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So let’s imagine this morning that you are a world-class sculptor, and you spent years making 
this beautiful sculpture that is going to travel around the world and be displayed in art museums 
and various places around the world. But because you are primarily a sculptor, you really aren’t 
interested in traveling around the world with this. You are going to hire someone to travel with 
the sculpture and talk about it and answer questions. So you come across me. I’m down on my 
luck. I’m unemployed, I need a break, and in an act of compassion, you hire me, you train me to 
represent the sculpture around the world. For the first couple of months, you go along and you 
kind of help me answer questions and process, but eventually, you think I’ve got it. So you go 
back to your next creation, and I began traveling the world with this sculpture. Everything seems 
fine, but after several months, you happen to catch me on a TV talk show. And it’s funny 
because as I’m talking about this sculpture, the pronouns have changed. It used to be that 
everything that you did, and what you were thinking, but now it’s funny the pronouns have 
changed, it’s about we. This is what we were doing, this is what we were thinking. This is how 
we created this. And you are thinking that’s kind of strange. Then a few more months pass, and 
you happen to catch me on another TV talk show. Only now the pronoun has changed again. 
Now it is exclusively me. This is what I was thinking. This is how I did this. This is how I 
created this magnificent sculpture. I am now totally taking credit for your masterpiece. Now you 
are upset. You are even offended. You found me down on my luck, with nothing really to offer. 
You gave me this job and now I’ve turned it completely around. And I’m totally taking credit for 
this masterpiece. About now, you are thinking that is really a strange story. I mean, that would 
never happen. One thing is for sure, we would never be guilty of taking credit for a masterpiece 
credited by someone else. Would we?  

That’s what we want to talk about this morning. If you have a Bible, turn with us to Ephesians 
chapter 2. Ephesians chapter 2, verses 1 through 7 are one long sentence in the original Greek 
language, I would say 8 and 9 are kind of a summary, and then verse 10 is really the climax of 
everything we’ve talked about in Ephesians so far. A lot of scholars would refer to this section of 
Ephesians as a mini Romans. It identifies what we were by nature and what we have become by 
grace. He opens in verse 1 and says: 

And you were dead in your trespasses and sins, (*NASB, Eph. 2:1) 

Were dead, past tense. Every single person in this room falls into one of two categories: either 
you were dead, or you still are dead. Those are the only two options on the table biblically 
speaking. Now sometimes people struggle with this idea of dead because it seems like I’m not 
dead. I’m very much alive. But referring to spiritual death, I would say what is biblically true is 
every person without Christ is spiritually dead and physically dying. Physical death and that long 
process of dying is actually, I think, a warning that there is yet a greater death that must be dealt 
with and that is spiritual death, to be dead in terms of your relationship to God, to be dead in 
terms of your ability to somehow merit favor, to earn righteousness, to make yourself holy 
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before a just and holy God. People struggle with the concept of spiritual death because they don’t 
see it as being real. It’s kind of like religious theory. And it’s easily dismissed. I know a lot of 
people who would quickly dismiss the concept of being spiritually dead, but would concern 
themselves a great deal about physical death because they consider physical death to be more 
real. So it all comes down to if you think that this earthly physical realm of sight is more real, 
then you would consider the physical death to be the greater death. But as we’ve been talking 
about, if you could dial in this heavenly realm, this spiritual realm, and understand that in that 
spiritual realm, you are dead. There may be lots of very religious people doing lots of religious 
things in this world. But when you dial in this spiritual heavenly realm, what you find is they are 
not alive and making progress, they are dead. Because they are dead, they can’t make progress, 
they can’t merit favor with God, they can’t do anything. In that realm, they are just simply dead. 
Paul tells us that one day God is summing up both His earthly realm and His heavenly realm in 
Christ and ultimately, the heavenly realm will prevail and will define eternity. If you understand 
it that way, then you understand that the greater death is spiritual death because it is the death 
that will define you forever. So earthly death is a reminder that there is yet a greater death. We 
were dead in our trespasses and sins. Probably not necessary to make a big distinction between 
trespasses and sins. Trespasses would be like violating the law. Sin is the idea of missing the 
mark. But because of our sin before God, we are dead.  

in which you formerly walked (in other words, this is how we lived life, it was the only 
option because we were dead) according to the course of this world…(vs. 2a) 

