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Let’s imagine that on your 21st birthday I send you a letter, and in that letter I explain that I have 
given you $10,000,000.  I give you all the information about your account and how to access it.  
“It’s just a gift; I hope you steward it wisely.”  But you’re 21 years old.  You get lots of stuff for 
your birthday, and you’re not all that interested in reading through a letter from me.  You kind of 
glance at it, throw it on the table, and it gets thrown away.  For the duration of your life you struggle 
along in poverty, barely able to pay your bills.  Somehow, in the final few days of your life, 
somebody tells you that I had given you $10,000,000 that was always there for you any time you 
wanted it.  Your response is, “Why didn’t somebody tell me?”  My response would be, “I did tell 
you...I did tell you!  I wrote it in a letter!  It was there for you to read!” 
 
I’m convinced that far too many Christians will live out their Christian life in spiritual poverty, 
unaware of the fact that, if you have trusted Christ as Savior, you are wealthy beyond your wildest 
imaginations.  How many will stand before God and say, “Why didn’t you tell me?”  And God will 
say, “I did tell you.  I did tell you...I wrote it in a letter; it was there for you to read.  You just chose 
to not read it, or to not believe it!” 
 
Over the next several months, we are going to unpack the New Testament letter that, perhaps more 
than any other, unveils for us the unimaginable riches that are ours in Christ—not what could be or 
might be, but if you have trusted Christ as Savior, I’m here to tell you this morning, you are rich 
beyond your wildest dreams! 
 
If you have a Bible, turn to the New Testament book of Ephesians.  What’s interesting in reading 
through various commentaries on the book of Ephesians is how many biblical scholars—scholars 
who could probably quote the book of Ephesians in the original language—still said that, in going 
through the book of Ephesians and studying it for the purpose of writing this commentary, found 
their lives were dramatically changed by the riches in this book.  William Barclay calls it the Queen 
of all the Epistles.   
 
I see the book of Ephesians as the third in kind of this three-part series over the last couple of years.  
Two years ago it was Romans.  Romans is the unveiling of the explanation of the gospel story—this 
magnificent story of the grace of God.  Galatians, which we went through last year, in a sense is 
about the corruption through legalism of this magnificent gospel of grace.  This year, I would say 
that Ephesians is the all-out celebration of the riches that are ours in Christ because of God’s grace.  
That’s why we will reach back into Romans and Galatians in our service just to pull back up some 
of those truths, to see this all together as one magnificent picture.  We pick it up in verse 1: 
 

Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, to the saints who are at Ephesus, 
and who are faithful in Christ Jesus: (*NASB, Ephesians 1:1) 

 
This is a typical template of a 1st Century letter.  Paul identifies himself as the writer, but identifies 
himself as an apostle by the will of God.  By the will of God is just a reminder that Paul functions 
in this authoritative role as an apostle simply on the basis of God’s choosing—God’s calling.  In 
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other words, Paul didn’t start as a Youth Pastor and work his way up to the top.  We tend to think of 
a lot of roles in our Christian faith that way.  But that’s just totally wrong.  In an economy of grace 
there is no one that is more than and there is no one that is less than.  There is no calling that is 
higher or lower.  We all are saved equally.  We all are called equally.  We all are valued equally.  
We all are wealthy equally.  Again and again in Paul’s letters he reminds people that he is an 
apostle declaring this message simply on the basis of God’s calling.  He’s just being faithful to his 
calling.  He’s no more than.  He’s no less than.  That has to be true if grace is true.   
 
