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Let the Walls Come Down 
The Truth about our Life in Christ  

Ephesians 2:11-22 
Pastor Bryan Clark 

 
Years ago in my previous church I had a really nice office. It was on the second floor, kind of up 
above the auditorium, had two big windows and those windows looked out over the elementary 
playground. So it wasn’t at all unusual that sometime during the day, I’d stand at the window and 
just watch the kids play at the playground—and for the most part that was kind of a happy moment. 
But, year after year I saw something that always made my heart sad. If you would watch day after 
day, you would notice there were certain kids that never fit in. They always played by themselves; 
they were never with the rest of the kids. They just obviously weren’t accepted and they didn’t fit. 
And I would find myself thinking, “What would it be like, day after day, week after week, year after 
year, to know you just didn’t fit?” And I would selfishly pray, “God, don’t let that be my kid...don’t 
let that be my kid!” But I would also find myself thinking, “Maybe that’s how God feels.” Every 
single person, fearfully and wonderfully made, made on purpose for a purpose, with so much hope 
and potential. But somehow, in this life, we create an environment where they don’t fit, they don’t 
belong, they’re not accepted, where people hate one another and kill one another. What must it look 
like from God’s point of view, as He sees what we’ve done to His world? Some of you know 
exactly what that feels like. You struggled with that as a kid; some of you struggle with it today 
that, “I just don’t fit; I don’t belong; I’m not accepted; I’ve always felt that.” But what if it didn’t 
have to be that way? What if there was a place where you knew you were always loved, you were 
always accepted, you were always celebrated, you always belonged? What if that place would 
define your forever? But, what if it wasn’t just your forever? What if we could actually experience 
at least a taste of that today...now?  
 
That’s what we want to talk about this morning. If you have a Bible, turn with us to Ephesians, 
Chapter two. Continuing our study in the book of Ephesians, we’re picking it up this week in 
chapter 2, verse 11. That starts with the word Therefore, and you know the adage: “Whenever you 
see the word ‘therefore,’ you stop and see what it’s ‘there for’.” It always forces you to go 
backwards in the text and figure out what the previous discussion was. That’s fairly simple: “For by 
grace you have been saved through faith, that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, so that no one 
should boast.” For you are His masterpiece; therefore, live like it. So that’s what precedes it, which 
gets us to verse 11, 
 

Therefore remember... 
 
Now, remember is one of those words we would probably read over and not give a lot of thought 
to. If you’ve been taking up the challenge to read through the book of Ephesians once a week, 
remember is probably one of those words you’ve just read over with little thought. But it is worth 
noting that in Ephesians 1, 2 and 3—in the first three chapters of Ephesians—there’s only one 
imperative; there’s only one command given. And that is the word remember. Ephesians 1, 2, and 
3—the only command given is to remember. We’ve talked a lot about the fact that ultimately what 
we believe determines how we live. The battle is really not fought in managing behavior; it’s in 
determining what I believe. In my gut of guts, what do I believe to be true? Because what I believe 
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will ultimately determine how I live. So, the idea here is we need to remember in order to live the 
way we should live. 

Therefore remember, that formerly you, the Gentiles in the flesh, who are called 
“Uncircumcision” by the so-called “Circumcision,” which is performed in the flesh  
 by human hands—   (*NASB, Ephesians 2:11) 

 
I have to tell you, this text that we’re covering this morning is one of those texts that you can read 
through it and come to the end of it and say, “I have no idea what I just read.” It is really confusing, 
so all I’m saying is, “Hang in there.” We’re going to try and define the parts and then put it all 
together. 
 