Talking about this world system, basically saying that in this world, there is a world system, 
think of it as a current in a river, and that current basically flows one direction. If you take a 
corpse, someone who is dead and throw that body into the river, the body does not just float 
neutrally, the body goes with the flow. That’s the idea: You were dead, and because of that, you 
just went with the flow of the world. Best to understand the world system as that which is apart 
from God. Again, Genesis 2 reminds us that we were created to find our significance and our 
value and meaning and purpose and relationship with God. Genesis 3, because of sin, we are 
dead to God. We are cut off from God. Because of that, now I must function practically as my 
own God. I must perform to make myself significant. I must try to give myself a value. I must 
define for myself meaning and purpose. So ultimately, biblically, the world system is everything 
that goes into life apart from God. So you have this flow, you have this current that is taking me 
downstream with it. 

… according to the course of this world, according to the prince of the power of 
the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.  (vs. 2b) 

Referring to Satan and his demons, that there is a spiritual warfare, there is a spiritual power at 
war with God in the world. It will be right to say that Satan is the architect of the world system 
so while the momentum of the world carries us downstream, you might think of Satan and his 
demons as the marketers, they are the ones that put up the signs, the advertisement, the 
billboards. They are the ones that cheerlead the world system, marketing the lies and the 
deceptions, so that the people travel the path that ultimately destroys them.  

Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh (The NIV says sinful 
nature, it’s not sinful nature, it’s the Greek sarx), indulging the desires of the flesh and of 
the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest. (vs. 3) 
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Verse 3, I think, has a concern that we somehow see that description as describing someone else. 
So Paul is saying this describes every single one of us. Apart from Christ, this was your story. 
You were spiritually dead. You were walking according this world. You were motivated and 
deceived by the father of lies, and your default position in the flesh was to go this way. The idea 
of the flesh, it’s really important to define that term correctly. Again, if we define the desires of 
the flesh, the indulgence of the flesh, as things like this: drugs and drinking, immorality, 
debauchery, and all that kind of stuff, it’s easy for a lot of people, especially a lot of religious 
people to say, yeah, that’s them, but it’s not me. But flesh rightly defined is that which I can do 
apart from God. As a person made in the image of God, my default mode is to be my own God. 
That’s really what I want. I want to run my own life, I want to be in charge. I want to decide 
what’s right and wrong. I want to make myself significant. I want to give myself value. So my 
default mode, my mode is not neutral, my default mode is the flesh. That’s what comes naturally. 
So the desires of my flesh, the indulgence of my flesh are to be my own God, to make myself 
acceptable to God. That’s what religion is.  

So it’s in that description, you have the big 3: the world, the flesh and the devil. Often times, 
people will ask me when things are going on, trials and struggles, do you think this is spiritual 
warfare, in other words, do you think it’s like demonic or something? My position on spiritual 
warfare would be that I think the world, the flesh and the devil are always at play all the time. 
Take all three of them, put them in a blender, mix them up, it’s all three, all the time. It isn’t 
necessary to separate out one from the other. What the text is then saying is my default mode is 
the flesh, that the current of the world is what carries me down and Satan and his demons are the 
marketers, the liars and deceivers that keep me travelling down that path. And it’s a very 
dangerous path because at the end of that path is a cliff, and I go off that cliff, and I fall 
thousands of feet, and what’s at the bottom of the cliff is the wrath of God. That’s what he just 
said, we are by nature, that is the Greek word for nature, this is who we were. This is our nature. 
We were born sinners. Paul makes that argument. Somehow, someway, in Romans, we sinned in 
Adam. We are by nature sinners. We are by nature, children of wrath. We are dead and we are in 
trouble.  

