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September 6/7, 2014 
 

State of the Church 2014 
 Pastor Bryan Clark and staff  

[Video]:   
 
Remember those early years, those childhood and adolescent years that seemed to set the course for 
years to come—those moments, that teacher, those things you remember for the rest of your life?  
They seemed so small looking back now, and yet they were so huge then.  
 
“I just remember Allie introducing herself to me, and they were both like really welcoming to me 
when I didn’t know anybody.” 
 
“Whenever I see Ben and he says my name, even though we were in a small group together, that 
makes me feel so awesome.” 
 
“When an older person in your life invests time in you, that makes you feel really special and 
valued, like you mean something.” 
  
The amazing thing is that Jesus is transforming and changing lives and He invites us to join Him in 
being a part of it.  
 
“It was hard for me to understand that I mattered until I met Jesus.  Then I could see for the first 
time how God could use me to change other people’s lives.  I took a step of faith and asked to teach 
the story....and 26 years later, I’m still doing it and love every minute of it.” 
 
We are not superheroes, though some kids may think we are.  In fact, we are just normal ordinary 
people that have found a deep love for God that goes right alongside our love for children and 
teenagers.  What if these kids in this church, that we get the opportunity to care for and invest in and 
love and serve, what if they go on and do that for others down the road as well? 
   
“Hi, how are you? I haven’t seen you since...Tuesday.”  
 
“This summer, one of the youth leaders and I started this Bible study for girls going into ninth 
grade.  It’s been really awesome having Anika come to that, and being able to see her grow, just 
like building a deeper relationship, and also just have a lot of fun.  “I am able to pour into middle 
school now because someone poured into me and showed me that I mattered, and now I want to be 
that same person to show someone else that they matter.”   
 
“Allie just has advices that connect to me.  Being able to be a real friend for somebody younger and 
help them through stuff means a lot.” 
  
“What’s up, Blake?  Come on, Tobin, what’s that?  You want to get on the stool?  These two kids 
used to be at my table in fourth.  This is Blake and this little one is Tobin.  These kids are looking 
up to you and they are like, ‘Whoa, that person is so cool.’  I’ve just built that relationship with 
every single one of those kids so that I just want to go in there and see them and have fun.” 
 
Someone noticed us, invested into our lives, and made us feel like we mattered.  If you are investing 
in these kids, we get to join Jesus in changing the world in a huge way.  Kids are just looking for 
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someone that genuinely cares, someone that will remember their name, that will share their time and 
their love.  So consider this your invitation to join the incredible adventure here at Lincoln Berean, 
building into the lives of children and teenagers...because to God, everyone matters! 
 
[Pastor Bryan Clark]:   
 
I think probably most of us, if we think back through our story, could identify a handful of people 
that were older than us that took the time to invest in our lives.  They convinced us in a critical time 
in life that we mattered.  What they gave us was actually a gift.  It’s a simple but powerful and 
profound gift that has shaped who we are today.  If that’s true, wouldn’t we be compelled to offer 
the same gift to someone else?  A gift so simple, yet so powerful and profound, to help a child or a 
teenager understand, “You do matter.”   
 
Every week, there are well over a thousand children and teenagers that step onto this campus and 
they are inviting us to speak into their story, to be a part of helping them understand they do matter, 
to give them that same gift that somebody gave you.  I can’t think of a better way to change 
tomorrow than to take some time today to invest in these children and these teenagers that are the 
church today, and are the leaders of tomorrow.  If you are interested in knowing more about the 
opportunities to do that, you can talk to the people at the children and youth table in the hall.   
 
This weekend is our State of the Church.  If you are new to Lincoln Berean, once a year we do this 
to remind ourselves who we are, what we are about, and to celebrate what God is doing among us.  I 
would say this particular year, it is mostly about celebration—to celebrate what God is doing among 
us as He changes lives.  Like last week, the hallways are filled with Lincoln Berean ministries.  
They are not there to ask you for anything.  They are not recruiting you; they are not asking you for 
money.  They are just there to give you a glimpse of what God is doing among us, in a sense to help 
you understand the return on your investment.  As you have given of your time and your talent and 
your treasure, this is just a glimpse of what God is doing among us.    
 
