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Use What You've Been Given 
Judges 3:9-31 

Pastor Bryan Clark 
 
There's a show on the Science Channel. It's called Survivorman. It's basically a show about a 
survival expert that gets dropped all alone in a remote location and for seven days films his own 
survival. The discussion on that show is never really about the right tool for the job. In other words 
he doesn't spend a lot of time talking about chainsaws and tents and bug zappers and air 
conditioners. The conversation is always about, “What do I have, and how can I use what I have to 
survive?”  
 
We're probably all familiar with the adage the right tool for the job. There's a lot of truth to that. 
One of the things that defines a professional is not only their skills, but they have all these specialty 
tools to do the job right. But the fact is most of us don't have specialty tools, so we're left with, 
"What tool do I have, and how can I use that to get the job done?"  
 
Well that's the essence of what I want to talk about this morning. I'm not really interested in what 
you don't have. I'm interested in what you do have and how might God use that to change the world. 
I think we can go through our lives wishing we were somebody else, wishing my story was 
different, that I had different talents and skills, that I was taller or shorter or fatter or skinnier. I wish 
I was better looking; I wish I had more education; I wish I had a different job. We can go through 
our lives that way and really focus our attention on what we lack, but at the end of the day, the truth 
is you can only steward that which you have. So I'm not really interested this morning in what you 
might have someday; I'm interested in what you have today—who you are today, what your life is 
today and how God might use you, just as you are today, to change the world.  
 
This is the last of three weeks of talking about stewardship and all that goes with that. Two weeks 
ago we talked about what I would consider really the foundational discussion. If you don't get that 
one right, you're probably going to miss in most areas of life. It goes back to understanding the 
difference between the world's operating system and God's operating system—and they're 
dramatically different. The operating system of the world is an invitation to function as my own god 
and in so doing I myself make myself significant. I give myself value; I'm in charge of my own 
safety, my own security—that ultimately I'm in charge. The system requires me to be selfish and 
self-centered every moment of every day. Every day is about my value. Every day is about my 
significance. Every day is about my security. Every day I have to be focused on myself, and I'm 
constantly measuring myself against others. It's a performance-based system that has no winners. 
Nobody ever wins in that system. No matter how good you are, there's always somebody better, and 
no matter how good you are today, what about tomorrow and what about the next day? Nobody can 
stay on top. It's a system that doesn't allow you to rest. It doesn't allow you to be at peace, and at the 
end of the day, there are no winners.  
 
Again and again it grieves my heart that so many of us are willing to listen to the lies of the culture 
rather than the truth of God. God has been very clear that every single person in this room is 
fearfully and wonderfully made. Every single person in this room has been made on purpose for a 
purpose and yet so many of us struggle with our own sense of value, our own sense of 
significance—self-esteem. We look in the mirror; we just don't like ourselves. We're dissatisfied 
with who we are. We're dissatisfied with our story and how our story has unfolded, and day after 
day after day we're dissatisfied with ourselves, which leaves us just kind of miserably cranking out 
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day after day after day, and all of that is a result of choosing to believe that the world tells the truth 
and that God is a liar.  
 
At the end of the day, God offers an alternative system that is based on God's grace—to understand 
that on the basis of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ, God has made a way where 
we can be rightly related to God and, out of that relationship I find my significance; I find my value; 
I find my safety; I find my security; I find my meaning and purpose in life. And, because it's not 
based on my ability to perform, it's based on the grace of God, every day is safe and secure, and 
nobody can change it and nobody can take it away. When I understand that, it completely changes 
the way I live. I don't have to be selfish and self-centered every day, but rather with that safe and 
secure, I'm free to think of others as more important than myself. I'm free to give myself away. I'm 
free to pursue the meaning and the purpose that God has for me.  
 
Last week we talked about what we give to God of our time and our talents and our treasure is a 
reflection of how we feel about God. It's a reflection of our worship. It's a barometer. When we give 
God the table scraps, the leftovers—as little as possible—it reflects how we feel about God. It 
reflects our worship of God. We also talked about, then, how God feels about that when we're 
willing to just give Him as little as possible to somehow fulfill the letter of the law rather than 
seeking to be generous and explore the mystery and the wonder and the life that God has for us.   
 
What I want to talk about then this morning is this idea of stewarding what you have today—your 
story, your time, your talent, your resources—not what you wish you had, not what you might have 
someday. What do you have today, and how might God use you, just as you are, to be a world 
changer?  
 
