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Let’s imagine that, by this world’s standards, you are wildly successful. You have everything that 
would define the American dream: you have wealth; you have the houses, the car, the boat, the 
stuff, the status, the fame. You have all of that and everywhere you go people affirm again and 
again that you are wildly successful. And then, you die. Then you die and you stand before your 
Creator and your Creator does an assessment of what you have done—how you have managed or 
stewarded the days you were given on earth. And He informs you that the sum total of what you 
have accomplished with the days you were given on earth is the equivalent of what has been 
accomplished by a cow grazing in the pasture. Can you imagine that moment? Now, some of you 
are thinking, “You know, I don’t know about all this stuff, but I don’t think God would use the 
analogy, the comparison, of a cow grazing in a pasture.” Okay, I’ll grant you, He may not then. But 
He did in Psalm 49. That’s the psalm we want to look at this morning. Since we spent the summer 
in the Psalms, I thought we’d finish this talk about treasure in the Psalms.  
 
Psalm 49 affirms what Jesus said in the New Testament: that if you don’t get this one area of life 
right, you pretty much stand no chance of getting the other areas of your life right when it comes to 
investing your life in that which ultimately matters. Both Jesus and Psalm 49 would agree that we 
can talk all day long about what you do with your time and what you do with your talent, but there 
is the reality that unless you get this issue of what you do with your treasure right, you’re never 
going to get your time and your talent stuff right either. So it’s a really big deal. Psalm 49 opens 
with what I would consider one of the most dramatic, all-encompassing introductions of any text in 
the Scripture. Verse 1:  
 

Hear this, all peoples;  
Give ear, all inhabitants of the world, (*NASB, Psalm 49:1) 

 
All peoples, meaning all people groups. Whether you live in a tribe in Ecuador, whether you live in 
India, whether you lived 5,000 years ago, whether you live in New York City, whether you live in 
Firth, Nebraska, the message equally applies to all people, at all times. That’s what he’s saying 
there. Verse 2: 
 

Both low and high,  
Rich and poor together. 
 

It doesn’t matter whether you’re low or high socially, doesn’t matter if you’re rich or poor; the 
message is equally important. Now I’ll probably say this several times through the morning, but it’s 
good to remind ourselves: this has nothing to do with whether you’re rich or poor. It has nothing to 
do with whether you’re highly successful or you’re just struggling to get along. It isn’t an issue of 
how much you have. If you’re out there in the business world and you’ve very good at what you do, 
and you’re well compensated for that, there’s no problem with that. This isn’t an issue about being 
wealthy or not. It is an issue about a value system—what ultimately matters to you. What do you 
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ultimately live for? And that defines you whether you’re rich or poor, whether you live in a jungle 
or New York City or Lincoln, Nebraska. 
To understand why the introduction is so all-inclusive, we get a hint by the Hebrew word that the 
psalmist uses for the word world—all inhabitants of the world. It’s not the typical Hebrew word 
that means like the cosmos, the world as we think of it. It’s actually a Hebrew word that carries 
much more the idea of the world of time. It would be the idea of an age or a span of time. It carries 
the idea that life on this earth is temporary, that this is just a span of time, and no matter who you 
are, no matter when you’ve lived, no matter where you’ve lived, no matter if you’re rich or poor, 
the reality is, every single person has a limited number of days. You were born; you will live, and 
you will die, and you will be held accountable for what you have done with the days you’ve been 
given. That’s the essence of that opening part of the introduction. Verse 3: 
 

My mouth will speak wisdom,  
And the meditation of my heart will be understanding. 

 
Simply saying, “I’m going to help you understand how to live the few days you have on this earth 
skillfully.” Verse 4: 
 

I will incline my ear to a proverb;  
I will express my riddle on the harp.  