Our mission statement at Lincoln Berean is to glorify God by seeking to present every person 
complete in Christ; it comes out of the last two verses of Colossians, Chapter 1.  That idea of 
every person, we take very seriously.  As a matter of fact, if you go through the halls from end to 
end, you get a sense of the scope of the ministry, that we are thinking of every person in our 
community, every person around the country, every person around the world, and asking God to use 
us to fulfill that mission.   
 
While it all may seem kind of overwhelming, at the end of the day, it’s really rather simple.  The 
strategy is as simple as gathering and scattering.  Every week we gather to be equipped, to be 
trained, to be built up in our faith, in order to scatter.  We go out into our schools; we go out into 
our workplace; we go out into our neighborhoods; we go out into our families, and we represent 
Christ to the world.  As people around us come to know Jesus as Savior, they are invited in, where 
they are equipped, they are built up, they are strengthened in their faith, and they go back out and 
they scatter.  Basically, if you think of that process, it looks like a loop.  We referred to it as the 
people loop.   
 
Last year, during the State of the Church, we talked about how you can kind of divide things up into 
two categories. The core ministries of the church are the fundamental foundational ministries that 
pretty much define any church.  Now to be honest with you, many churches struggle just to keep 
their core ministries functioning.  But, because of the amazing people at Lincoln Berean, because of 
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you and your willingness to steward and sacrifice your time, your talents and treasures year after 
year, we’ve been able to keep the core ministries thriving, which then makes it possible to get a 
little bit crazy—to ask God what else might You want to do through the people of Lincoln Berean?  
Last year, we celebrated some of the crazy, and looked at what God is doing through Lincoln 
Berean to reach leaders across the country.  We actually had several of them here with us, sharing 
their story and how they had been impacted by the power of Jesus.   
 
This year we are going to focus more on the core.  What is God doing through the core ministries of 
the church and, specifically, what you might think about as the next generation?  So, in a little bit 
you are going to hear from Derek, talking about children’s ministry, Josh, talking about youth, Matt, 
talking about college, Jason, talking about the Twenty Somethings, these next generation ministries 
that are on our campus that we invest in every single week.   
 
Mostly, as the service goes on, our prayer for you would be that you would understand, because of 
your willingness to sacrifice and to give of your time, your talents, your treasures, you have been a 
part of this.  Whether you are mowing the grass, whether you sit in the nursery, whether you are a 
table leader in children’s ministry—all of us together—come together and God uses us to make this 
possible.  So our prayer would be that, by the end of the morning, that you would be excited and 
encouraged that God has called us together to be part of something very, very special.    
 
[Pastor Bryan Clark, Video]:   
 
Now in a church like this, there’s a lot of stuff going on, and it gets kind of confusing; it can seem 
kind of complicated.  But, at the end of the day, it really isn’t.  It’s very simple.  It’s not about 
buildings; it’s not about budgets, not about programs.  It’s about the power of Jesus touching and 
changing lives.  Even though we have hundreds of different ministries, at the end of the day, they all 
come together to disciple people, to grow people in their walk with God, and to assist them in 
pursuing a passionate relationship with Jesus.   
 
Because of you, because of your faithfulness—your faithfulness to serve, your faithfulness to give, 
your faithfulness to what it means to be the church—we have been able to remain very healthy in 
the core ministries of the church, which actually then provides the opportunity to get a little bit 
crazy, to say, “Okay, God is really taking care of the core ministries. What would it mean to dream 
a little bit?”  You have made it possible to dream bigger dreams, so you need to be both excited and 
encouraged that this is made possible because of you, so you are very much a part of this.   

Everyone, everyday, living on mission. 
 
[Derek, children’s ministry director]:   
 
I want to tell you a couple of stories this morning about how God is working through people that 
serve in children’s ministry to affect our children.  I want to tell you about my friend Hope.  Hope 
came to Vacation Bible School—VBS—this year.  When Hope’s grandma called to sign her up, she 
offered to come help with Hope because Hope has some special needs.  Now they’d had an 
experience earlier in the summer where there was another summer program that they weren’t 
allowed to go to because of Hope’s special needs.  Even though grandma said, “I’ll come help,” 
they said, “No.”  And we were able to tell grandma, “You know what?  Bring Hope; let her have her 
week of being like every other kid.  You stay home.  We’ve got this.  We’ll take care of it.”  So 
Hope came, and she participated all week.  And Hope’s sort of being a normal child, so normal that 
the person that was helping Hope throughout the week was able to take her on the bounce house, on 
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the slide, and she went down four times, something she hadn’t done before.  Hope mattered to the 
teachers at VBS.   
 
