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January 10/11, 2015 
 

Test Me Now in This  
    Malachi 1:6-14; 3:7-10 

    Pastor Bryan Clark 
 
I want to do a quick update as we began this morning with how we did in regard to our year-end 
giving goal, understanding the year-end giving for any church is always a really big deal. So the 
goal was 2.3 million, and how did we do? (The amount shown on the screen showed giving of 
$2,306,516 and the people cheered and clapped.) You know what? It’s just another opportunity to 
celebrate the faithfulness of God, but it’s also an opportunity again to celebrate the faithfulness and 
generosity of God’s people. You just need to know how often when we gather as leaders, we talk 
about how thankful we are for the faithfulness and generosity of the people that God has given us. 
So, again, we are just very excited and encouraged by that.  
 
This morning as we talk again about stewarding and giving of our time and talent and treasure, 
those of you that get this, and there are so many of you and you live this, I hope for you is just a 
reminder and an encouragement that you are living the right way. There’re others of you that are 
still struggling with taking those next faith steps in your Christian journey. Martin Luther used to 
say he believes Christians all go through three conversions: the conversion of the mind, the 
conversion of the heart and the conversion of the pocketbook. And I would say my experience has 
been that’s pretty true. There’s this journey of understanding in our mind, of embracing with our 
heart, but then, there’s this step of trusting God with our resources—and some of you are kind of at 
that point. You are still struggling with that next step of surrender. All I would ask is that you would 
be willing to open up your heart and listen this morning and consider what the Word has to say.   
 
Years ago somebody asked me to speak at a particular event. I agreed to do so, and really had never 
given thought to being paid for this. It was just something that I was happy to do. So I did my thing, 
and afterward they gave me a thank-you card and in the card was a gift card. So I was very 
appreciative of this kind of a little unexpected gift. So a couple of weeks later—the gift card was to 
Gateway mall—I went out to the mall and I settled in the only store that makes any sense to me at 
the mall and that is the tool section of Sears. (laughter) And when I get a gift card, it’s kind of like 
this is a chance to get something that I probably otherwise wouldn’t justify purchasing. So I found a 
handful of things, brought them to the counter; the cashier tallied it up and then swiped my card, 
which was for a very generous amount of money. But the card swiped for two dollars and about 
fifty cents, and the cashier said, “How long have you had this card?” I said, “Well, I’ve just had it a 
couple of weeks; it was a gift.” She kind of laughs and says, “You know, we haven’t issued this 
card for six or seven years and basically, after a certain amount of time, they start diminishing the 
amount until it ends up at 0.” So I was kind of embarrassed, and sheepishly I took my tools and put 
them all back on the shelf and went home. When I got home, Patti said, “Well, what did you get?” I 
said, “Well, let me tell you the story.” (laughter) And then we got to laughing, just trying to 
imagine the scene the night before, where somebody is thinking, “We have to give Pastor Clark 
something for doing this.” So they rummage around the home and they get in the junk drawer, and 
there’s a gift card that’s six or seven years old, and, “We don’t need that; that’ll do.”  
 
We could probably all tell a story of a gift we’ve received where it’s fairly obvious somebody at the 
last minute was scrambling to come up with something because they felt some obligation to give 
this. Most of the time when you are on the receiving end of those gifts, you find yourself thinking, 
“Maybe it would have been better just not to have given anything at all,” because it reflects a certain 
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attitude that isn’t real encouraging, which then raises the question that we want to talk about this 
morning: How do you suppose God feels when we do that with Him—when we give the table 
scraps, the leftovers, the things we don’t really need, or the surplus? How do you suppose God feels 
about that?  
 
This is not a new problem. As a matter of fact, you go all the way back to the beginning of the story, 
all the way back to Genesis chapter 4—the discussion about Cain and Abel—and to understand this 
it’s really at a time before there were malls, before there was consumerism, before there were 
television commercials, before there was peer pressure, before there was any of that. Something 
within the human heart struggles with worshipping God. So Cain and Abel come before God to 
offer God a gift of worship. Abel brings the best that he has; the text tells us that, and it’s a 
reflection of how he feels about God. The text says God accepted Abel; therefore He accepted his 
offering. But then Cain comes, and what’s implied in the text is that Cain did not bring the best that 
he had. Cain brought something, kind of implied that it was second rate—leftover table scraps. And 
what the text says is it’s a reflection of Cain’s heart; it is how Cain felt about God. Therefore God 
didn’t receive Cain; therefore He didn’t receive his offering.   
 