The idea is that he’s writing to the Greeks—the Gentiles—in Ephesus, and basically anybody that 
was not Jewish was considered a Gentile, or this name the uncircumcised. And they were named 
the uncircumcised by the so-called circumcised. This idea of uncircumcised is a derogatory term. 
It’s a term of derision; it’s a put-down by the so-called circumcised. Now the way Paul frames this 
is, “The so-called circumcised,” and then he says, “which, by the way, is nothing more than a 
human religious ritual done by human hands.” In other words, he’s saying that these kinds of self-
righteous Hebrew hypocrites have completely forgotten what circumcision was about and now, for 
them, it’s merely a religious ritual that they think somehow separates them from everyone else. So 
they’re the so-called circumcised and they put down everybody else, who are the uncircumcised. 
We might say in today’s world—and there’s probably always been these same two groups—there 
are the self-righteous, religious moralists who think, for whatever reason, they’re a cut-above, and 
they look down on the rest of the world as being something other and something less. So the rest of 
the world is the secularists and the irreligious and whoever else might be in that category. The way 
this text is framed is actually just like chapter 2, verses 1-10, “This is what you were,” and then, 
“This is what you are now, so then live that way.” So he’s saying, “Remember, this is what you 
were.” Verse 12,  
 

remember that you were at that time, separate from Christ, 
      (everything that we’ve talked about in Ephesians did not belong to the Gentiles before,) 
excluded from the commonwealth of Israel, 
      (excluded from the citizenship with all the perks and privileges that go with that,) 
and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 

 
So Paul’s writing to these Gentiles and saying, “Remember, at one time you were on the outside 
looking in with no basis for hope.” In the ancient world, even though there were all these pagan, 
idolatrous religions, kind of the word on the street was that there was one God who sits supreme 
over all gods and that is the one God of the Hebrew people. People understood that if there was one 
God who was going to rock the joint, it was the God of the Hebrew people. So, there was this sense 
that they were excluded from that, excluded specifically from the covenants of promise.  
 
Basically the argument goes like this—that the Jewish people understood through their best days 
and mostly through their worst days that there was hope because God made a promise. God made a 
promise that one day He would send a Messiah; one day He would send a Savior; one day He would 
send a deliverer, so no matter how dark it got, God would, one day, send a Messiah to deliver them! 
So even in their worst days there was this thread of hope. The Gentiles—the Greeks—those outside 
of the Hebrew people, had no claim to such a promise. The idolatrous, pagan religions that defined 
everyone else were not religions of hope. They had no concept of hope. There was no sense of a 
deliverer, no sense of a savior, no sense of hope. The best they could expect is if somehow, through 
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all their religious activity, they might merit enough favor that the gods wouldn’t clobber them 
today. That’s kind of the best they had to hope for.  
In this time period, the Greeks—basically the Greek culture—had faded away. The Roman Empire 
was now in control. The Greeks considered the Romans to be barbarians. The glory days of the 
Greeks had come and gone. There was no hope; there was nothing to live for. Life was full of 
despair. There really was just nothing that they could claim that gave them any reason to live. One 
historian referred to the first century Roman Empire as “the age of suicide”. It was just so common 
that people took their own lives; there was just simply no reason to live. So Paul’s saying, 
“Remember, this is who you were. You were on the outside looking in; you had no promises to 
claim; you had no hope; you had no future; there virtually was nothing to live for—no hope in the 
world at all.” 
 
I think a lot of people feel that same way today. This week I was listening to a secular radio station, 
and I was struck again by the lyrics of the songs: filled with this sense of despair, this sense of 
hopelessness, this sense that there are no answers, there’s no hope, there’s no tomorrow, there’s just 
nothing to live for! I know there’s a lot of discussion today about the Millennials and how unique 
the Millennials are, and I think some of that is true. But, in large part, I don’t think they’re unique at 
all. As someone who grew up in the 60’s and the 70’s, I think the millennial generation is very 
similar to us. Our music is very similar; the lyrics are very similar; the despair is similar; the 
hopelessness is very similar. There is this sense in which there is no hope in any direction I look. 
You have that same sense of being on the outside looking in and there’s just no answer. So, that’s 
what they were. Verse 13...But now, 
  

But now in Christ Jesus, (That’s the code language...now in Christ...everything is different.                                 
Paul will use the phrase “in Him” or “in Christ” eleven times in this text this morning.) 