Now I want to tell you about my friend David.  First time I met David, David was vibrant; David 
was full of life, full of hopes and dreams.  But David had some issues; things that had happened to 
David early on in his life had started to shape who he was.  There were times—things like being 
with other students was a struggle for David.  But we invited him into the classroom and he made it 
through a day, and had a great day.  He went to mom afterwards, and mom wanted to know, “How 
did he do?”  (David’s adopted, and David’s parents love him deeply and they want just the best for 
him.)  We were able to share with them, “You know what?  There were a couple of things that 
happened, but David had a great day.  David did well.”  She said, “No one has ever been able to tell 
us that before.”  David matters.  David mattered to those teachers.   
 
And that’s how we do what we do.  We have people like you that serve in children’s ministry, that 
are able to show kids that they matter.   
 
[Josh, youth ministry pastor]:  
 
Derek and I were talking earlier that we could go on all morning sharing these stories because God 
is doing so many incredible things around us.  Maybe like the story of a mom that bumped into one 
of our youth leaders early in the morning.  As they were talking, she said, “Hey, I’ve got to tell you 
something that happened this last Wednesday.  When my child came home, he said, ‘Mom, you’ve 
got to hear what happened tonight.’”  Now to give you a little context, every week a couple of 
hundred middle schoolers pile into the youth complex—a little louder, a little crazier.  We’ve got 
kids that vibrantly love Jesus and are walking with Him.  We’ve got kids that have yet to be 
introduced to Jesus.  We’ve got kids that are full of life and joy, and kids that are angry at life.  So 
there are a lot of different things that take place on a Wednesday night.  You never know what 
opportunities and what challenges you might face.  But as this mom went on to share with the youth 
leader, she said, “He told me that while they were singing the songs, the child said that, ‘I’ve always 
believed in God, but I just got it!  It just made sense.’ He said, ‘Mom, while I was singing, it just 
made sense; I just started to cry.’”  Songs like that, and opportunities like that with middle school 
students that just get it!  They get what this Jesus has done!  
 
Or maybe like this other story of a high school student that cares about her friend enough to invite 
her into the youth ministry, into the gatherings.  Other high school students start to gather around 
and just invite this student into their life, into their group, into their community.  The student hears 
the gospel this year, and her life was radically changed.  She trusted Jesus Christ as her Lord and 
Savior.  Not only that, she was excited and she wants to invest in others.  So she signed up to be a 
camp counselor this summer with our middle schoolers.  There she goes, and she gets to share her 
new found faith with other middle schoolers in her cabin, and other middle schoolers also invite 
Jesus into their lives.  And then this high school student goes on to be baptized, and celebrates that 
in the last service we had, and joined the student leadership team and she’s growing in that.  She’s 
also hooked up with a leader that’s invested in and discipled her, and they’ve been working through 
the book of Mark, just figuring out what it means to be a disciple of Jesus Christ.   
 
It’s stories like this that come all around us because God is doing amazing things all around us.  
Whether it’s in these house groups that meet all over the city with high school students, whether it’s 
the students that are gathering together a couple of times a week in middle school, whether it’s 
students that come to the Friday night freedom group that’s helping them deal with, just some 
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support issues and encouragement or recovery with different struggles that they are facing.  God is 
working all around!   
 
But the beautiful thing is: He’s not just changing students through this.  He’s changing us through 
us.  Like a voicemail that I got from a retired couple, that was just saying, “Josh, we love students.  
We would love to invest in and pour into them.  Is there any way we can fit into the youth 
ministry?”  So we hooked them up with a co-ed high school house group.  They’ve been leading 
this house group as house-group leaders.  These students have completely just invited them in and 
they love them.  These leaders, this retired couple, have completely dived in, and they love these 
kids.  God is doing incredible things as this beautiful picture of this intergenerational thing, 
happening in this group, as they learn to follow Jesus together.  It’s stories like this that just make 
me want to celebrate.  It’s stories like this that make me think, “What an amazing God, what an 
amazing church, to be able to walk beside others as we follow this amazing God!” 
 