So in order to understand kind of the intensity of verses 1 through 3, let me see if I can create an 
imagery. Let’s image that rather than walking, we are riding a bicycle. But you can’t actually 
ride the bicycle, you are dead. So we are just going to take some duct tape and we are going to 
tape your hands to the handlebars and your feet to the pedals, and your seat to the seat. And there 
you are. Because your default mode is not neutral, your default mode is a certain direction, you 
are not riding on flat ground; you are riding down a hill. So that’s the default – it’s the 
gravitational pull. The world is there to gather around you and to give you a push to make sure 
you have enough momentum to go. So the world gathers around you, they take your bicycle, 
they put you in the right direction, and they push and give you a good strong running start. 
Remembering you can’t turn, you can’t stop, you can’t do anything about this because you are 
dead. Satan comes along, and he puts up the billboards and the signs and the road signs, but 
mostly, just lines the path and cheerleads your journey down this path. But maybe most 
importantly, he goes ahead of you down the path and removes all the obstacles that could 
possibly get in your way to make sure you make it to the end of the path, because what’s at the 
end of the path is a cliff. And it is his determination that you go off that cliff because what lies at 
the bottom of that cliff is the wrath and judgment of God. So this is your situation: You are going 
full speed down the hill, what lies ahead is this cliff and over the cliff is eternal condemnation 
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and judgment from God and there isn’t one single thing you can do about it. You can’t stop, you 
can’t turn, you can’t do anything because you are dead. The level of intensity regarding how 
desperate your situation was is so intense that the translators of the King James Bible actually put 
in verse 1 the phrase you were made alive or you were quickened because they want to 
somehow put some good news in there before this bad news, because the intensity level is so 
high. But it’s worth noting that those words in the Greek sentence don’t show up until verse 5. 
Clearly Paul intended for the intensity level to be very high. This describes every single one of us 
apart from Christ, which is why we are so thankful for these two words: But God…  

Verse 4, we understand because of the description, the only possible hope that we have is there 
must be outside intervention. It’s the only hope. So verse 4:  

But God (but God what?), being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which 
He loved us, 

Again, thinking about God’s mercy. God has always been rich in mercy. But how could it have 
been possible for His mercy to be put on display had sin not entered into the world? Now sin has 
entered into the world, our situation is desperate, but God is rich in mercy. And not just that God 
is loving, but because of God’s love, He loved you. Don’t miss the redundancy there.  

But God, being rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us, 
even when we were dead in our transgressions, made us alive together with Christ 
(by grace you have been saved).  (vs. 4-5) 

That word saved is a Greek word literally means to be rescued, creates the imagery that you are 
heading down this hill on this bicycle headed for God’s wrath, headed for condemnation, you 
can’t do anything about it because you are dead. And God, because He’s rich in mercy and 
because He loves you, reaches out of the heavenlies, and rescues you, and makes you alive in 
Christ. Because you were dead, there’s no possibility that you did anything to earn or deserve 
this. By grace you have been rescued. Verse 6: 

And raised us up with Him… 

This is the Romans 6 language, that your old self was crucified with Christ. How dead is he? 
He’s so dead we buried him. But you weren’t left in the grave. You were raised to newness of 
life. God made you alive and raised you up. It’s the imagery that God didn’t just make you alive, 
turned the bicycle around and say, good luck, peddling all the way back uphill. But God rather 
raised you up out of those circumstances and raised you up with Him. But what Paul says next, 
none of us could have imagined in a thousand years: 

He raised us up with Him, and seated us with Him in the heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. 

He not only made you alive, and raised you up, but He’s actually seated you with Him in the 
heavenlies. Now let’s go back to last week, Paul reminded us that the power that God makes 
available to you is the power that raised Jesus from the dead. The power that raised Jesus from 
the dead and exalted Him, and glorified Him and seated Him at the right hand of the Father, to sit 
as King of kings and Lord of lords, reigning over all powers, reigning over all authorities, 
reigning over all demonic spirits, every government, every ruler, over the universe. He sits in 
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glory at the right hand of the Father, reigning supreme. It’s a magnificent picture. We talked 
about again if we can take this tuner, this dial, and somehow tune in the heavenlies, Paul said this 
is true now and forever. This isn’t some day. This is today. If we could tune it in and have just 
the opportunity to get a glimpse of the glorified Christ, seated at the right hand of the Father in 
all His glory and how magnificent that is as He sits as King of kings and Lord of lords. It would 
change our lives completely. But what Paul just said is if we could tune in the heavenlies and if 
we can get a glimpse of Jesus seated at the right hand of the Father in all of His glory, what we 
would actually see is absolutely staggering, what we would see is seated there with Him in all of 
His glory is you, you, you as a magnificent creation, a masterpiece of God’s grace, His 
possession, His inheritance, His treasure, seated with Him basking in the wonder of the glory of 
His grace forever. Remembering that that is the reality that ultimately will define forever.  