Thousands of years later, the exact same thing is going on in the nation of Israel. We want to look at 
that. If you have a Bible, turn with us to the Old Testament book of Malachi. Malachi is the very 
last book in the Old Testament. The Hebrew nation had gone away into captivity. It was part of 
God’s discipline for their disobedience and rebellion. There’s a remnant that had come out of 
captivity, back into the land. They had rebuilt the temple; they had rebuilt themselves as a nation. 
They were kind of rekindling their passion for God and, for a while they were fired up about God 
and what it meant to be the people of God and God’s Word. But as the generations went by, they 
lost their enthusiasm and basically that enthusiasm turned into cold, dead, religious obligation. They 
were just cranking it out.  
 
Malachi, then, is coming to them to challenge them to come back to God, to give their hearts back 
to God. They don’t listen to God, and that closes the Old Testament. There are four hundred silent 
years before God speaks to His people again, which, then, was the announcement of the coming of 
the Messiah. So Malachi was a very sobering book. It’s written mostly with this dialogue—God 
talks to them and they talk back to God. A lot of it is God talking to the priest, who basically 
represented the spiritual climate among the people of God. So, for example, Chapter 1 verse 2, God 
says: 
 

“I have loved you,” says the LORD. But you say, “How have You loved us?”  
(*NASB, Malachi 1:2)  

 
That’s just kind of setting the tone for the book. Basically they don’t respond with a soft heart of 
humility. It’s more of a heart of defensiveness and actually a heart that’s obstinate, a heart that is 
turned away from God. They are angry and bitter at God. I have seen this play out in people’s lives 
over and over and over again in the years I’ve been in ministry. The story is basically that the 
people of God turned their backs on God. They got involved in idolatry; they did their own thing; 
they disobeyed God; they despised God; they treated God poorly again and again and again. And 
the consequences of those choices caused their world to basically collapse onto them, until life was 
very, very hard. Then when life collapses on them, somehow, it’s God’s fault, and they began to 
blame God. “Somehow God doesn’t love us”; “God isn’t faithful”; “God isn’t generous”; “God isn’t 
good to us.” “It’s all God’s fault.” I’ve had so many of those conversations with people—people 
who just do their own thing. They despise God; they disobey God; they rebel against God. They 
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basically live their own lives their own way, and when life collapses on them, suddenly, it’s God’s 
fault. “Why isn’t’ God faithful?”  “Why doesn’t God love me?” “Why isn’t God faithful to me?” —
never understanding this is the result of a series of choices that were made to disobey God.   
 
A lot of people, when they read through the Old Testament, conclude that the God of the Old 
Testament is an angry, judgmental, wrathful God. I don’t see that at all. As a matter of fact, what I 
see is just the opposite. As a matter of fact, when people make the case that the God of the Old 
Testament is angry and judgmental and full of wrath, they always pull up the same few passages. 
Now think about this. Over thousands and thousands and thousands of years, everybody brings up 
the same few passages because, even in the Old Testament, those moments are very rare where God 
mediates out justice rather than mercy. When I look through the Old Testament, what I see is a 
people who consistently despise God, rebel against God, disobey God, get involved in idolatry 
again and again and again. And what I see is a consistent pattern of God again and again coming 
back with patience, with grace, with mercy, inviting them to come back into a meaningful 
relationship with Him. That’s basically reflected when God reminds them, “I have loved you. I’m 
not the One who’s walked away.” But their response is with this anger, this bitterness, these hard 
hearts and to say, “How have You loved us?” I mean, basically they are saying, “Hey, check it out, 
we are miserable. How have You loved us?” So that kind of sets the tone for what’s encountered 
throughout the book of Malachi. For our purposes, we pick it up in verse 6: 
 

“‘A son honors his father, and a servant his master. Then if I am a father, where is 
My honor? And if I am a master, where is My respect?’ says the LORD of hosts to 
you, O priests who despise My name. But you say, ‘How have we despised Your 
name?’ (Answer) You are presenting defied food upon My altar. But you say, ‘How 
have we defiled You?’ In that you say, ‘The table of the LORD is to be despised.’ But 
when you present the blind for sacrifice, is it not evil? And when you present the lame 
and sick, is it not evil? Why not offer it to your governor? Would he be pleased with 
you? Or would he receive you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts. (Vs. 6-8) 
 