 
He’s saying he’s going to distill this down into language that is so simple it’s like a little proverb. 
The idea of a riddle, the Hebrew word carries the idea both of the riddle and the answer. You might 
say the mystery of life. “I’m going to tell you the answer to the question about the mystery of life—
what matters—by especially focusing on what doesn’t matter and what sidetracks everybody to 
waste their lives away.” So, the opening is for all people, of all times, in the simplest form. I’m 
going to give you a message, and the heartbeat is, “Everyone has a limited number of days to live 
and what you do with those days really does matter.” Verse 5: 
 

Why should I fear in days of adversity,  
When the iniquity of my foes surrounds me,  
Even those who trust in their wealth,  
And boast in the abundance of their riches? (Vs. 5-6) 

 
So, there’s the problem. It’s not whether you have or you have not; it’s this idea of what we trust in. 
The problem is those who trust in their riches—those who boast in their wealth. One of the realities 
of the world in which we live is the world, the community, our cities, our culture—it is driven by 
the rich and the powerful. It has always been true; it always will be true. It’s true of all peoples for 
all times. There are those people that have the influence. They run the show; they get their way; 
they are the movers and shakers, and everybody knows that and understands that.  
 
This goes all the way back to the beginning of the story in Genesis 3. Ben talked a lot about that. 
Genesis 3 carries this idea that we, as people made in the image of God, think we can be our own 
god and if we’re going to be our own god, we figure out: how do I accumulate wealth and power in 
order to call the shots, in order to run the show, in order to be in charge? And the more I have, the 
more influence I have, the more I’m in charge. This goes all the way into Genesis 4. The first real 
blow up in Genesis chapter 4—the first murder in the Bible—had to do with this great divide. Abel 
was willing to surrender to God as God, and his offering followed that. Cain was determined to be 
his own god, run his own life and he gave God a few leftovers, which is what created the blow up 
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and kind of defined the two tracks that would define the rest of Genesis and on through the rest of 
the Bible. It has always been a problem for all people, of all cultures, at all times.     
So what happens is: at the end of the day, everybody knows this is how the culture works. Then 
either people that have that want more or people that don’t have that wish they had.  So it creates a 
value system that: This is ultimately what matters. This is what we live for; this is what defines life, 
and so that, day in and day out, in the most practical ways is what people ultimately live for. What 
the psalm is saying in verse 5—Why should I fear...that word fear there doesn’t mean be afraid. 
It’s a Hebrew word that means don’t be overly impressed. It literally is a compound word that 
means don’t be overly awed—not odd, o-d-d, but awed, a-w-e-d. Don’t be overly impressed by the 
movers and shakers, by people that accumulate, by people that seem like they’re in charge and run 
the show, because at the end of the day, money and stuff and power don’t matter. They don’t 
ultimately matter. Verses 7, 8, and 9 are best understood by seeing the train of thought in verses 7 
and 9 and seeing verse 8 as kind of parenthetical, so I’m going to read it that way.  
 

No man can by any means redeem his brother,  
Or give to God a ransom for him—  
That he should live on eternally;  
That he should not undergo decay. 

 
So, that’s the point here—verses 7 and 9. The reason we should not be overly impressed, overly 
awed, by the stuff of this world is because, at the end of the day, no amount of money ultimately 
can ransom a human soul. It cannot redeem a human soul. It cannot add one single day to life. The 
psalmist uses financial terms—ransom, redeem—this idea that no matter how much money I have, I 
can’t buy off God. I can’t change the fact that one day I’m going to die and I’m going to stand 
before my Maker and give an account. I can’t change that.   
 