If you have a Bible, turn with us to Judges, Chapter 3. If you didn't happen to be reading in the book 
of Judges this week, it's right after Joshua—Judges—and then right before Samuel and Kings and 
Chronicles. The book of Judges covers what some would argue was the darkest, most difficult time 
in the history of the Hebrew people. It was a time when “every man did that which was right in his 
own eyes.” It was a time of darkness and despair and rebellion.  
  
The best way to understand the book of Judges is to think in terms of cycles. It's a series of cycles. 
The cycle is that the people of God would rebel against God; they would move toward disobedience 
and idolatry. Because of that, God would allow an enemy to invade and to conquer them. They 
would live in misery as slaves under a pagan ruler. They finally would get so distressed they would 
cry out to God, and God would raise up a hero to deliver them called a judge. Now the judge wasn't 
a judge like we think of a judge. A judge was a political and military ruler, what we're going to refer 
to as a hero. God would raise up a hero. The hero would lead the people to victory. They would 
conquer the enemy, and by and large, as long as that hero remained alive, the people would live in 
peace. But once that hero would die, the people would go back into the cycle. They would drift 
from God back into idolatry, and the whole cycle would repeat again. So when you read through the 
book of Judges, what you have is the story of one hero after another, and each one of them 
represents a new cycle that is happening in the life of the people.  
 
To introduce this whole concept in Judges chapter 3, I think the writer of Judges is addressing the 
question, "What kind of a person might God use to be a hero?" That's what he's defining then in the 
text this morning. So Judges chapter 3—we pick it up in verse 9.  
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When the sons of Israel cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up a deliverer for the 
sons of Israel to deliver them, Othniel the son of Kenaz, Caleb's younger brother. The 
Spirit of the LORD came upon him, and he judged Israel. When he went out to war, 
the LORD gave Cushan-rishathaim king of Mesopotamia into his hand, so that he 
prevailed over Cushan-rishathaim.   (*NASB, Judges 3:9-10) 

 
By the way, is it really necessary to list the name of the king twice in one verse so that preachers 
like me have to pronounce it? Let's list it once and then we'll just call him "the king" through the 
rest of the story. Just venting a little bit there. (laughter) Verse 11:  
 

Then the land had rest forty years. And Othniel the son of Kenaz died.  
 
The first hero that we are introduced to probably fits the stereotype of what we think a hero should 
be. He came from a strong, impressive family of note. Othniel was the brother of Caleb—as in the 
story of Joshua and Caleb: the spies that entered the land and came out and said, "We can take these 
guys," so clearly a family with rich heritage, a godly family, a family of faith.  
 
As a matter of fact, there's a great story about Othniel in Joshua chapter 15. Caleb is in charge, and 
he says to the army, "I need a volunteer to step up to lead the troops to go after the enemy, and 
whoever is willing to do that wins the prize, wins the girl, wins the land. You will be well 
rewarded." Who do you suppose volunteers for the assignment? It's Caleb's brother Othniel. He'll 
trust God for the victory and so he does, and God uses him. They win a great victory. He gets the 
girl; he gets the land. It's the story of heroes—even his name. When you see these names in the Old 
Testament and they have the "el" like in Samuel—in this case Othniel—that's a piece of the name of 
God, "Elohim," so it always means something "of God". In this case it means "force of God". 
Imagine if your name meant "force of God". It just represents kind of his heritage, his background, 
the advantages he's had, and his willingness to trust God to be a hero and to change the world.  
 
But it is important to notice that the text says that the key was that the Spirit of the LORD came 
upon him. The text is very clear that the Lord delivered Israel. It was not Othniel's great talent that 
ultimately prevailed. He was a very impressive individual, but without God he could not have been 
a world changer. He prevailed, and the nation lived at peace. It says at the end of that paragraph that 
the nation lived in peace for forty years.  
 
Now this opening description of a hero probably defines what we think of as a hero. Some of you in 
this room are probably like Othniel. You have a strong family; you have a strong heritage; you've 
had a lot of advantages. You're very talented; you're very capable; you're very successful—you're 
just one of those exceptional people. The greatest risk you run as an Othniel is to forget that you 
need God. With the best of intentions, you can start to think, "I can do this. I'm very talented; I'm 
very successful. I have this heritage; I have this name; I have this training; I have this talent; I have 
this ability to be self-sufficient." You’re wanting to do the right things but thinking you yourself can 
do it.  
 