 
But now in Christ Jesus you who formerly were far off have been brought near (How?) 
By the blood of Christ. (...through the death, burial and resurrection of Christ.)  
For He Himself... (That’s emphatic—nobody else...all grace) ...He Himself, is our peace... 

 
That Greek word that’s translated peace is a very interesting word. It goes far beyond just the 
absence of conflict. As a matter of fact, most scholars believe it’s the Greek equivalent to the 
Hebrew ‘shalom’, really carrying this idea of mutual flourishing, a sense in which we create an 
environment where all of us flourish together. “So, this is possible in Christ,” is what he’s saying. 
 

For He Himself is our peace, who made both groups into one and broke down the 
barrier of the dividing wall, by abolishing in His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of 
commandments contained in ordinances, so that in Himself He might make the two 
into one new man... (Vs. 14-15) 

 
Now, that is just classic for the verses in this section where you come out of it and say, “I have 
absolutely no idea what you just said.” It really is clumsy language, but let me tell you, kind of 
breaking it down piece by piece. He’s talking about the Gentiles and having this barrier of a 
dividing wall. Now what does he mean by that?  
 
There’s debate about exactly what Paul is referring to. One sizeable camp believes he’s referring to 
the temple and the temple itself created an imagery or a picture that made it very clear that the 
Gentiles were on the outside looking in. God dwelt in the temple in the Holy of Holies. Outside of 
that, the holy place, and then the courtyard, and eventually you got to the outer ring which was 
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called the Court of the Gentiles. This was the court that the Gentiles could come into but there was a 
wall that separated that court and it was very clear that the Gentiles were not allowed past that wall. 
They were very serious about this. Archaeologists today have dug up remains of these walls and 
they have found signs that were on these walls that made it very clear: If the Gentiles went past that 
barrier, farther into the court, it was under penalty of death—and the Judaizers were not joking. It 
was not an idle threat. You read in the Book of Acts, there’s a story there where they (the Judaizers) 
believe that Paul had taken a Gentile, an Ephesian, actually past the court of the Gentiles, into the 
court beyond that and they were so upset by that that they captured him; they hauled him out with 
the intent to beat him to death. And they were well on their way to beating him to death, when the 
only thing that saved his life is the Roman guards came and stopped the beating. You get a sense 
they were very serious about this. No Gentile was allowed beyond that barrier.  
 
So imagine if you’re a Gentile and you have some sense that the only real God that could provide 
any sort of peace or hope, the only God that could really rock the joint, He lives in there and it’s 
very clear that this wall divides me from in there and there is simply no way in. There would be this 
constant reminder, “I don’t fit; I don’t belong, and there’s nothing I can do to change that.” 
 
There are other scholars that think it’s a reference to the Law because the Rabbis believe that 
ultimately what separated the Jewish people from the rest of the world, the Gentiles, was the Law. 
The moral law—that on the basis of our law, on the basis of our morality, on the basis of our 
practices, we are a cut-above. We are the people of God and that separates us from the rest of the 
world. There’s a lot of merit to that view because of what he says in verse 15—by abolishing in 
His flesh the enmity, which is the Law of commandments contained in ordinances...  
 
An ordinance is like a decree of the King, so saying that Jesus abolished the enmity—that tension 
that was created by the Law. So when Jesus walked on this earth, Jesus said, “I have come to fulfill 
the Law.” Paul says He came to abolish the law so we’re left with the question, “Which is it?” And 
the answer is, “It’s both.” The word abolish means to render inoperative and by fulfilling the law, 
He rendered it inoperative. Basically, this way Jesus perfectly fulfilled the law. He perfectly 
fulfilled the moral Law of Moses. He kept it perfectly. That’s what made Him the perfect sacrifice 
for sin. But the law also was full of shadows and pictures and reminders that God made a promise. 
This goes all the way back to Genesis 3:15, that the seed of a woman would ultimately crush the 
head of the serpent. The promise then is made to Abram—that, “Abram, through you will come this 
seed of a woman and through your seed all the nations of the world will be blessed.” So the temple, 
the festivals, the feasts, the sacrificial system, the Sabbath—all these things were pictures and 
reminders that God made a promise and one day He would keep that promise. Colossians says these 
things were shadows of what was to come. But once the substance comes, the shadows are no 
longer necessary.  
 