One of the challenges for people that have been successful is they are used to getting their way. 
They’re used to everybody listening to their opinion; they’re movers; they’re shakers; they get their 
way; they get it done, and they kind of get used to that and they think maybe that will work with 
God. Maybe, at the end of the day, all this influence, all that I have, can somehow change things 
with God. But the psalmist is saying, at the end of the day, God already owns it all. What do you 
have that you can offer to God that somehow is going to influence God? The fact of the matter is 
you can’t buy, redeem, ransom, a human soul. You can’t change the fact that you’re going to die 
and stand before God and give an account even though, in this culture, we tend to think, money and 
stuff is where it’s at. It’s a greedy, consumer-driven, materialistic culture. People that have, want 
more; people that don’t have, want more. That’s kind of the way the culture works. So it’s worth 
backing up and realizing, at the end of the day, there’s actually very little that money can do that 
matters. Money can buy stuff. Money can pay bills. That’s about all it can do. Money cannot make 
you happy. Money cannot give you joy. Money cannot ultimately satisfy. Money does not make the 
depression go away. Money does not give you hope. Money does not fix a failing marriage. Money 
does not bring back a rebellious child. Money does not make the cancer go away. Money does not 
change tragedy. There’s actually very little that money can do that matters. It just buys stuff and 
pays bills.  
 
Years ago I was actually sitting in a room and listening to Bob Buford tell his own personal story. 
He was at a time in his life when he was wildly successful—a multimillionaire, millions of dollars 
in the bank—thought he had everything that life had to offer. Then he received a phone call. His 24 
year-old-son, who was living in Denver, was seeking to swim across the Rio Grande River, and was 
missing. He said immediately he hired search and rescue; he hired helicopters; he hired airplanes; 



4 
	  

he hired everything that money could buy, but the fact of the matter is, his son had died, and there 
was not one single thing his money could do to change that. And he said, “In that moment, it was a 
major life wake-up call, that at the end of the day, money can actually do very little and the only 
real option was to surrender his life to God, who does have the power to affect that which matters in 
life.”  The psalmist is talking about the fact that a human soul...now we’re in verse 8... 
 

For the redemption of his soul is costly,  
And he should cease trying forever—  

 
A human soul simply cannot be purchased with money; it’s too costly for that. Therefore, to live for 
that which ultimately cannot affect my soul, which cannot affect the world to come, which 
ultimately doesn’t matter, seems to be just foolishness, which is what he then says in verse 10: 
 

For he sees that even wise men die;  
The stupid and the senseless alike perish  
And leave their wealth to others.  

 
It doesn’t matter if you’re rich or poor. It doesn’t matter if you’re the wisest person on the planet or 
you’re the most senseless person on the planet. The fact of the matter is we all have a limited 
number of days and we all die and stand before our Creator. And what He says there is that we will 
leave whatever we have accumulated behind. That statement is not a positive statement about 
wealth transfer. It is a very negative statement that says, “What sense does it make to spend a 
lifetime investing our days in accumulating stuff that doesn’t matter one minute after we die?” No 
matter what you do, it is left behind and you stand before your Maker and you give an account. 
What possible sense could there be in living a lifetime for something that ultimately doesn’t matter? 
Why would people do that? Well, verse 11: 
 

Their inner thought is that their houses are forever,  
And their dwelling places to all generations;  
They have called their lands after their own names. 

 
Now I happen to think there’s a note of sarcasm in that verse. He is saying, for people to have a 
limited number of days on this earth and to use those days to accumulate stuff that ultimately is left 
behind and doesn’t matter, they must be thinking that their houses do last forever, that my car does 
last forever, that my bank account must go through with me. He’s being sarcastic saying that if you 
live your life for stuff, then you must be thinking that stuff lasts forever. Why else would you do 
that? Why else would you use your time and your talent, and your treasures for something so 
foolish? The idea of naming a land carries the idea of people thinking they could beat the system, 
that after they die they still want to be somebody and so they name a piece of land after themselves 
so that a hundred years from now, I’ll still be somebody because people will be saying, “I live in the 
land of Bryan.” (laughter) And because there’s a piece of land named after me, I will still matter a 
hundred years from now. And people do do this. They want buildings named after themselves; they 
have bricks named after them; they want to do something that will allow them to still be somebody 
long after they’re gone. But the fact of the matter is, it just doesn’t work. One minute after you die, 
the value system of this world is immediately invalidated, and you stand before God according to 
His value system to give an account. Verse 12:  
 

