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So let’s imagine that I own a cabin in the Rocky Mountains that overlooks one of the most 
spectacular mountain ranges and valleys in the world, and I’m constantly talking to you about my 
cabin and this absolutely breathtaking view.  So you’re excited when I offer you a week, all-
expense-paid vacation in my cabin.  So I explain to you some details about the cabin but you’re 
kind of distracted in your excitement; you’re not really listening to me.  So you head out, you and 
your family, you and your friends—whoever it might be—and you get to the cabin.  It’s deep into 
the mountains and you see this little front of the cabin and it all looks nice enough. You go in and 
it’s not quite what you expected.  The kitchen’s fairly modest; the living area’s actually quite small, 
really no windows except a couple that look out front to where you just drove in, and a couple of 
bedrooms.  But, it is free, so you decide you’ll make the best of it.  So through the week you do 
different things in the mountains and you have a good time, but by the end of the week you’re kind 
of ready to be done with this.  You’re piled on top of each other; there’s not really much fresh air— 
it’s getting a little stale; you know, it’s probably enough.  One week is enough.  So on the very last 
day I call you and I ask you how it’s going, how you’re enjoying the cabin.  You say it’s all great, 
but you’re just kind of ready to be done.  There’s not a lot of room and the air’s kind of stale, and 
you still don’t quite understand about this breath-taking view.   
 
And then I remind you, “You do remember that I told you that that entire back wall that doesn’t 
have a single window, is actually just a removable wall that we put up for protection and all you 
have to do is pull that back.  And when you pull it back, there is a massive room.  It’s got a 
fireplace; it’s got a hot tub; it is huge, and the three sides of this massive room are all glass.  The 
front of that room has sliding glass doors, and if you go out of those doors, there’s a massive deck 
that overlooks one of the most spectacular views you have ever seen.”  And the cabin now has new 
smells; it has fresh air, and it has an unimaginable view.  And you find yourself thinking, “This was 
here the whole time and we just missed it!” 
 
I am convinced that is the heartbeat of Paul as he writes Ephesians, Chapter 1.  He has concerns that 
far too many Christians will live out their Christian life in this small, stuffy environment that they 
had understood is all there really is.  “This is my ticket to heaven and, out of obligation, I should 
live as a good boy or girl, so I have never really realized the spectacular view that is mine in the 
riches of Christ. 
 
If you have a Bible this morning, turn with us to Ephesians, Chapter 1.  I mentioned last week that 
from Ephesians 1, verse 3 down through verse 14, in the original Greek language that’s one long, 
run-on sentence.  It’s as if Paul opened his mouth and this just kind of was gushing out. It’s as if, at 
the end of verse 14 he stops, he takes a deep breath and he’s off again.  Starting in verse 15, it’s one 
long, run-on sentence to the end of the chapter, verse 23.  So, again, it has that feel that he just 
opens his mouth and he’s so excited it just kind of comes gushing out.  He starts in verse 15 by 
saying: For this reason…  So we would always ask the question: For what reason?  For this reason: 
Because before the foundation of the world, for reasons we will never fully understand, God chose 
you!  And He chose you to be set apart, to be holy and to be blameless, to be without blemish, that 
He might pour out on you every spiritual blessing that He has to offer.  And because He loves you, 
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He predetermined to adopt you as His sons, to make you a legal heir of the family fortune.  He has 
found pleasure and delight in redeeming you, of setting you free from the slavery of sin, and He is 
so committed to you that He has sealed you.  He has put a deposit down on you; He has claimed 
you as His own possession, both now and forever! 
 

For this reason I too, having heard of the faith in the Lord Jesus which exists among 
you, and your love for all the saints, do not cease giving thanks for you, while making 
mention of you in my prayers; (*NASB, Eph. 1:15-16) 

 
We’re familiar with this triplet in the Scriptures—faith, hope, and love.  It’s going to talk about all 
three of those in our text this morning.  First he identifies two of the characteristics of a believer—
of a saint. One is faith and one is love.  The Greek word for faith basically is a word that means 
belief, but it is belief by faith.  In verse 1 he referred to the faithful ones, which is the same word 
meaning, the believing ones.  What defines us is that we believe, but we believe by faith.  There’s 
simply no way I can prove to you that everything we talked about last week is true.  I can’t put it in 
a test tube and prove it to you.  You do have to believe it by faith.  We believe the Bible is the word 
of God.  We do believe God tells the truth, and that’s the basis by which we believe.  I think there is 
a tendency in our culture today to think Christians are those who are people of faith.  The rest of the 
world is those who are people of sight, who are people of science, who are people of intellect.  So 
Christians maybe are simple-minded, wishful thinkers, and the rest of the world operates much 
more on the basis of intellect and science and fact.  But I would suggest to you that’s not true at all.  
As a matter of fact, every single person in the culture has a world view and every world view is 
filled with faith assumptions.  Everybody lives by faith.  
 
