Do you believe that God tells the truth? I can’t prove this to you, but do 
you believe that God tells the truth? In the most difficult, confusing, uncertain times of your life, 
sometimes all you can do is just hang on by faith and believe—believe that God has promised 
through Jesus Christ, there is coming a day where there will be no more tears, no more sorrow, no 
more hatred, no more violence, no more bloodshed—that everything that our souls long for will 
come, and it will be absolutely magnificent! So in our most difficult moments today, we choose to 
believe. 
 
 

Our Father, we celebrate that at the end of the story, it will be obvious, You are God. And 
You as God have sent Your son Jesus Christ to die on a cross to be the Savior of the world, 
that those who come by faith and believe in the shed blood of Jesus will be numbered 
among Your people now and forever. God, help us to live today with an unshakable belief 
that when the story is over, You win, and so we live for the things that matter. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.  
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