But man in his pomp will not endure;  
He is like the beasts that perish. 
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The idea of pomp is the idea of all this stuff—kind of this self-celebration—all the applause, all the 
influence, all the wealth, all the stuff, all the things we celebrate as the American dream. If you ever 
watch the TV show, Lifestyles of the Rich and Famous, it’s kind of that idea—all the stuff we  
accumulate because we believe net worth equals self-worth and, “Look at me!” And yet he says it 
will not endure. That Hebrew word translated endure means will not make it through the night. 
Death is basically seen as the night and when the sun comes up the next day, none of that remains.  
So he concludes in verse 12 that we are like the beast, like the cow in the pasture, grazing in a 
field. At the end of the day, about all a cow accomplishes over her lifetime is she stands in the 
pasture and eats grass and then dies. And what he’s saying is: if what you have lived for is just the 
stuff of this earth, just the stuff that the culture values, just the stuff that the cultures says matters 
because it makes you somebody and makes you a player, and makes you a mover and a shaker and 
if you don’t believe that’s true, just watch the television commercials. They say it over and over and 
over again, “This is what matters. This is what makes you somebody.” But if that’s all that you’ve 
lived for in the days you’ve been given on earth, what you will find out you’ve accomplished when 
you stand before your Maker, is about the same as that cow has accomplished, standing in a pasture, 
grazing on grass. Verse 13: 
 

This is the way of those who are foolish,  
And of those after them who approve their words.  

 
This is the foolish way of those who live for this world only and those who applaud them and say, 
“You are really something; you are special; you are a celebrity,” which is the culture in which we 
live. That’s the lure; that’s the draw; that’s the struggle that we have. Now, again, let me remind 
you, there’s nothing wrong with having money and stuff. There’s nothing wrong with being 
successful. As a matter of fact, doing your best is pleasing to God. That’s not the issue. The issue is 
what you do with what you have. The issue is what you ultimately live for, what ultimately matters 
to you, what defines the value of your life. That’s the point. In verse 14 he uses an analogy: 
 

As sheep they are appointed for Sheol [or the grave];  
Death shall be their shepherd;  

 
It’s the idea of sheep led to slaughter. Sheep in the pasture eating grass, headed for the day that he 
dies—and it’s kind of the imagery there. The Hebrew word translated shepherd literally means to 
be grazed upon by death, so it’s kind of a play on words. While the sheep are in the pasture grazing 
on grass, death is grazing on them. Today I am one day closer to death than I was yesterday. Life is 
temporary; the clock is ticking; death is grazing on my soul and, ultimately, I give an account to 
realize the stuff in this world doesn’t last. He goes on in verse 14 and says, 
 

And the upright shall rule over them in the morning;  
 

The upright would be those who live for the things that matter, those who have rejected the value 
system of this world and said, “There are things more important. It’s the things of God that matter. 
It is the things of eternity that matter. It’s God’s value system that matters,” and have lived a life out 
of step with the value system of the culture. They’re the upright. So, when the morning comes, the 
idea that death is like the night and the stuff of this world doesn’t endure, but when the sun comes 
up in the morning there’s this grand reversal and the value system of this culture is immediately 
invalidated.  The value system of God is celebrated and, suddenly, it’s those people that lived 
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according to God’s value system that rule, that are now celebrated because they lived for the things 
that matter. 
So, let me give you a football analogy. As of this weekend, we’re all in football mode, so think of it 
this way: To live for the values of this world is basically to be ahead at halftime, but by the time the 
game is over, you lose. What fan would be satisfied with a team that consistently is ahead at 
halftime, but every game they lose? What difference does it make if you’re ahead at halftime, if at 
the end of the game, you come out a loser? Jesus said this, “What difference does it make if you gain 
the whole world but, in the process you lose your soul?” The value system of this world convinces 
us that what matters is to be ahead at halftime. The psalmist is trying to say, “That’s not true.” One 
minute after you die the value system of this culture is invalidated, and all that matters is the value 
system of God. There’s going to be this grand reversal and those that lived for the things of this 
world were applauded by the people of this world, but one minute after you die, all of that is gone, 
and the people that invested themselves in the things that matter suddenly are celebrated in a value 
system that will endure forever. Going on in verse 14: 
 

And their form shall be for Sheol to consume,  
So that they have no habitation. 