So here goes the dialogue. God says, “If I am a father, I should be treated with honor. If I am the 
master, I should be treated with respect.” And the priests get defensive, “How have we dishonored 
You? How have we disrespected You?” God says, “Well, you despised Me because you’ve 
despised My table.” They say, “Wait a minute, how have we despised You?” What they are 
thinking is, “Hey, we’ve fulfilled the obligation; we’ve checked it off the list; we’ve done the 
required duty.” But God comes back and says, “No, wait a minute. You’ve despised Me because 
you have brought Me the table scraps, the leftovers. You’ve brought Me the blind and the lame and 
the sick.” The requirement was that the people would bring to the priest and the priest to God the 
best that they had. It was to be a reflection of their worship of God and because they were 
worshipping God—they were passionate about God because God had their hearts—it would be 
reflected that they would give God the best that they had.  
 
Now just imagine this scene as they are begrudgingly, resentfully, seeking to fulfill the obligation of 
giving something to God. So let’s look around the flock: That one is blind; he’ll never survive; give 
that one to God. This one is sick; he’ll probably die tomorrow; give that one to God. This one is 
lame; there’s no way this one will survive; give that one to God. God doesn’t say that’s being 
cheap. God says that is evil because it reflects a heart that despises God, a heart that devalues God, 
a heart that isn’t with God. Let’s do as little as possible in order to still fulfill this religious 
obligation. So what God says is, “Why don’t you try that on the governor? Why don’t you try that 
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in some human relationship with someone who has power over you and see how that person 
responds to such a lame gift?”  
 
Now put this in a context that would make sense to you. Let’s say you are a business owner. Would 
you be satisfied with people coming to work every day figuring out creative ways to give as little as 
possible? How do we clock in and give as little as possible? I will give the least amount of my time, 
of my talent; I will give the least amount of effort possible. I will give the lame and the sick and the 
blind; I’ll give the table scraps. In what context will you as a business owner say, “I want that”? Put 
it in a context in a marriage. At what point would you be satisfied to have a spouse figure out ways 
to give you the least possible—the least amount of love, the least amount of attention? Somehow I 
have to fulfill my marital obligations but I’ve got to figure out how to give as little as possible. In 
what human context would that ever be acceptable? So why would we think that’s acceptable to 
God?   
 
I think sometimes we misunderstand. We go home and we look at our budgets and we look at our 
finances and we think, “Boy, in order to be generous to God, I would really have to give up some 
things. I mean, it would actually cost me something.” I think we miss the point: It’s supposed to cost 
me something—that’s the whole point! It’s not meant to be the table scraps; it’s not meant to be the 
lame and the sick and the blind. It’s not meant to be the surplus, whatever I can spare. It’s actually 
meant to be the best that I have—the best of my time, the best of my talent, the best of my treasure 
because it reflects my heart for God. I generously give to that which I’m passionate about. We all 
do. If I find myself giving God the leftovers, the table scraps, trying to figure out some way I can 
fulfill an obligation and it won’t cost me much, it reflects how we feel about God. And it’s 
important to understand how God feels about that, to understand it’s supposed to cost me 
something. That is part of my worship; that’s part of the gift.  
 
David was looking for a piece of ground on which he could make a sacrifice to God. When the land 
owner realized David wanted the ground in order to worship God, the land owner offered to give 
David the piece of ground. And David responded by saying, “No, I must purchase the ground 
because I will not give to God that which cost me nothing.”  
 
A reflection of a heart of passion and worship for God is to give God the best that I have. Now this 
relates to our time; this relates to our talent as well as our treasures—and it isn’t just what happens 
on this campus. It’s about how I conduct myself out in the marketplace, at work, at home, in my 
hobbies. It’s every area of my life, understanding that this for me is about something more than just 
a paycheck; it’s about something more than just making money. It’s about giving God the best that I 
have—that’s my act of worship. So out in the marketplace, I give God my best, the best of my time 
and my talent, the best of my treasure because that’s a reflection of my worship of God. It’s my 
heart that makes my offering acceptable to God.  
 