The question is: What is the object of your faith and what is the credibility of that object?  Take an 
atheist for example.  We might think of an atheist as kind of the polar opposite of a theist or a 
Christian.  An atheist might think he or she operates on the basis of science and sight and facts but 
the reality is: atheism is filled with faith assumptions.  For example the atheist believes, by faith, 
there is no God.  Science has never proven that.  It can’t prove that.  The only way you can know 
that there’s no God is to be everywhere present in the universe at the same time and to do that, you 
would have to be God yourself.  So it’s a faith assumption that there is no God.  The atheist believes 
that something came from nothing.  Science has never demonstrated that.  As a matter of fact, 
science would say that is unreasonable.  But an atheist, to maintain his or her world view, has to 
believe that something came out of nothing.  Atheism believes that the laws of nature are true.   
Science can discover laws of nature, but science has no idea why these laws are laws.  They have no 
idea where they came from, and they have virtually no basis by which they can believe that the laws 
that have been true yesterday will be true tomorrow and in the days to come.  There’s no science 
that convinces us of that; we believe that by faith. 
 
So every world view is filled with faith assumptions.  The text says our belief, our faith, is in the 
Lord Jesus Christ—in the reality that God became flesh, that He walked on this earth, that He did 
miracles and teachings, that He was crucified on a cross, that He was buried, that He rose again on 
the third day and ascended to the Father.  So we believe by faith, but our faith is rooted in historical 
facts.  I would suggest to you, given the facts of the resurrection of Jesus, it takes more faith to deny 
the resurrection than it does to believe the resurrection.  Even within the context of Ephesus, Paul is 
writing from a Roman prison somewhere in the early 60’s, so roughly 30 years after the events of 
the death, burial, and the resurrection of Jesus.  The claim of the gospel is the claim of a risen 
Savior.  We can date it earlier than that to realize it was actually ten years earlier when Paul himself 
was actually in Ephesus declaring that message.  That would have been roughly 20 years after the 
facts of the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.  If the message of a risen Savior was not 
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credible, the message of the gospel could have easily been discredited in the first century.  But what 
happened is just the opposite of that.  It actually spread like wild-fire to the known world.  How do 
we explain that other than the facts of the resurrection were so compelling that this message was 
believable?  So, yes, we are people of faith, but it is a credible faith that is based on the object of 
Jesus Christ and His death, burial, and resurrection. 
 
The other characteristic is the characteristic of love.  Now notice the text says a love for some of 
the saints—you know kind of like a tithe.  We are required to love a tithe-worth of saints—ten 
percent of them.  That’s not what it says!  It says for all the saints which reminds us the only way 
that is possible is if we’re defining love as the Bible defines love.  There’s no way we can have a 
warm, fuzzy feeling about all the saints.  Biblical love is not defined that way.  It’s defined as a 
commitment of my will.  I choose to think of someone as more important than myself.  I choose to 
give myself away and I can choose to do that for every saint.  Jesus said love should be the 
identifying mark of a follower of Christ, “By this all people will know that you are My disciples, if 
you love one another.” 
 
For me, personally, one of the struggles I had growing up, which actually led to me investigating a 
lot of the legalism that defined our fundamentalist movement, was around this idea of love.  There’s 
so much Scripture that says, “As a Christ follower, what should define me is my love for my fellow 
believers,” and yet within our fundamentalist movement that was clearly not what defined our 
movement.  Now there were lots of very loving people in that movement, but in general it was 
defined by anger; it was defined by conflict.  It was defined by one battle after another and the 
battle, typically, was not against the secular world; it was an anger or conflict toward fellow 
Christians.  And I just remember, even as a teenager, thinking, “Something’s not lining up,” which 
really sent me on a journey to try to sort out what’s true and what’s not true. 
 