Who are the recipients—to the saints—at Ephesus?  There, perhaps, is no New Testament word 
that is more misunderstood in our culture than this word saint.  If you were to talk to people out in 
the culture, especially in the religious culture, their understanding of the concept of saint is basically 
the idea of a super performer, someone who has done certain things—this checklist performed at an 
extraordinarily high level as a Christian.  And there’s a group of people who ultimately determine 
that you are such a high performer, we’re determining you to be a saint.  Even Webster’s dictionary 
would define the term that way.  But it’s important to understand biblically, the meaning is the polar 
opposite of that.  The word saint literally means one who is set apart.  The idea of saint has nothing 
to do with your performance and everything to do with the performance of Jesus on the cross for 
you.  The moment you trust Christ as Savior, you are a saint.  It is impossible to be a Christian and 
not be a saint in New Testament language.  You have been set apart by God—set apart by His 
grace, set apart to be righteous, set apart to be holy, set apart to be wealthy, set apart to be His child 
—beyond your wildest imagination.  The code language (if you want to put it that way) for Paul in 
identifying saints is the phrase in Christ.  We talked about this in Romans and in Galatians, and it’s 
going to come up a lot in Ephesians.  It’s used twenty-seven times in the book of Ephesians.  It is 
this idea that the moment you trusted Christ as Savior, your old identity—your old nature—is 
terminated, and you have become a new creation in Christ.  Now your identification is in Christ.  
What is true of Christ is true of you.  You stand in the righteousness of Christ.  You are declared 
legally righteous in the presence of God, and because the righteousness of Jesus is forever, you 
stand in righteousness forever.  There will never be a moment for the rest of eternity where you will 
be anything less than righteous in the presence of God, not on the basis of your ability to perform, 
but purely on the basis of the fact that you stand in Christ and in the righteousness of Christ.    
 
This is critical to understand.  Some people would seek to convince you that you have two 
natures—the old nature and the new nature—and there’s this battle going on.  I don’t think that 
makes any sense.  It doesn’t make any sense logically and I don’t think it makes any sense 
biblically.  You can’t have two natures.  Your nature is your core, your identity.  It’s who you are.  
You can’t be both darkness and light at the same time.  Romans was very clear about this.  The 
moment you trusted Christ as Savior, your old self died!  How dead is he?  The old boy is so dead 
that we buried him.  He’s gone!  You have been raised in the newness of the life of Christ.  You are 
now in Christ!  At one time you were in the flesh.  That was your nature; that was your identity; 
that’s what defined you.   But now you are in Christ, and what defines Christ is now what defines 
you.  That’s why Paul says, in Romans 8: Therefore there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus.  Because you stand in the righteousness of Christ, you are a saint now and 
forever.   
 
This is the core theology of the Light Room—to understand that you have access,  not just on your 
best days but on your worst days when you’ve totally blown it—you have access into the Light 
Room—into the presence of God, into the love of God, into the acceptance of God.  Because you 
don’t enter the Light Room on the basis of your performance that day, you enter the Light Room on 
the basis of the finished work of Jesus on the cross.  Therefore, it’s on the basis of what Jesus has 
done for you that you run to the Light Room and you experience the life that your soul is longing 
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for.  It’s in the Light Room where there’s true confession.  It’s in the Light Room where there’s true 
repentance.  Everything that’s good happens in the Light Room and everything that’s bad happens in 
the Dark Room as you spiral deeper and deeper into despair.  So this is a critical understanding—
that the basis by which you were unimaginably rich has nothing to do with your performance.  It has 
to do with the truth that you are in Christ.  You are an heir to the family fortune forever. 
 
So that’s what Paul establishes.  He says in Christ at Ephesus.  In our case, we’re going to wrestle 
with what it looks like to be in Christ at Lincoln—at work, at school, at home, in your 
neighborhood.  And what does it look like to know this, understand this, and live it out in the most 
ordinary, everyday circumstances of life?  Verse 2 says:  
 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  
 
Those words are familiar—that couplet grace and peace.  But it’s always helpful to remind 
ourselves that it simply is not possible to ever know peace unless you have a full, rigorous theology 
of grace.  As long as you think there’s an element of your performance—as long as you think 
there’s something you have to do to be acceptable to God—then enough will never be enough, and 
you will never know peace.  The only way to really experience peace in the presence of God is to 
understand the fullness of His amazing grace.  We will be discussing that again and again over the 
weeks to follow.  
 
That’s as far as we’re going to go in Ephesians today.  With the remainder of our time, I’d like to 
give you a little bit of background of the city of Ephesus and then give you a couple of application 
points to think about.  I want to do that through the book of Acts, so turn over to Acts 18.  The 
background for the letter to the Ephesians is in Acts 18, 19, and 20.  Obviously, we don’t have time 
to read through all of that, so I’m just going to fly through it and tell you where I’m at.  You can 
read it more at your leisure.   
 