One of the great struggles for people like Othniel is you are very susceptible to the value system of 
the world. Your whole life you have been successful. Your whole life you've been a high performer. 
Your whole life people have admired your ability and your talent and your skill, and your whole life 
people have applauded you, and that has become your identity. That has become your significance; 
that has become your value. You don't know who you are anymore unless people are applauding.  
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My experience in life has been that some of the most talented, some of the most beautiful, some of 
the most successful people I have known in life are also some of the most insecure and fear-driven 
people I have known in life. Because they are immersed in the world's value system, they constantly 
struggle with, "Who am I when I'm not performing? Who am I when I'm not successful? Who am I 
when I'm not at the top of the heap?" And there is this fear of, "What if I'm not a high performer 
tomorrow?"  
 
God raises up Othniels. If they're willing to trust Him and surrender to Him, God certainly uses 
Othniels to change the world. But the fact is: most of us, when we look in the mirror, that's not what 
we see. We don't look at the mirror and say, "I am exceptional. I am a high performer. I am 
multitalented." Most of us look in the mirror and see something else and something less. So the 
story goes on. Verse 12:  
 

Now the sons of Israel again did evil in the sight of the LORD. So the LORD 
strengthened Eglon the king of Moab against Israel, because they had done evil in the 
sight of the LORD. And he gathered to himself the sons of Ammon and Amalek; and 
he went and defeated Israel, and they possessed the city of the palm trees. The sons of 
Israel served Eglon the king of Moab eighteen years. (So now we begin another cycle. 
Verse 15:) But when the sons of Israel cried to the LORD, the LORD raised up a 
deliverer for them, Ehud the son of Gera, the Benjamite, a left-handed man. And the 
sons of Israel sent tribute by him to Eglon the king of Moab. Ehud made himself a 
sword which had two edges, a cubit in length; and he bound it on his right thigh 
under his cloak.   (Vs. 12-16) 

 
So here we go with the cycle. The people go into rebellion. Eglon, the king of Moab, takes over. 
They live under his oppression. They cry out for a hero, and God raises up a most unlikely hero, a 
one-armed warrior. The text tells us that he was a left-handed man. Now we don't think a lot about 
that, but it's helpful to understand in an ancient culture they understood the right arm to be the arm 
of power, and they considered people who were left-handed to be handicapped in some way. You 
see this again and again through the Scriptures. It often talks about “the right-handed man” or "at 
the right hand," but in this case it's more than that. Literally the Hebrew is: He was bound in his 
right arm; his right arm was defective. His right arm was withered. His right arm was nonfunctional. 
Whatever it was, at the end of the day he was basically a one-armed man, and the one arm was his 
left arm, so it's painting a picture of the most unlikely warrior. In an ancient world where combat 
was face to face, depending upon the strength of sword in one hand and a shield in the other, a one-
armed warrior stood virtually no chance to survive. So that's the idea of the text there.  
 
The people of Israel send a tribute to the king. In order to deliver the tribute, Ehud makes for 
himself what we would consider a dagger. A cubit is about eighteen inches, so an eighteen-inch 
sword that is sharpened on both sides, a double-edged sword. Basically the idea is that of course 
Ehud did not possess a sword. Why would a one-armed man possess a sword? So in order to do this, 
he had to actually make his own sword and then the text makes kind of a big deal that it was 
strapped to his right thigh. Again, the idea is: whatever was wrong with his right arm, it was so 
defective that the enemy would never imagine that he would have a weapon on his right-hand side 
because there was basically no functioning arm on that side, and this will come up again in the text.  
Verse 17: 
 
           He presented the tribute to Eglon king of Moab. Now Eglon was a very fat man.  
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This text has a number of descriptions that are very unusual. If you're familiar with Hebrew 
narratives, one of the things that defines them is there is rarely description. It rarely talks about 
physical characteristics of someone, so when, for example, it talks about Ehud being a fat man, 
that's a big deal. Why do we need to know that Eglon was a fat man? It is because in the ancient 
world fatness was symbolic of prosperity. In a culture where people barely had enough to survive 
day in and day out, if someone actually had enough to be fat, it was a sign of prosperity. It's a 
picture that Eglon as the wicked, oppressive king had starved the Hebrew people in order to have 
abundance for himself, and it's pictured in this idea that he was fat. He was fat with the food that he 
had taken from the Hebrew people.  
 