Even today, many Christians would say that within the evangelical community, love does not seem 
to be the primary characteristic that defines the environment of most churches, which does raise an 
interesting question:  Why is that and what is it about that love that would be so distinct that it 
would identify a Christ follower?  Well, let me offer you a suggestion.  Could it be that it’s because 
we don’t really understand the depth and the riches of God’s grace, which then dramatically affects 
how we view ourselves?  So because I’m still stuck in a performance-based value system, I’m 
dealing with my own shame; I’m dealing with my own guilt; I’m dealing with my own despair; I’m 
dealing with my own disappointment.  Because my view of myself is so messed up, I am not free to 
think of others as more important than myself.   
 
But what if I actually did believe the claims of the gospel?  What if I did believe what we talked 
about last week from Ephesians 1 and began to see myself through the lens of grace?  I begin to see 
myself in a totally different way and begin to really understand who I am in Christ?  But not only do 
I begin to see myself that way, but I begin to view my fellow believers through that same lens and 
instead of seeing the failures and the struggles and the things they do that irritate me, I start to see 
them through the lens of who they are in Christ.  Wouldn’t it be true that we would spend so much 
less time picking, fixing, and managing, and we would spend so much more time celebrating, 
encouraging, and applauding, of reminding one another, “I know this has been a hard week and I 
know we have been struggling together, but just in case nobody told you today, I want to be the one 
that reminds you, “In Christ you are spectacular!”  What if we began to see ourselves and one 
another that way?  Wouldn’t that be a distinctive that simply in no way the culture could match in 
terms of how we view one another? 
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Paul’s talking about his prayer for them and how encouraged he is because he’s sitting in a Roman 
prison cell and he’s in that Roman prison cell because of his commitment to declare the gospel of 
grace to the Gentiles.  It would be fair to say that Paul is in prison because of his commitment to get 
this message of the gospel to the people of Ephesus.  And so now, ten years later, the fact that they 
are demonstrating the characteristics of a life that’s been changed by Jesus, they are showing the 
faith and the love that defines a believer, Paul is rejoicing.  He’s saying to himself, “Even though I 
am here in prison, it was totally worth it because these are the lives that have been changed forever 
by the power of Jesus.”  So that’s what he is saying.  He’s praying and delighting in what he’s 
hearing about them.  Verse 17: 
 

...that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you a spirit 
of wisdom and of revelation in the knowledge of Him.  

 
So he’s praying that they would have the wisdom to discern the truth and this revelation—it’s a 
Greek word that means to unveil.  It is kind of the idea of walking into this cabin and pulling back 
that portable wall and exposing this magnificent view.  And his prayer is that we would have the 
discernment to both see that and believe it—maybe in everyday language that we would get it.  
Now it’s worth realizing, at this point in the text, that what Paul just clearly said is that it is entirely 
possible to be a Christian, to be a saint, to be in Christ, and spend your entire Christian life not 
getting it.  That’s what he just said.  He just affirmed you are believers: “I know that.  I see the 
characteristics in your life, but my prayer is that you would have the wisdom to see this when it’s 
unveiled before you and that you believe it and that you will understand the riches and the fullness 
and the depth of what God has offered you.”  
 
My prayer would be his prayer—that we would get this and live in the full reality of the riches that 
are ours in Christ.  Starting in verse 18 he prays three things for us:   
 

I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened...Eyes of your heart, in other 
words, in your head and in your heart, that I would believe this...so that you will know 
(number one) what is the hope of His calling... 

 
Whenever we see the word hope in the Bible, hope is never wishful thinking.  It’s not, “I hope it’s a 
nice day today.”  “I hope it doesn’t rain tomorrow.”  Hope in the Bible is always something that is 
yet future, but it is guaranteed.  It is the hope of the gospel.  So what is the hope of his calling?   
 