 
The word habitation means a mansion, a kingly or princely mansion. Those who thought they had 
arrived on this earth will end up on the other side, realizing none of that made it through the night. 
What’s the alternative? Verse 15: 
 

But God will redeem my soul from the power of Sheol,  
For He will receive me.  
 

Verse 8 says it’s just impossible to buy a human soul; they’re too expensive. So what do we do? 
Verse 15—God redeems the human soul. Peter tells us this in the New Testament—that the human 
soul cannot be purchased with perishable things like silver or gold but with the precious blood of 
the Lamb of God, that God Himself purchased the human soul to save it for eternity to offer us His 
riches for eternity. God has done for us what we could never do for ourselves. If the value system of 
this world prevailed, the riches of heaven would be available to only a handful of movers and 
shakers, just like it is in this culture today. But the reality is: God has offered a gift of His grace 
freely to anyone who will receive it. It is equally available to rich and poor, to people in India and 
Ecuador, people in New York City, people in Lincoln, Nebraska, because God has made it possible 
because He Himself has purchased our souls on the cross. Therefore, verse 16: 
 

Do not be afraid when a man becomes rich,  
When the glory of his house is increased;  
For when he dies he will carry nothing away;  
His glory will not descend after him. (Vs. 16-17) 

 
This word afraid is our same word—do not be overly awed; do not be overly impressed with 
someone who accumulates wealth and stuff in this world, when the glory of his house has 
increased. Now here’s the problem, verse 18: 
 

Though while he lives he congratulates himself— 
And though men praise you when you do well for yourself— 
He shall go to the generation of his fathers;  
They will never see the light.  (Vs. 18-19) 
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Now this is the problem in the world in which we live; it is the value system of this world that 
prevails. Net worth equals self-worth. The more I have, the more value I have. The movers and 
shakers, the wealthy and powerful, they do control the culture. They always have; they always will, 
and everybody knows that. So people, as they accumulate more, as they do better, they congratulate 
themselves. People begin to applaud; people begin to notice; people affirm over and over and over 
again, “You are somebody.” But the applause becomes so loud we no longer hear the truth. So the 
text says you will actually go to your grave having never seen the light, having never understood 
that none of that that you have accumulated for yourself ultimately matters—a life totally wasted.  
So he says it one more time. 
  

Man in his pomp, [man in all of his self-celebration—the American dream—all that we think 
matters in life] yet without understanding,  
Is like the beasts that perish. (Vs. 20) 

 
Again, there’s not a problem with having money and stuff. There’s not a problem with being 
successful. That’s not the issue. It’s not a rich/poor issue. It’s a lack of understanding what matters. 
It’s what actually matters. It’s what you live for day in and day out that matters. And that’s equally 
true whether you’re rich or poor. But, if you have lived for the things of this world only, the 
moment you die, the value system of this world is immediately invalidated and the value system of 
God prevails and everything that you have accomplished and accumulated, the sum total of that will 
be equivalent of what a cow accomplished grazing in a pasture. I can’t imagine the heartache of that 
moment.  
 
My experience has been over the years, if you ask Christians, “What do you ultimately live for? 
What ultimately matters?” We all say the same thing. “All the things of God, that’s what matters to 
me most.” We know the right answer but that doesn’t really mean that’s how we’re living. I would 
suggest to you that the issue of time and talent is very subjective. It’s very hard to measure exactly 
what we’re doing with time and talent. But the issue of treasure is very objective. Jesus couldn’t 
have been more clear. “Where your treasure is, that’s where your heart is.” You can tell me all day 
long that God has my heart, and that’s what matters most to me, but if God doesn’t have your 
treasure, that simply isn’t’ true. I didn’t say it; Jesus said it. “Where your treasure is, that’s where 
your heart is.” And I would frankly say, “If that’s where your heart is, that’s where your time and 
your talent are as well.” 
 
