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Opening Discussion 

1. Have you ever had someone take credit for something you did?  Tell what happened and how
it made you feel.  Have you ever taken credit for something someone else did?  Why?

2. What are the attitudes and behaviors that define our culture? What do these values look like
lived out in people’s daily lives?  How might these be reflective of a soul that is spiritually
dead?

3. Discuss your life before and after Christ.  How have your attitudes and behaviors changed?

Bible Study 

1. Read Ephesians 1 through to remain familiar with what we’ve studied so far.

2. Paul states in Eph. 2:1 that we were “dead” in sin.  What does that mean?  What is a corpse
capable of?  What can a corpse do for himself?  In what way is spiritual death the greater
reality over physical death?

3. Paul states that the things which motivated our life when we were “dead” were: the world,
the demonic, and the lusts of our flesh.   How does this compare with 1 John 2:15-17?

4. How do Paul’s and John’s words help us better understand why people around us live the
way they live?   How do these truths affect how we respond to those around us?  Can we
expect attitudes and behaviors to significantly change apart from spiritual life?  Then what is
step one to really help those around us?

5. What does it mean to be “children of wrath?”  Before Christ, how bad off were we?  Are
there any exceptions to this description in Eph. 2:1-3?   What about that nice neighbor or
that caring religious friend?



6. “But God… (2:4ff)”.   What did God do for us?  What was God’s part and what was our   
part? 
 
 
 

7.   Why did God do this for us according to 2:7?  Compare with1:6?   
 

 
 

8. Read slowly 2:8,9.  What is the main emphasis of those verses and how does that line up with 
verse 7?  In what way does a deep theology of amazing grace effect how I view myself on a 
daily basis? 
 

 
9. A “workmanship” is the Greek word from which we get our word “poem.”  It meant an 
      original piece of art like a sculpture or painting or piece of music or poem.  Notice the text  
      says that masterpiece was an act of God’s creation.  What does God expect from us in return  
      according to 2:10? 
 
 
Application 
 
1. This text is often used with unbelievers but clearly Paul is writing to believers, those who 

once were dead but now are alive in Christ.  What do we need to remember as believers 
according to this text?   

 
 
 
2. How does this passage affect your view of others (both saved and unsaved) and your view of 

yourself?   
 
 
 
3. Write a prayer to God, responding to what we’ve learned about our salvation from Ephesians 

2:1-10.  Share that prayer with the group.  Then read that prayer to God once a day for the 
next week. 
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