It came about when he had finished presenting the tribute, that he sent away the 
people who had carried the tribute. But he himself turned back from the idols which 
were at Gilgal, and said, "I have a secret message for you, O king." And he said, 
"Keep silence." And all who attended him left him. Ehud came to him while he was 
sitting alone in his cool roof chamber. And Ehud said, "I have a message from God 
for you." And he arose from his seat. Ehud stretched out his left hand, took the sword 
from his right thigh and thrust it into his belly. The handle also went in after the 
blade, and the fat closed over the blade, for he did not draw the sword out of his 
belly; and the refuse came out. Then Ehud went out into the vestibule and shut the 
doors of the roof chamber behind him, and locked them.   (Vs. 18-23) 

 
Really a rather strange story at this point, but basically they present the tribute. They leave; they get 
to the idols at Gilgal. Now this comes up twice in this story, and it's a reminder that this was the 
land that was set apart to be holy unto God. But because of the rebellion and disobedience of the 
people of God, the pagans had now come in and taken over and set up idols to the Moabite gods in 
the Land of Promise. So whether Ehud's plan was to attack the king and he lost his nerve, or 
whether this was the plan from the beginning, it's hard to tell. What we do know is when the 
contingent goes by the idols, it triggers something in Ehud. He turns around. He goes back to the 
king, and he says to the king, "Oh, by the way, I have a secret message from God for you."  
 
Now think about this. The king silences him, dismisses everyone that was there to wait on him and 
protect him and leaves himself all alone with Ehud. Again, it's reflective of the idea that nobody 
thought there was any possibility that this one-armed man posed the slightest threat to the king, 
including the king himself. So the king dismisses everyone out of the room. Ehud then comes up to 
him, tells him he has a message from God, and with his left hand he reaches clear over to his right 
thigh, pulls out the dagger and sticks it in the king's belly. The description is extremely graphic—
that the dagger goes in; the fat of the king swallows up the handle. Because he's a one-armed man, 
he doesn't even have the physical capacity to get the dagger back. He just leaves it in there, and the 
fat wraps around it.  
 
Again, the picture: there's an imagery here of this wicked king and all that he had prospered by 
abusing the Hebrew people. And you have the most unlikely warrior that God is raising up to kill 
the king and to deliver the people. So you have it in kind of this weird drama. As it unfolds, Ehud 
escapes out the window, locks the door and disappears. Verse 24:  
 

When he had gone out, his servants came and looked, and behold, the doors of the 
roof chamber were locked; and they said, "He is only relieving himself in the cool 
room." They waited until they became anxious; but behold, he did not open the doors 
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of the roof chamber. Therefore they took the key and opened them, and behold, their 
master had fallen to the floor dead.   (Vs. 24-25) 

 
Again, I think the details are making the point that it never dawned on them that the king was in any 
danger because there was no way this one-armed warrior posed a threat to the king. So even after 
the doors remained shut, they are not concluding there could be a problem. He must be going to the 
bathroom, and they just leave him until finally they determine something must be wrong and open 
the doors. There is the king dead and, of course by that time, Ehud is long gone. Verse 26:  
 

Now Ehud escaped while they were delaying, and he passed by the idols (again this 
reminder that God's land was now dotted with the idols to the pagan gods) and escaped to 
Seirah. It came about when he had arrived, that he blew the trumpet in the hill 
country of Ephraim; and the sons of Israel went down with him from the hill country, 
and he was in front of them. He said to them, "Pursue them, for the LORD has given 
your enemies the Moabites into your hands." So they went down after him and seized 
the fords of the Jordan opposite Moab, and did not allow anyone to cross. They 
struck down at that time about ten thousand Moabites, all robust and valiant men; 
and no one escaped. So Moab was subdued that day under the hand of Israel. And the 
land was undisturbed for eighty years.   (Vs. 26-30) 

 
So Ehud escapes, goes back and rallies the troops. The troops rally together; they go chase down the 
Moabites; they wipe out ten thousand; they win a great victory, and Israel is set free. The text is 
very careful to tell us that these ten thousand Moabites were robust and valiant men. That is to 
contrast them with this one-armed warrior and a reminder, at the end of the day it's not the robust 
and valiant warrior that wins. It's the one-armed warrior that trusts God that wins.  
 
One of the things I find just staggering at the end of the story, it tells us that for the next eighty 
years the people lived in peace and prosperity. The land was undisturbed. Now stop and think 
about that. After living under the oppression of this wicked, pagan king, God raised up the most 
unlikely hero who was willing to trust Him, that rallied the troops to a victory, and the result of 
Ehud's willingness to trust God is that all of the people lived in peace and security and had a life for 
the next eighty years.  
 
The final story is one verse. Verse 31:  
 

After him came Shamgar the son of Anath, who struck down six hundred Philistines 
with an oxgoad; and he also saved Israel.  

 
Not many details to the story. We know his name is Shamgar, which is not a Hebrew name. It was a 
Hurion name, which would reflect one of the pagan nations around them. In other words it's a way 
of saying that his family had adopted the pagan ways of the Hurions, and they named their son 
accordingly. In modern-day verbiage, we would say a non-Christian home, born on the wrong side 
of the tracks, probably immersed in the pagan ways, but at some point he made a decision to trust 
the Hebrew God, and God raised up a most unlikely hero.  
 