It is a staggering concept, which leaves us with the question again: Why would God do that? 
Why would God do that? Why would God take someone who is dead, who is dead with no hope, 
destined for the condemnation and wrath of God and on the basis of His grace, because He’s rich 
in mercy, because He loves you, that He would actually reach down, rescue you, make you alive, 
raise you up and seat you with Christ in the heavenlies forever. Answer? Verse 7, why would he 
do that? 

So that in the ages to come He might show the surpassing riches of His grace in 
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.  

In order that God might put His grace on display in the heavenlies, to the praise of the glory of 
His grace, 1:6. To understand that this has nothing to do with you, don’t let your own 
insecurities hold you back and think, “Well, this is too good to be true. I don’t deserve it. You 
don’t know anything about me and my story. And I could never deserve anything like that.” I 
understand that, none of us do. None of us deserves any of this, we were dead. That’s the whole 
point. We were undeserving, and we were dead. We had no capacity to merit any of this. But it 
gives God deep pleasure to put His grace and mercy on display in the heavenlies to the praise of 
His glory. So what He has done for you is absolutely magnificent.  

Chapter 2 verses 8 and 9 are verses that are very familiar to us. And we often share them when 
we are sharing the gospel with an unbeliever, and appropriately so. But it is worth noting, in this 
context, these verses are not targeting the unbeliever. They are very much targeting the believer. 
There’s something in verses 8 and 9 we need to know and remember as believers. It is entirely 
possible that over time, we start to take some of the credit for what God has done. That’s the 
concern. So in verses 8 and 9, listen to the redundancy that this is all God, all grace: 

For by grace you have been saved… 

That seems very obvious, given the fact that I was dead. Because I was dead, there’s nothing I 
could do. I got it. For by grace I have been rescued. Got it, let’s move on. 

For by grace you have been saved through faith… 

In other words, all you did was believe, don’t ever forget that. It’s by faith. You didn’t do 
anything. Okay, got it. For by grace you have been saved through faith. Got it, let’s move on. 

That not of yourselves…  
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Okay, I got it, it wasn’t me, that not of yourselves. I was dead, I didn’t help at all. Got it. For by 
grace I am saved, got it, through faith, that not of yourselves. Good, let’s move on. 

It is a gift…  

It’s not a wage, it’s not something I earned or deserved. It’s just freely given as a gift. Do you 
start to get the redundancy of this? For by grace you have been saved, got it. Through faith, all 
you did was believe, got it, that not of yourselves, okay, I didn’t do anything, got it, it was just a 
gift, got it, not as a result of works, got it! This is so abundantly clear that it’s interesting how 
some denominations try to wiggle around this. Because it is so abundantly clear it’s not by 
works. It’s not by anything I have done, I was dead, all grace, all God, just a gift, all I did was 
believe. Then what they do is they change the definition of what is a work. They would say, oh, 
we completely agree salvation by grace through faith. But there are these things you have to do, 
but they are not works. They are just ways to get more grace, they are just ways to get more of 
this, ways to get more of that, ways to be more acceptable to God, but they are not works.  

The best discussion on this is Romans chapter 4, discussing Abram and circumcision. Now 
circumcision was nothing more than a religious right, a religious ritual, it was a sign of the 
covenant. There wasn’t a lot to it. But it was a problem in terms of the Judaizers believing that 
that little ritual was necessary to be saved. So that’s the whole discussion in Romans chapter 4. 
When Paul says Abram believed and it was reckoned to him as righteousness long before he 
was circumcised. He believed apart from works. Don’t change the definition of work. A work is 
any ritual, it’s any activity, it’s anything that you are doing to merit more of anything with God. 
For by grace you have been saved by faith, that not of yourselves, it is a gift of God, not as a 
result of works, what’s the concern? 

So that no one may boast.  

There it is. The concern is that somehow some way over time, we start taking at least partial 
credit for this amazing masterpiece of grace. Look at what God and I did. And I would suggest to 
you the longer you’ve been a Christian, the more at risk you are to forget what you were by 
nature, to forget how desperate your need was and to start taking partial credit for what you have 
become in Christ. Churches are filled with people who are spiritually arrogant, which is a prime 
indicator you don’t get grace. You don’t. You can’t be spiritually arrogant and get grace. 
Because the message of grace is you were dead, you didn’t have anything to do with it, all God. 
Next time you find yourself impatient with someone who doesn’t get it yet, with someone who is 
struggling, with someone who is still wrestling with sin, with someone who has failed again, 
make sure you remember that’s who you once were. And only by the grace of God, are you 
something other than that today. 