It starts in Acts 18, verses 1-4.  Paul is in Corinth.  Claudius is the emperor of the Roman Empire.  
Claudius decides, “I don’t want any Jews living in Rome,” so he kicks them all out.  There’s a 
couple by the name of Aquila and Priscilla, a Jewish couple who flee Rome and find refuge in the 
city of Corinth.  Aquila and Priscilla are tentmakers by trade.  The apostle Paul is a tentmaker by 
trade, so quickly they meet one another and begin to work together.  For the next eighteen months 
Paul pours himself into Aquila and Priscilla and teaches them the truth of the death, burial and 
resurrection of Christ.  The text also says that every day he would go to the synagogue and teach the 
truth in the synagogue.  The synagogue is not the temple; it’s completely separate.  It was a place 
you go to teach, like a gathering place, in order to learn.   
 
We pick up the story in verse18 where Paul is led by the Lord to leave the city of Corinth and head 
to Ephesus.  Paul is on his second missionary journey.  If you look at the maps in the back of your 
Bible, it talks about three missionary journeys.  This is journey number two.  He’s going from 
Corinth to Ephesus.  He leaves Aquila and Priscilla there in Ephesus and goes back to Antioch, 
which is his home base. 
 
I’m going to put a map on the screen to give you a point of reference.  The Mediterranean Sea is 
down lower to the right.  You come up and see Ephesus (a port city), and then across the Aegean 
Sea you see the city of Corinth.  Because Ephesus was a port city, it was filled with commerce and 
wealth.  It was a pretty “happening” city.  It was the leading, most important city in Asia Minor or 
modern-day Turkey.  But perhaps what defined the city of Ephesus more than anything was that it 
was the city that housed this magnificent temple to the goddess, Dianna (“Dianna” if you’re Roman, 
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“Artemis” if you’re Greek).  Dianna was the goddess of fertility.  This temple, built in her honor, 
was a magnificent structure.  It was started three hundred years before this by Alexander the Great.  
By this point in the 1st Century, it was completed.  It was considered to be one of the Seven 
Wonders of the Ancient World.  People from all over the known world came to Ephesus in order to 
visit this magnificent temple.  Because Dianna was the goddess of fertility, Ephesus was defined by 
its sexual immorality, temple prostitutes, pagan idolatry, and occult practices.  It was a city of three 
hundred thousand strong, wealthy, powerful and pagan to the bone.  So we’re left with this 
question:  How could one Christian couple in a wealthy, powerful, pagan city turn this city, turn 
this region, turn this culture upside down through Christ? 
 
In Acts 18:23, Paul has been in Antioch.  He leaves on his third missionary journey.  In verse 24, 
meanwhile back in Ephesus, we find out there is another Jew by the name of Apollos.  We know 
three significant things about Apollos:  First, he was an Alexandrian by birth. Alexandria was the 
second most powerful city in the Roman Empire (the first being Rome, itself); and Alexandria was 
the intellectual capitol of the Roman Empire.  It housed the university which boasted over 700,000 
volumes in its library.  In a 1st Century culture, that was just unheard of.  Anybody intellectually 
that was anybody, went to Alexandria.  One of the skills—perhaps the skill—most prized by the 
intellectual crowd was the ability to speak, the ability to give a speech.  It was oratory.  In that 
culture they didn’t put athlete’s pictures on posters and put them on the wall.  They put the great 
orators on these posters and put them on the wall.  They were the celebrities of their day.  So, we 
find out that Apollos was from Alexandria, that he was eloquent in speech, and that he was mighty 
in the Scriptures.  He brought a significant package to the table.  In the preaching world, we would 
say that he had something to say and he knew how to say it.  So, he shows up in Ephesus and begins 
to powerfully declare what he understands about the Scriptures.  But the problem is that he only 
knows the story up to John the Baptist, so Aquila and Priscilla are listening to him and realize he 
doesn’t understand the rest of the story.  So they pull him aside and teach him the rest of the story— 
the fullness of this magnificent gospel of grace.  Apollos “gets it”, and he believes God is calling 
him to go back to Corinth and declare this magnificent message there. 
 
There are two things worth noting about that part of the story:  First is the sovereign hand of God to 
move these players around like a game of chess, to accomplish His purpose in the world.  There’s 
no way any of these people could understand the bigger plan at play.  But think about this:  The 
Roman emperor, Claudius, decides he wants the Jews out, which forces Aquila and Priscilla to flee.  
They end up in Corinth.  They happen to be tentmakers which happens to be what Paul does, which 
happens to bring them together.  Paul pours his life into them for nearly two years.  When he goes 
on his way, he leaves them in Ephesus, and along comes this man who has these great skills but 
doesn’t yet understand the fullness of the story.  But who would happen to be there—mentored by 
the Apostle Paul—to explain to him the fullness of the story in order that he might go back to 
Corinth and proclaim the message there? You just see God moving these players around to 
ultimately accomplish His purpose in the world.  