Paul makes the same argument in 2 Corinthians 3, that the law of the covenant had this fading 
glory. At one time it was necessary to reveal the need for a Messiah, and to create these shadows 
and pictures as reminders that God made a promise and He will keep that promise. But now that the 
Messiah has come and perfectly fulfilled the promise, we no longer need the shadows; we no longer 
need the old covenant; we no longer need the temple. So it was a fading glory—here today, gone 
tomorrow. It’s been replaced by a greater glory, the glory of the fulfillment of the Messiah.  So, 
because Jesus fulfilled the law, in the same sense He abolished it—thereby removing the barrier 
between the Gentiles and the Jews.  And now, on the basis of grace, the fulfillment of the promise 
through this Messiah, all the nations of the world would be blessed. He said He did that so that in 
Himself He might make the two into one new man, 
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The world man there is not gender specific—one new mankind, one new humankind. In other  
words, to push through all the things that separate us—whether it’s Jew or Gentile, whether it’s 
black or white, whether it’s rich or poor, whether it’s Republican or Democrat. Whatever it is that 
separates people, to push through that, there is a new, greater reality that’s deeper, more rich, more 
powerful than whatever divides us and that is that now we can be one humankind in Christ. There is 
a reality that every person that is in Christ is equal in every way. It goes back to what you once 
were. Every single one of us, regardless of our story or our race or anything else, we were dead in 
sin—by nature, children of wrath—no exception to that. And the only hope was outside 
intervention—that by God and His finished work on the cross, offering salvation as a gift of His 
grace, He would make a way that we could be in Christ. Every single person now in Christ is 
equally loved, equally righteous, equally accepted, equally hope-filled. We all are equal because it 
has nothing to do with our performance or anything else in our story.  It’s all Christ. So that’s what 
he’s saying: Now there is the possibility of a new humankind, rooted in this truth of grace...so that 
in Himself He might make the two into one new man, thus establishing peace...shalom—this 
environment where we can mutually flourish together. Verse 16: 
 

...and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it 
having put to death the enmity. (Then he quotes from Isaiah.) AND HE CAME AND 
PREACHED PEACE TO YOU WHO WERE FAR AWAY, AND PEACE TO THOSE WHO 
WERE NEAR; (the Jews and the Gentiles) for through Him we both have our access  
in one Spirit to the Father. (Vs. 16-18)  

 
Now, even though that’s really kind of clumsy and awkward, a little bit hard to get your head 
around, it is very important, profound truth! I would suggest to you that the overwhelming majority 
of people in our culture today, they want this; they long for this; there’s something deep in our souls 
that says, “We want a world that’s different than the world that we live in. We want a world where 
everyone is loved and everyone is accepted, and everyone is celebrated. We want a world where 
people don’t hate each other and kill each other and fight with each other all the time.” We feel that 
deeply in our souls. 
 