[Matt , college pastor]:  
 
Stories, one of my favorite things about following Jesus and walking with Jesus is that He invites us 
into history.  He invites us into His story as He enters into our stories, and I love getting to be a part 
of others’ stories.  One of our privileges in the college ministry is to enter into stories of students 
who have come from all across the state, many small towns.  They come from other states; they 
come from other countries.  We have people from Brazil in the college ministry this year.  It’s an 
amazing thing to get to enter in and listen and watch these kids start to have their faith become their 
own.   
 
Today, I get the privilege to introduce you to a woman named Brittany who’s been a part of the 
college ministry for the last three years or so.  She served with us; she’s led a small group; she 
serves on our tech teams.  Brittany, I just would love for these people to get to hear some of what 
I’ve gotten to hear and see, so would you share a little bit of how God has shaped your life over 
these last years? 
 
[Brittany]:  Sure.  I am the youngest of four siblings born into a church-attending family.  Every 
week we’d go to church, sing the songs, listen to a sermon, you know, most of the usual churchy 
stuff.  Like my siblings before me, I attended our church’s elementary school.  During my time in 
that school, I became kind of a social reject, an outcast, who learned the pain of sharp words, 
shattered trusts, and unhealthy friendships.  So, at a pretty young age, I turned to building walls and 
performance because I found that when I performed well, I get more positive treatment and 
recognition from some of the people around me.  But it went deeper than that.  You see, 
performance and law-keeping were heavily emphasized in the church I grew up in.  If you didn’t 
follow certain teachings, or keep the law according to their standards, you were in danger of losing 
your salvation.  So perfection was the goal and fear was the motivation in my life.   
 
[Matt]: So some pretty hard stuff as a young child in grade school—to be rejected, to be bullied 
probably, maybe in a sense, and then to turn to performance.  But tell us how that began to shift as 
you moved into your middle school years and almost into high school.  There came some things that 
happened in your family that kind of began to affect this in your life.  
 
[Brittany]:  Just before high school started, God began to open my eyes to the concept of grace, and 
the possibility that the beliefs that I had grown up in, that they might not actually line up with the 
Bible.  He did this first through my sister, studying her way out of the church we’d grown up in, and 
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then later on, during my sophomore year of high school, when my parents also studied their way out 
of that same church, after having been members for close to 30 years.  Over the next three years I 
wrestled with questions about truth, grace, the law, salvation, and whether or not I should remain a 
member of that church.  Part of me hoped that I was wrong, and that I wouldn’t have to leave 
everything I’d ever known in that church.  But the other part of me was actually growing pretty 
disillusioned with that church and angry at how people had treated my family after they left, also 
angry at how legitimate concerns about the doctrines of that church were responded to.   
 
[Matt]: I think that’s a pretty amazing thing that, as a high school student and coming into college 
here, the rest of your family have left, but you have said, “No, I’ve got to figure this out for myself.”  
I mean, when you first told me this story as we were on our way to a conference with a bunch of 
other students, I just sat there and marveled.  And, obviously, you are not in that church now; this 
wasn’t the church you grew up in; so tell us, then, how did that come to a turning point for you as 
you got into college? 
 
[Brittany]:  During my freshman year of college, I came to the realization that I couldn’t reconcile 
what I’d  grown up believing in with what I was reading in the Bible.  About five months after that 
realization, I got connected here at the college group at the urging of my sister.   
 
[Matt]: So you came here, joined us, and we have the privilege of getting to walk with you and 
some of that, and not knowing any of that until you started to share some of that with us.  So tell us, 
then, what has God done in these last three years or so in your life? 
 
[Brittany]:  Since I’ve been a part of the college group, I have been relearning a lot of things, 
especially what living in a relationship with God really means and what real community among 
believers is like.  I’m also learning how to trust and be vulnerable again.  It’s definitely not easy and 
there are more than a few times where I end up hiding behind my walls again, and behind the lie of, 
“Oh, I’m alright,” or, “I’m doing fine”.  But I know that God is still growing me in that area and 
that there’s grace even in the midst of my failures.  Through this struggle, actually, God’s been 
teaching me that it’s okay to be broken, and it’s okay to let others into that brokenness.  God’s also 
working in other areas of my life, such as, anger, and feelings of unforgiveness towards the church I 
grew up in, because I still struggle with that.  But I know that healing is going to take time and God 
will be with me through that. 
 