Over the years it’s been interesting to see how people have found such creative ways to try to fulfill 
their religious obligation in such a way that it costs them as little as possible. People will actually 
respond to service opportunities based on nothing more than: what is the most convenient way I can 
check this off the list, feel like I’ve done something, and it doesn’t interfere with my life much at 
all, rather than with a sense of passion and calling about what God really wants from me. In the area 
of giving, people get very creative. Oftentimes you hear people ask the question, “Do you tithe 
before or after taxes?” Now, first of all, I don’t think the Old Testament tithe applies in the new 
covenant. But I also don’t think what God would expect would be less, given what He’s done for us 
in the new covenant. But a tithe—ten percent—is at least helpful framework. Sometimes, when 
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people ask that question, they are just innocently trying to sort out all of this. But other times, 
people are trying to figure out: how can I fulfill the obligation with it costing me as little as 
possible? I’ve actually known people who have somehow, based on the Old Testament tithing 
system, rationalized that my taxes are actually my tithe. They count their taxes as generous giving 
because that’s kind of what the tithe was in the Old Testament. By the way, if you are going to use 
that logic, the Old Testament tithe was thirty-three percent—three tithes, one every three years—so 
if you are going to use that logic, you owe thirty-three percent, not ten percent,  just so you know 
that.  
 
I’ve known people that have actually justified their giving money to the university in order to then 
purchase football tickets or basketball tickets and they count that as their tithe toward God. Now 
understand, there’s no problem with giving money to the university to get football tickets or 
basketball tickets—sounds like fun to me. But that’s just to purchase a ticket; it in no way is some 
sort of a tithe to God. At the end of the day, the goal is not to figure out clever ways to give as little 
as possible and still feel like you’ve fulfilled the obligation. The goal is to learn to be generous. This 
is my act of worship. I want to give God the best of my time, the best of my talent, the best of my 
treasure, because that reflects how I feel about God. In verse 9, he says: 
 

“But now will you not entreat God’s favor, that He may be gracious to us? With such 
an offering on your part, will He receive any of you kindly?” says the LORD of hosts.  
   

Verse 9 is basically saying, “Do you really think you can give God the table scraps, the surplus, the 
leftovers, the lame, the blind, the sick, and then turn right around and expect God to bless you with 
generosity?” He’s challenging why they would think that. Why would we think that God would 
enable us to continue to live a selfish, greedy life? Again, I’ve seen this so much over the years. 
People do their own thing; they live selfish, greedy lives but they have this expectation that grace 
means God is still obligated to pour out His blessing on us, to be generous to us. Another way of 
saying that is, “God is obligated to enable me to continue to be selfish and greedy as a Christian.” 
When I say it that way, it’s obvious that’s certainly not the case.  
 
Now grace does have some challenges. It is true that on the basis of God’s grace, on the basis of 
Jesus’ finished work on the cross, everything that we’ve talked about in Ephesians is true of you as 
a believer, regardless of your performance. You may be selfish and greedy to the core, but those 
things are still true of you. That’s part of the scandalous nature of God’s grace. But grace doesn’t 
mean God is indifferent toward your behavior. It doesn’t mean that your behavior doesn’t matter to 
God. How you treat God reflects how you feel about God. Your offering is a reflection of whether 
you really understand grace or not. There’s just simply no way you could really understand amazing 
grace, and that makes you selfish and greedy. There’s just no way! That’s a reflection of the fact 
that you still don’t get it. You are more interested in taking advantage of God than you are 
worshipping God.  
 
The New Testament is very clear that even though this positional truth is true of you and that is 
magnificent—that’s amazing grace—there’s still a reality to the choices you make and the 
consequences of those choices. What you sow, you do reap. There are some practical realities of the 
choices we make, and when we choose a life of selfishness, a life of greed, a life of ourselves first, 
we fail to really experience the goodness and the generosity and the blessings of God that God longs 
for us to know—to understand God is a very generous God; it’s His very nature to be generous. I 
believe God longs to pour out His blessings on us. I’ve believed for years that the biggest limiting 
factor for God being generous to us is what that generosity does to us. It messes us up. It makes us 
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selfish; it makes us greedy. It causes us to begin to depend and find our security in our stuff, to find 
our significance there. It’s the things we talked about last week. I believe God longs to be more 
generous, but He limits that because it messes up how we think and what we trust and what we 
worship.  The text goes on to say, verse 10: 
 