Verse 10, I think is the culmination of everything that we have covered in Ephesians so far.  

For we are His workmanship… 

That word workmanship is the Greek word poiema, it’s the word from which we get our 
English word poem. In the Greek, it meant an original piece of art, it could be an original poem, 
it could be a piece of literature, it could be a great piece of music, it could be a painting or a 
sculpture, but it carries the idea of this original piece of art, and carries the flavor of this idea of a 
masterpiece. What the text is saying is on the basis of God’s grace, you have been made God’s 



7	  
	  

original piece of art, you are His masterpiece, to be displayed in the heavenlies forever to the 
praise of the glory of His grace, a masterpiece so magnificent that the angels will gasp at the 
wonder of what you have become. All on the basis of God’s magnificent grace. And the only 
thing, virtually the only thing that God asks in return is that you just believe it, that you believe it 
so much that you live like it. That’s what the rest of verse 10 says. You were made a masterpiece 
in order to live out these good works that God has prepared for you beforehand, before the 
foundation of the world, God chose you to be holy and blameless, to be the recipient of the 
family fortune, every spiritual blessing that God has to offer, in order that you would become His 
masterpiece of grace and He has created these works for you to live in, in order to demonstrate 
the reality of the riches of His grace.  

I suppose there will always be a handful of people, of Christians, at least so-called Christians, 
who will use this magnificent theology of the grace of God as nothing more than an excuse to 
continue sinning against God, to presume against the grace of God. I have to tell you this, if you 
understand what we’ve talked about from Ephesians 1 and 2, about the absolutely magnificent 
riches of the grace of God, and out of that fabulous theology of the riches of God’s grace and 
mercy, your only conclusion is that that’s an excuse to continue to offend that same God, I just 
have to tell you there is something seriously wrong with you. You have a very serious problem.  

I would also say that there are Christians who are so absorbed in themselves and their own 
stories and their own struggles and their own failures, that everyday is about me, self-absorbed 
about me, and woe is me, that you will never fully enter in to the richness of the grace of God 
because you are so stuck on this idea that I don’t deserve and it’s too much for me and woe is 
me, and because of that, you will only settle for ordinary grace, enough grace to get your ticket 
to heaven but nothing more. The problem isn’t your story, the problem isn’t your performance, 
the problem is that you have your eyes stuck on yourself, and you can’t get pass that to realize 
every single one of us were messed up, we were all dead, we were all condemned, we were all 
children of wrath, none of us deserve it, that’s the whole point! That’s the whole point of grace is 
that it was only on the basis of the richness of the grace and mercy of God that He saved us. For 
those who have the courage to push beyond their own insecurities, to get our eyes off ourselves, 
and to realize yes, that was who I was by nature, but what I have become in Christ is absolutely 
unimaginable, and God found deep pleasure in finding me when I was dead with no hope, 
destined for wrath and condemnation, and because of the richness of His grace and mercy, He 
reached down and He rescued me, and He made me alive and He raised me up, and of all things, 
He actually seated me with Christ in the heavenlies, sharing, basking in the wonder of His grace. 
He has made me His treasure, He’s made me His possession. Of all that He’s created in the 
universe, I am His favorite, I am His masterpiece, to the praise of the glory of His grace. All He 
asks of me is that I believe it. I believe it so much that I live like it.  

So I just want to remind you this morning, just in case nobody told you this week, that if you are 
in Christ, this morning, you are utterly magnificent. If you are in Christ this morning, you are 
utterly magnificent. 

Our Father, we are thankful for this amazing truth that when we were dead and lost in our sins, 
You found great pleasure out of the richness of Your mercy an love to reach down and rescue us, 
to make us alive, to raise us up and to seat us with Christ in the heavenlies, on display forever as 
a masterpiece of Your grace. God give us the courage to believe this. God, give us the courage to 
believe this so much that we actually live like it. In Jesus’s Name. Amen. 
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