[Matt]:  And He will.  He will continue; you know we are told in the Scriptures in Philippians that, 
He will continue the good work that He began in you, that He begins in us.  And it’s been such a 
privilege, just for me personally, to know you and to see you take amazing steps.  It’s so much 
about what God says, “Just take a step with Me here.  Come one step, and I’ll meet you as you step 
into history, as you step into His story, and He unfolds our stories into His.”  I just want to say 
thanks for being willing to be vulnerable here in front of a lot of people, and for your willingness to 
share about your story with us and for the steps you are taking.  Thanks. (Clapping) 
 
[Jason, Twenty Somethings pastor]:  My name is Jason and I’m here with Chelsea, and, Chelsea, 
your life journey really has not been easy.  There have been some difficult times, but you have seen 
God step into those moments and really show His grace and His mercy to you in those moments.  
I’d like you just to share your story and a little bit about how the Lincoln Berean community has 
walked with you in your life journey. 
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[Chelsea]: At the age of 15, my mother and younger brother passed away in a car accident.  Of 
course, being so young, my world was just kind of flipped up-side-down, and I kind of fell into a 
season of just feeling lost and without a home, without a family.  There are some abandonment and 
rejection issues that really just tore my heart apart.  In that wandering and feeling hopeless, I ended 
up going down a path where I was trying to find my self-worth in a lot of worldly things, such as 
unhealthy relationships, alcohol, perfectionism, being so busy that I didn’t even have time to slow 
down and think clearly.  And I kind of wound up in a place that I just felt a mess; I felt really 
broken.   
 
What I didn’t understand during that time was God was all over my story.  He was living and 
breathing His grace into me, and I just wasn’t seeing it.  I was driving and I was on the phone with 
my dad—my dad was an unbeliever—and he said to me, he goes, “I think you just need to go out to 
that church that you went to throughout college, and go talk to somebody.”  So I came out here and 
I met with a pastor who then connected me to a woman in spiritual care.  I started my spiritual care 
program and met with this woman, and she just helped me share my story and welcome Jesus into 
my life and welcome Him into my heart to fix those areas that what I thought and what I perceived 
were so broken that they couldn’t be fixed.  The Lord used her and other people in my life, friends 
and family, to just start to heal and redeem some of these parts of the story.    
 
As this caregiver and I continued our journey through spiritual care, she introduced me to other 
people within the Lincoln Berean family.  One particular family owned a business that I ended up 
working for.  Again, it was just another person from here who invested their time in me, who made 
me feel valued, loved and cared for.  They shared their family with me and their love for the Lord, 
and their own struggles.  And that led into coming to work here at Lincoln Berean in the youth 
ministry with the Twenty Somethings.  My experience here has just been incredible.   
 
I recently moved to Iowa and coming back has been really overwhelming because I’ve just felt the 
love and the blessing that I experienced when I was here.  And the people in this body have showed 
me God’s grace and love, and we’ve wrestled through what it looks like to be in ministry and be 
young and trying to figure out how we go through life following Jesus and continuing to lay down 
our lives, lay down our selfishness, and live for Him.  And it’s a constant struggle.  As Brittany 
said, the Lord is still redeeming things in my life and using this place, even though I live in a 
different state, to redeem those places and the relationships here.  And looking out into this crowd 
and seeing some of the faces of the people who have just shared their lives with me, has been 
incredible.  And for that, I’m so thankful for you guys and for God.  I just want to celebrate 
everybody here today and for just investing your time in the children and everybody. So, thank you. 
(Clapping) 
 
[Jason]: Thank you.  Thank you so much, Chelsea!  Thank you for your vulnerability, your passion, 
and just allowing us to see a glimpse of what God has done in your life.  We certainly do have a lot 
to celebrate.  And I just thank you for allowing us to see a bit of who you are.  I appreciate that. 
 
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  