“Oh that there were one among you who would shut the gates, that you might not 
uselessly kindle fire on My altar! I am not pleased with you,” says the LORD of hosts, 
“nor will I accept an offering from you. For from the rising of the sun even to its 
setting, My name will be great among the nations, and in every place incense is going 
to be offered to My name, and a grain offering that is pure; for My name will be great 
among the nations,” says the LORD of hosts. “But you are profaning it, in that you 
say, ‘The table of the LORD is defiled, and as for its fruit, its food is to be despised.’ 
You also say, ‘My, how tiresome it is!’…” (Vs. 10-12a)     
 

That Hebrew word that’s translated tiresome is the exact same word that is used of the Hebrew 
people when they wandered in the wilderness for forty years and they said, “Oh, how tiresome this 
is!” The people in Malachi’s day, the priests in Malachi’s day, were saying, “Having to give God 
this offering, this religious obligation is such a burden. It’s so tiresome; we are so sick of it.”  
 

… “‘My, how tiresome it is!’ And you disdainfully sniff at it,” says the LORD of 
hosts, “and you bring what was taken by robbery and what is lame or sick; so you 
bring the offering! Should I receive that from your hand?” says the LORD. “But 
cursed be the swindler who has a male in his flock and vows it, but sacrifices a 
blemished animal to the LORD, for I am a great King,” says the LORD of hosts, “and 
My name is feared among the nations.” (Vs. 12b-14) 
  

The text says that God says, “I would prefer you just shut the gates and stop bringing any offering at 
all, rather than how you’re bringing this offering—this sense of duty, this sense of obligation, this 
sense of this is such a burden to have to worship this lame God.” Their offerings were a reflection 
of how they felt about God. Some of them actually went out and stole a lamb from someone else’s 
flock in order to fulfill the obligation to bring something.   
 
But the other part of this text that is very important is God says, “I will not take this. I am not 
pleased with this. As a matter of fact, you need to know I am God, and from the rising of the sun to 
the setting of the sun—in other words, from one end of the earth to the other end of the earth—I am 
God. And I am the King of kings and I am the Lord of lords and I will be worshipped, and I will be 
praised because I am God.” It is God’s way of saying, “At the end of the day, I still am God. You 
can’t change that; you can’t diminish that. Whether you recognize that and whether you worship Me 
that way, that’s up to you. But you need to know, you can’t change Me; you can’t diminish Me. I 
still am the God of the universe.  
 
It’s a very important reminder, at the end of the day, when we treat God that way, when we give 
God the sick and the lame, when we give God the table scraps and the leftovers of our time and our 
talent and our treasure, at the end of the day, we are not diminishing God; at the end of the day, we 
are not changing God. You can’t diminish God. He is God and He will always reign as God. So 
what has been diminished is you—what’s been diminished is you. God doesn’t have a cash flow 
problem. God doesn’t have a service problem. God can get any job done any way He wants. But 
God is the God of the universe and has invited you into what He’s doing. God has invited you into a 
relationship with Him to celebrate, to find your life in Him, to worship Him. If you choose not to, if 
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you choose to despise God and diminish God and give God the table scraps and the leftovers, it’s 
very important to understand, the one who’s losing out isn’t God. The one who’s losing out is you. 
You are experiencing less life; you are experiencing less significance; you are experiencing less of 
what God wants you to experience in your life with Him.  
 
Now I realize an argument can be made: “You know, I appreciate all of this, but that’s Old 
Testament stuff; it’s old covenant stuff.”  I understand that; I’d be happy to have that conversation. 
But you have to realize, even though there are significant differences between the old covenant and 
the new, and the temple system and life in the new covenant, God is the same yesterday, today and 
forever, and how He felt about Cain’s gift, how He felt about Saul’s gift when he offered an 
unacceptable offering, how He felt in Malachi’s time when they offered the table scraps and the 
leftovers, how He felt when He did not accept the worship of the hypocritical Pharisees, how He felt 
when Ananias and Sapphira tried to give a second rate offering is the same—because God is the 
same! Whether you are talking about the old covenant or the new covenant, it’s the same God, and 
God has never wanted to receive the table scraps, the leftovers, because it reflects a heart that isn’t 
with Him. It reflects how we feel about God.  But thankfully God always stands, waiting for us to 
return. Flip over to Malachi, Chapter 3, in verse 7: 
 

“From the days of your fathers you have turned aside from My statutes and have not 
kept them. Return to Me, and I will return to you,” says the LORD of hosts. “But you 
say, ‘How shall we return?’”  
 