I would suggest to you this is where political correctness comes from. There are well-intentioned 
people that, deep in their heart of hearts, want something different. They really do want something 
better.  They want a place where people are loved, where people are accepted, and people fit. That’s 
what they want, but they have no idea how to get there because their worldview simply doesn’t 
allow it to be possible. They have no core belief system. They have no core value system. They 
have no worldview that can build a foundation that makes it possible. It’s interesting, now we have 
raised generations extolling the wonder of the “survival of the fittest” and then we’re so surprised 
when people actually live that way. And there’s something deep within us that says, “That just 
doesn’t seem right; that’s not good; that’s not the world I want to live in.” We celebrate the idea that 
the strong ultimately defeat the weak because ultimately something good comes out of that and yet 
when people live that way, something in us says, “That’s not right. That’s not the world we want. 
That’s not the way we want it to be.” There’s something deep within us that pushes against that and 
says, “We want something better, something different from that.” The problem is the prevailing 
worldview simply has no foundational philosophy or belief system to make it possible. So the only 
thing we’re left with is trying to manage and control the externals. That is the substance of political 
correctness—that we just redefine and we have new labels and we have all these politically correct 
ideas. So, from the outside in, we try to manage people so that they’ll treat one another differently. 
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It’s why we have these strange policies and these weird laws. It’s just an attempt to manage the 
externals because we don’t know how to change the foundation to make it work. 
What Paul just said is that there is a worldview to make it happen. There is a belief system; there is 
a core, foundational belief system that makes it possible—to understand that at one point we were 
all spiritually dead, by nature children of wrath, all equal in that, equally lost, equally without hope, 
no exceptions to that. The only hope was divine intervention and on the basis of God’s grace and 
God’s grace alone we were offered salvation freely as a gift. None of us earned it; none of us 
deserved it; none of us merited it. We all simply received it by faith. The moment you accept Christ 
as Savior, you are in Christ and every single one of us, regardless of your race, regardless of your 
social status, regardless of your story or your past, regardless if you were a self-righteous, religious 
moralist or the most pagan person on the face of the planet, none of that is relevant. It’s all in 
Christ—equally loved, equally accepted, equally celebrated forever! It provides a theological, 
philosophical base to push beyond everything that divides us and with a greater reality, a belief 
system that says, “On the basis of this we come together as one people to create one new humankind 
in a place where everyone can flourish together.” That’s the essence of what he just said.  
 
So then...verse 19—if you’re inclined to mark your Bible—verse 12: remember what you were; 
verse 13: But now, this is who you are in Christ; verse 19: So then, live like it! 
 
      So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints...  
 
Strangers would be what we would refer to as undocumented, illegal immigrants. They’re people 
that aren’t supposed to be there. They live below the radar, with all of the struggles that go with 
that. The idea of aliens would then be someone who is legally an immigrant, but a sense in which, 
“I don’t belong here. This isn’t my home. I don’t fit.” So he says...  
 

you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints,  
and are of God’s household, having been built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets,  (Vs. 19-20a) 
 

The word order there does matter. He’s not talking about Old Testament prophets and the apostles. 
He’s talking about the apostles and the New Testament prophets that declare this new message of 
the covenant, the message of grace. 

 
...the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus Himself being the corner stone, in whom the 
whole building, being fitted together, is growing into a holy temple in the Lord; in 
whom you also are being built together into a dwelling of God in the Spirit. (Vs. 20b-22) 

 
The idea that Jesus is the corner stone; he’s the anchor that makes all this possible. Now we, today, 
when we think of a corner stone, we think of a little stone and maybe it has the date or maybe some 
word on it. But the corner stone in the ancient world was massive. It was like the size of a railroad 
boxcar and it basically anchored the building. So when it was set, everything was built down into it 
so the weight of everything came down into this stone and it’s what kept everything in place. So 
that’s the idea. Christ is that corner stone. Everything is built into Him. It’s Christ and Christ alone 
that makes this possible—this new temple—this new dwelling place of God.  
 
It is interesting. There are many verses in the New Testament that refer to this idea that we are the 
temple of God. There are a couple of verses that refer to us individually as the temple of God or the 
temple of the Holy Spirit—that my body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. We in America, we tend to 
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grab those, hang on to them, and we really embrace this idea that I, individually, am the temple of 
God. It’s kind of me, myself and God. I’m the church; I’m the temple. But it’s worth noting that the 
overwhelming majority of times that this imagery is given, it’s plural; rarely is it individual. The 
New Testament really knows nothing of this concept that the church is me, myself as the temple, and 
it’s just me and God doing my own thing. The New Testament knows nothing of that. The idea is 
that we together make up the temple of God—the dwelling place of God.   
 
Now think of this as these Gentiles who, at one time, clearly understood that God lives in there and 
I’m restricted out here and there is virtually no way I will ever have access in there. But now, 
because of the grace of God, not only do they have access in there, but, essentially, they themselves 
become the very dwelling place of God. What a magnificent change in status before God!  
 