 
The other thing I think is worth noting is the constant emphasis on the importance of biblical truth, 
the emphasis of pouring this into Aquila and Priscilla, the importance of them pouring this into 
Apollos.  What was going to change the culture was that people were going to understand this 
magnificent truth of the grace of God and, so, this consistent emphasis on the importance of truth. 
 
It’s critically important that we understand that, ultimately, discipleship is not getting people to 
conform their behavior to the standards that are acceptable within Christianity.  It is to help them 
understand the depths of the truth of the word of God, and that their convictions and standards 
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would come from deep within them as an outflow of a true understanding of this gospel of grace.  
That is the real essence of discipleship. 
 
Picking it up then in chapter19, Paul, on his third journey, ends up back at Ephesus and runs into 
some disciples who, like Apollos, understood the gospel story up to John the Baptist.  So Paul 
explains the fullness of the gospel, the experienced new life in Christ, with a significant 
manifestation of the Spirit.  It’s almost like a mini-Pentecost in Ephesus. 
 
Starting in verse 8, the text tells us that Paul, daily, would go to the synagogue and teach them.  For 
three months people listened.  After three months, they grew tired of the message and said, “We’re 
really tired of this; we want you out.”  So Paul simply goes down the street, sets up shop at the 
school of Tyrannus, and begins teaching the truth of God for two years to anyone who wanted to 
hear it.  The text tells us this message spread through all of Asia.  Two things to note:   
 
I think it’s instructive that when Paul was teaching at the synagogue and a group of people came 
along and said, “We’re tired of the message; we don’t want to hear it anymore; you need to leave,” 
Paul did not fight with them.  Paul did not sue them.  Paul did not picket the synagogue.  He simply 
walked down the street, found somewhere else to set up shop, and continued to spend his days 
preaching the truth of God to those who wanted to hear it.  The position that we have taken for years 
as a church is that we don’t believe, ultimately, that countries and cultures and communities are 
changed by fighting the government, by protests, by picketing, by being at war against everybody.  
We don’t think that’s what it means to stand up for Christ.  We believe that you change a 
community, you change a culture, you change government, ultimately, one person at a time as we 
faithfully declare the truth of God. That radically changes people’s lives from the inside out.  You 
create a movement that begins to spread; that ultimately changes a community and a culture.  It is 
fascinating how consistently this happens in the New Testament, that Paul, by simply declaring the 
gospel to those who wanted to hear it, and the result of these changed lives, was completely 
changing the city and the region. 

 
The second thing that’s worth noting is the emphasis is on the word of God that’s spreading 
throughout this whole region.  Just to give you some perspective on this, an average workday for 
someone like Paul would look like this:  Typically, they would have started early at sunrise (let’s 
say, 6:30-ish).  They would work until about 11:00.  They would break from 11:00 until about 4:00 
in the afternoon.  So, during the heat of the day, they would rest.  They would go back to work at 
about 4:00 and work until about 9:00-9:30 in the evening.  So, when it’s talking about Paul teaching 
in the synagogue, it’s referencing that time period from 11:00 in the morning until 4:00 in the 
afternoon.  That’s when people went to the synagogue; that’s part of their rest.  That’s what they 
would do roughly 4-5 hours a day, 6 days a week.  Now think about that—for 2 years, 4 to 5 hours a 
day, 6 days a week, listening to the truth of God.  Sometimes I think we wrestle to understand why 
our lives aren’t different because, we study the Bible thirty minutes a day, one day a week.  Put that 
up against the amount of truth these people were taking in and the radical change in their lives! 
 