This is like the heart of the father of the prodigal son. No matter what we’ve done, God always 
stands waiting for us to return. God longs for us to worship Him, that He might pour out His 
generosity and His blessing upon us. So He invites them back. Rather than having soft humble 
hearts, they basically respond by saying, “How shall we return?” What’s implied in that is, “We 
don’t even know what you are talking about; we haven’t walked away,” again their obstinate hearts. 
Verse 8: 
 

“Will a man rob God? Yet you are robbing Me! (They respond by saying) But you say, 
‘How have robbed You?’ (They are defensive, they are obstinate; we don’t even know 
what you are talking about.  God, it’s not our fault. Answer) In tithes and offerings. You 
are cursed with a curse, for you are robbing Me, the whole nation of you! Bring the 
whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in My house, and test Me 
now in this,” says the LORD of hosts, “if I will not open for you the windows of 
heaven and pour out for you a blessing until it overflows.” (Vs. 3:8-10) 

 
God says, “Return to Me!” They say, “How shall we return? We didn’t leave!” God says, 
“Actually, you are robbing Me!” They are defensive and obstinate, “How have we robbed You? 
We don’t know what You are talking about.” “In your tithes and offerings you have brought Me the 
sick and the lame and the blind. You’ve brought Me the table scraps. You have despised Me; you 
have given Me less than I deserve as your Father, and as your Master and as your God.” God again 
calls them to think about what they are doing and challenges them to trust Him, and see if He won’t 
be faithful to bless them and to be generous to them.  
 
Imagine after the service you give me a very generous check and you say, “I would like this gift to 
go to planting churches in India or to helping the homeless in Lincoln.” You have something very 
specific that you say to me—and I agree to that. But the strangest thing happens over the next 
couple of months. I buy a brand new fishing boat; Patti and I take a little trip to Hawaii; I get a new 
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vehicle. You get a little suspicious, and you investigate and you figure out that I took the gift that 
you gave me for a very specific purpose and I consumed it all on myself. How would you feel about 
that? I’m guessing you wouldn’t be pleased.  
 
How is it any different when God gives us our time and our talent and our treasures for God’s 
purposes, that we might use what we’ve been given, that we might steward what we’ve been given 
for God’s purposes, to invest ourselves in that which matters forever. How is it different if we take 
that and we consume it upon ourselves? We live selfish, greedy lives, and we take what God has 
given and we just simply consume it all on ourselves. How is that any different? How is that not 
robbing God? How is that not stealing from God and using that for purposes other than what He 
intended.  
 
The invitation of Malachi 3 is God saying, “Test Me”. I challenge you to go from Genesis to 
Revelation and find how many passages in which God says, “Test me”. I’ll tell you right now, it’s 
very, very, very rare. Most of the time the texts say, “Don’t test God that way,” but God says, “Test 
Me! I’m telling you I want to be generous to you; I want to pour out my blessing on you. I want life 
to be different for you than it is. But you have to trust Me; you have to give Me your heart. If you 
give Me your heart, it will be reflected in your offering of your time, your talents and your 
treasures. As you trust Me with your life, I will open up the heavens and I will pour out my blessing 
on you.”  
 
Now the prosperity preachers really twist this up, as if God is some sort of a slot machine, and you 
give God a little, so He pours out a lot. That’s not what he’s saying. God gives you so much more 
than something as invaluable as money. Something that really has value are the blessings of God, 
the security of God, the significance of God. God ultimately says, “I want to bless you. I want you 
to know my generosity, if you would just trust me.”  
 
Again people might say, “Well that’s kind of the Old Testament, old covenant thing.” Fine! He says 
almost the exactly same words in 2 Corinthians 8 and 9: “He who sows sparingly will reap 
sparingly; he who sows generously will reap generously.” And that is in a context talking about 
offering money to God. God wants to be generous. God wants to pour out blessings upon us if we 
are willing to trust Him, to surrender our lives to Him, to surrender our hearts to Him, which will be 
reflected in what we do with our time and our talents and our treasures.  
 
At the end of the day, I don’t know if you are generous or not.  I don’t have any access to your 
giving records. I don’t know if you give a lot or a little. You don’t answer to me. But as your pastor 
and someone who genuinely cares about you, I just thought you needed to know how God feels 
when we give Him the table scraps, when we give Him the lame and the sick and the blind, when 
we give Him the surplus, when we give Him the leftovers, when we give Him whatever we can 
spare of our time and our talent and our treasures. I just thought you needed to know how God feels 
about that.  
 