Before the foundation of the world, for reasons we will never understand, God chose you to be holy, 
set apart, called out to be a recipient of every blessing He has to offer you.  Paul reminded us of that 
in Romans.  “Those whom He predestined, He called and those whom He called, He justified, and 
those whom He justified, He glorified.”  He ends that discussion by saying, “Then if God is for you, 
who can be against you?”  The hope of His calling—the very Greek word that is translated 
“church” throughout the New Testament is the word that literally means, “called-out ones”.  That’s 
who we are as the church.  We’ve been called out by God to be the recipients of the family fortune.  
So what is the hope of His calling?  The hope of His calling is to realize that sometimes in this life 
things can get very painful.  Things can get very confusing. Things don’t really seem to make sense.  
Things can be very disappointing.  Sometimes life just knocks the wind out of us and it just makes it 
hard to understand, “Where is God in all this?”  But the hope of His calling is the realization that 
no matter what this world throws at you, no matter how much this world beats you up, no matter 
how miserable it might get, your future is more spectacular than I could begin to describe!  And 
because it is on the basis of God’s grace and not on the basis of your performance, it can never be 
lost; it can never be taken away; it can never be minimized!   
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It’s important to remember: this world is not heaven; it’s not supposed to be.  This world is filled 
with struggles and trials and tribulations and pains.  Jesus told us that right from the beginning. But 
in the midst of whatever this world throws at me, I cling to my belief that the hope of my calling is 
that my future is both secure and spectacular, knowing that I can get through whatever this world 
throws at me.  The second thing he prays for is: 
 

...what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, (Vs. 18b) 
 
That’s one of those phrases where it would be easy to read quickly over it and miss what he just 
said.  And what he just said is absolutely stunning!  What he did not just say there is that you have 
an inheritance.  That is true and there are places in Ephesians that do say that but that’s not what he 
just said here.  This is about His inheritance—God’s inheritance.  What is God’s inheritance?  The 
answer is His inheritance in the saints!  You are God’s inheritance!  You are God’s possession.  
You are God’s treasure.  God celebrates you as His own inheritance!   
 
Think about it this way:  Let’s imagine that it is Jesus Himself who walks you into the cabin and 
Jesus looks around where you have been living your Christian life in this stuffy, stale environment, 
gives you a little bit of a smile, and pulls back the doors and exposes you to this magnificent view 
of His creation!  He walks with you out the sliding doors, out on the deck, and there are new smells; 
there is this fresh breeze, and the view is absolutely breathtaking!  And the Creator Himself begins 
to talk to you about what joy He found when He created the majesty of that mountain, and how He 
delighted in creating the ocean and what’s in it, and what He was thinking about when He created 
that sunrise and that sunset, and He talks about the wonder of the solar system and the colors and 
the majesty and the vastness and what He was thinking and delighting in when He created all that.  
And as the Creator Himself walks through the wonder and the majesty of creation, you’re stunned 
by the vastness and the beauty of it all; and in the midst of that conversation you tend to feel really, 
really small.  But what happens next you could not have anticipated in a million years.  The Creator, 
after describing the wonder and the majesty and the beauty of all that He has made, turns and looks 
at you and says, “This is how I felt; this is the joy; this is the pleasure I got when I created all the 
wonders of the universe, but I have to tell you—of everything that I have ever created—My favorite 
creation, My treasure, My own possession, My very favorite thing is you...it’s you!” 
 
Now just let that sink in for a moment.  Of all the things in creation that are so absolutely 
magnificent, what God is saying, the one that He has claimed as His own possession, as His own 
treasure, the one He delights in the most is you!  I don’t know what your view of God is, but if you 
have a view of God that God is always disgusted with you; He’s always disappointed with you; 
He’s always rolling His eyes about you; He’s always wondering if you’re ever going to get it—that 
there’s just constantly this feeling that God is somehow disappointed with you and you’re never 
going to measure up—I have to tell you, your view of God is really messed up, because that simply 
isn’t true!  Of all that God has made in the universe, of all that He delights in—and it is 
magnificent—His favorite treasure, His possession, the inheritance that He’s claimed as His own is 
you!  He loves you!  He delights in you!  He celebrates you!  He has claimed you as His possession 
forever! 
 
I have no doubt that there are lots of opinions about me—just like there are lots of opinions about 
you.  There are people that love me and there are people that absolutely hate me—and everything in 
between—but this I know:  At the end of the day, there’s only one opinion that really matters and 
that one opinion is God’s—and God loves me and celebrates me like no one else loves me and 
celebrates me on planet earth.  It is absolutely stunning! 
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I mentioned last week, the only thing God asks in return is that we would believe it and we would 
believe it to the degree that we actually live like it!  But I can still relate to us saying, “Still it seems 
really hard.”  Exactly!  That’s the third thing he prays for.  Verse 19: 
 

...and what is the surpassing greatness of His power toward us who believe.  
 
The third prayer is that we would understand that God is so committed to us living out this new life 
in Christ that He’s actually sent His Spirit, His very Presence, to live within us, to give us the power 
we need to actually live that way.  That’s what he just said in verse 19.  How powerful is the power? 
 