Chapter 19 goes on to discuss that the change was so radical in Ephesus, all kinds of miraculous 
things were happening!  The power of Jesus was evident.  These people’s lives were so changed 
that they were taking their occultic books and burning them in a huge bonfire.  The text actually 
says that the financial—the total sum—of the amount of books that were burned was somewhere 
around 50,000 pieces of silver!  There is no way to calculate that because we don’t know how big 
the pieces were, but probably hundreds and hundreds and hundreds of thousands of dollars of books 
of occultic literature burned as their lives were radically changed by Jesus!  
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The story goes on to say that there was a group of silversmiths who made their living by making 
little idols and trinkets (stuff out of silver) in order to worship Dianna.  And all of a sudden, there 
aren’t many people buying their trinkets.  So they (the silversmith’s union) gather together and 
basically say, “If we don’t do something about Paul and this message, we’re out of business.  
Nobody is buying our stuff anymore!”  As a matter of fact, that discussion ends with, “If we don’t 
stop these guys, they’re going to dethrone Dianna from the magnificence of her temple!”  Now 
think about that.  In a city so wealthy, so powerful, so dedicated to this temple of Dianna, that by 
simply proclaiming the message of God’s grace to those that want to hear it, the culture, the city, the 
region was so changed that these idol sellers were about to go out of business.  It was turning the 
city of Ephesus absolutely upside down!  They started a big riot that, ultimately, is settled, and in 
chapter 20 Paul tells them he needs to leave.  He believes he’s going to end up in prison.  He tells 
them he’s told them the truth of God, and he warns them about false teachers that are to follow.  
With that, he leaves.    
 
Ten years later, Paul sits in a Roman prison, imprisoned because of his commitment to the 
declaration of this gospel.  He writes from that prison cell back to the city of Ephesus, back to his 
beloved church, to explain to them the things that we are going to be unpacking over the next 
several months.   
 
One of the things that is so striking about this Ephesus story is the consistent emphasis on the power 
of the word of God to change lives.  You may or may not know this, but this has actually been 
widely debated in evangelical churches over the last ten years.  There has been a movement of 
people saying this whole “truth thing” has been highly overrated and, rather than spending so much 
time studying the Bible, we just need to get out there.  “We just need to get out there and feed the 
hungry and work at the mission and love our neighbors.  That’s really all there is to it.”  But what 
these people don’t understand is that it’s not possible to love your neighbor as God calls us to love 
our neighbor unless our lives have been radically changed from the inside out by the truth of God!  
Otherwise, all we’re doing is going out into our communities and managing symptoms and giving 
people false hope.  At the end of the day, theology, rightly understood, does compel us out into the 
streets, but it is the outflow of truth rightly understood.  So there is a reminder that for every area of 
our church, for every ministry area, for every small group, at the end of the day, the study and the 
understanding of the Scriptures must be front and center.  Sometimes there’s this tendency to study 
everything but the Bible.  We need to be careful of that.  It is the word of God that ultimately has 
the power to change lives, and we can never let that be secondary. 
 
Three quick application points for each of us as individuals:  With this high emphasis on the 
importance of truth, here are three challenges: 
 

First of all, throughout our study of Ephesians (which will take us most of the way through the 
winter), would you commit to reading the book of Ephesians (six chapters) once a week?  It 
takes thirty minutes to sit down and read it through.  So, find some time to sit down and read it 
once a week through the duration of our study. 
 
Second (and maybe a little more challenging), consider memorizing Ephesians 1:1–2:10.  That 
is the meat of this magnificent opening theology.  I assure you, it is life changing.  You have 
from now to the end of winter.  What a wonderful thing to do in the winter—memorizing that 
portion of Scripture! 
 
And number three is just weekly, commit to talk to somebody about it.  This doesn’t have to be 
complicated and it doesn’t have to be formal.  Find somebody you work with; find a friend, 
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somebody you go to school with, somebody you serve with, maybe your small group, maybe just 
as a family, but once a week, get together and talk about Ephesians a little bit.  What are we 
learning?  Just process it with somebody else.   

 
John Mackay was the President of Princeton throughout the middle part of the 20th Century.  He 
tells his own story.  In his story he says that, as a teenager, he read the book of Ephesians cover to 
cover and he said it absolutely changed his life.  Listen to what he says about that: 
 

“I saw a new world.  Everything was new.  I had a new outlook; I had new experiences; I 
had new attitudes toward other people.  I loved God.  Jesus Christ became the center of 
everything.  I had been quickened.  I was really alive.” 

 
My prayer would be that that description would define each of us as we work our way through this 
magnificent New Testament Epistle of Ephesians. 
 
 
 

Our Father, we’re thankful for Your truth.  Lord, help us to have ears to hear this truth 
and the courage to believe.  Lord, give us sharp, keen minds to understand the depths of 
the riches that are ours in Christ; that we might live out this truth in the most ordinary 
circumstances of life, that others might come to know the One who has so changed our 
lives.  Lord, this we pray in Jesus’ name.  Amen. 
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