He didn't even have an eighteen-inch dagger. The only thing he had was a garden hoe. Basically an 
oxgoad is like a garden hoe. At one end is a little farming implement; at the other end it's just 
sharpened to a point, so you can prod the oxen to get them to go. So basically he had nothing but a 
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garden hoe and his willingness to trust God, and God used him and his garden hoe to wipe out six 
hundred Philistines and set Israel free.  
 
As a matter of fact, the key to understanding this whole text is the word also. He also saved Israel. 
The word also forces us to go backwards. Also—what do you mean also? Well, like Ehud, the one-
armed warrior. Well, like Othniel, the kind of prototype of what we think of as a warrior and a hero. 
This is the introduction to the book of Judges. It's God's way of saying, "You're about to meet a 
whole bunch of heroes who are different in many ways." The one thing they all have in common is 
they were willing to trust God, many of them most unlikely heroes.  
 
I think sometimes we get it in our heads the type of people that we think God can use. They're the 
Othniels. They're the super skilled, the super talented, the super successful. Those people can be 
world changers, but most of us don't think of ourselves in those terms. Some of you are Othniels. 
You are highly talented; you are highly gifted; you've had a lot of advantages in life. You've had a 
family and a heritage, and you've had a lot of things that a lot of people don't have. And you've 
made the most of that, and you are fearfully and wonderfully made. Your greatest temptation is to 
use your talent and your opportunity to celebrate the value system of the world to find your 
significance, to find your value, to find your safety, to find your security, to find the applause that 
makes you feel like I matter. And the challenge for you will be to believe that, "God has made me 
this way in order that I might trust Him, and God will use me to be a world changer." But that will 
never happen unless you trust Him.  
 
Most of us don't look in the mirror and see a world changer. We see ourselves such as we are, and 
most of the time we're dissatisfied: “I wish my life was different; I wish my story was different. I 
wish my marriage was different; I wish my family was different. I wish I was taller; I wish I was 
shorter; I wish I was fatter; I wish I was skinnier. I wish I made more money; I wish I had more 
stuff. I wish I had a different job; I wish I had a different personality. I wish I had a personality at 
all!” That'd be me. (laughter) 
 
But, at the end of the day, you can't steward what you don't have. The truth is this is you today such 
as you are—fearfully and wonderfully made on purpose for a purpose, to believe that God can use 
you just as you are today if you're willing to trust Him, if you're willing to believe that God tells the 
truth, that God can use your job, God can use your health, God can use your lack of health, God can 
use your struggles. God can use your disappointments, God can use your personality, God can use 
you just the way you are today to be a world changer if you're just willing to trust Him with that.  
 
And there's some of you this morning that would probably identify with Shamgar…maybe didn't 
come from a Christian home, maybe came out of a very difficult environment, and that defined 
much of your story.  And your story to you is filled with disappointment and regrets, and you have 
shame and you have guilt, and you so wish your story was different. Maybe you need to understand 
your story may be your ministry. Your story may be your greatest asset to come along somebody 
else and say, "Hey, I have walked in your shoes. I know what it's like, and I want to tell you the God 
that has so changed me can change you." Maybe it is your story that gives others hope that maybe 
God could do for them what He has miraculously done for you. Whatever your story, whatever your 
personality, whatever your gifting is, whatever your situation is today, how might God use you such 
as you are right now today to be a world changer—if you're just willing to trust Him with that?  
 
So one more time I want to remind you as we wrap this up. As soon as we're done here and as soon 
as you walk out those doors, you will be bombarded all day long with voices contrary to what you 



8	  
	  

have heard this morning, and those voices will pound you down, and they will make you 
dissatisfied with who you are, with your story in life and constantly wishing I was different and that 
my life was different. So the only question we're left with is—the world says you should be 
dissatisfied with who you are; God says you are fearfully and wonderfully made on purpose for a 
purpose—who do you think is telling the truth...the voices of the world or the voice of God?  
 
 
 
 

Our Father, this morning we celebrate in a world that lies to us every day that there is the 
voice of truth that reminds us that every single one of us is fearfully and wonderfully made. 
Lord, every single one of us can spend the rest of our lives wishing our lives were different, 
but, Lord, help us to accept ourselves just as we are today and to understand I can only 
steward who I am and what I have today and to believe that You could use us, such as we 
are today, to change the world. Lord, give us the faith to believe that. In Jesus' name, 
Amen.  
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