These are in accordance with the working of the strength of His might which He 
brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His 
right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to 
come. (Vs. 19b-21) 

 
It is the power that God used to raise Jesus from the dead, and to glorify Jesus, seated at the right 
hand of the Father, reigning supreme over the universe, above every demon, above every angel, 
above every ruler, above every authority, above every person, above every country, above the 
universe!  We talked last week about if we had this tuner, this knob that we could turn to tune in the 
realities of the heavenlies, notice the text says that, “Jesus reigns supreme now and forever.”  This 
is true now if we could just tune it in and get a glimpse of the majesty and the glory and the wonder 
of Jesus seated at the right hand of God, reigning supreme over the universe, our lives would never 
be the same again!   
 
I think sometimes we have a tendency to get Jesus stuck in His humiliation.  We think of Jesus as 
He was when He walked on this earth, but we don’t advance our theology to the glorification and 
the wonder of who He is glorified—seated at the right hand of God.  It’s the power that took Him 
from the grave to the reign, to the throne over the universe.  It’s the same power that God offers to 
you.   
 
Verses 22 and 23, especially verse 23, are the most disputed verses in all of Ephesians—especially 
with verse 23, there are lots and lots of opinions.  I’m just going to offer you my opinion.  It’s one 
that’s widely held by many, many scholars.  I think this is what he is saying in these two verses: 
 

And He put all things in subjection under His feet, (so everything—angels, demons, 
rulers, authorities, kings—everything under the feet of Jesus) and gave Him as head over 
all things (there’s a repetition there so as a reminder—okay, He reigns supreme over all 
things) to the church, which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in all.   

 
The language is a little confusing there but I think what he is saying is He who reigns supreme over 
all things was given to reign as head over the church.  In other words, He who runs the universe is 
immanently over-qualified to sit as head of the church, but He does.  The idea of head carries the 
idea of authority, but it always also carries this idea of being indispensible to the life of the church.  
A body can function without a finger or without a toe or without some sort of an internal organ.  
You cannot function without a head.  A body with no head is a body that is dead.   
 
There are churches all over our nation that would call themselves churches that deny the deity of 
Christ.  Biblically speaking, you can’t be a church without a head and the head is Christ, and He sits 
as head over the church.  The church is His body and the responsibility, the calling of the church, is 
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to live out the fullness of Christ in this world.  How do we do that?  He fills us with His fullness to 
give us what we need to complete our assignment.   
 
So think of it this way:  Let’s imagine that Payton Manning joined a high school football team.  We 
would say he is immanently over-qualified for the job.  But not only does Payton Manning 
quarterback the high school football team, somehow he actually has the capacity to crawl into the 
skin of every single player and give them the capacity to play at his level.  That’s what the text just 
said—that this One who sits supreme over the universe is immanently over-qualified to sit as head 
of the church, but He does that.  And through His Spirit, He crawls into the skin of every single 
saint and gives us the power to live out this new life that we have in Christ—that the world might 
see the fullness of the gospel to the praise of the glory of His grace. 
 
My prayer for all of us is that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened, that we would know 
the hope of His calling, that no matter what this world throws at you, we would understand our 
future is secure and it is spectacular, and we would understand that of all the majestic wonders of 
the universe that God has created, the one that He has chosen to be His own, to be His treasure, to 
be His possession, to be His inheritance is you, that He loves you and He celebrates you, and that 
we would understand He has actually filled us with His power to empower us to live the fullness of 
the gospel “to the praise of the glory of His grace.”  Why would He do this?  Because God finds 
deep, deep pleasure in putting His grace on display in the heavenlies, by taking sinners and misfits 
and losers and making them absolutely magnificent “to the praise of the glory of His grace!”  
 
So just in case nobody said this to you this week—just in case—I want to make sure I say this to 
you:  That whether you’ve had a great week or whether you biffed it big time and you made a mess 
of things, if you are in Christ—I just want to remind you this morning—you are utterly magnificent!  
 
 
 

Our Father, we are thankful this morning for this truth that seems to be beyond what we 
can comprehend.  God, we pray with the Apostle Paul that You would give us wisdom to 
understand what’s been unveiled before us, that the eyes of our heart would be enlightened 
to believe this magnificent truth, that we would believe it to the degree that we would 
actually live like it every day!  In Jesus’ Name, Amen. 
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