And I also thought you needed to understand that what you give to God is a reflection of how you 
feel about God. You can do everything in your power to explain that away, but that is true. We 
passionately give what we have to that which matters most to us. I also wanted to challenge you to 
trust God, to take Him up on His challenge to test Him, to see if He’s telling the truth that if we trust 
Him, if we surrender our lives to Him, that God longs to be generous to you and to pour out His 
blessings upon you...if we are just willing to trust Him. 
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Our Father, this morning, my prayer would be that we as the people of God would 
trust You. God, there are so many in this room who get this; they live this way 
every day. They seek to be faithful stewards of their time, their talent and their 
treasures. And, God, we celebrate them today. God, I know there are others here 
this morning that struggle. The gifts and the offerings that they offer to You reflect 
hearts that aren’t really with You. God, perhaps to them it feels like nothing more 
than a religious obligation. God, my prayer is that those people would rethink 
their hearts, rethink what matters, and with courage and faith and passion, would 
give You the best that they have, that they might experience Your blessing and 
Your generosity. In Jesus’ Name.  Amen.  
 

 
Video: 
   
Charles: We are Charles and Donna Williams. We’ve been giving to Berean since 1973. I had the 
privilege of being raised in a Christian home where giving was a part of that home. So, at a very 
early age I was taught to tithe from the paper route money, from the money that was earned while 
working on farms, bailing hay, and it just became a part of the routine.  
 
Donna: I grew up in an un-churched home but I became a Christian when I was in fifth grade. And I 
remember the pastor saying from the pulpit, “If you can’t give ten cents out of a dollar, then you’ll 
never be able to give a dollar out of ten, or ten out of a hundred.” So I started tithing if I babysat or 
from my paper route, and it did become a natural thing. So when we were married, I don’t even 
remember having a discussion about, “Are we going to tithe?” because that was a pattern 
fortunately that we had started when we were real young and didn’t have hardly any money. 
 
Charles: Not to say that there weren’t times when you question—when there’re bills that are piling 
up or the car needs to be repaired, and you are writing that check for giving and in the back of your 
mind you really wonder, “Should I really be doing this, because we need to pay bills?” But we 
found that God always supplied our needs and we weren’t lacking. So each time we did that, it just 
strengthened our faith that the next time those circumstances came about, we knew God would 
provide and we need to continue to give according to the Scriptures.  
 
Donna: I remember Pastor Lehman helping broaden our view about giving—that it’s not just 10%. 
It’s giving out of your supply or your wealth. So, at some point, we started giving over and above 
the 10%.  
 
Charles: We don’t need to have the biggest house, the greatest cars and things, but God has met 
every need.  
 
Donna: We did have some wants too. A lot of things are just wants.  
 
Charles: I can remember when the girls were in college, things were tight. From an early age we 
had decided we wanted to help our girls in their education. We set money aside, but it just went so 
quickly as we continued to write those checks to the colleges. It was a tough time to say we are still 
going to give. I still, to this day, don’t know how we financially were able to do that, but God was 
able to provide.  
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Donna: You know, I just retired, and Charlie has been somewhat retired for several years. When 
you think about being on a fixed income, I think that we are entering a new phase of our lives about 
giving, in that we don’t have that earning power that we’ve had in the past. So there may be some 
tests ahead about: are you going to continue to trust God and believe that for these forty-one years 
of marriage, He’s been faithful. Can He continue to provide? So that’ll be our faith challenge I think 
going forward. 
 
Charles: We are looking for ways God can use us above and beyond and still be wise stewards of 
our resources. We’ll be wise stewards of our resources because God’s command is to be wise 
stewards. 
 
Donna: In forty-one years, we have seen a lot. 
 
Charles: Yes, we have.  
 
Donna: I don’t have any regrets about giving.  
 
Charles: We didn’t know we will be a small part of a church this size—now to see lives being 
changed, people being reached for Jesus Christ, missions’ work that’s being done. Those are all 
blessings that we have been able to receive. What do you put as a cost to that? What did that cost us 
by that giving? I don’t know the total dollars, but to us, there is no limit to God’s blessing and He 
just keeps doing that. 
 
Donna: I think for us, blessings have come in giving to other people. Also, in being able to be 
content with what we have—and we have a lot, really!  
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