A couple of things to think about as we wrap this up: Number one, this is absolutely magnificent 
theology to understand in a world where there are so many things that divide us, that create conflict 
in our culture. In a world where the culture has no idea what to do with this, there is this 
magnificent truth that, in Christ, everything is different—that there is this reality because we were 
all equally lost, because we have all been equally saved by grace, that we stand together in Christ, 
equal in every way—equal in acceptance, equal in righteousness, equal in celebration, equal in 
being loved. There’s nobody that’s more than or less than in Christ.  
 
For years I have been making this case and I plan to continue to make this case that I believe in 
evangelical churches, we need less fixing, less judging, less managing, less reminding one another 
all the ways you’ve let me down in the past week. I think what we need is more encouraging, more 
celebrating, more accepting, more reminding. The greatest thing you could do for your fellow 
brother and sister in Christ is to consistently remind him or her that regardless of your performance 
this week, “I just need to tell you, in Christ you are utterly magnificent!” because once we start to 
believe that...once we start to believe that...we will live that! 
 
The second thing is to understand it doesn’t matter who you are, no matter where you’ve been, no 
matter what your story, no matter what’s been done to you, no matter what you’ve done. You may 
have walked through these doors this morning as a self-righteous, religious moralist, or you may 
have walked through this door believing you are the most pagan person on the face of the planet, 
believing that there is no way you could ever be accepted, that you will always be on the outside 
looking in. The scandalous nature of the gospel of grace is that regardless of who you are, where 
you’ve been, what’s been done to you, God offers you His salvation freely as a gift of His grace. 
You don’t earn it; you don’t deserve it; you don’t merit it. Like all of us, your only option is to 
simply receive it by faith. And the moment you receive it by faith, regardless of your story, you are 
as accepted, you are as celebrated, you are as loved, you are as hope-filled as any person in the 
room. It is a magnificent theological truth that makes it possible for a new humankind that can 
produce an environment where we mutually flourish together, understanding this isn’t just religious 
talk. If, again, we had our dial and we could dial in the heavenly reality, what we would see is every 
single thing that divides and separates us today as Christians would be non-existent in that reality—
not someday...today! And we would see that every single one of us stands equal in Christ before a 
holy God. If only we could just see that with eyes of faith to the degree that we actually lived that 
way.  
 
And, finally, there’s bound to be those that tend to live on the cynical side of life—that right now 
you’re thinking, “Okay, I get what you’re saying, but that’s never been my experience. Every time I 
go to church somewhere I get beat up; I’m left out; I’m not accepted. I’ve been hurt; I’ve been 
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wounded; there’s hypocrites.” On and on you go. Okay, fine. I get that, and I’m not even going to 
dispute that. I know that’s a problem because by and large we in evangelical churches don’t really 
believe what we say we believe, and that’s the evidence of that. I get that. But what if we started a 
movement to change that and what if that movement started with you? Instead of pointing fingers at 
everybody else, instead of blaming everybody else, instead of judging everybody else, instead of 
rehearsing all the ways you’ve been hurt by everybody else, what if you started by you looking in 
the mirror and making sure you believe and making sure that you understand and remembering who 
you once were and who you now are in Christ?  But not only do you see yourself through that lens, 
but you see your fellow brothers and sisters in Christ in that lens—and begin to view them through 
the lens of grace?  
 
What do you say? What do you say we start a movement? And what do you say it starts with you? 
 
 
 

Our Father, we’re thankful this morning for this magnificent truth that creates the world 
that everyone so longs for. God, everyday there are people all around us who deeply long 
for something different, something better, and simply have no idea how to get there. God, 
help us to understand what is possible in Christ. Lord, that we would see ourselves and 
one another through this lens of grace and understand the radical claim that anyone, 
regardless of his or her story can simply receive this gift by faith and enter into this new 
reality. God, I can only wonder that if we believed this and lived this, it would create such 
a culture, such an environment that the world hungers for, that others would find it 
irresistible. Lord, may that be true! In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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