Often the question comes up, “Well, what does it mean to give to God generously? How much are 
we talking about?” It’s kind of a difficult question to answer. I don’t believe the old covenant tithe 
carries over into the new covenant. That’s ten percent. But, I also believe it would be an easy 
argument to make in the riches of God’s grace in the new covenant, there is no way it’s less in the 
new covenant—no way. So I would say that’s a helpful, minimal standard—that at least ten percent 
of what God has given to me—I steward for God’s purposes, for God’s kingdom, for what matters 
forever. It’s a good place to start, and then as God blesses you with more, you can be more generous 
as you go on your way.   
 
Mostly this morning, what I would like to accomplish is to say that many, many, many of you this 
morning would say, “I get this...I get this...I believe this...I live this...this matters to me.” I want you 
to be encouraged. I want you to celebrate that this is the value system that ultimately matters. It’s 
not easy to live out of step with the culture and to live for a value system that the culture doesn’t 
celebrate. When you live for the things that ultimately matter, don’t expect people to applaud. Don’t 
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expect people to be impressed. Don’t expect people to celebrate you everywhere you go. So it can 
be very difficult to live that way. And we need to be reminded: this is right; this is the value system 
that matters. I have no doubt that one minute after you die, you will know this is true and you will 
celebrate this was the right way to live. But, I also want you to know that and celebrate that today.  
 
Inside your Loop, there’s a thank you card that is meant to thank you for your generous giving of 
your time, your talents, and your treasures that has made possible what God is doing through 
Lincoln Berean Church. On the back of that is a list of ministries and sub-ministries that define 
Lincoln Berean. Out in the hallway this morning there is represented all of Lincoln Berean’s 
ministries. It doesn’t include any other ministries, other than just Lincoln Berean, even though 
we’re involved in a lot of things outside of ourselves. It’s the stuff that is just Lincoln Berean in our 
community, around the country, around the world. For those of us who are senior leaders, it’s even 
hard for us to really get our minds around the scope of what God is doing through us as Lincoln 
Berean. This morning the people at those booths throughout the halls, they are not asking you for 
anything. They’re not recruiting; they’re not asking for your time; they’re not asking for your talent; 
they’re not asking for your money. They’re just wanting to celebrate: This is what God is doing to 
change lives among us. Think of it as a return on your investment. As you walk up and down the 
halls and you talk to people and you listen to the stories and you find out what God is doing, my 
prayer would be that you would realize: if you have given of your time and your talent, and your 
treasure, you have made this possible; you have invested in something that is changing people’s 
lives forever. You should be encouraged; you should be joyful; you should realize, this is what 
maters, and I’ve had the chance to be part of it. And my prayer would be that you walk out of these 
doors this morning with a smile on your face, knowing you have invested yourself in the things that 
will matter forever. So before you leave, take the time to encourage yourself; get a sense of the 
return on your investment and let’s celebrate together today! 
 
 

Our Father we thank You this morning that You are faithful. You are faithful to give; You 
are a generous God. Lord, I thank You for the many here this morning who are very 
generous with what You have given to us. Lord, they have joyfully, sacrificially given, to 
make possible the thousands of lives that have been changed through the ministry that You 
have called us to. Lord, I pray for those who have understood this morning that perhaps 
they need to rethink what ultimately matters in life. Lord, give them the wisdom and the 
courage to make necessary changes to invest in the things that matter. Lord, help us to 
understand the clock is ticking and we don’t know how many more days we have to invest 
in the things that ultimately matter. Lord, my prayer would be that none of us would waste 
the precious life we’ve been given. In Jesus’ name, Amen.  
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